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I^AMiLiAR  letters  have  been  usually  considered  as 
exhibiting  a  portraiture  of  the  human  mind ;  and 
though  perhaps  they  are  not  always  to  be  so  r^ 
garded,  especially  in  the  intercourse  of  public  men 
upon  subjects  involving  particular  interests  and 
questions  of  national  policy ;  yet  even  from  these 
documents  the  most  valuable  materials  of  history 
are  drawn,  and  the  secret  springs  of  great  events 
are  disclosed.  Hence  it  is,  that  a  deserved  import- 
ance has  ever  been  attached  to  the  correspondence 
of  persons  who  have  figured  with  distinction  in  po- 
litical revolutions,  and  the  foundation  of  new  states: 
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for  hereby  are  unfolded  the  motives  of  individuals, 
and  the  influence  of  parties ;  from  whose  pertinacity 
and  intrigues  proceed  conflicts,  projects,  and  esta* 
blishments  which  the  agitators  never  contemplated, 
and  which  the  mpftMgacioufl  observers  of  human 
nature  could  not  have  anticipated. 

Among  the  changes  that  have  taken  place  in  the 
condition  of  political  «ociety«  the  £ieparBtiot|  of  the 
American  colonies  from  the  parent  country  has 
been  by  far  the  most  {prolific  and  extensive  in  its 
effects  of  any  in  the  history  of  modem  ages. 

It  is  presumed,  therefore,  that  littla  need  be  saiil 
on  the  value  of  the  correspondence  of  Dr.  Fravh- 
LiN,  whose  extraordinary  abilities  as  a  statesmaa 
were  felt  and  acknowledged  in  both  <}0untrie8,  and 
by^rsons  of  opposite  sentiments*  But  what  ren- 
ders his  letters  on  the  pubUc  concerns  in  wlucb  he 
was  engaged  peculiarly  interesting,  is  the  spirit  of 
candor  that  runs  through  the  whole  of  them»  and 
the  style  of  simplicity  by  which  they  are  recom- 
mended as  models  of  Epistolary  composition,  and 
stamped  beyond  all  question  as  authorities  of  the 
first  character;  .though  cqimnly  not  written  with  a 
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viftw  tb  pahlUiiOkfh.  Here  will  be  seen  to  equal 
adi^afttnge^  tiie  pbilosoph6r  and  the  man  of  biusi^ 
M&^  the  MotaiiM  and  negotiatof,  the  profotmd 
te^lator,  and  the  familiar  friend^  who  opei»»  fato 
maud  and  delitem  his  sentiments  .with  the  ttame 
itigennonsness  on  matters  of  science  and  pc^ief. 
Are  conduct  of  private  life,  and  the  interests  of 
nations.  The  correspondence  contained  in  this 
collection,  is  indeed  a  store  of  the  soundest  lessons 
of  practical  wisdom  upon  subjects  of  uniTersal 
moment,  and  it  is  also  a  repository  of  information 
which  will  afford  the  best  instruction  to  politicians, 
and  will  prove  a  sure  guide  to  the  future  historiaUt 
who  shall  undertake  the  task  of  recording  the 
several  stages  that  have  led  to  the  establishment 
of  American  Independence,  with  the  consequences 
of  that  event  upon  the  states  of  Europe.  The 
Memoirs  op  the  Life,  and. the  Private  Cor- 
respondence of  Dr.  Franklin,  will  show  much 
more  clearly  the  great  chain  on  which  the  fate  rf 
nations  depends,  than  the  debates  of  senates,  the 
cabals  of  cabinets,  or  the  details  of  battles :  and  to 
an  £lQgli6knan»  the  Letters,  now  for  the  first  time 
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published,  will  be  curious  and  important  in  a  very 
high  degree,  as  throwing  a  strong  light  upon  the 
early  part  of  the  present  reign,  and  upon  the  cha- 
racters of  those  persons  who  had  a  principal  share 
in  the  counsels  which  produced  the  dismember* 
ment  of  the  British  empire,  and  the  creation  of  a 
power,  which,  from  being  a  dependent  state,  has 
become  its  most  formidable  rival. 

London^  1816. 
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to  Gov.  P^iiwnali,  Nov,  23,  17&I.  Relative  to  Mn. 
Barry — The  war^^Amthority  to  treat  of  peace — 
Mr.JIobart       -  -  -  -95 

to,  Mrs.  C.  £des,  Dec.  13, 1781.  RelatUf  to  Henry 
LamrenSt  tsq^r-^Mr.  Burko^^General  ^wrgoyne    96 

to  Miss.  Laurens,  Dec.  Sft  1781.  Relaiive  to  her 
father^s  iituation  •  -..  *    97 

to  ♦  ♦  •  *  •  •  Jan.  4,  1782.  Containing  adince 
to  certain  manufacturers  intefuttng  to,  pmigrate 
to  America       -  -  -    ,.  -  100 

to  His  Excellency  Gen.  Washington,  AprU  2t  1782. 
Capitulation  of  Lord  ComwaUis  -—  hUroduc- 
turn  of  Count  de  Segur,  Sfc^  ..     .«  102 

to  .the  Chevalier  de  Chastelieux,  April  69  1782. 
Change  4^minutry  in  England — Peace-^Cam^ 
paign  in  America — Count  de  Segur    .   .«  .     .    -  103 

to  Gen.  Washington,  April  8,  1782«.  JtUroduC" 
tion  of  the  Prince  de  Broglie  -  -105 

to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Priestley,  June  7>  1782,  Rffke- 
tiotis  on  the  co$uiuct  of  mankind  to^e^ch,  other — 
Apologue — Experiments  pf  Laaemer  •  -  106 

to  Dr.  Shipley/  Bishop  of  St.'Asaph»^June  10,  1782  108 

to  Dr.  Ingenhaussf  Jme  2l^^78^«.  R^fieeiims  om 
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miminder^amUng^  tetweeh  friAds-^M:  JUehU 
tkr^f  experimen$9'-^Amirican  affiiiri^  -110 

Dr.  FrankliD  to  Miss  AiexBiider,  June  24»  1783  *  -  112 

'   toMr.  Hutton,  July7»  1782.     Relaiiee  to  the  mur- 
'*^«  •    det0fHimeM(rt^v(afii^Indiaut'      ■  -  ■   '•         -  113 
to  the  Secretary  for  foreign  afiairi  of  the  United 
.    •   ^   '    States,  Sept.  3,  1782.  77b€  birth  ofika  Dauphin 
'M*   -*-^|9l.  AfgUl^^M,  Tousard  —  AUowance  to 
^'i'-     -       Mr.  T.  Franklin — Contingent  expense* — Enclo- 

9uns  -  -  -  '   -  115 , 

C^         to  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  Sept.  9,  1782        -  -  118 

•  10  F.  Hopkif^son,  esq.  Dec.  24,  1789.  On  the 
planting  trees  in  Philadelphia  ^^  New^aper 
ahuse  -  -  »  -  119 

-  to  *  •  •  ,  Jdn,  11,  1783.  Thanking  him  for  his 
works^-^riminal  laws — On  his  project  ofremov* 
ing  to  America  -  .  .  121 

.    to  David  Barclay,  esq.  Jan.  8»  1783        •  -123 

to  *♦•,  March  9,  1783       -  -    .  -124 

to  Mrs.  H«w8on,  Jan.  27,  1783.   On  the  death  of 

her  mother^— Invitation  to  come  to  Pass^  -  125 

to  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Buchan,  March  17, 

1783.  Oft  the  acquisition  of  lands,  and  form- 
ing settlements  in  America  •  -  127 

to  William  Jones,  esq.  March  17,  1783  •*  -  128 

^  the  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph,  (Dr.  Shipley)  'March 

17,  1783.  On  the  peace  with  America  -  130 

to  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  Joly  27»  1783.    On  theretum 

of  peace  -  •  ■■'•^  -  131 

to  Brand  HoUis,  esq.  Oct.  5,  1783.  Eulogium  of 

Thomas  HoUis  -  .  -  134 

to  His  Excellency  John  Jay,  esq.  Jan.  6|  ^1784  -  136 
to  Mrs.  Bache,  Jan.  26,  1784*    On  the  proposed 

order  of  Qindnnati^-^Hereditary  noMHy  and 

descending  honors  -  -  -  1 37 

to  His  Excellency  Henry  Laurens,  esq.  Feh.  12, 

1784.  Remarks  on  the  British  government        -  145 
to  William  Stivhan,  esq.  Feh.  16,  1784.   Sugres- 

''^■■-  iions  as  to  the  deplorabk  situation  of  the  Sri-       *     > 
tish  government  ...  147^ 

^fo  Henry' Laurens,  esq.  March  12, 1784  •  148 

to  Mr.  Waller,  (Fiinter,  London)  April  17,  1784. 

On  the  lofograpkieal  mode  of  printing  ^  1 50 

to  Mr.  Benjamin  Webb,  April  22>  1784.    A  new 
1^    mithod  of  repaging  money  lont  -^  -  152 
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Dr.  FrankKn  to  ihk  R^t.  Dr.  Mutber^  May  12, 1784.    On 

his  advice  to  the  peaph  of  America       -    .         -  152 

to  Dr.  P^rcival,  July  17*  17S4.  Rem0rke  0m  d^h 
eUing  -  -^  .  -  154 

to  Messrs.  Weemti  and  GaDt*  citixefis  of  the 
United  States,  July  18,  1784«  On  theit  wish 
tn  obtain  ordhiaiion  •  -  -  156 

to  BeojatQin  VaughaH,  esq.  July  26,  1784.  .Re- 
straints on  commerce — Luxurtf  and  industry      -  158 

to  Dr.  Price,  August  16,  1784.  Balloons-^Eng- 
lish  constitution — State  of  America    •.  *  -  l65 

to  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Viscount  Howe,.  August 
I8>  1784.  On  receiDing  Captain  Coolers  voy- 
age by  order  of  the  king  -  -  \6S 

to  William  Strahan,  esq.  August  19,  1784.  In- 
vites him  to  Passy — Annihiiation  iff  profit- 
abie  places — American  congress  and  the  British 
parliament  —  7%e .  late  war — General  Clarke, 
S^c.S^c.  -  .  .  .    ibX 

to  George  Wheatley,  esq.  August  2U  1784.  Tract 
on  t£i  principles  of  trade^^Foundling  hospital 
— Double  spectades  -  -  -  173 

to  *  *  *  (supposed   to  Dr.  Priestley),  August  21, 
1784.     General  MehiHe^Profewion  offaith^        • 
The  Old  Testament  -  -  -175 

to  B.  Vaughan,  esq.  Sept.  7»  1784.  Introduction 
of  Count  Mirabeau  -  -  177 

to  B.  Taughan,  esq.  April  21,  1785.  On^  ma- 
nvfactures — Books^  and  hose  printing  -    ib. 

to  an  engraver  in  Paris,  (no  date).  Refusing,  his 
eulogium  and  dedication  -  -  180 

to  Dr.  Ingenhausz,  April  29,  1785.  On  the  stone 
— Invitation  to  Passy  and  to  America — Idle 
stories  reopening  that  €otmtry-^The  Emperor 
of  Germany        -  -  -  -  I8I 

to  George  Wheatley,  esq.  May  19,  1785.  Oh  aend^ 
ing  him  his  medidUon         •  -  -183 

to  Jonathan  Williams,  esq.  May  19,  1785  -    ib. 

to  George  Wheadey,  esq.  May  ^3,  1785.  Moral 
and  philosophical  reflections — Foundling  hospi- 
tal at  Paris— Office  for  nurseo^The  Philadel- 
pihia  bank-^The  CinchnMi  — Constitution  of 
the  United  Stateo-^  Aneedoie  of  three  Green- 
ianders-— Description  of  double  spectacles  -  184 

to  *    *    "^  June  20,  1785.    Diseuading  him  from 
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aiUmftlng  ammkg  to  England  in  a  b^Uo^n     -  191 
tor.  pranklin  to  Graaville  Sharp»  esq.  July  5,  179^*     Law 

.  /»  of  Gavfilnkind-^Eiecttan  of  Bi$kopo^Ahri4g' 
ment  of  the  Litwrgy  -  -        .        -  192 

to  David  Hartley,  ^sq.  Ji^y  5, 1785.  To  take  laave 
am  qmttin^  Enrope  -  r        .        -  104 

to  His  Excellency  General  WasbingtpQ,  Philadel- 
phia, Sept.  W,  J  785.    Os  kis  intended  imst  by 
'  Houdon  -  .  .  -    ib. 

Answer  to  the  foregoing  -  ^  -  195 

to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jay,  Sept.  21^  1785.  Anm^r  to 
their  eongratulations  on  ki$  arriaal  in  America  196 

la  David  lUrtley,  esq.  Oct.  27»  1785.  State  of 
America  -  -  -  -  197 

to  Monsieur  Mathon  de  la  Cour,  Nov.  18, 1785. 
Oh  his  Writings  -  -  -  198 

to  Dr.  Bancroft,  Nov.  36,  1785.  On  a  proposed 
new  tdiHon  of  Dr.  Franklin's  Writings  by  Mr. 
Dilly  —  A  commercial  treaty  between  Great 
BHtaiH  and  the  United  Statee        -  -  199 

10  Dr.  Shipley,  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph,  Feb.  2i,  17S6. 
Various  matter  -  -  -  201 

to  Monsieur  Le  Veillard,  of  Passy,  Philadelphia, 
March  6,  1786.  On  the  florishing  state  of 
America — The  Cardinal  De  Rohan,  Sfe.  ifc.    *  204 

to  Mrs..  Hewson,  May  6,  1786.  Various  mat- 
ter     -  -  -  -  -206 

to  NT>ah  Webster,  esq*  June  18, 1786.     On  a    re- 
formed alphabet  -  -  -  209 
-    to  William  Cooke,  esq.  Aug.  12,1786,     On  nam- 
ing the  new  State  of  Franxlin        -  -  210 

to  Colonel  Hunter,  Nov.  24,  1786.  On  the  state 
ef  Anterica,  S^e.  Sfc.  -  -  -  211 

to  Mr.  Small,  Feb.  19*  1787-  Improvement  in  the 
Common  Prayer  Book,  ^c.  Sfc.      ,   -  -  213 

to  Monsieur  Le  Veillard,  April  15, 1787  -  214 

to  the  Dlike  d^  la  Rochefoucault,  April  15,  1787* 
Reply  to  his  congratulations — State  of  Ame- 
rica— ^  CoauiiJtmtSion  thereof -^  Death  of  the 
Duchess  D^AnviUe — Introduction  of  Thomas 
Paine      .  -  -  -  -  2l6 

to  the  Marquis  De  Ckastellux,  April  17»  1787*  On 
receiving  his  **  Travels  in  the  United  States"— 
Aesemhfy  of  tie  Notables  -  -219 
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to  the  Marquis  de  la  F«yette»  April  I7i  i7^7v'  F4-* 
-:      imwtiixtffer      -  -»  ♦  -  221 

"  to  Monsieur  lAbb^  Moreltet,  April  22 »  1787.  On 
the  fretdmm  of  conmerce— State  4ifjlmerwa      -  323 

-  to  Mr.  Jordain,   (Loa^ioo)   May    18,  1787*      On 

roceiving  Am  frtimt  nf  a  eoik  rf  f^rtet^Va-' 
rious  matter  -  ^         .       ,  225 

to  George  Wheatky,  esq.  May  18^  1787*  The 
Philadelphia  Bank—  CmnmtnUl  treaty  eeheme 
far  coining  ^ Dr.  RUe9f     -  -  -227 

to  Mr.  Smalls  Sept.  28,  1787*  American  toipotion 
-—Aw  form  of  prayer — American  royalists, 
Sfc.  .  ..  -  -  229 

'    to  Coaitt  De  Buffoa,  Nov.  19, 1787-     On  the  stone  231 

-  to  •    •    •,  Dec.  15,    1787.     Disordero  in  Hoi- 

iand^Pr&fectod  canfmeetfrom  Turkey     ^         -  232 

to  Monsiear  Le  Veillard,  Feb.  1 7 9  1788.     Relative 

''  .  to  Monsieur  Saugrain  —  fir.    Franklin'i  Me* 

imairB.^his  Hfwn  Ufo — New  Cotuiiiution  pro- 

r'  posed  for  the  United  States — heporta  a«  trade — 

/      Papeir money'    -■  -  -    .  -233 

.'  to  tlie  Editors  of  the  Pennsi^lvania  Gazette,  March         * 
30,  17^^.  On  the  abuee  ef  the  press   -  -  236 

•  to  Monsiear  Le  VeiJltfrd,  April  22, 1^788.    Respect- 
I  ing  Dr.  Franklin's  own  Memoirs — The  new  con- 

etUution^Cnetom*houu  duties  -  -  239 

to  Madame  Lavoisier,  Oct.  29,  1788.     Thanking 

her  for  his  portrait  ....  -  -  240 

to  Dr.  Ingenhausz,  Oct.    24,  1788.      Relative  to 

the  siqte  of  hia  heaith^The  $tean^4foat  -  242 

to  Benjamin  Vaugb|in,  esq.   Oct«  24,  1788.     Re- 
lative to  Dr.  FrankUn's  own    Memoire^-^The 
.    Turkish     am^—Drs.    Price  and   Priesiky  — 

Heresy  •  -  -  -  243 

to  Mrs.  Partridge,  Nov.  25,  1788.     On  the  death 

of  Ben.  Kent — Orthodoxy  -  -  245 

to  Mrs.  Mecom,  (Dr.  Franklin's  sister)  Nov.   26, 

1788  .  -  -  .    ib. 

to  Mr,  Small,  Feb.  17,  1789-    On  the  stone-^Ex-^ 

pedient  to  assist  hearing     -  -  «^  246 

to  Mrs.  Greene,  March  2,  1789  -  -  248 

to  Mrs.  Catherine  Louisa  Shipley,  April  27>  1789. 
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|>lr;FraDklia  to  .the  Rev.  Dr.  Price,  May  31,  1789; '  Re*' 

.     flections  4m  life  and  deaih  -         '  .     -  25i 

tP  Benjauiin  Vaugban,  esq.  June  9, 17B9*  JRielative 
t0  Dr.  Franklin's  &um  Hfenuin        •       /    -  •    ib. 
•  to  Mr.  Wfigbt,  Nov.  4,  1789.    Sla/e  of  America 

— Abolition  of  the  slavc'irade  -         .       -  25? 

to  Dff^  Hush  of  Philadelphia,  ^o  dates-  Hupposed 
to  be  in  17S9)  Requesting  him  to  suppress 
hh  encomium  an  the  writer^  in  one  of  Ms  dUs- 
eouroesi  if  jmbUshed  •  *  -  ^5S 

to  Samuel  More,  e^.  Nov.  5, 1789         -  -    ib, 

-        to  Mr.  Small,  Nov.   5,   1789.    On  Ae  poo^  laws 
'•^The  American   royaUsts^^The   French    and 
EngUsh  governments         -  •        •        .  256 

-    to  Monsieur  Le  Roy,  of  Parii,  Nov.  IS,  1789.    On 

the  off  airs  of  France  -  -  .  258 

to  David  Hartley,  esq,  Dec.  4,  1789*  ConmUsions^ 
in  France— Friendship  between  Qreat-  Britain 
and  her  ancient  colonies  -  -  259 

to  Mrs.  Meoom-,  Dec.  17,  1789*    Baron  Trench's 

history — Sacred  music       •  -  *  260 

to  Noah   Webster,  esq.  Dec.  26,  1789.     On  the 

English  language —  Improper  use  of  certain 

words  in  Amerkm — Unwersality  of  the  French 

.^  ianguage-^Impropcmenth^  printing  recommend'' 

«rf       -  -^  -  -  -  261 

Koah  Webster,  esq.  to  Dr.  Franhlin^  April  15,  1790.     In 

answer  tOr  the  foregoing       ...  268 
Dr.  Stiles  to  Dr.  Franklin,  January  28, 1790.     Refwesting 
his  par  Irak  for  Yak  oolUge^  and  wishing  to  be 
made  acquaintsd  with  his  religious  sentiments    -  270 
Dr.  Franklin  to  Dr.  Stiles,  March  9, 1790.    In  answer  to 

4h€  foregoing  -  -  271 

to^  ^  *  *  ♦  (without  dateX  endosad  in  (he 
above  -  «        .        ,►  .  274 
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Dr.  FnutUio  to  Joseph  Galloway,  esq.  qseal^er,  of  the 
boiise  pf  ««seinbly  of  PeoQsylvaiua.-r^London, 

.  Jane  13, 1767.  iZ^cn/  of  act  rgttrt^ning  ilk 
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Mr.  Towneemd—Tht  utU;  dutif—Chimse  pf  fM- 
niutry  preiUited       .    .      -  •»  -  276 

to  the  «aaie,  August  9»  1767.  Attempt  ta  fcrm  a 
coalition  of  partiee.  Right  claitfuei  to  tax  the 
colonies.    Paper  moneif  -  -SSI 

.  to  Governor  Franklio,  New  Jersey,  August  28, 
17€7«  Convertafiom  tojUh  Ifird  $liclbume  and 
Hr^.Omutay  an  American  ^ain.  Paper  mo- 
ney  —  De  Guerchy —Mowtiiur  Pm'^f  l^ 
French  Plenipotenitimryn  awriom  ^iani  American 
qffaire  ..-  -  -  r  285 

to  Governor  FiraoUiii,  Nov.  25,  17$7.  Governor 
Barnard — Converifation  with  lard  Shclfmrne^ 
Deam  Tnckcr^l4or4  Clare  -  -  287 

to  Joseph  Galioiiray,  esq.  P^c.  U  1767*  Paper 
mona[—Mr.  GrcntiUe—Duke  of  Bedford         -  2^0 

to.]^,  Hoss,  PiHls^4flpiNM,.Uadmi9.Pec.  1%,  1767. 
Question  of  admitting  Am^ric^  to  ^e  represented 
im  the  British  par^ament  -  *  292 

to  Governor  Frtuikliii,  Pec;.  19»  1767-  The  Boston 
ruabUMms  .concerning  trade— Anecdote  relative 
t0  Colonel  Onslow  and  Mr.  Qremille  -  293 

Governor  Pownali  to  Dr.  Franklin.  Concemisig  m  equal 
cotmmmicatian  (sf  rights,  privileges,  S^.  to  Ame- 
rica iy  Great  Attain        ...  295 

Minutes  on  the  back  of  the  foregoing,  by  Dr. 
Franklin  -  -  -  -  296 

Dr.  Franklin  to  Governor  Franklin,  Jan.  9, 1768.    Change 

of  ministry — Bedford  party  to  come  in  -  297 

to  Joseph  Galloway,  esq.  Jan.  9,  1768.  Change  of 
ministry — American  M^airs  -  -  298 

to  the  same,  Feb.  17,  17<>8.  Restraining  act  rela- 
tive to  paper  money — Conversation  with  Lord 

.    HUlsbarongh  on  the  ssdifect,  and  on  a  change  of 
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government  in  Penneylmnia — Farce    acted  til  . 
parliament  respeeHng  the  me^or  and  aldermen  of 
Oxford —  Borough  jobbing  —  Mr.   Bedcford'e 
biu  to  prevent  bribery  and  corruption — Sarcastic 
reply  to  Mr,  Thurhw,  who  oppoted  it  -  299 

Dr.  Fralikliii  to  Thomas  Wharton,  esq.  Philadelphia;  Lon- 
don, Feb.  20,  i768«  Conversation  with  Mr.  Se- 
cretary  Conway ^  relative  to  his  resignation^  and 
to  American  4^air8 — Boston  proceedings  -303 

to  Oovernor  Franklin,  March  13,  1768.  Lord 
Hillsborough — The  Farmer^s  letters — American 
manufactures — New  elections  in  England       '   -  305 

to  the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  Pennsylvania, 
March  13,  1768.  Affair  of  the  boundary  Une 
with  the  Indians — General  Gage\ — Qawrnor 
Penn  -  -  -  -  309 

to  Joseph  Galloway,  esq.  March  13,  17fi8«  Lord 
HiUiborough. — The  otdparUament  gone-- First 
instance  of  bribery  in  Queen  EmahetJis  time, 
monstrously  rissn  since      -  -  -311 

to  the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  Pennsylvama, 
April  16, 1768.  Repeal  oftheduty  act — Change 
of  government — Legal  tender  of  paper  money    -312 

to  Governor  Franklin,  April  16,  1768.  New  par- 
liamentary elections — Wilkes* s  election  for  Mid" 
dleseafi'^Ilhtmisuaions  on  that  occasion  .  313 

to  Mr.  Ross,  May  14, 1768.  Disorders  on  the  Ame- 
r  icon  frontiers — State  of  the  Capital  of  England 
on  account  of  Wilkes-Sending  a  Bishop  to 
America  -  -  •  -  315 

to  Joseph  Galloumy,  esq.  May  14,  17fi8.  Great 
disorders  in  London  occasioned  by  Wilkes's  party  3i6 

to  Governor  Franklin,  July  2,  1768.  J%e  Duke  of 
Grafton — Mr.  Secretary  Cooper — Lord  North 
-^Mr,  Todd,  secretary  of  the  post-office'^Lord 
Clare  -  -  i.  .  313 

to  Joseph  Galloway,  esq.  July  2,  1768.  Removal 
of  Lord  Clare — Return  of  Lord  W^bttmmigh — 
Other  changes  in  ' administration  i^J0Mination 
in  America — Wilkes's  outlawry  reve^ii^  -  323 

to  *    *    ♦,  London,  Nov.  28,  176B        -  -  325 

to  Monsieur  Dubourg,  Oct.  3;  1770.  Omrf  Bri- 
tain no  right  to  tax  the  North  American  e^fonies  326 

to  Gov.  Franklin,  Aiig.  If,  1772.  Removal  of  Lard 
HiUsborough-^Suceeeied  by  Lard  Dartmouth  -  327 
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Dr.  Fmiklm  to  Governor  'Fnutklm^  Augast'  ig,   1772. 

Lord  Hilbbprvmgh-^Rtftuedmbidttanee  t^  him  329 
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succeeded  fSm^Lard  Rochford  -  >  -  332 

lo  the  same,  Dec.  2,  1772^.  Lerd  Darimouik — 

Court  e^  ExehequeT'^'Ilhe  IndiA  Cowqmny-^Du- 

iy  on  te€>,' ii^o,  U      .,  -  -  333 

'   to  Thomas  Ciishin|Ef»  esq.  Dec.  2,  1773.     Petition 
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OF 


BENJAMIN  FRANKHN- 


PART  I. 

LETTERS  ON  MISCELLANEOUS  SUBJECTS. 


To  George  Whitfield.'    {The  Preacher.) 
On  Faith  and  Good  Works. 

SiB^  Philadelphia,  June  6,  175S* 

I  RECEIVED  your  kind  letter  of  the  £d  instant  and 
am  glad  to  liear  that  you  increase  in  strength :  I  hope  you  will 
continue  mending  till  you  recover  your  former  heahhand 
firmness.  Let  me  know  whether  you  still  use  the  cold  balb, 
and  what  effect  it  has« 

As  to  the  kindness  you  mention,  I  wish  it  could  have  been 
of  more  service  to  you.  *    But  if  it  had,  the  only  thanks  I 


'  One  of  the  founders  of  the  Methodists;  born  at  Glocester,  1714, 
dttd  in  New  England^  1770,  See  a  full  account  of  ^im  in  Msuoias 
oj  THi  Life,  Part  ii.  p.  84.,  4to.  cd.— P.  161.,  8vo.  Vol.  i. 

*  t>r.  Franklin  had  reliered  Mr.  Whitfield  in  a  paralytic  cast,  by  tb» 
application  of  electricity. 
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Should  desire  is,  that  you  would  always  be  equally  ready  (o 
oerve  any  other  person  that  may  ueed  your  assistance,  and  so 
let  good  offices  go  round;  for  mankind  are  all  of  a  familjr.,  • 
._For  my  own  part,  wheu  1  am  ^^mployed  in  serving  others, 
K'do  not  look  upon  myself  as  conferring  favors,  but  as  paying 
df  bts.    In  my  travels,  and  since  my  settlement,  1  have  jn^- 
j5^ived  much  kindness  from  men,  to  whom  I  shall  never  hvae 
any  opportunity  of  making  the  least  direct  return ;  and  nunijbqp- 
jeis  merdes  firom  God,  who  is  infinitely  above  being  benefited 
.by  our  services*    Those  kindnesses  from  men  I  can  therefore 
only  return  on  their  fellow-men,  and  1  can  only  shew  my  gnn 
titude  for  these  mercies  from  God,  by  a  readiness  to  help  his 
other  children,  and  my  brethren.    For  I  do  not  think  that 
thanks  and  eempliments,  though .  repeated,  weekly,,  c^  dis- 
charge our  real  obligations  to  each  other,  and  much  less  those 
.to  our  Creator.    You  will  see  in  this  my  notion  of  good 
w6rks,^that  I  am  far  from  expecting  to  merit  heaven  by  them. 
By  heaven  we  understand  a  state  of  happiness,  infinite  in 
.degree,  and  eternal  in  duration :  I  can  do  nothing  to  deserve 
.Wch  xewards*    He  that  fpr  giving  a  draught  of  water  to  a 
diirsty  person,  should  expect  to  be  paid  with  a  good  planta- 
lion,  would  be  modest  in  his  demands,  compared  with  thp^ 
who  think  they  de^terve  heaven  .for  the  little  good  they  dp  on 
^arth. .  £vea  the.  mixed  imperfect  pleasures  we  enjoy  in  this 
.  M'frld,  are  rather  from  God's  goodness  than^our  merit :  how 
,faucb  more  9U(db  happiness  of  heaven  1  For  my  part,  I  have 
Qot  the  vanity  tP  tliink  1  deserve.it,  the  fol^  to  expect  it,  nor 
d^  ambition  to  desire  it;  but  content  myself  in  submittin|[.to 
.  the  will  and  disposal  of  that  God  who  made  me,  who  has 
;  |iitherto  pi:eserved  and  blessed  me,  and  in  whose  fatherly 
jQodnesa  I  may  well  confide,  that  he  will  never  make  me 
auiH»i^lei  vid  that  even  tbe  afflictioos  I  may  at  anytime 
auffer,.  siudl  t^iul  to  my  b^ 
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*  The  Faith"  you  m^tian  has  certainly  its  iise  ill  the  ivt>lM: 
I  dbtiot  desire  to  see  it  diminished,  ncr  would  I   eHdeiifttf 
to  lessen  it  in  any  man.     But  I  wish  it  were  more  pi^ck^ife 
of  good  works  than  I  have  generally  seen  it:    I  medirifeal 
fted  works ;  works  of  kindness^  charity,  mercy,  and  puJEdic 
fjiint;    not   holiday*keeping,   sermon-reading,  or  hearing; 
)f^orming  church  ceremonies,  or  making  long  prayers,  filWd 
^d)  flatteries  and  compliments,  despised  even  by  wise  m^, 
waA  much  less  capable  of  pleasing  the  Deity.    The  worMfip 
of  Ood  is  a  duty ;  the  hearing  and  reading  of  sermons  xdnj 
b^  useful ;  but  if  men  rest  in  hearing  and  praying,  aft  Uki 
many  do,  it  is  as  if  a  tree  should  value  itself  on  being  watered 
and  putting  forth  leaves,  though  it  never  produced  any  fiitti; 
^  Yotir  great  Master  thought  much  less  of  these  ^outMltt 
t]|>pearances  and  professions  than  many  of  his  modemrdiiad^ 
pltB,     He  preferred  the  doers  of'  the  word  to   the -incite 
hearers ;  the  son  that  seemingly  infused  to  obey  hi^iMk^, 
aind  yefperformed  bis  commands^  to  hirri  that  profesaed:tnt 
readiness  but  neglected  the  work ;  theh^reiicifl  but  thinitaMe 
Samaritan,  to  the  uncharitable  though  orthodox  priest,  aiid 
sanctified  Levite;  aihd  those  who  gave  fockl  to  "Ae*  hii^^; 
drink  to  the  thirsty,  raiment  to  the  naked,'  etitertainmant  to 
^e  stranger,  and  relief  to  ^e  sick,  diough  they  never  hieitfd 
of  his  name,  he  declares  shall  in  the  last'day  be  accepted; 
'When  those  virfao  try  Lord!  Lord!  who  value  thent^Vti 
'  tipbn'  tSeir  faith,  though  great  enough  to  perform  miraelia^ 
but  Bifre  neglected  good  works,  shall  be  rejected.     He  ^r6- 
fsssed^  that  he  came  not  to  call  the  righteous,  but  sinners  to 
repentance;  Which  implied  his  modest  opinion  that  thin^ 
f^iere  some  hi  his  time  who  thought  themselves' so  good/ltlfii 
ttey  need  not  hear  even  him  for  improvement ;  but-tio#^ 
days  we  have  scarce  a  tittle  parson  that  does  not -IIUBk'il 
(he  duty  of  every  man  vridiin  his  reach  to  sit  tthder  his  petty 
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fiikilstnitions;  and  that  whoever  oiuits'  tlMm  offenda  God. 
I  wish  to  such  more  humility,  and  to  you  health  and  happi* 
Miff ;  bwng*  ' 

Your  friend  and  aenrant,  B.  Fr a  N K  Li N • 

^  '        To  Miss  Stevenson,  at  Wanstead. 
J  .    .  Advice  in  Reading. 

Craven  Street,  May  16,  1760. 
1  send  my  good  girl  the  books  I  mentioned  to  her 
last  night.    I  beg  her  to  accept  of  them  as  a  small  mark  of 
my  esteem  and  friendship.    They  are  written  in  the  familiar 
easy  manner  for  which  the  French  are  so  remarkable ;  and 
affdrd  a  good  deal  of  philosophic  and  practical  knowledge 
ttiiieiiibarnissdd  with  the  dry  madiematics,  used  by  more  exact 
reiwoners,  but  which  is  apt  to  discourage  young  beginners. 
--  I  would  advise  you  to  read  with  a  pen  in  your  hand,  and 
enfeir  in  a  little  book  short  hints  of  what  you  find  that  is  cu- 
Ti0Ui>  or  that  may  be  useful ;  for  this  will  be  the  best  method 
of'  imprindng  such  particulars  in  your  memory,  where  they 
win  be  ready,  either  for  practice  on  some  future  occasion,  if 
diey  are  matters  of  utility,  or  at  least  to  adorn  and  improve 
your  conversation,  if  they  are  rather  points  of  curiosity.    And 
«•  many  of  the  terms  of  science  are  such  as  yo,n  cannot  have 
met  with'  in  your  common  reading,  and  may  therefore  be 
unecquainted  with,  I  think  it  would  be  well  for  you  to  have  a 
good  dictionary  at  hand,  to  consult  immediately  when  you 
meet  with  a  word  you  do  not  comprehend  the  precise  me^w* 
ii^  of.    This  may  at  first  seem  troublesome  and  interrupting; 
but  it  is  a  trouble  that  will  daily  diminish,  as  you  will  daily 
find  less  and  less  occasion  for  your  dictionary,  as  you  beconie 
mofe  acquainted  with  the  terms ;  and.  in  the  mean  time  you 
will  lead  with  more  aatipfiictioq^  because  with  more  imder* 
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stamding.  When  any  point  occurs,  in  which  you  would.  b« 
ghd  to  have  farther  information  than  your  book  affords  you^ 
I  beg  you  would  not  in  the  least  apprehend^  that  1  shouU 
think  it  a  trouble  to  receive  and  answer  your  questions.  It 
will  be  a  pleasure,  and  no  trouble*  For  though  I  may  not 
be  able,  out  of  my  own  little  stock  of  knowledge,  to  afford 
you  what  you  require,  I  can  easily  direct  you  to  the  books 
where  it  may  most  readily  be  found.  Adieu^  and  believe  me 
ever^  my  dear  friend. 

Yours  affectionately,  B.  Frankun. 

To  John  Baskj^rvillb.  '    {The  Printer.) 

Dear  Sir,  Craven  Street,  London,  1760- 

Let  me  give  you  a  pleasant  instance  of  the  prejudtcjs. 
some  have  entertained  against  your  work*  Soon  after  I  f f* 
turned,  discoursing  with  a  gentleman  concerning  the  artbts 
of  Birmingham,  he  said  you  would  be  a  ni^ans  of  bliodiog 
all  the  readers  in  the  nation ;  for  the  strokes  of  your  letten 
'  bemg  too  thin  and  narrow,  hurt  the  eye,  and  he  could  nevec 
read  a  line  of  them  without  pain.     I  thought,  said  I,  you 


'  JoBN  Basksrville,  the  cekb/ated  type-founder  and  printer,  was 
hom  in  1706,  at  Wolverley,  in  the  county  of  Worcester.  Having  a 
small  estate  of  about  sixty  pounds  a-year,  he  was  not  bred  to  any  pro^ 
ilbsion;  but  in  17S6  he  became  a  schoolmaster  at  Birmingham,  whicit 
^  eontbued  many  years.  Afterwards  he  entered  upon  the  japanning 
busimss,  which  succeeded  so  well  as  to  enable  him  to  purchase  a 
ceunti7*house  and  set  up  his  carriage;  each  pannel  of  which  was  a 
distinct  picture,  and  the  wliole  might  be  considered  as  a  pattern-card 
of  his  txade.  In  1750  he  began  business  as  a  type-founder,  on  which 
he>jpent  many  hundreds  before  be  could  produce  a  letter  to  please 
himself.  By  perseverance  he  overcame  tSi  obstacles,  and  in  tfW 
published  an  edition  of  Virgil  in  quarto,  which  was  followed  by  Pan^' 
dise  Los^  the  Bible,  Coounon  Prayer,  and  sevend  other  works*   Id; 
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werefonif  t^ooniplaui  ofthe  gloss  of  the  paper^aome  olgect 
to.  .  '^'Noy'DO,'*  said  he,  <<  I  have  heard  dmt  BMnliotied,;biit 
hris-jlot  that;  it  is  inthe  for«&>acid  cot  of  the  tellers  them- 
$Aves :  they  have  not  that  height  and  thickness  of  the  stioke^ 
ivhich  makes  the  common  printing  so  much,  the  more  com* 
fartahle  to  the  e>e." — You  see  this  gentleman  was  a  cofmM* 
9mr.  In  vain  1  endeavored  to .  support  your  chacacter 
agahast  the  charge :  he  knew  what  he  felt,  and  cooid  <ie^  the 
reason  of  it,  and  several  other  gentlemen,  among  bisiriisnds 
bad  made  the  same  observation,  &c.  Yesterday  he  called  to 
wit  me,  when,  mischievously  beut  to  try  his  judgment,  I 
stepped  into  my  closet,  tore  off  the  top  of  Mr.  Caslon'a' 
spboimen,  and  produced  it  to  bim  as  yours,  brought  uithioe 
from  Birmingham,  saying  I  had  been  examining  it  since  he 
afMeto  uie,  and  could  not  for  my  life  perceive  the  diapro* 
]ibf4iou  he  mentioned,  desiring  him  topoiiitit  out  tome* 
tie  readily  undertook  it,  and  went  over  the  several  founts^ 
abowing  me  everywhere  what  he  thoo^  instances  .o(,  thpt 
dftproportion ;  and  declared,  thathe  could  not  thea  ieadii<bf^ 
specimen  without  feeling  very  strongly  the  pain -he  hadjo^fsn- 
Boned  to  me.  1  spared  him  that  time,  the  confusion  of  being 
told,  that  these  were  the  types  he  had  been  reading  all  his 
Bfe  with  so  muc  h  ease  to  his  eyes ;  the  types  bia  adoi^d 
ITewton  is  printed  with,  on  which  he  has  pored  not  a  little; 
bay,  the  very  types  his  own  book  is  printed  with ;  (for  be  i^ 

•      tm  ■■    ■   I  ■  ■         ■  I  I     <  ■ 

U6$  be  applied  to  Dr.  Franklin,  then  at  I^iris;  to^cMMd  thelftMH 
there  respfcting  the  purchase  of  hlilypes,  but  the'  proposal  waS^*9t 
accepted.  They  ^trt  many  years  after  purchased  by  the  ocMii^ted 
Hi  De  B^iiiarchiSr,'  ahil^emi^toyed  in  the'VrintTng  his  Uitipo 
ef  iIm  work^  of  Voltaire.  Baskerville  died  at  Birmingham, ill  izh; 
apd  §s  he  had  an  aversion  to  churcb-yards,  he  was  by  hisown;^direc- 
iMiiL^Ud  ip^inuisoteum  erected  on  his  own  groubA. 

'  An  miiomt 'iypMnjpsver  aod'  letoCftibmisTfa  lon^. 


fxraiselfraii-author)  aiid  yet  mever  discovered  ^diit  paHl&d'^^ 
pnipoitioo  inthem  till  Jie  thought  they  were  yours. 

I  am,  &c^  .  B.  FBXNKX^i^ifi 

To  John  ALt:tYN«,  Esq.  ...% 

On  earfy  Marriages. 
Dear  Jack,  Craven  Street,  August  9,  176^. 

You  desire,  you  say,  my  impartial  thoughts  on  the  8ubj#$t 
<>f  «ti  early  marriage,  by  way  of  aaswer  to  the  numberleas 
bbfe^onS'  that  have  been  made  by  numerous  persons  to  yov 
c^tm^  Vou '  may  remember,  when  you  consulted  me  oo.-^ 
OiCcasion,  that  I  thought  youth  on  both  sides  to  be  no  d^ffi^ 
tion.  Indeed,  from  the  marriages  that  have  fallen  under .mj 
observation,  I  am  ralber  inclined  to  think,  that  eaily  cQpp 
stand  the  best  chance  of  happiness.  The  temper  and  ba))|ita 
of  the  young  are  not  yet  become  so  stiff  and  uncomplyiagii  m 
^Ikn  more  advanced  in  life  :  they  form  more  easily  to  eac^ 
dCher,  and  hence  many  occasions  of  disgust  are  removed. 
And  if  youth  has  less  of  that  prudence  which  is  necessary^ 
iMliage  a  fanUiy,  yet  the  paroits  and^lder  friends  of  yotti^ 
nanied  persons  are  generally  at  hand  to  afford  their  adviije^ 
which  amply  supplies  that  defect ;  and  by  early  nuuTiagi|^ 
ybath  is  sooner  formed  to  regular  and  useful  life ;  and  fom^ 
biy  sotiie  of  tho'se  accidents  or  cotmexions,  that  ought  haw 
iigured.the.con8titutiQnf.or  reputation^  or  both,  are  tliereby 
l^ppily  prevented.  Particular  circumstances  of  particular 
persons,  may  possibly  sometimes  make  it  prudent  to  a^y 
Mtering  into  that  state ;  but  in  general,  when  nature  has  jr(»^ 
dered  our  bodies  fit  for  it,  the  presumption  is  ianatan^ 
fiintT,  that  sh^  has  not  judged  amiss- in  making  us  deakelt. 
Late  marriages  are  often  attended,  too,  with  this  furth^i^'itf* 
^onvf  fMDce.  that  (here  is  not  the  same  dittice  that  ^piriSIb 
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shall  lire  to  see  their  ofFspring  educated.    '<  Late  children/' 
says  the  Spanish  proverb,  ''  are  early  orj^ans.*'    A  melaiH 
chblj  reflection  to  those  whose  case  it  may  be.     With  us  in 
America,    marriages  are  generally  in  the  morning  of  life; 
our  children  are  therefore  educated  and  settled  in  the  world 
by  noon ;  and  thus,  our  business  being  done,  we  have  an  after- 
noon and  evening  of  cheerful   leisure  to  ourselves  ;  such  as 
our  friend  at  present  enjoys.     By  these  early  marriages  we 
are  blessed  wi^  more  children ;  and  from  the  mode  among 
us,  founded  by  nature,  of  every  mother  suckling  and  nursing 
ber  own  child,  more  of  them  are  raised.     Thence  the  swift 
progress  of  population  among  us,*  unparalleled  in  Europe. 
In  fine,  I  am  glad  you  are  married,  and  congratulate  you 
most  cordially  upon  it.    You  are  now  in  the  way  of  becom- 
ing a  useful  citizen;  and  you  have  escaped  the  unnatural  state 
of  celibacy  for  life— -the  fate  of  many  here,  who  never  intended 
it,  Jbut  who  having  too  long  postponed  the  change  of  their 
condition,  find,  at  length,  that  it  is  too  late  to  think  of  it,  and 
so  live  all  their  lives  in  a  situation  that  greatly  lessens  a  man's 
value.    Aa  odd  volume  of  a  set  of  books  bears  not  the  value 
of  its  proportion  to  the  set :  what  think  you  of  the  odd  half 
of  a  pair  of  scissars?  it  can't  well  cut  any  thing ;  it  may  poft* 
sibly  serve  to  scrape  a  trencher. 

Pray  make  my  compliments  and  best  wishes  acceptable  t» 
your  bride.  I  am  old  and  heavy,  or  I  should  ere  this  have 
presented  them  in  person.  I  sliall  make  but  small  use  of  the 
"old  man's  privilege, .  that  of  giving  advice  to  younger  friends. 
Treat  your  wife  always  with  respect ;  it  will  procure  resped 
to  you,  not  only  from  her,  but  from  all  diat  observe  it.  Never 
,  usie  a  slighting  expression  to  her,  even  in  jest ;  for  slights  in 
Jest,  after  frequent  bandyings,  are  apt  to  end  in  angry  earnest. 
Be  studious  in  your  profession,  and  you  will  be  learned*  B^ 
industrious  and  frugal,  and  you  will  be  rich.    Be  sober  and 
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temperate,  and  you  will  be  healthy.    Be  in  geoortl  tictuoiii^ ' 
and  you  will  be  happy.     At  least  you  will,  by  such  conduct^ 
stand  the  best  chance  for  such  consequences.    1  pray  God  ta 
bless  you  both ;  being  ever  your  affectionate  friend, 

B.  FBAH&Lfir; 

To  Michael  Collinson,  Esq. 

Respecting  Mr.  Peter  ColUman. 

DiiAR  Sir,  l^No  date.']  {supposed  to  be  in  1768  or  17C9  ) 
Understanding  that  an  account  of  our  dear  departed 
friend/  Mr.  Peter  Collinson, '  is  intended  to  be  given  to  the 
public,  I  cannot  omit  expressing  my  approbation  of  the  design. 
The  characters  of  good  men  are  exemplary,  and  often  stimii- 
la^  the  well-disposed  to  an  imitation,  beneficial  to  mankind, 
and  honorable  to  themselves.  And  as  you  may  be  unac- 
quainted with  the  following  instances  of  his  zeal  and  useful- 
ness in  promoting  knowledge,  which  fell  within  my  observa- 
tion, I  take  the  liberty  of  informing  you,  diat  in  1 730,  a 


'  Paltr  Collinson,  F.R.S.,  a  very  celebrated  botanist,  was  descended 
from  a  faotily  of  ancient  standing  in  the  county  of  Westmoreland^  but 
born  liimself  in  1693,  in  Clement's  Lane,  Lombard  Street  Hi|* 
parents  realised  a  handsome  fortune  by  trade  in  Gracechurch  Street, 
the  bulk  of  which  coming  to  Peter,  who  was  the  eldest  son,  he  was 
enabled  to  follow  his  favorite  pursuit  of  natural  history.  He  had 
one  6f  the  finest  gardens  in  England,  at  Peckham,  in  Surry,  whenee 
he  removed  in  1749  to  Mill  Hill,  in  the  parish  of  Hendon  in  Mid* 
dlesex,  where  he  died  in  1768.  Mr.  Collinson  kept  up  a  correspond* 
ence  with  men  of  science  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  he  sent  the 
first  electrical  machine  that  was  ever  seen  in  America,  as  a  present  to 
the  Philosophical  Society  at  Philadelphia.  lie  was  also  a  liberal 
contributor  to  the  public  library  of  that  city;  and  an  intimate  I'riehd  of 
Dr.  Franklin,  who  received  from  him  many  hints  and  papers  on  the 
lubjecttfelestricity. 
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jubscriptioii- library  being  set  on  foot  at  Philadelphia,  be 
encouraged  the  design  by  making'  several '  ver/  valoable  pre- 
sents to  it,  and  piDCurfiipitJthere  from* his  friends:  and  as  the 
library,  cgmponyi^flMka^eftastderable  sum  arisi^  annuaUj  to 
b&laid.out  in  iiooks,  and  needed  a  judicious  friend  in  London 
to  transact  the  busmess  for  them,  he  voluntarily  and  cheer- 
fnliy  undertooklhiali  strf ice,  .sad  executed  itibr  more  thfon 
thirty  years  successively,  assisting  ia  the  choice  of  books,  and 
lalung  ihe  whole  care  of  collecting  and  shipping  them,  witb^ 
out  ever  charging  or  accepting  any  .consideration  for  his  trou- 
Ue.  The  success  of  this  library  (gready  owing  to  his  kind 
countenance  and  good  advice)  encouraged  the  erecting  others 
ia  different  places  on  the  same  plan;  and  it  is  supposed  there 
are  now  upwards  of  thirty  subsisting  in  the  several  cokwM# 
ndiich  have  contributed  greatly  to  the  spreading  of  ussfol 
knowledge  in  that  pert  of  the  world ;  the  books  he  reconiH 
mended  being  all  of  that  kind,  and  the  catalogue  of  this  fos| 
fibrary  being  much  respected  and  followed  by  those  librarim 
tbat  succeeded.  ^i 

. }  During  the  same  time  he  transmitted  to  the  directors  of  Ili| 
Ubnupy  the  earliest  accounts  of  e^yery  new  European  impiovt^ 
iBSot  in  agriculture  and  the  arts,  and  every  philosophical  4i** 
eovery ;  among  which,  in  1745,  be  sent  over  an  accopnt  9t 
the. new  German  ^periments  in  electricity,  U^etber  witbe 
l^ass  tube,  and  some  directions  for  using  it,  so  as  to  repeA 
llK>se  experiments.  This  was  the  first  notice  I  hiul  -^ 
Ant  curious  subject,  which  I  afterwards  prosecuted,  i  uMl 
some  diligence,  being  encouraged  by  the  friendly  jrecep^oik 
he  gave  to  the  letters  I  wrote  to  him  upon  it.  <  Please  to 
tecepi  this  small  testimony  of  mine  to  his  memory,  for  which 
I. shall  ever  have  the  utmost  respect;  and  bKelieve  me,  with 
sincere  esteem,  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  bumble  servant,  B.  Franklin. 
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ToMlCHABL  HlLLBOAS,  Esq.  PHILADELPHIA. 

Om  covering  Houses  with  CA>pper. 

Dear  Sir,  London,  March  17,  i77a 

I  received  your  favor  of  November  25,  and  have- 
made  inquiries,  as  you  desired,  concerning  the  copper  cover* 
ing  of  houses.  It  has  been  used  here  in  a  few  instances  onl/, 
ind  the  practice  does  not  seem  to  gain  ground.  The  copper 
is  about  the  thickness  of  a  common  playing  card,  and  tboiigl^ 
a  dearer  metal  than  lead,  1  am  told  that  as  less  weight  aerve^ 
on  account  of  its  being  so  much  thinner,  and  as  slighter  wood* 
t^rk  in  die  roof  is  sufficient  to  support  it,  the  roof  .;a  not 
4sarei^  on  the  whole,  than  one  covered  with  lead,  li.is.aakl 
timt'  bail  and  rain  make  a  disagreeable  drumming,  noisia  on 
copper ;  but  tbb,  .1  suppose,  is  rather  fancy  ;  for  the  platts 
blAilg-  fssteiied  to  the  rafters,  must,  in  a  great  measvQD^ 
4ttid«ii  aucb  sound,  llie  first  cost,  whatever  it  is^  will  bn 
d^'at  a- copper  covering  must  last  for  ageji;  and  whefLtbi 
douse  decays,  the  plates  will  still  have  intrinsic  worth.  In 
Russia,  I  am  informed,  many  houses  are  covered  with  plates 
^  iron  tinned,  (such  as  <iur  tin  pota  and  other  waretare 
Qiada  of,)  laid  on  over  the  edgea  of  one  another  Jike  tiles;  anil 
illiicb,  it  is  said,  last  very  long ;  the  tin  preserving  the  iron 
froin  mufh  -decay  by  rusting.  In  France  and  the  Low 
Countries  I  have  seen  many  spouts  or  pipes  for  conv^yMif 
Ae  Vrater  down  from-  tlie  roofs  of  botiaes,  made  of  the 
iMd  of  tin  plates,  soldered  together ;  and  they  seem  toi 
vt»r)r  vrelK 
'  Wiib  sincere  regard,  I  am  yours,  &c. 


'.;v'li   :...-_ 
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To  Samuel  Rhoabs,  Esq. 

Containing  the  Method  of  covering  Housei  with  Copper. 
Dear. Friend,  London,  June  26^  177oi 

It  Is  a  long  time  since  I  had  the  pleasure  of  bearmg 
from  you  directly.  Mrs.  Franklin  has^  indeed,  now  and  then 
ftcqaainted  me  of  your  welfare,  which  I  am  always  glad  to 
hear  of.  It  is  I  fear  partly,  if  not  altogether,  my  fault  that 
our  correspondence  has  not  been  regularly  continued.  One 
Aing  I  am  sure  of,  that  it  has  been  from  no  want  of  regard 
on  either  side,  but  rather  from  too  much  business,  and  avoca* 
tions  of  various  kinds,  and  my  having  Kttle  of  importance  to 
communicate. 

One  of  our  good  citizens,  Mr.  Hillegas,  anxious  for  the 
future  safety  of  our  town,  wrote  to  me  some  time  since^  de- 
airiiig  I  would  inquire  concerning  the  covering  of  houses  here 
with  copper.  I  sent  him  the  best  information  I  could  then 
obttm,  but  have  since  received  the  enclosed '  from  an  ing^ 


f'^he  carpentry  of  the  roof  being  formed  with  its  proper  descenfe^ 
jSi  in  the  first  place,  sheeted  or  covered  with  deals,  nailed  horizontally 
upon  the  rafters,  after  the  same  manner  as  when  intended  to  be  co- 
vered with  lead.  Tlie  sheets  of  the  copper  for  this  covering  are  two 
feet  by  four,  and  for  covering  the  slopes  of  the  roof  are  cast  so  thin  as 
to  weigh  eight  or  nine  pounds,  and  for  covering  the  flats  or  gutters, 
tan  or  eleven  pounds  each,  or  about  one  pound,  or  a  pound  and  ft 
quarter  to  the  superficial  foot. 

'^'  A  string  of  strong  cartridge  paper  (overlapping  a  little  at  its  joints) 
is  regularly  tacked  down  upon  the  sheeting  of  wood,  uoder  the  copper 
covering,  as  the  work  proceeds  from  eaves  to  ridge.  It  prevents  the 
jingling  s6und  of  hail  or  rain  falling  upon  the  roof,  and  answers  ano- 
ther purpose,  to  be  mentioned  by-and-bye. 

**  In  order  to  show  the  regular  process  of  laying  down  the  roo^  we 
must  begin  with  fastening  two  slieets  together  lengthwise.  The  edges 
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niotis  friend,  who  is  what  they  call  here  a  civil  engineer.    I 
should  be  glad  you  would  peruse  it,  thmk  of  the  matter  a 


of  two  sheets  are  Uid  down  so  as  to  lap  or  cover  each  other  an  inch, 
and  a  slip  of  the  same  copper,  about  three  and  a  half  inches  broad, 
called  the  reeve,  is  introduced  between  them.  Four  oblong  holes  or 
idits,  are  then  cut  or  punched  through  tlie  whole,  and  they  are  fastened^ 
er  riveted  together  by  copper  nails,  with  small  round  shanks  and  flat 
heads.  Indents  are  then  cut  U  inch  deep  upon  the  seam  at  top  and  bot- 
tom. The  right-hand  sheet  and  the  reeve  are  then  folded  back  to  the 
left.  The  reeve  is  then  folded  to  the  right,  and  the  sheets  being  laid 
on  the  roof  in  their  place,  it  is  nailed  down  to  the  sheeting  with  flat- 
beaded  short  copper  nails.  The  right-hand  sheet  is  then  folded  over 
the  reeve  to  the  right,  and  the  whole  beat  down  flat  upon  the  cartridge 
paper  covering  the  sheeting,  and  thus  they  are  fastened  and  laid  in 
their  places,  by  nailing  down  the  reeve  only;  and  by  reason  of  the 
oblong  holes  through  them  and  the  reeve,  have  a  little  liberty  to 
eipand  or  contract  with  the  heat  and  cold,  without  raising  themsel^ 
up  fifom  the  sheeting,  or  tearing  themselves  or  the  fastening  to  pieces: ' 
Two  other  sheets  are  then  fixed  together,  according  to  the  flrjit  vad 
second  operations  above,  and  their  seam,  with  the  reeve,  introdaced 
tnidertfae  upper  ends  of  the  seam  of  the  former,  so  as  to  coVerdlMI 
about  two  inches  upon  the  upper  ends  of  the  former  sheets;  ^pdjpo 
far  the  cartridge  paper  is  allowed  to  cover  the  two  first  sheets.  Thif  ^ 
edge  of  the  paper  is  dipt  in  oil,  or  in  turpentine,  so  far  before  its  applin. 
cation,  and  thus  a  body  between  the  sheets  is  formed  impenetrahle  to, 
wet :  and  the  reeve  belonging  to  the  two  last  sheets  is  nailed  down  to . 
|he  sheeting  as  before,  and  the  left-hand  sheet  is  turned  down  to  the . 
right.  Four  sheets  are  now  laid  down,  with  the  seam  or  joint  rising 
to  the  ridge ;  and  thus  the  work  is  continued,  both  vertically  andlMh 
rizontally,  till  the  roof  be  covered,  the  sides  and  ends  of  each  sheet 
being  alternately  each  way,  undermost  and  uppermost. 

**  The  price  for  copper,  nails,  and  workmanship,  runs  at  about  eight 
pounds  ten  shillings  per  cwt.,  or  two  shillings  and  threepence  per  foot 
superficial,  exclusive  of  the  lappings;  and  about  two  shillings  and 
eigbtpence  per  foot  upon  the  whole;  which  is  rather  above  half  as 
much  more  as  the  price  of  doing  it  weU  with  lead.''  .     , 
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little,  and  ghre  me  your  ientinients  on  it.  When  yon  have 
doiie  with  the  paper,  please  to  give  it  to  Mr.  Hillegat^  I 
Ml  told  by  Lord  Le  Despencer,  who  has  covered  a.  long 
fmziB,  or  gallery,  with  copper,  that  the  enpen^  is  charged 
in  this  account  too  high,  for  his  cost  but  one  shilling  and  ten* 
pence  per  foot,  all  charges  included.  I  suppose  his  cojpper 
teust  have  been  thinner.  And,  indeed,  it  is  so  stroi^f^  a 
taietal,  that  I  diif|k  it  may  well  be  used  very  thin. 

It  appears  to  me  of  great  importance  to  build  our  dwdl* 
hug  honses,  if  we  can,  in  a  manner  more  secure  frqm  danget* 
by  fire.  We  scarcely  ever  hear  of  fire  in  Paris.  When  t 
was  there,  I  took  particular  notice  of  the  construction,  of 
their  bouses,  and  I  did  not  see  how  one  of  them  could  weH 
be  burnt.'  The  roofs  are  slate  or  tile,  the  walls  are  ston*^ 
ft6  rooms  generally  lined  with  stucco  or  plaster,  instead  of 
wainscot,  the  floors  of  stucco,  or  of  six-sided  tiles  painted 
brown,  or  of  fli^  stone,  or  of  marble ;  if  any  floors  were  of 
wood,  they  were  of  oak  wood,  which  is  not  so.  inflammable 
as  pine;  Carpets  prevent,  iht  Coldness  of  stone  or  brick 
floors  ofn^ndiiig  the  feet  in  winter,  and  the  noise  of  treading 
on  stfch  floors;  ovi^rtiead,  is  less  inconvenient  than  on  boanb. 
The  stairs  too,' at  Paris,  aire  either  stone  or  brick,  with  only 
a  wooden  edge  or  comer  for  the  step ;  so  that,  on  the  whole, 
though  the  Parisians  commonly  bum  wood  in  their  chimnies, 
a-  more  dangerous  kmd  of  fuel  than  that  used  here,  yet  their 
bouses  escape  extremely  well,  as  there  is  little  in  a  room  diat 
can  be' consumed  by  fire  except  the  furniture;  whereas -in 
London,  perhaps  scarcely  a  year  passes  in  which  half  a  mil* 
lion  of  property  and  many  lives  are  not  lost  by  this  destmtftive 
element.  Of  late,  indeed,  they  begin  here  to  leuve  off 
wainscoting  their  rooms,  and  instead  of  it  cover-  the- walla 
with  stucco,  often  formed  into  pannels,  like  wainsco^  which, 
being  pabted,  is  very  strong  and  warm.  Stone  staircases  too. 
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wkh  imD.nuh^  grow  more  andvmore  tato  faabigo  hera.  Biit 
•toneatepii  caimot^.m  aome  cir<;um8tance6|  be  fixed;  tti4 
dbere^ jne^hiiiks,  oak  i$  safer  ihan  pine  ;  and  I  asmre  ya^ 
Ihat  in  nuuiy  genteel  iiousea  here^bolh  old  and  newi  tlie  slaiit 
and  flooraare.oak,  and  look  extnemely  well.  Perhapsraeli^ 
ntfcinr  the  step*  would  be  atiU  safer  than  boards;  and  tV0 
ftepeoigbt  be  cut  diagonally  out  of  one  piece.  •■  Excnsi»  lyqi 
talking  to  yo«  on  a  subject  witfi  which'  you  must  be  so  tnuch 
bistlee.acquaintedthan  I  am.  It  ispartly  to  make  Out  k  k^ 
ter,  and, partly  in  hope*  that  by  turning  you(r  attention  to  the 
pointy  soraemethods  of  greater  security  in  our  future  butld^ 
ing  may  be  thought  of  and  promoted  by  you^  whose  jud^* 
nent  I.koow  has  deservedly  great  weight  with  our  iellow^ 
citizens*  For  diough  our  town  has  not  hitherto  suffered  ?€Hry 
greatly  by  fire^  yet  I  am  apptehensive  that  -some  .tinie*4ir 
o^er^  by  a  concurrence  of  unlucky  circumstances,  such-,  ae 
dry  weather,  hard  frost^and  Ugh  winds,  a  fire  then  happeniag- 
mty  suddenly  spread  for.  and  wideov^r  our  cedar  roofs,  md 
do  us  immense  mischief. '  I  am  yours,  Slc«' 
y.  .-  -   B.JFranklii^..  .; 

^^.      To  Governor  Frankli;n/  Nj^w  Jersey. 
^  J,  ^  On  Exercise  of  the  Body. 

t  London,  August  19^  1772. 

,:•  ^  *  *  In  yours  of  May  14di,  you  acquaint  me  with  your 
indispotttion,  which  gave  me  great  concern.  The  resolution 
yjipu  have  taken  to  use  more  exercise  is  extremely  proper ; 
ind  I  hdpe  you  will  steadily  perform  it.  It  is  of  the  greatest 
faipoitance  to.  prevent  diseases,  since  the  cure: of  .them  by 
|Jiysic<is  so  very  precarious.    In  considering  the  different 

'd\'iLtm      ■■  

..i  «  Dr.  Franklin's  son,  to  whom  the  first  part  of  the  Mskoias  of 
aiaLiiaisaddrsamt.  i.i 
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liadf  of  ^xercne,  I  have  thought  that  tht  quantum  of  each 
ia  to  be  judged  of,  not  by  time  or  by  duitance,  but  by  the 
degree  of  warmth  it  produces  in  the  body :  thus,  when'  I 
dbaerve  if  I  am  cold  when  I  get  into  a  carriage  in  a  moniiag; 
I' may  ride  all  day  without  being  warmed  by  it;  that  if  on 
horseback  my  feet  are  cold,  I  may  ride  some  hours  before 
fkty  become  warm ;  but  if  I  am  ever  so  cold  on  foot^  i 
cannot  walk  an  hour  briskly,  without  glowing  from  head  to 
foot  by  die  quickened  circulation  :  I  have  been  ready  to  i^^ 
(using  round  numbers  wimout  regard  to  exactness,  but  mcrdtf 
to  make  a  great  difference)  that  there  is  more  exercise  in  one 
Bile's  riding  tm  horseback,  tl^an  in  Jive  in  a  coach ;  and  mora 
in  one  miie^r  wrikifig  on  foot,  than  in  Jive  on  horseback ;  to 
which  1  may  add,  that  there  is  more  in  walking  one  mile  up 
and  down  stairs,  than  in^t^  on  a  level  floor. — ^The  two  lat«« 
ter  exercises  may  be  had  within  doors,  when  the  weather  dis- 
courages going  abroad ;  and  die  last  may  be  had  when  one 
is  pinched  for  time,  as  containing  a  great  quantity  of  exercise 
in  a  handful  of  minutes.  The  dumb  bell  is  another  exercise 
of  the  latter  compendious  kind ;  by  the  use  of  it  I  have  in 
forty  swings  quickened  my  pulse  from  sixty  to  one  hundred 
beats  in  a  minute,  counted  by  a  second  watch  ;  and  I  sup- 
pose the  warmth  generally  increases  with  quickness  of  pulse. 

B.   FaAKKUN# 

To  Mr*  Anthony  Bknezst,'  PHitAOELPiiiA. 

Qn  the  Slave  Trade.  .« 

Dear  Friend,  London,  jtugust  29,  1772. 

I  made  a  little  extract  from  yours  of  April  dTj  of 

the  number  of  slaves  imported  and  perishing,  with  some 

'  An  American  philanthiopist.    In  1767,  ha  wrote  a  Cautiim  to 
Great  Bnuin  and  bar  CokMiies,  in  a  Aort  nprs  wiaHon  of  the  caia* 
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close  remarks  oo  tbe  hypocrisy  of  this  country,  which  encoi^ 
rages  such  a  detestable  commerce  by  laws  for  promoting 
the  Guinea  trade ;  while  it  piqued  itself  ou  its  virtue,  love 
of  liberty,  and  the  equity  of  its  courts  in  setting  free  a  single 
negro.  Tliis  was  inserted  in  the  London  Chronicle  of  the 
2&th  of  June  last. — I  thank  you  for  the  Virginia  address, 
which  [  shall  also  publish  with  some  remarks.  I  am  glad 
to  hear  that  the  disposition  against  keeping  negroes  grows 
iqore  general  iu  North  America.  Several  pieces  have  beeQ 
lately  printed  here  against  the  practice,  and  I  hope  in  time 
it  will  be  taken  into  consideration  and  suppressed  by  the  le* 
gislature.  Your  labors  have  already  been  attended  witb 
great  effects :  I  hope  therefore  you  and  your  friends  will  be 
encouraged  to  proceed  :  my  hearty  wishes  of  success  attend 
you,  being  ever,  my  dear  friend. 

Yours  affectionately,  B.  Franklin.    . 

To  Dr.  Priesti^ey. 
Moral  Jlgebra,  or  Method  of  .deciding  doubtful  Matien 
with  oneself   . 

. .  DfiAR  Sir,  London,  Septeiuber  19,  177^. 

In  the  affair  of  so  much  importance  to  you, 
wherein  yeu  ask  my  advice,  I  cannot,  for  want  of  sufficieut 
premises/  counsel  you  what  to  determine ;  but  if  you  please^ 
I  will  tell  you  how.  When  those  difficult  cases  occur,  they 
are  difficult  chiefly  because,  while  we  have  them  under  con- 
sideration^  all  the  reasom  pro  and  con  are  not  present  to  the 

mitoua  state  of  the  enslaved  negroes  in  the  British  dominions.  In 
1772,  be  published  Historical  Accoimtsof  Guinea;  with  an  Inquiry 
into  the  Rise  and  Progress  of  the  Slave-Trade,  its  nature  and  lament- 
able effects.  This  amiable  man  seemed  to  have  nothing  else  at 
heart  but  the  good  of  his  fellow-creatures ;  and  the  last  act  of  his 
life  was  to  take  from  his  desk  six  dollars  for  a  poor  widow. 
VOL.  I.  B 
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mind  at  the  same  tith& ;  biit  sdoietittie^  oM  d(st  present  them- 
lelvea  |  and  at  other  tidied  another^  the  first  being  out  of 
flight.  Hence  the  various  purpdses  or  inclinations  that  alter- 
tmttiy  prevail,  and  the  uncertainty  that  perplexes  us.  To 
get  dver  tbis^  mj  waj  is,  to  divide  half  a  sheet  of  paper  bj 
a  litib  into  two  coluninli :  vt'riting  over  the  one  pro,  and  over 
the  other  c(m ;  then  during  three  or  four  days'  consideration, 
I  put  down  under  the  different  heads,  short  hints  of  the  dif- 
ferent motives  that  at  different  times  occur  to  me,  for  or 
§guln8i  the  mfeafsure.  Wheh  I  have  thus  got  them  all  toge* 
Akr  in  one  view,  I  endeavor  to  estimate  their  respective 
we^his,  and  where  I  find  two,  (one  on  each  side)  that  seem 
equal,  I  strike  them  both  out.  If  I  find  a  reason  pro  equal 
io  Bomt  two  reasons  con,  I  strike  out  the  three.  IS  I  judg6 
fome  two  reasons  con  equal  tb  some  three  reasons  pro,  I 
strike  out  tfae^ve;  and  thiis  proceedings  I  find  at  length 
vhere  the  balance  lies  ;  and  if  after  a  day  or  two  of  farther 
consideration,  nothing  new  that  is  of  importance  occurs  on 
^tliet'.sid^,  I  come  to  a  determination  accordiiq^Iy.  And 
though  the  weight  of  reasons  cannot  be  taken  with  the  pre- 
cision of  Algebraic  qtnintities,  yet,  when  each  is  thus  consi- 
detdd  teparately  kvA  cotnpithitivelyi  and  the  whole  lies  before 
Aie,  I  think  I  eaii  judge  better,  add  Utti  less  liable  to  make  H 
fkftk  step ;  and  in  fact  I  have  found  great  advantage  from 
this  kind  of  equation,  in  vfhkt  nkay  be  called  inot'al  or  prti* 
Jkntial  algebra. 

Mfishmg  AtLCtitlj  that  yoti  may  cletemrine  for  the  best,  t 
wok  everj  my  dear  friend, 

yoidlrs  mosi  idBSsctiodately,      B.  FftAKfcLiN. 
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To  THE  Rev.  Dr.  Mather. 

Dissenters'   Petition. — America   known  to    the  Europeutit 
before  Columbus. 

Reverend  Sir,  London,  July  7, 1773. 

By  a  lioe  of  the  4th  past,  I  acknowledged  the  !'•» 
ceipt  of  your  favor  of  March  18,  and  sent  you  with  it  two 
pamphlets.  I  now  add  another,  a  spirited  address  to  thi^ 
bishops  who  opposed  the  dissenters'  petition.  It  is  written 
by  a  dissenting  minister  at  York.  There  is  preserved  at  tbt 
end  of  it,  a  little  fugitive  piece  of  mine  on  the  same  occa* 
tion. 

I  perused  your  tracts  w*ith  pleasure  :  I  see  you  inherit  alt 
the  various  learning  of  your  famous  ancestors,  Cotton  am 
Increase  Mather.  The  father  Increase,  I  once  heard  preiafch 
at  die  Old  South  Meeting  for  Mr.  Pemberton ;  and  i«meiD» 
ber  his  mentioning  the  deadi  of  ''  that  wicked  old  perseeiitot 
of  God's  people,  I^wis  the  XIV  ;^  of  which  news  had  jiisi 
been  received  ;  but  which  proved  premature.  I  was  somie 
years  afterwards  at  his  house  at  the  north  end  on  some  errand 
to  him^  and  remember  him  sitting  in  an  easy  chair  apparently 
very  old  and  feeble.  But  Cotion  I  remember  in  the  vigor  of 
his  preaching  and  usefulness. 

You  have  made  the  most  of  your  argument,  to  prove  that 
i&meri^  oiigbt  be  known  to  the  ancients.  There  is  another 
discovery  of  it  daimed  by  the  Norwegians,  which  you  have 
not  mentioned,  unless  it  be  under  the  words  '^  of  old  viewed 
and  ot>served/^  page  7*  About  twenty-five  years  since.  Pro- 
fessor Kalm,  a  leanied  Swede,  was  with  us  in  Pennsylvania* 
He  contended,  that  America  was  discovered  by  their  northern 
pec^Ie,  long  before  the  time  of  Columbus ;  which  I  doubt* 
ingy  be  drew  up  and  gave  me  some  time  after;  a  note  of  those 
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discoveries^  which  I  send  you  enclosed.'     It  is  his  own  hand- 
writing,  and  his  own  English;   very  intelligible  for  tlie  time 


«  This  paper  is  wanting.  We  subjoin,  however^  another  account 
of  the  discovery  of  America,  which  has  lately  appeared. 

BrunstUsy  Dec.  4, 1816. 
.  In  the  last  namber  of  the  Magazine  for  the  Sciencei^  Arts,  and  Lei' 
tirgf  published  in  Dutch  at  Amsterdam^  it  is  proved  from  new  doeo- 
meats  that  are  very  authentic,  that  it  is  not  to  Columbus  or  to  Vcspa- 
tiiu  that  we  owe  the  discovery  of  America,  but  to  Martih  Behevs,  a 
OfttiYe  of  Nuremberg  in  Franconia.  He  was  a  most  learned  geogra- 
pher, astronomer,  and  navigator.  He  isailed  in  1459,  with  a  vessel 
quipped  by  the  orders  of  Isabella,  daughter  of  John  II.,  King  of  For- 
toga],  who  was  at  that  time  governess  of  Burgundy  and  Flanders* 
He  first  discovered  Fayal,  with  the  adjacent  islands  called  the  Azores, 
which  bore  for  a  long  time  the  name  of  the  **  Isle  of  tft  Flemings/* 
He  inhabited  for  20  years  that  city,  where  he  established  a  colony  of 
Ckmings.  Eight  years  before  the  expedition  of  Columbus^  in  1484, 
lie  secretly  applied  to  John  IL,  who  equipped  a  fiotilla  to  give  l^m  all 
kinds  of  succors.  Behens  first  discovered  the  Brazils,  penetrated  as 
&r  as  the  Straits  of  Magellan,  and  visited  the  country  inhabited  fay 
liie  Patagonians.  He  made  a  map  of  his  discoveries,  delivered  it  to 
the  King,  and  sent  a  copy  of  it  to  Nuremberg;,  his  native  city,  where 
it  is  still  preserved  in  the  archives  of  the  city.  It  was  after  the  in- 
spection of  this  map  that  Columbus  undertook  his  expedition.-— (From 
the  J(mmalde  la  Belgique^  Dec.  5,1816.) 

The  honor  of  this  discovery  has  also  been  claimed  by  the  Ice- 
landers. 

'  ''  The  Icelandic  chronicles  or  annals,  are  in  general  very  exact  in 
relating  their  maritime  expeditions  in  the  northern  seas,  and  even  in 
preserving  the  adventurers'  names.  The  following  account  stands  on 
tiie  testimony  of  Torssus,  and  Angrim  Jonas,  two  writers  of  un- 
doubted credit,  who  have  faithfully  copied  the  old  historians  of  their 
country. 

** '  There  was,*  say  they,  '  an  Icelander,  named  Heriol,  who,  with 
his  son  Biarn,  made  every  year  a  trading  voyage  to  different  cotmtrics, 
ttd  generally  wintered  in  Norway.    Happening  in  the  year  1001|  to 
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he  hadlbeen  among  us.  The  circumstances  give  the  accoui]it 
a  great  appearance  of  authenticity.     And  if  one  may  judge 

be  separated  from  each  other,  the  son  steered  his  course  for  Norway^' 
where  he  supposed  he  should  meet  his  father ;  but  on  his  arrival 
there,  he  found  he  was  gone  to  Greenland,  a  country  lately  discovered, 
and  little  known  to  the  Norwegians,  but  which  was  settled  by  Eric 
KufUs^  a  young  Norwegian  nobleman,  in  the  year  999>  and  before  ^he. 
elenwDth  century,  churches  were  founded,  and  a  bishopric  created  at 
€racde,  the  capital  of  the  settleraeat.  Biarn  determined  to  follow  faia 
father,  set  sail  for  Greenland ;  although,'  says  Angrim,  ^  be  had 
nobody  on  board  who  could  direct  him  in  the  voyage,  nor  any  hsh 
atructions  to  guide  him :  so  great  waa  the  courage  of  the  ancient 
mariners.  He  steered  by  his  observation  of  the  stars,  and  from  a  te- 
membrance  of  what  he  had  heard  of  the  direction  in  which  the  plttoe 
he  was  in  search  of  lay.  During  the  three  first  days,  he  stood  to  the 
west,  but  the  wind  varying  to  the  north,  and  blowing  strong,  he  wia 
forced  to  run  to  the  southward.  The  wind  died  away  in  about  t4 
hours,  i|hea  they  discovered  land  at  a  distance,  which,  as  they.  s|i- 
proached,  appeared  flat  and  low,  and  covered  with  wood ;  for  which 
Teaaon  he  would  not  go  on  shore,  being  convinced  that  it  was  not 
iGrecnland.  They  then  stood  to  the  north-west,  and  observed  a  bite 
of  the  sea  which  formed  an  island,  bat  did  not  put  in  there.  After 
aome  days  they  arrived  safe  in  Greenland.  lu  the  sumnoer  of  1009^ 
Biam,  accompanied  by  laef  the  son  of  Eric  Rufus,  who  had  disco* 
▼ered  Greenland,  set  4)ut  on  a  voyage  to  the  land  he  had  before  seen, 
but  after  sailing  about  in  various  directions,  they  returned  without 
any  success.  They  however  wintered  in  a  place  where  the  tempera- 
ture  of  the  air  was  mild,  and  the  land  fertile,  producing  fine  grapes, 
from  which  they  named  it  Vineland.  The  following  year,  a  ship  was 
sent  out  to  push  the  discovery  still  further,  but  being  overtaken  by  a 
storm,  she  was  much  damaged,  and  returned.' 

"  The  Norwegians  continued  to  visit  Vineland  yearly,  and  by  th^ 
means  partly  established  themselves  as  a  colony  there.  This  appears 
to  be  a  fact  well  attested,  but  to  settle  the  geography  of  that  conntr/ 
is  not  so  universally  agreed  upon.  To  succeed  in  an  inquiry  of  this 
kind,  we  should  know  what  part  of  America  lies  nearest  to  Greei^ 
iandj  and  by  what  nations  it  is  inhabited. 
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b|j^  tbe  deicriptkMi  of  the  winter;  the  coantry  they  visited 
AduM  be  southward  of  New  Eng^dy  supposing  no  change 
sttioe  tbet  lime  of  the  climate.  But  if  it  be  true,  as  Krants^  I 
iMtik,  and  some  other  historians  tell  us^  that  old  Greenland^ 


*'  Although  we  may  not  be  able  exactly  to  ascertain  the  situation 
of  Vineland,  we  have  sufficient  room  to  conjecture  that  this  colony 
could  not  he  ftr  from  tbe  coasts  of  Labrador,  or  those  of  Newfound- 
land,  which  are  not  far  from  it,  nor  is  there  any  circumstance  in  the 
vtfkiiens'of  the  ancient  chronicles,  but  what  may  be  accounted  for  on 
aaah  »  supposition. 

;  **  The  first  difficulty  that  roust  be  obviated,  is  the  short  space  of 
time  that  appears  to  have  been  taken  up  in  passing  to  this  country 
from  Greenhuid.  To  this  it  may  be  said,  that  the  Norwegians  pro* 
hably  sailed  from  the  western,  as  well  as  from  the  eastern  coist  of 
tfilif  country,  since  they  had  settlements  on  both  sides  of  it 
^•f^  It  is  certain  tbat  Ds;vis*8  Strait^  which  separates  Greenland  from 
Iftd  American  continent^  is  very  narrow  in  several  places,  and  is  ap* 
HSfus  from  <  EUis's  Voyage  to  Hudson's  Bay,'  that  his  passage  from 
i^t  southern  point  of  Greenland  to  the  entrance  to  Hudson*s  Bay, 
was  but  seven  or  eight  days'  sail.  The  distance  from  the  same  point 
16  the  nearest  coast  pf  Labrador  is  much  less.  This  could  therefore 
^ypcar  no  such  irightful  distance  to  adventurers  who  had  newly  dis* 
coveted  Greenland,  which  is  separated  from  leeknd  by  a  diStanee 
Utarly  equal.  This  reasoning  is  still  further  enforced,  when  'we 
reflect,  that  Iceland  itself  is  nearly  double  tbat  distance  from  the 
nearest  parts  of  Norway. 

**  Mr.  £gede,  in  his  account  of  Greenland,  says,  that  Davis's  Strait 
IS  only  a  deep  bay,  which  runs  on,  narrowing  towards  the  north,  till 
the  opposite  or  American  continent  can  easily  be  discerned,  and  tbat^ 
ll»  extremity  ends  in  a  river,  over  which,  wandering  savages,  inured  to 
cald,  might  easily  pass  if  they  had  no  canoes. 
{.  ^  The  result  of  this  seems  to  be,  that  there  can  be  no  deuht  but 
that  the  Nurwegian  Greenlandcrs  discovered  the  American  continent, 
and  that  the  place  where  they  settled  was  either  the  country  of  Labra- 
dar,  or  Newfoundland,  and  that  their  colony  si^isted  there  »  long 
time."— IfoZ/rt's  Northern  AtUiq^ikiet,  Vol.  L 


<»iioe  inhabited  and  pppuipua^  u  qow  reod^rod  i^inhidiited  hf-, 
ke,  it  sboMld  seem  4i%t  tbe  ajipo^t  perpistu^l  nortbem  WsMk 
bad  gained  grouod  to  tbe  southwi^  ^  and  i£  so,  porhapa  mcirt^ 
«Qrtberu  countriea  mighl;  ajapiantly  hi^ve  bad  vims,  tbaq  Mli 
be^r  them  in  theae  days«  B.  Fbanklin.  ^ 

To  Sakuel  Danforth^  Esq. 

Deak  Sib,  London,  July  25,  1773*    ' 

It  gave  me  great  pleasure  to  receive  so  cbeeih 
<ul  an  episde  from  a  friend  of  half  a  century's  standing,  iumI 
to  see  him  commencing  life  a-nei|r  in  so  valuable  a  son.  I 
hope  tbe  young  gepdeman's  patent  will  be  as  beneficial  IQ 
bim  as  his  invenlion  must  be  to  the  public* 

I  see  by  tbe  papers,  that  you  continue  to  afford  that  publif; 
jour  services,  which,  makes  me  almost  ashamed  of  my  resolu- 
tions for  retirement.  But  this  exile,  thopgh  an  honorabl# 
one,'  is  become  grievous  to  me,  in  so  long  a  separation  froQ^ 
my  family,  friends  and  <;Quntry,  all  which  you  happily  enioV : 
and  long  may  you  continue  to  enjoy  them.  1  hope  for  ^ 
i;reat  pleasure  of  once  more  eieeing  ai^d  cqi^versi^g  with  yfiif^i 
^ud  though  living  on  in  one's  children^  as  we  both  may  do,  is 
a  good  thing,  I  cannot  but  fancy  it  might  be  better  to  coa* 
tiuue  living  ourselves  at  the  same  time.  I  rejoice  therefore, 
in  your  kiud  intentions  of  including  me  in  the  benefits  of  that 
j^iestimable  stone,  wbicl^  curing  all  diseases  (even  old  age  i|r 
self  )^  will  enable  us  to  see  the  future  glorious  state  of  Q^ 
America,  enjoying  in  full  security  her  own  Ubertiies,  ainl 
offering  in  her  bosom  a  participation  of  them  to  all  the  djp 
nres^  of  other  nations.    1  anticipate  ihe  jolly  conversation 

>  Dr.  Frauklin  was  at  that  time  agent  for  aeveral  of  tbe  Amenoiii 
4»loaie9  in  Great  Britain*  ^         .  ,    L^.-  '  ^mj 
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fie  aad'twMitQT  moreof  our  frieods  !»«][  btv«  a  btm^red  yeara 
hsme  oa  >ih%9  subject,  over  Uiat-n^eU  Kplerashed  bowl  iat 
Hsmibridige  coonneuceinent.  I  atn^  dear^  sir^  for  an  agel6 
fO^ia,  and  for  ever,  with  sincere  esteem  and  respect,  your 
inoil  obedient  humble  servant,  B.  Fran rlin." 

T^Q   His   Most  Serejse  Hiohkrss  Dqjj  GABaiEii 
OF  Bourbon. 

i:  On  receiving  his  Version  of  Sallubt. 

^'      •  Philadelphia,  Dec.  1 2,  1 775, 

Illustrious  Prince, 

I  have  just  received  through  (he  hands  6f  the 
ambassador  of  Spain,  the  much  esteemed  present  your  most 
serene  highness  hath  so  kindly  sent  n\e,  of  your  excellent  ver- 
sion of  Sallust. 

lam  extremely  s^tasible  of  the  honoi*  done  me,  and  beg 
your  would  accept  my  thankful  acknowledgments.  L  msh  I 
CQttld'send  hence  any  American  literary  production  worthy  of 
your  perusal ;  but  as  yet  the  muses  have  scarcely  visited  these 
iremote  regions.  Perhaps,  however,  the  proceedings  of  oar 
sAmerioaii  congress,  jnst  published,  may  4)e  a  sub^t 
of  some  curiosity  at  your  court.  I  therefore  take  the 
liberty  of  sending  your  highness  a  copy,  with  some  other 
papers  which  contain  accounts  of  the  successes  wherewith 
Providence  has  lately  favored  us.  Therein  your  wise  po]^- 
ckfis-  may  contemplate  the  first  eflforts  of  a  rising  state, 'which 
.faeeois. likely  soon  to  act  a  part  of  some  importance  op  die 

tge  of; human  affairs,  and  furnish  materials  for  a  future  Sal« 
t.  I  am  very  old  and  can  scarce  hope  to  see  the  event  of 
this  great'  coniest :  but  looking  forward,  I  think  I  see  a 
power^l  dominion  growing  up  here,  whose  interest  it  will  be 
to  form,  ariose  and  firm  alliance  with  Spain,  (their  territories 
iMMrdering)  end  who  being  united,  will*  be  able,  not  only  ta 
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preserve  Chehr  own  people  in  peace,  but  to  repel  the  feUK^e  off 
atl  Che  other  powers  in  Europe.  It  seems,  therefore,  pn^ 
dent  on  both  sides  to  cultivate  a  good  understanding,  lltot 
may  hereafter  be  so  useful  to  both ;  towards  which  a  hit 
foundation  is  ah-eady  laid  in  our  minds,  by  the  well-founded 
popular  opinion  entertained  here  of  Spanish  integrity  and 
honor.  I  hope  my  presumption  in  hinting  this  will  b^ 
pardoned.  If  in  any  thing  on  this  side  the  globe  1  can  ren- 
der either  service  or  pleasure  to  your  royal  highness,  your 
commands  will  make  me  happy.  With  the  utmost  esteem 
and  veneration,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Serene  High- 
ness-s  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

B.  Fran9:un* 

To  Dr.  Priestley. 

Philosopher's  Stone — State  of  affairs  in  America*  •: 

*    Dear  Sir,  Paris^  Jan.  27,  1777.  ^ 

I  received  your  very  kind  letter  of  Febhiary 
last,  some  time  in  September.  Major  Carleton,  who  was 
so  kind  as  to  forward  it  to  me,  had  not  an  opportunity  of 
dcSng  it  sooner.  I  rejoice  to  hear  of  your  continual  progrelks 
in  those  useful  discoveries ;  I  find  that  you  have  set  all  flie 
philosophers  of  Europe  at  wOrk  ui^u  fixed  air;  and  it  is 
with  great  pleasure  I  observe  how  high  you  stand  in  their 
opinion ;  for  I  enjoy  my  friends'  fame  as  my  own. 

fThe  hint  you  gave  me  jocularly,  that  you  did  not  quite 
despair  of  the  philosopher's  stone,  draws  from  me  a  request^ 
that  when  you  have  found  it,  you  will  take  care  to  lose  it 
again ;  for  I  believe  in  my  conscience  that  mankind  are 
wicked  enough  to  continue  slaughtering  one  another  as  long 
as^  they  can  find  money  to  pay  the  butchers.  But  of  all  the 
wars  in  my  time,  this  on  the  part  of  Ei^land  appears  to  nate 
the  wickedest ;  having  no  cause  but  malice  against  liberty, 
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aod  th«  jealou^  of  comineree.  And  I  think  the  crioif 
seeips  likely  to  meet  with  its  proper  puoishnient;  a  total 
loss  of  her  own  liberty^  and  the  destruction  of  her  lown  caai* 
merce. 

r  I  suppose  you  would  like  to  know  something  of  the  state 
of  affairs  in  America.  In  all  probability  we  shall  b^  mud| 
atronger  the  next  campaign  than  we  were  in  the  Ust ;  better 
armed,  better  disciplined,  and  with  more  ammunition.  When  ( 
was  at  tiie  camp  before  Boston/  the  army  had  kK>t  five  rqundf 
of  powder  a  man ;  this  was  kept  a  seciiet  even  froflv  our  p0op}#» 
The  world  wondered  that  we  so  seldom  fired  a  canncBi :  W9 
could  not  afford  it :  but  we  now  make  pQw4er  in  plenty. 

To  F^  it  seemly  as  it  has  always  donci  that  this  war  must 
end  in  our  iavor,  and  in  the  rum  of  Britain,  if  she  does  not 
speedily  put  an  end  to  it.  An  English  gentleman  here  &e 
other  day,  in  company  with  some  French,  remarked,  that  it 
was  folly  in  France  not  to  make  war  immediately :  jind  in 
JSfiglaffdy  replied  one  of  th^m,  not  to  make  peace. 

JDo  not  believe  the  reports  you  hear  of  our  internal  di» 
visions.  We  are,  I  belie ve,  ^s  much  united  as  any  peopb 
/ev^  w^e,  ?md  as  firm)y«  B.  F^aniplin. 

To  Mrs^  TuoMPeoN,  at  Liblb. 

Pam,  Feb.  8,  1777. 
You  are  too  early,  hussy ,  as  well  as  too  saucy,  ia 
calling  me  rebel ;  you  should  wait  for  the  event,  which  will 
determine  whether  it  is  a  rebellion  or  only  a  revolution. 
Here  the  ladies  are  more  civil;  they  call  us  le$  Inmrgem; 
a  character  that  usually  pleases  them :  and  metbinks  all  other 
women  who  smart,  or  have  smarted  under  the  tyrauny  of  a 
bad  husband,  ought  to  be  fixed  in  revolution  principles^  and 
act  accordingly. 


<  In  October  1775* 
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Id  Riy  way  to  Canada  last  spring,  I  s^w  dear  Mrs.  B^tt 
row,  at  New  York.  Mr,  Barrow  had  been  from  her  two  or 
tli«ee  months  to  keep  Governor  Tryon,  and  other  tories  conn 
pany  on  board  die  Asia,  one  of  the  king's  ships  which  lay 
in  tlie  harbor ;  and  in  ali  that  time  Aat  naughty  man  had 
Mt.  ventured  once  on  shore  to  see  her.  Our  troops  were 
thai  pouring  into  the  town,  and  she  was  packing  up  to  leav^ 
it;  fearing,  as  she  liad  a  large  house,  diey  would  incommpdo 
her,  by  quartering  officers  in  it.  As  she  appeared  in  great 
perplexity,  scarce  knowing  where  to  go,  I  persuaded  hes 
to  stay ;  and  I  went  to  the  general  officers  then  commaoding 
there,  and  recommended  her  to  their  protection  ;  which  they 
promised  and  performed.  Ou  my  return  from  Canada, 
where  I  was  a  piece  of  a  governor  (and  1  think  a  very  good 
one)  for  a  fortnight,  and  might  have  been  so  till  this  time,  if 
your  wicked  army,  enemies  to  all  good  government,  had  not 
come  and  driven  me  out,  I  found  her  still  in  quiet  possession 
*of  her  house.  I  inquired  how  our  people  bad  behaved  to 
her ;  she  spoke  in  high  terms  of  the  respectful  attentiuii  they 
kad  paid  her,  and  the  quiet  and  security  they  had  procure<ji 
her.  isaid  I  was  glad  of  it ;  and  that  if  they  bad  used  hex 
ill,  I  would  have  turned  tory.  Th^n,  said  she,  (with  that 
pleasing  gaiety  so  natmral  to  her)  I  wish  they  had.  For  you 
must  know  she  is  a  ioryess  as  well  as  you,  and  can  as  flip- 
pantly call  rebel,  I  drank  tea  with  her ;  we  talked  aifec- 
tioiiately  of  you  and  our  other  friends  the  Wilkes's,  of  whom 
she  bad  received  no  late  intelligence  :  what  became  of  her 
since,  I  have  not  heard.  The  street  she  lived  in  was  some 
ihonths  after  chiefly  burnt  down  ;  but  as  the  town  was  then, 
and  ever  since  has  been,  in  possession  of  the  king's  troops, 
1  have  had  no  opportunity  of  knowing  whether  she  suffered 
any  loss  in  the  conflagration.  I  hope  she  did  not,  as  if  she 
did,  I  should  wi^h  I  had  not  persuaded  her  to  stay  there.    I 
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am  glad  to  learn  from  you  that  that  unhappy,  though  de- 
sarving  family,  the  W.'s,  are  getting  into  some  business  that 
|Miy  afford  them  subsistence.     I  pray  that  God  will  bleisa 
4kei^,  and  that  they   may  see  happier  days.     Mr.  Cheap's 
jttd  Dr.  H.'s  good  fortunes  please  me.     Pray  learn,  if  you 
Hiffre  not  already  learnt,  like  me,  to  be  pleased  with  other 
people's  pleasures,  and  happy  with  their  happiness,  when 
none  occur  of  your  own  ;  then  perhaps  you  will  not  so  soon 
be  weary  of  the  place  you  chance  to  be  in,  and  so  fond  of 
nunbling  to  get  rid  of  your  ennui.     I  fancy  you  have  hit 
ttpdn  the  right  reason  of  your  being  weary  of  St.  Omers, 
¥12.  that  you  are  out  of  temper,  which  ip^the  effect  of  full 
living  and  idleness.     A  month  in  Bridewell,  beating  hemp, 
upon  bread  and  water,  would  give  you  health  and  spirits, 
and  subsequent  cheerfulness  and  contentment,   wiih  every 
other  situation.     I  prescribe  that  regimen  for  you,  my  dear, 
in  pure  good-will,  without  a  fee.     And  let  me  tell  you,  if 
you  do  not  get  into  temper,  neither  Brussels  nor  Lisle  will" 
suit  you.     1  know  nothing  of  the  price  of  living  in  either  of 
those  places ;  but  1  am  sure  a  single  woman  as  you  are, 
might  with  economy  upon  two  hundred  pounds  a-year  main- 
tain herself  comfortably  any  where ;  and  me  into  the  bar- 
gain.    Do  not  invite  me  in  earnest,  however,  to  come  and 
live  with  you  ;  for  being  posted  here,  I  ought  not  to  comply, 
and  I  am  not  sure  I  nhoald  be  able  to  refuse*    Present  my 
respects  to  Mrs.  Pa^ne,  and  Mrs.  Heathcot,  for  though  I 
have  not  the  honor  of  knowing  them,  yet  as  you  say  the/ 
are  friends  to  the  American  cause,  I.  am  sure  they  mus^  be 
women  of  good  understanding.      I   know   you   wish  jqu 
could  see  me,  but  as  you  can't,  I  will  describe  mysolf  tg  yo^. 
figure  me  in  your  mind  as  jolly  as  formerly,  and  as  strong 
and  hearty,  only  a  few  years  older;  very  pla'mly  dressed> 
wearing  my  thUi  grey  straight  haii>  that  pe^ps  out  under  my 
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only  coiffure,  a  fine  fur  cap  ;  which  comes  down  my  fwe*- 
Jiead  almost  to  my  spectacles.  Think  how  this  must  appesr, 
among  the  powdered  heads  of  Paris  !  1  wish  every  ladj 
and  gentleman  in  France  would  only  be  so  obliging  as 
lo  follow  my  fashion^  comb  their  own  heads  as  I  do  muMy 
dismiss  their  friseursy  ^nd  pay  me  half  the  money  they  paid 
to  them.  You  see  the  gentry  might  well  afford  this,  and 
I  could  then  enlist  these  yrwewrs,  (who  are  at  least  lOQ^OCX^ 
and  with  the  money  I  would  maintain  them,  make;  a  visit 
with  them  to  England,  and  dress  the  heads  of  your  tuinisters 
and  privy  counsellors ;  which  I  conceive  at  present  to  be 
un  peu  dirangSk.  Adieu !  madcap ;  and  believe  me  ever, 
your  affectionate  friend,  and  humble  servant, 

B.  Franklik*  ' 

•  P.  S.  Don't  be  proud  of  this  long  letter.  A  fit'of  tKfe 
gout,  which  has  confined  me  five  days,  and  made  me  reftee 
to  see  company,  has  given  me  a  little  time  to  trifle  ;  other- 
wise it  would  have  been  very  short,  visitors  and  bUsineA 
would  have  interrupted :  and  perhaps,  with  Mrs,  BarrdW, 
you  wish  they  had.  '* 

To  Dh.  Cooper,  Boston! 

*  - . 

Paris,  May  1,  1777. « 
I  thank  you  for  your  kind  congratulations  on  my 
safe  arrival  here^  and  for  your  good  wishes.  I  am,  as  yon 
supposed,  treated  with  great  civility  and  respect  by  all  ordei^ 
of  people ;  but  it  gives  me  still  greater  satisfaction  to  find 
that  our  being  here  is  of  some  use  to  eur  country.  On 
that  head  I  cannot  be  more  explicit  at  present. 

I  rejoice  with  you  in  the  happy  change  of  affairs  in 
America  last  winter :  I  hope  the  same  train  of  success  wfll 
cotttiniie  through  the  summer.     Our  enemies  are  disapitf* 
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pi^ittti^d  in  llie  number  of  additional  troops  iLey  purpoRed 
to  send  over.  What  they  have  been  able  to  muster  will  not 
probably  recruit  their  army  to  the  state  it  was  in  the  begin- 
tiing  of  last  campaign ;  akid  ours  I  hope  will  be  equally 
Aurtierous^  better  armed^  and  better  clothed,  than  diey  have 
hteh  heretofore. 

All  Europe  is  on  our  side  of  tlie  question^  as  far  as  ap- 
{>Iau6e  and  good  wishes  can  carry  them.  Those  who  liv^ 
Umler  arbitrary  power  do  nevertheless  approve  of  Iib€^y, 
mm!  ivish  for  it:  they  almost  despair  of  recovering  it  in 
Euiv^pe ;  they  read  the  translations  of  our  separate  colony 
Mnstitations  with  rapture;  and  there  anfe  such  numbers 
everywhere  who  talk  of  removing  to  America,  with  their 
families  and  fortunes,  as  soon  as  peace  and  our  independence 
shall  be  established,  that  it  is  generally  believed  we  shall 
have  a  prodigious  addition  of  strength,  wealth,  and  arts, 
from  the  emigrations  of  Europe ;  and  it  is  thought,  that  to 
lessen  or  prevent  such  emigrations,  the  tyrannies  established 
there  must  relax,  and  allow  more  liberty  to  their  people. 
Hence  it  is  a  common  observation  here,  that  our  cause  is 
ike  cause  of  all  mankind;  and  that  we  are  fighting  for  their 
liberty  in  defending  our  own.  It  is  a  gloiious  task  assigned 
08  hy  Providence ;  which  has,  I  trust,  given  us  spirit  and  - 
tirtut  equal  to  it,  and  will  at  last  crown  it  with  success. 

I  ftm  ever,  my  d«ir  ftiend,  yours  most  affectionately. 

B.  Franklin.   • 

To  Mr.  Winthbop,  Boston. 

Deab  Sm,  Paris,  May  1,  1777. 

I  redeived  ydar  litid  letter  of  February  28,  l^hicb 
gave  me  great  pleasure. 

I  forwarded  yow  letter  to  Dr.  Price,  who  was  well  lately  ; 
but  hisifrieadb^  ^m  his  tecount,  were  unikr  some  appr«« 
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hensions  from  the  violence  of  government^  in  consequence 
of  his  late  excellent  ^publications  in  favor  of  liberty,  I 
wish  all  the  friends  of  liberty  and  man  would  quit  that  sink 
of  l:ohiiptidtl,  knd  l^ave  it  to  its  fate. 

This  ^nebpl^  of  this  country  dr^  dlmodt  unanimously  io  ' 
biir  faVbr.  Thl^  gdvemndent  has  itd  r(;d80ns  for  postpohli]^ 
lit  i^tt,  but  is  making  daily  the  most  diligent  preparation^ ; 
wherein  Spain  goes  hand  in  hand.  In  the  mean  titi^^ 
Aiherica  has  th^  whole  harvest  of  prizes  made  upoi^  the 
&ridsh  commerce ;  a  kind  of  monopoly  that  has  its  advaH** 
tag6s,  as  by  affording  greater  Encouragement  to  cruisers^  it 
increases  the  number  of  our  se^tiieii^  and  thereby  augments 
6ur  naval  power. 

The  conduct  of  those  princes  of  Gei*maAy>  who  hav^ 
Abltl  th^  blood  of  thdr  people,  has  subjected  theifn  to  the 
Contempt  and  odium  of  all  Europe.  The  iPrince  of  Ans- 
pacbi  whose  recruits  mutinied  and  refused  to  march,  waft 
o1>tiged  to  disann  and  flatter  them,  and  drive  them  to  the 
aea-side  by  thi^  help  of  his  guards ;  himself  attending  in  per* 
ton*  tn  hi^  r^tUhi  he  was  publicly  hooted  by  mobs  ihrottgh 
^ery  town  he  passfed  in  Holland,  with  all  sorts  of  repfoacb* 
jy  epithetl.  The  King  of  Prussia'a  humor  of  obligil^ 
those  princes  to  pay  him  the  same  toll  per  head  for  thb  men 
they  drive  thtougfa  his  dominions,  as  used  to  be  paid  hiiii 
tbr  their  tattle,  because  they  were  sold  as  such,  is  genertitty 
Spoken  of  with  approbation;  as  contahiing  a  just  teproot 
of  dio^e  tyrants.  I  send  you  enclosed  one  of  the  mmf 
satires  that  have  appeared  on  this  occasion. 

With  best  wishes  of  prosperity  to  yourself  and  to  my  dear 
coUtttrjTi  ^here  I  hope  to  spend  my  last  years,  and  lajr  my 
boneS| 

1 4iin  ever,  dear  Sir,  your  affet(ioiiate  friend, 

and  butnble  ednraaty 
B.  Franklix. 
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I 

To  Mr.  Gushing,  Boston. 

Sir,  Paris,  Minf  I,  1777. 

I  tbaok  you  for  your  kind  coDgratulatioiis  on  my 
Rixival  here,  and  shall  be  happy  in  finding  that  our  negocia* 
tiona  on  this  side  the  water  are  of  effectual  service  to.  our 
country. 

The  general  news  here  is,  that  all  Europe  is  arming  and 
preparing  for  war,  as  if  it  were  soon  expected.  Many  of 
the  powers,  however,  have  their  reasons  for  endeavoring  to 
postpone  it,  at  least  a  few  months  longer. 

Our  enemies  will  not  be  able  to  send  against  us  all  the 
strength  they  intended  :  they  can  procure  but  few  Germans ; 
and  their  recruiting  and  impressing  at  home,  goes  on- but 
heavily.  They  threaten,  however,  and  give  out,  that  Lord 
Hpwe.  is  to  bombard  Boston  this  sumnier,  and  Burgoy^ 
^ith  the  troops  from  Canada,  to  destroy  Providence,  and 
lay  waste  Connecticut;  while  (1  owe  marches  against  Phila- 
delphia. They  will  do  us  undoubtedly  as  much  mischief,  as 
they  can :  but  the  virtue  and  bravery  of  our  countrymen 
will,  with  the  blessing  of  God^  prevent  part  of  what  they 
intend,  and  nobly  bear  the  rest.  This  campaign  is  entered 
upon  with  a  mixture  of  rage  and  despair,  as  their  whote 
flisheme  of  reducing  us  depends  upon  its  success  ;  the  wisest 
of  the  nation  being  clear,  that  if  this  fails,  administration  will 
not  be  able  to  support  another.  B.  Franklin.  > 

To  Mr.  Thomas  Viny,  Tenterden,  Kent^ 

Dear  Sir,  Pa$iy,  May  4,  1770. 

I  received  with  great  pleasure  your  kind  letter,  as  I 
learnt  by  it  diat  my  hospitable  fnend  suU  eitisttf,  and  tbit  his 
friendship  for  me  had  not  abated. 
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We  have  had  a  hard  struggle,  but  the  Almighty  has  fa- 
vored the  just  cause,  and  I  join  most  heartily  with  you  in 
your  prayers  that  he  may  perfect  his  work,  and  establish 
freedom  in  the  new  world,  as  an  asylum  for  those  of  (he  old, 
who  deserve  it.  I  find  that  many  worthy  and  weahhy  fami- 
lies of  this  continent  are  determined  to  remove  thither  and 
partake  of  it,  as  soon  aft  peace  shall  make  the  passage  safer ; 
for  which  peace  I  also  join  your  prayers  most  cordially,  an  I 
diink  the  war  a  detestable  one ;  and  grieve  much  at  the  mis- 
chief and  niisery  it  occasions  to  many  ;  my  only  consolation 
b^ing  that  I  did  all  in  my  power  to  prevent  it. 

When  all  the  bustle  is  over,  if  my  short  remainder  of  life 
will  permit  my  return  thither,  what  a  pleasure  will  it  be  to 
me  to  see  my  old  friend  and  his  children  settled  there!  t 
hope  he  will  find  vined  and  figtrees  there  for  all  of  them, 
under  which  we  may  sit  and  converse,  'enjoying  peace  and 
plenty,,  a  good  government,  good  laws  and  liberty,  without 
which  men  lose  half  their  valuer 

I  am,  with  much  esteem,  dear  friend,  yours,  Sec. 

B.Franklin. 

To  Mrs.  Wright,*  London. 

Dear  Madam,  Passy,  May  4,  1779* 

I  received  your  favor  of  the  14th  of  March  pnaty 
and  if  yon  should  contiime  in  your  resolution  of  returning' 

■        ■         I  ■  I  ■■   1      .    ■  .HI 

'  Mrs*  Meubtabel  Wright  was  altogether  a  very  extraordinary 
woman.  She  was  the  niece  of  the  celebrated  John  Wesley,  but  was 
born  at  Philadelphia,  in  which  city  her  |wrent8  settled  at  an  early 
period.  Mrs.  Wright  waq  greatly  distinguished  as  a  modeller  in 
wax ;  which  art  she  turned  to  a  remarkable  account  in  the  American 
wai^  by  coming  to  England,  and  exhibiting  her  performances.  Thi^ 
enabled  ber  to  procure  much  intelligence  oC  importance^  which  she 
communicated  to  Dr.  Franklin  and  others,  with  whom  she  corres- 

VOL.  I.  C 
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to  America,  through  France,  I  shall  certably  render  yon 
any  of  the  little  services  in  my  power:  but  there  are  so.' 
many  difficulties  at  present  in  getting  passages  hence^  par- 
ticularly safe  ones  for  women,  that  methinks  I  should  ad- 
vise your  stay  till  more  settled  times,  and  till  a  more  fre- 
quent intercourse  is  established. 

As  to  the  exercise  of  your  art  here,  I  am  in  doubt  whethei; 
it,  would  answer  your  expectations.  Here  are  two  or  three 
who  profess  it,  and  make  a  show  of  their  works  on  the 
Boulevards;  but  it  is  not  the  taste  for  persons  of  fashion  to 
sit  to  these  artists  for  their  portraits :  and  both  house-rent 
and  living  at  Paris  are  very  expensive. 

I  thought  that  friendship  required  I  should  acquamt  yoa 
with  these  circumstances;  after  whkh  you  will  use  your 
diseretion.  I  am,  8cc.        T      B.  Franklin. 

[fVrittenUn  the  envelope  of  the  above.'] 

P.  S.  My  grandson,  whom  you  may  remember  when  a 
little  saucy  boy  at  school,  being  my  amanuensis  in  writing 
the  within  letter,  has  been  diverting  me  with  his  remailcs. 
He  conceives  that  your  figures  cannot  be  packed  up,  without 
damage  from  any  thing  you  could  fill  the  boxes  with  to  keep 


ponded  during  the  whole  war.  As  soon  as  a  general  was  appointed, 
or  a  squadron  begun  to  be  fitted  out,  the  old  lady  found  means  ef 
access  to  some  family  where  she  t:ould  gain  information,  and  thus, 
without  being  at  all  suspected,  she  contrived  to  transmit  an  account 
of  the  number  of  the  troops,  and  the  place  of  their  destination  to 
her  political  friends  abroad.  She  at  one  time  had  frequent  access  to 
Buckingham-House ;  and  used,  it  was  said,  to  speak  her  sentimenls 
very  ^freely  to  their  majesties,  who  were  amused  with  her  origkudi^. 
The  great  Lord  Chatham  honored  her  with  his  visits,  and  she  took 
his  likeness,  which  appears  in  Westminster  Abbey.  Mn»  Wright 
died  very  M  in  February,  1786. 
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diem  steady.  He  supposes,  therefore,  that  you -mast  *pitt 
them  into  post-chaises,  two  and  two,  which  will  make  a  Icff^T 
train  upon  the  road,  and  be  a  very  expensive  conveyance ; 
but  as  the)^  will  eat  nothing  at  the  inns,  you  may  the  better 
afford  it.  When  they  come  to  Dover,  he  is  sure  they  aire  9i> 
like  life  and  nature,  that  the  master  of  the  packet  will  not 
receive  them  on  board  without  passes;  which  you  wilt -do 
well  therefore  to  take  out  from  the  secretary's  office,  before 
you  leave  London,  where  they  will  cost  you  on/y  the  modest 
price  of  two  guineas  and  sixpence  each,  which  you  will  pay 
without  grumbling,  because  you  are  sure  the  money  will 
never  be  employed  against  your  country.  It  will  require,  he 
says,  five  or  six  of  the  long  wicker  French  stage  coaches  to 
carry  them  as  passengers  from  Calais  to  Paris,  and  a  ship 
with  good  accommodations  to  convey  them  to  Americtj 
where  all  the  world  will  wonder  at  your  clemency  to  Lord 
N'  ■  '  ;  that  having  it  in  your  power  to  hang  or  send  bim 
to  the  lighters,  you  had  generously  reprieved  hhn  for  trails^ 
portation. 

To  General  Beckwith. 

Discouraging  his  going  to  the  United  States,  under  the  ex- 

pectation  of  being  employed  in  its  armies, 

.  Sir,  Passy,  May  17,  177EU 

Having  assured  you  verbally  that  I  had  no  authority 
to  treat  or  agree  with  any  military  person,  of  any  rank  what- 
ever, to  go  to  America,  £  imderstand  your  expressions,  that 
*^i/ou  will  take  your  chance  if  I  think  you  may  be  useful^ 
to  mean  that  you  will  go  o'^er  without  making  any  terms 
with  me,  on  a  supposition,  which  you  also  mention,  that  my 
recommendation  will  be  r^;arded  by  the  congress,  and  that 
you  shall  thereupon  be  employed  in  our  armies. 
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.  '  Whoever  baa  aeeq  the  high,  character  giiren  of  you  by 
Prhice  Ferdinand  (under  whom  you  served)  to  Lord  Chatr 
bam,  which  1  saw  when  in  LondoDi  must  think,  that  so  able 
an  officer  might  have  been  exceedingly  useful  to  our  cause, 
if  he  had  heen  in  America  at  the  beginning  of  the  war.  But 
diere  is  a  great  difficulty  at  this  time  in  introducing  one  of 
your  mnk  into  our  armies,  now  (hat  they  are  all  arranged  and 
fully  officered ;  and  this  kind  of  difficulty  has  been  found  so 
gretft,  and  the  congress  has  been  so  embarrassed  with  num« 
bars  of  officers  from  other  countries,  who  arrived  under 
jtrong  recommendations^  that  they  have  been  at  above 
.liX),<XX>  livres  expense  to  pay  the  charges  of  such  officers 
Jft  coming  to  America  and  returning  to  Europe,  rather  than 
hazard  the  discontent^  the  placing  them  to  the  prejudice  of 
ma  own  officers  who  had  served  from  the  beginnings  would 
hw9e  occasioned.  Under  these  circumstances^  they  have  not 
verely  left  me  without  authority,  but  they  have  in  express 
terms  forbid  me  to  agree  with,  or  encourage  by  any  means, 
die  going  over  of  officers  to  America  in  expectation  of  em- 
ployment. As  to  my  recommendation,  whatever  weight  it 
might  have  had  formerly,  it  has  in  several  instances  been  so 
improperly  employed  through  the  too  great  confidence  I  had 
in  recommendations  from  others,  that  I  think  it  would  at 
present  be  of  no  importance  if  it  were  necessary ;  but  after 
that  above  mentioned  of  so  great  a  general,  and  so  good  a 
judge  of  military  merit  as  Prince  Ferdinand,  a  character  of 
you  from  roe  would  be  impertinence. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  can. only  say>  that  if  you  choose  to  go 
over  and  settle  in  our  land  of  liberty^  I  shall  be  glad  t^'ftid 
you  there  on  my  return  as  a  fellow-citizen,  because  1  bdieve 
you  wdl  be  a  very  good  one,  and  respected,  there  as  auch  by 


Aeipeopk*  '  Bot  I'tiM^  adme  or^ooilMtaiacei;^ 

•  ^    Wilb  gmK  ^stemb/   >  i^  :  ,;  ..  ..  >     iw« 

. -^'IlM¥etlie^hoMr't*%i^'^8ce«'r^<^  m 

Td  Sir  Edwaeo  Nbw&jdibam,  Baiut.  Dubu^*,.^,^ 
JRfQM^^g  Irhh  tmigrationio  iAe  Vmted  &al«i.,  \[j, 

Si»,  P«M^  aiirjr  97^  l«i^:) 

I  dioulci  aMoer  Iwve  mm  tUs  passport,  bQtdMft 
I  tepfld  to  have  bad  the  other  from  this  court  ki  timfrto 
find  with  it  If  yoa  should  stay  *a.fcw  days  m  Eiq(laiid^«iid 
mil  let  me  know  how  it  may  be  (bocted  lo  yoo^  iMmm^MtA 
It  to  yott  per  post.   ■*?  »    w.^r^ll 

'  1  received  some  thno  rince  a  letter :froi  a  petaon  atBet' 
tah,  iofomiiiig  me  that  a  great  number  of  people  mthiNis 
piurls  were  denmus  of  going  to  settle  in  Americi^  if>  |Mp 
ports  conk!  be  obtained  fiar  cfaem  and  their  effeeta^  andfofca 
ling  me  to  yon^  for  fotnre  infennntixtn^  )I  sinil ilwmre;te 
ready  to  afibrd  evefy  assistance  and  security  in  my  pownt'^ 
auch  undertakings,  when  tbey  are  reaUy  meant,  and  sirewt 
merely  schemes  of'  trad^  with  views  of  introducing  Bnglisk 
manniacture^  into  America^  under  pretence  of  their  bei^g 
tho>^substanc^  of  persons  going  there  to  settle.  -  •>' .  4 
*  I  admire-the  spirit  with  which  I  see  the  Irish  nre-ntlenglii 
determined  to  claim  ^eome  sbsire  of  that  freedom  of  ^OMf 
nmoe,  which  is  the  right  *of  all  mankind,  but  which  dM|r 
4SkW€  been  so  long  deprived  of  by  the  abominable  siMshneaa 
et  their  Mownndigects.  To  enjoy  all  the  advanlager  of  ikm 
climate,  soil,  and  silnarion  in  which  GkNl^nudnatttrsbafiB 
placed  ut,  is  a»  ckar  liriglht  aallmtof  breatUng^  "aiid^ 
never  be  junt^  iaken  froi^  .men  but  as  a  punishment  for 
sonse  atrocious  crime. 
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The  Eoglish  hftve  long  seemed  to  think  it  a  right  which 
li^one  could  have  but  themselves.     Their  injustice  has  already 
cost  them  dear,  and  if  persisted  in,  will  be  their  ruin. 
'  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  esteem,  Sir, 
your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

B.Franklin. 

To  General  Gates. 

Chevalier  de  Ramondis — Capitulation  of  SaratogOr^Dii' 

sensionsin  America. 

Dear  Sir,  Pflsiy,  June  2,  1779. 

I  received  your  obliging  letter  by  the  Chevalier  de 
Ramondis,  who  appears  extremely  sensible  of  the  civilities 
he  i^ceived  at  Boston^  and  very  desirous  of  being  serviceable 
to  the  American  cause :  his  wound  is  not  yet  right,  as  he 
tells  ftie  there  is  a  part  of  the  bone  still  to  be  cut  off.  But 
be  IB 'Otherwise  well  and  cheerful,  and  has  a  great  respect  for 

The  pride  of  England  was  never  so  humbled  by  any  thing 
as  by  your  capitulation  of  Saratoga : '  they  have  not  yet  got 
over  it,  though  a  little  elevated  this  spring  by  their  succesa 
against  the  French  commerce*  But  the  growing  appre- 
hension of  having  Spain  too  upon  their  hands,  has  laldy 
brought  them  down  to  an  humble  seriousness  that  begins  to 
appear  even  in  ministerial  discourses,  and  the  papers  of 
ministerial  writers.  All  the  happy  effects  of  that  transaction 
i^  America,  are  not  generally  known  :  I  may  some  time  or 
other  acquaint  the  world  with  some  of  them.  When  dttll 
we  meet  again  in  cheerful  converse,  talk  over  our  adventi»re^ 
and  finish  with  a  quiet  game  of  chess  I 

The  little  dissensions  between  particular  states  in  America 

■  ,    mmmmkmmm^  i  ii  m  i   if    iii     f 

?  OGt,ir,i?m  •  •     ^-^  •    • 
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ire  much  majgnified  in  England,  and  tbey  once  llid  great 
hopes  from  them.  I  consider  them  with  you  as  the  effects 
of  apparent  securityy  which  do  not  affect  the  grand  points 
of  independence,  and  adherence  to  treaties ;  and  which  will 
vanish  at  a  renewed  appearance  of  danger.  This  court  con- 
tinues heartily  our  friend,  and  the  whole  nation  are  warm  in 
our  favor ;  excepting  only  a  few  West  Indians,  and  mer* 
chants  in  tiiat  trade,  whose  losses  make  them  a  little  uneasy- 
With  sincere  and  great  esteem  and  affection,  I  am  ti9w,. 
dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient, 

and  most  humble  servant, 

B.  Franklin- 
Extract  OF  A  LETTER  TO  RlCHABD  BaCHBj  £Sfi.    , 
{Dr.  Franklin's  son-in-law.) 

Respecting  his  enemies  in  America — His  grandsons^  tsc, 

Passy,  June  fi,  ITTff. 
1  am  very  easy  about  the  efforts  Messrs.  L.  and 
*  *  *  are  using  (as  yon  tell  me)  to  mjure  me  on  diat  side  of 
the  water.  I  trust  in  the  justice  of  the  congress  diat  Ikej 
wiH  listen  to  no  accusations  against  me,  that  1  have  not  first 
been  acquainted  with,  and  had  an  opportunity  of  answerinf^* 
I  know  those  gentlemen  have  plenty  of  ill-will  to  me,  diougb 
I  have  never  done  to  either  of  them  the  smallest  injury,  or. 
given  the  least  just  cause  of  offence.  But  my  too  great 
reputation  and  the  genera}  good-will  this  people  have  for  me^ 
die  respect  they  show  me,  and  even,  the  compliments  ihsf 
make  me,  all  grieve  those  unhappy  genUemen-;  unhappy  iop 
deed  in  their  tempers,  and  in  the  dark  uncomfortaMe  passion* 
of  jealousy,  anger,  suspicion,  envy,  and  malice.  It  is  enough 
for  good  minds  td  be  affected  at  odier  people's  misfortunes ; 
but  tbey  that  are  vexed  at  every  body's  good  luck,  can  never 
be  happy :  I  take  no  other  revenge  of  such  enemies^  than  to 
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IdL'thenv  remiMn  in  the  nnserable  situation. in  wliicb  4heir 
MiligDant  natures  have  placed  them,  by  epcJeavoiiug:  toaup^ 
po|t  an  estimable  characler ;  and  thus  by  coutiouing  the 
iqMitation.  the  world  has  hitherto  indulged  me  with,  I  shall 
continue  them  in  their  present:  state  of  damnation ;  and  I  am 
|K»t  disposed  to  reverse  my  conduct  for  the  alleviation  of 
dieir  torments. 

I  am  surprised  to  hear  that  my  grandson.  Temple  Frank- 
lin, being  with  me,  should  be  an  objection  against  me,  and 
diat  there  is  a  cabal  for  removing  him.  Methinks  it  is  rather 
some  merit  tliat  I  have  rescued  a  valuable  young  man  from 
the  danger  of  being  a  tory,  and  fixed  him  in  honest  repub- 
lican whig  principles ;  as  I  think  from  the  integrity  of  his 
disposition,  his  industry,  his  early  sagacity,  and  uncomnoon 
abilities  for  business,  he  may  in  time  become  of  great  service 
to  .his  country.  It  is  enough  that  I  have  lost  my  son/ 
would  they  add  my  grandson  f  An  old  man  of  seventy,  I 
undertook  a  winter  voyage  at  the  command  of  the  congress, 
and  for  the  public  service,  with  no  other  attendant  to  take 
care  of  me.  I  am  continued  here  in  a  foreign  country,  where, 
if  I  am  sick,  his  filial  attention  comforts  me,  and,  if  I  die,  I 
haye  a  child  to  close  my  eyes  and  take  care  of  my  remains. 
His  dutiful  behavior  towards  me,  and  his  diligence  and 
fidelity  in  business,  are  bodi  pleasing  and  useful  to  me.  His 
conduct  as  my  private  secretary  has  been  unexceptionable, 
and  I  am  confident  the  congress  will  never  think  of  separat- 
ipgus. 

«.  •  1  have  had  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  in  Ben  *  too.  Tis  a 
good  honest  lad,  and  will  make,  I  think,  a  valuable  man. .  He 
hkd  made  as  much  proficiency  in  his  learning  as  the  boiarding 
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J>A;ftT  |>  OV  B&t^JAMlH  9RAHXLIN.  41 

8cb6ol  he  was  at  could  well  afford  him,  and  aft^  some'ooiH 
iideratioii  where  to  find  a  better  for  him,  I  at  length  fixed  m 
sending  hiin  to  Geneva.  I  had  a  good  opportunity  by  a 
gentleman  of  that  city  who  had  a  place  for  him  in  his  chaiiK^ 
and  has  a  son  of  about  the  same  age  at^e  same  school.  He 
promised  to  take  care  of  bim,  and  enclosed  I  send  you  the 
letters  1  have  since  received  relating  to  him  and  from  him. 
He-  weut  very  cheerfully,  and  I  understand  is. very  happy. 
I  miss  his  company  on  Sundays  at  dinner.  But  if  I  live,  and 
I  can  find  a  little  leisure,  I  shall  make  the  journey  next 
spring  to  see  him,  and  to  see  at  the  same  time  the  old  ihir^ 
tun  United  State$  of  Switzerland. 

Thanks  be  to  God,  I  continue  well  and  hearty.  Un-^ 
dpubtedly  I  grow  older,  but  I  think  die  last  ten  years  have 
made  no  great  difference.  I  have  some  times  the  gout,  hut 
they  say  that  is  not  so  much  a  disease  as  a  remedy.  God 
bleu  you.     I  am  your  affectionate  father, 

B.  Franklin. 

To  Mrs.  Bache,  (Dr.  Franklin's  Daughter.) 
Various  matter. 

Dear  Sally,  Passtf,  June  3, 1779. 

I  have  before  me  your  letters-  of  Oct. 
22,  and  Jan.  17th:  they  are  the  only  ones  I  received  from 
you  in  the  course  of. eighteen  months.  If  you  knew  how 
happy  your  letters  make  me,  and  considered  how  many  mis- 
carry, I  thmk  you  would  write  oftener. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  the  Mios  Cliftons  for  the  kind  caig| 
they  took  of  my  house  and  furniture.'  Present  my  thankful 
acknowledgments  to  them,  and  tell  them  I  wish  them  all 
sorts  of  happiness. 

I  During  the  occupation  of  Philadelphia  lij  a  firitish  army. 
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The  clay  medtUion  of  me  you  say  yon  gave  to  Mr,  Hop- 
kiDsoii  was  the  first  of  the  kind  made  in  France.  A  variety 
of  others  have  been  made  since  of  different  sizes ;  some  to 
be  set  in  lids  of  snuff  boxes,  and  some  so  small  as  to  be 
worn  in  rings ;  and  the  numbers  sold  are  incredible.  These^ 
with  the  pictures,  busts,  and  prints,  (of  virhich  copies  upon 
copies  are  spread  everywhere)  have  made  your  father's  face 
as  well  known  as  that  of  the  moon,  so  that  he  durst  not  do 
any  thing  that  would  oblige  him  to  run  away,  as  his  phiz 
would  discover  him  wherever  he  should  venture  to  show  it* 
It  is  said  by  learned  etymologists  that  the  name  Doll,  for 
the  images  children  play  with,  is  derived  from  the  word 
Idol  ;  from  the  number  of  dolls  now  made  of  him,  he  may 
be  truly  said,  in  that  sense,  to  be  udoll4xed  in  this  country. 

I  think  you  did  right  to  stay  out  of  town  till  the  summer 
was  over  for  the  sake  of  your  child's  health.  I  hope  you 
will  get  out  again  this  summer  during  the  hot  months ;.  for  I 
begin  to  love  the  dear  little  creature  from  your  description  of 
her. 

I  was  charmed  with  the  account  you  give  me  of  your  in- 
dustry, the  table-cloths  of  your  Own  spinning,  &c. ;  but  the 
latter  part  of  the  paragraph,  that  you  had  sent  for  linen  frohn 
France  because  weaving  and  flax  were  grown  dear,  alas! 
that  dissolved  the  charm;  and  your  sending  for  long  black 
pins,  and  lace,  voA  feathers!  disgusted  me  as  much  as  if 
you  had  put  salt  into  my  strawberries.  The  sphining,^  I  see, 
is  laid  aside,  and  yon  are  to  be  dressed  for  the  ball !  you 
Mem  not  to  know,  my  dear  daughter,  diat  of  all  th^dear 
things  in  thb  world,  idleness  is  the  dearest,  except  mischief* 

The  project  you  mention  of  removing  Temple  from  me 
was  an  unkind  one ;  to  deprive  an  old  man  sent  to  serve  hit 
country  in  a  foreign  one,  of  the  comfort  of  a  child  to  attend 
bim,  to  asnrt  bkn  qi  health  and  toko  care  of  him  in  sickness. 
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vroald  be  cruel,  if  it  was  practicable.  In  this  case  it  coidd 
not  be  done;  for  as  the  pretended  suspicions  of  him  are 
groundless,  and  his  behavior  in  every  respect  unexception- 
able, I  should  not  part  with  the  child,  but  with  the  employ- 
ment. But  I  am  confident  that  whatever  may  be  proposed 
by  weak  or  malicious  people,  the  congress  is  too  wise  and 
too  good  to  think  of  treating  me  in  that  manner. 

Ben,  if  I  should  live  long  enough  to  want  it,  is  like  to  be 
another  comfort  to  me :  as  I  intend  him  for  a  presbyterian 
as  well  as  a  republican,  I  have  sent  him  to  finish  his  edW' 
cation  at  Geneva.  He  is  much  grown,  in  very  good  healthy 
draws  a  little,  as  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed,  learns  Latin, 
writing,  arithmetic,  and  dancing,  and  speaks  French  better 
than  English.  He  made  a  translation  of  your  last  letter  to 
him,  so  that  some  of  your  works  may  now  appear  in  a  foreign 
language.  He  has^  not  been  long  from  me.  I  send  the 
accounts  1  have  of  him,  and  I  shall  put  him  in  mhid  of 
writing  to  you.  I  cannot  propose  to  you  to  part  with  yonr 
own  dear  Will :  I  must  one  of  these  days  go  back  to  see 
him ;  happy  to  be  once  more  all  together  I  but  futurities  are 
uncertain.  Teach  him  however  in  the  mean  time  to  direct 
his  worship  more  properly,  for  the  deity  of  "  Hercttlei  **  it 
now  quite  out  of  fashion. 

The  present  you  mention  as  sent  by  me,  was  rather  that 
of  a  merchant  at  .Bourdeaux,  for  he  would  never  give  me 
any>  account  of  it;  ftid  neither  Temple  nor  I  know  any  thing 
of  the  particulars. 

When  Libegan  to  read  your  account  of  the  high  price^'tSf  ^ 
goods,  "  a  pair  of  gloves  seven  dollars,  a  yard  of  commlHi^ 
game  twenty-four  dollars,  and  thdi  it  now  required  a  far^ 
tune  to  maintain  a  famUjf  in  i'rtry  plain  way,^*  I  expected 
you  would  conclude  with  telling  me,  that  every  body  as  well 
as  yodrftlftwas  grown  frugal  and  industrious ;  and  I  ieoidd 
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scarce  believe  tny  eyes  in  reading  forward,  that  i*  there  never 
uas  so  much  dressing  and  pleasure  going  on;  and  that 
you  yourself  wanted  black  pins  and  feathers  from  France ; 
to  appear,  I  suppose,  in  the.  mode  i  This  leads  me  to  imagine, 
that  perhaps  it  is  not  so  much  that  the  goods  are  grown 
dear^  as  that  the  money  is  grown  cheap,  as  every  thing  else 
will  do  when  excessively  plenty  ^  and  ihat  people  are  still  as 
ea^y  nearly  in  their  circumstances  as  when  a  pair  of  glovea 
might  be  had  for  half  a  crown.  The  war  indeed  may  in 
some  degree  raise  the  prices  of  goods,  and  the  high  taxes 
which  are  necessary  to  support  the  war  may  make  our  fru* 
gality  necessary ;  and  as  i  am  always  preaching  that  doctrine, 
I  caimot  in  conscience  or  in  decency  encourage  the  contrary, 
by  my  example^  in  furnishing  my  children  with  foolish  modes 
and  luxuries.  I  therefore  send  all  the  articles  you  desire 
that  are  useful  and  necessary,  and  omit  the  rest;  for  as 
you  say  you  should  **  have  great  pride  in  wearing  any  thing 
I  send,  and  showing  it  as  your  father's  taste/^  1  must  avoid 
giving  you  an  opportunity  of  doing  that  with  either  lace  or 
feathers.  If  you  wear  your  cambric  ruffles  as  I  do,  and  take 
care  not  to  mend  the  holes,  they  will  come  in  time  to  be 
lace ;  and  feathers,  my  dear  girl,  may  be  had  in  America 
from  every  cock's  tail. 

If  you  happen  again  to  see  General  Washington,  assure 
him  of  my  very  great  and  sincere  respect,  and  tell  him  that 
all  the  old  generab  here  amuse  themselves  in  studying  the 
accounts  of  his  operations,  and  approve  highly  of  his  con- 
duct. 

Present  my  a£fecUonate  regards  to  all  friends  that  inquire 
afi(er  me,  particularly  Mr.  Doffield  and  family,  and  write 
oftener,  my  dear  i^bild,  to 

your  loving  father, 

B.  Framklin. 
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To  Mr.  Bridgen,  London. 
On  copper  coinage  for  the  United  States. 

Dear  Sir,  Passy,  October^,  1779. 

I  received  your  favor  of  the  I7th  past,  and  the  two 
samples  of  copper  are  since  come  to  hbnd.  Ttie  nietal  iseems 
to  be  very  good,  and  the  price  reasonable,  but  I  have  not' yet 
received  the  orders  necessary  to  justify  my  making  the  pur- 
chase proposed.  There  has  indeed  been  an  intentioifi  to  sGrike 
copper  coin  that  may  not  only  be  useful  as  small  change,  but 
serve  other  purposes.  Instead  of  repeating  continually  upon 
every  halfpenny  the  dull  story  that  every  body  knows  (and 
what  it  would  have  been  no  loss  to  mankind  if  nobody  had 
ever  known),  that  Geo.  III.  is  king  of  Great  Britain,  France, 
and  Ireland,  &c.  8cc.  to  put  on  one  side  some  important 
proverb  of  Solomon,  some  pious  moral,  prudential  or  econo- 
mical precept,  the  frequent  inculcation  of  which,  by  seeing  it 
every  time  one  receives  a  piece  of  money,  might  make  an  im^ 
pression  upon  the  mind,  especially  of  young  persons,  imd 
tend  to  regulate  the  conduct ;  such  as  on  some.  The  fear  of 
the  Lofdisthe  beginning  of  wisdom  ;  on  others.  Honesty  ft 
the  best  policy ;  on  others.  He  that  by  the  plough  would 
thrive,  himself  must  either  hold  or  drive ;  on  others^  Keep 
thy  shop,  and  thy  shop  will  keep  thee :  on  others,  J!  penny 
saved  is  a  pe/thy  got ;  on  others.  He  that  buys  what  he  htts 
no  need  of  will  ^soon  be  forced  to  sell  his  necessaries  ;  oft 
others,  Early  to  bed,  and  early  to  rise,  will  make  a  man 
healthy,  wealthy,  and  wise;  and  so  on  to  a  great  Variety. 
The  other  side  it  was  proposed  to  fill  with  good  design^, 
drawn  and  engraved  by  the  best  artists  in  France,  of  all  the 
diSeTcnt  species  of  barbarity  with  which  the  English  have 
carried  on  the  war  in  America,  expressing  every  abominable 
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circamataice-of  tbeir  cruelty- and  inhumanity,  that  figures 
can  express,  to  make  an  impression  on  the  minds  of  pos* 
farity  as  strong  and  durable  as  that  on  the  copper,  litis  re- 
iolucion  has  been  a  long  time  forborne,  but  the  late  bumbg 
of  defenceless  towns  in  Connecticut,  on  the  flimsy  pretence 
that  the  people  fired  from  behind  their  houses,  when  it  is 
ktiowQ  to  have  been  premeditated  and  ordered  from  England, 
will  probably  give  the  finishing  provocation,  and  may  occasion 
a  vast  demand  for  your  metal. 

1  thank  you  for  your  Idnd  wishes  respecting  my  health.  I 
return  them  most  cordially  fourfold  into  your  own  bosom. 
Ad^*  B.Franklin. 

.  To  B.  Vaughan,  Esq. 

On  his  edition  of  some  of  Dr.  Franklin's  writings. 

Dear  Sir,  Passy^  Nov.  9,  1779. 

I  have  received  several  kind  letters  from  you^ 
which  I  have  not  regularly  answered.  They  gave  me  however 
great  pleasure,  as  they  acquainted  me  with  your  welfare,  and 
that  of  your  family,  and  other  friends ;  and  I  hope  you  will 
continue  writing  to  me  as  often  as  you  can  do  it  conve- 
niently. 

I  thank  you  much  for  the  great  care  and  pains  you  have 
taken  in  regulating  and  correcting  the  edition  of  those  papers. 
Your  friendship  for  me  appears  in  almost  every  page;  and  if 
the  preservation  of  any  of  them  should  prove  of  use  to  the 
public,  it  is  to  you  that  the  public  will  owe  the  obligation. 
In  looking  them  over,  I  have  noted  some  faults  of  impression 
diat  hurt  the  sense,  and  some  other  little  matters,  which  you 
will  find  all  in  a  sheet  under  the  title  of  Errata.  You  can 
best  judge  whether  it  may  be  worth  while  to  add  any  of  them 
lo  the  errata  already  printed,  or  whether  it  may  not  be  aa.well 
to  reserve  the  whole  for  correction  in  another  cditioD,  if  such 
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should  ever  be.  Enclosed  I  send  a  more  perfect  copy  of  die 
chapter.  * 

If  I  should  ever  recover  the  pieces  that  were  in  the  hawb 
of  my  son,  and  those  I  left  among  my  papers  in  America^  I 
think  there  may  be  enough  to  make  three  more  such  volume^ 
of  which  a  great  part  would  be  more  interesting. 

As  to  the  tinie  of  publishing,  of  which  you  ask  my  opipioii^ 
I  am  not  furnished  with  any  reasons^  or.  ideas  of  reasons^  4m 
which  to  form  any  opinion.  Naturally  1  should  suppose  th% 
bookseller  to  be  from  experience  the  best  judge,  and  1  should 
be  for  leaving  it  to  him. 

I  did  not  write  the  pamphlet  you  mention.  I  know  nothing 
of  it.  I  suppose  it  is  the  same  concerning  which  Dr.  Priest- 
ley formerly  asked  me  the  same  question.  That  for  which  he 
took  it,  was  intitled,  A  Dissertation  on  Liberty  and  Neces^ 
sitjfj  Pleasure  and  Pain,  with  these  lines  in  the  title-page : 


<<  Whatever  u,  is  right.    But  purblind  man 


Sett  but  a  part  o*  the  cMm,  the  neareU  link: 

Hit  eye  not  carrying  to  that  equal  beam 

That  poises  all  above  ^  Drydetr, 

London :  printed  MDCCXXV.^ 

I  return  the  manuscripts  you  were  so  obliging  as  to  send 
me :  I  amxoncerned  at  your  having  no  other  copies :  I  hope 
these  wilt  get  safe  t<i  your  hands :  I  do  not  remember  the 
Duke  de  Chartres  shewmg  me  the  letter  you  mention.  I 
have  received  Dr.  Crawford's  book,  but  not  your  abstract, 
which  I  wait  for  as  you  desire. 


'  A  parable  against  persecution.'^See  Writings,  Part  iii.  Miscel- 
tunsSySec.  !. 

^  See  'A  full  account  of  this  pamphlet  in  Memoirs  of  the  Life,  Part 
I.  p.  33. 4tQ.  cd.;  p.  6S.  8vo.  ed. 
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I  send. you  also  Mr.  Dupont's  Table  Economique,  ^hicli 
I  think  an  excellent  thing,  as  it  contains  in  a  clear  method 
all  the  principles  of  that  new  sect,  called  here  les  Economists. 

Poor  Henley's  dying  in  that  manner  is  inconceivable  tome. 
Is  any  reason  given  to  account  for  it  besides  insanity  i 

Remember  me  affectionately  to  all  my  good  family,  and 
beliere  me,  with  great  esteem,  my  dear  friend, 

yours,  &c. 
I  B.  Franklin. 

1 

To  Francis  Hopkinson,  Eafe. 

,  Di&AR  Friend,  '     Passy,  Jmie  4,  1779. 

■  .  I  received  your  kind  letter  of  the  $2d  Octo- 
ber last,  vrhich  gave  me  great  pleasure  as  it  informed  me  of 
your  welfare,  and  of  your  appointment  to  the  honorable  office 
of  treasurer  of  loans.  I  think  the  cougress  judged  rightly  in 
their  choice.  An  exactness  in  accounts,  and  scrupulous  fi- 
delity in  matters  of  trust,  are  qualities  for  which  your  father 
was  eminent,  and  which  I  was  persuaded  were  inherited  by 
bis  son  when  I  took  the  liberty  of  naming  him  one  of  tlie 
executors  of  my  will,  a  liberty  which  I  hope  you  will  excuse. 
I  am  sorry  for  the  losses  you  have  suffered  by  the  Goths 
and  Vandahy  but  hope  it  will  be  made  up  to  you  by  the 
good  Providence  of  God,  and  the  good-will  of  your  country, 
to'  whom  your  pen  has  occasionally  been  of  service.  I  am 
glad  the  enemy  have  left  something  of  my  gimcrackery  that 
is  capable  of  affording  you  pleasure.  You  are  therefore 
very  welcome  to  tlie  use  of  my  electrical  and  pneumatic 
machiues  as  long  as  you  think  proper.  I  enclose  you  a  little 
piece  of  Oxford  wit,  which  \  lately  received,  hoping  it  may 
afford  you  amusement.  Present  my  respects  to  your  good 
mother  and  sisters,  and  believe  mc  ever, 

*  my  dear  Friend,  your  s  moat  affectipiiatelyj 

B.  Franklin. 
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P.  S.  Permit  me  to  recommend  the  new  minister/  Moii-i 
sieuir  le  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  to  your  civilities^  as  a  getH 
tleman  of  most  amiable  character  here,  and  a  hear^  friend 
of  the  American  cause.  If  jou  can  in  any  respect  be  ser« 
vieeabk  to  him  you  will  much  oblige  me. 

Encitatd  in  the  foregoing,  {tupposed  to  have  been  written  hy  the  htf 
Sift  William  Jomes.) 

Collect  read  at  Oxford  on  one  of  the  fast  days, 

O  King,  from  whom  all  tawdry  ribbonsy  all  silk  gowns,  and  all 
la%m  sleeves  do  proceed ;  give  unto  thy  subjects  that  peace  which  the 
sword  cannot  give ;  and  since  thou  hast  unjustly  brought  us  to  the 
beginning  of  this  war,  put  an  end  to  the  same  by  thy  mighty  pref 
rogative;  granting  us  in  this  war,  at  least  the  shadow  of  justice,  aQ4 
in  w^  to  come  a  little  q^ore  of  the  substfince :  through  the  merit« 
of  thy  trusty  and  well  beloved  9ir  Frederic  North,  our  chancellor, 

To  Pb'be  Beccahia.  ■ 

Deab  Sib,  Passy,  Nqvmber  19, 177Q. 

Having  some  time  since  heard  of  your  illneai^ 
with  great  concern^  it  gave  me  infinite  pleasure  to  learq  tbi^ 
day  from  M.  Chantel,  (who  did  me  the  honor  of  a  yiait)  tfiat 


*  Giovanni  Battiste  Beccahia,  a  religious  of  the  School  of  Pietyt 
was  f|  native  of  Mondovi.  His  celebrity  as  a  teacher  of  mathematics 
and  philosophy,  first  at  Palermo,  and  afterwards  at  Rome^  caused  him 
to  be  invited  to  Ttirin,  where  he  filled  the  chair  of  experimental  lec- 
turer, and  was  employed  in  the  tuition  of  some  branches  of  the  royal 
tamily.  His  correspondence  was  sought  by  men  of  letters  in  vaiious 
countries;  and  he  imparted  to  Dr.  franklin  in  particular,  mapy  im- 
portant facts  on  philosophical  subjects.  Father  Beccaria  died  at  Turin, 
in  an  advanced  age,  in  1781.  Hi^  <<  Dissertations  on  Ms^ttidtf*  have 
been  published;  but  the  most  curious  of  his  pieces  is  an  **  il^say  o^ 
the  Cause  of  Storms  and  Tempests,^ 

\     VOL.  I.  't> 


;^u  wer«  Ifo  6f  r^cpvfyred  as  tp  be  «l>)f)  ta  in«J^(^  Uttle  excfiri- 
lipn^  (HI  Ij^or^eback ;  I  pray  God  that  your  conta^esc^ce  m; 
|)ftc)Mic)^.ft)Ml  perf^^t,  ^  jour  health  b^  again  frmly  ^tfi^ 
^bi^ :  $fiefice  would  lose  tpo  much  ^i  losing  one  so.  seir 
lou8  and  active  in  its  cause^  and  ao  capably  of  a|cceler%tipgit« 
progress  and  augmenting  its  dominions. 

I  fin4  n^yai^U  here  immeraed  in  affairs  which  absorb  m; 
attention,  and  prevent  my  pursuing  those  studies  in  which  I 
idways  found  the  highest  satisfaction :  and  I  am  now  grown 
90  old  as  hardly  to  hope  for  a  return  of  that  leisure  and  tr%n- 
^Uity  ao  necessary  for  philosophical  disquisitions.  X  hava^ 
iMWiTvery  not  long  since  thiown  a  few  thoughts  on  paper 
relative  to  the  aurora  borealis,  ^  which  I  would  send  you, 
but  that  i  suppose  you  may  have  seen  them  in  the  Journal  of 
rAbb6  Rozier.  If  not,  I  will  make  out  a  copy  and  sen^  it  to 
you ;  perhaps  with  some  corrections. 

Every  thing  of  your  writing  is  always  .very  welcome  to  me ; 
i^  therefore,  you  have  lately  published  any  new  exjierimnts 
or  observations  in  physics^  I  shall  be  happy  to  see  them,  when 
jqvL  have  an  opportunity  of  sending  them  to  me« 

With  the  highest  esteem,  le^ct,  and  affection,  I,  ^,  8u. 

B.  Franklin. 

To  Dr.  Price,  London. 

Dear  Sir,  Passj/j,  February  6,  1790. 

I  received  bnt  very  lately  your  kind  fav^r  of 
October  14th,  Dr.  IngenhausZi  who  brought  it,  having  staid 
loog  in  Holland.  I  sent  that  enclosed  directly  to  Mr.  L^  It 
gave  me  great  pleasure  to  understand  that  you  continue  well. 
Your  writings,  after  all  the  abuse  you  and  they  have  met  with. 


'  See  Wriiikos,  Part  iv.  «  PAifew^Ka/&i4rert«." 


WAWn  1.  OP  BMKJAMimWUAItKVaif.  41 

tiegin  to  make  serious  impressions  on  those  who  at  first  re-> 
jected  the  counsels  you  gave;  and  they  will  acquire  new 
weight  every  day,  and-  be  in  high  esteem  when  the  cavils 
against  them  are  dead  and  forgotten*  Pleas^  to  present  my 
affectionate  respects  to  that  honest,  sensible,  and  iDteUi^ent 
society, '  who  did  me  so  long  the  honor  of  admitting  me  to 
share  in  their  instructive  conversations.  I  never  think  of  th^ 
hours  I  so  happily  spent  in  that  company,  without  regretlitig' 
that  they  are  never  to  be  repeated ;  for  1  see  no  prospect  of 
an  end  to  this  unhappy  war  in  my  time.  .  Dr.  Priestleyi  y<m 
tell  me>  continuea  his  experiments  with  success.  We  mak^ 
daily  great  improvements  in  natural — there  is  one  I  wish  to 
see  in  moral  philosophy  ;  the  discovery  of  a  plan  that  would 
induce  and  oblige  nations  to  settle  their  disputes  without  firat 
cutting  one  another's  throats.  When  will  human  reasou  be 
sufficiently  improved  to  see  die  advantage  of  this  i  When  will 
men  be  convinced  that  even  successful  war»at  length  become 
miflfortunes  to  those  who  unjustly  commenced,  thenv  and  whp 
triumphed  blindly  in  their  success,  not  seeing  all  its  conse- 
quences i  Your  great  comfort  and  mine  in  this  war  i%  that 
we  honestly  and  faithfully  did  every  thing  in  our  power  tp 
prevent  it.  Adieu>  and  believe  me  ei^erj  my  dear  friend, 
yours^  &c. 

B.  FUANKLXN. 


''  Supposed  to  aUudeto  a  club  at  the  Lomloik  Cofite-housc; 


^^  BRIVATSXOftSESPONfiBlICB  PAMT  i. 

To  Db.  Pbibstlby. 
On  true  Science  and  its  progress.    Reflections  on  the  Ineon- 
I         :    veniences  attetiding  all  Situations  in  Life. 

Dear  Sib,  Passyy  February  8,  1780. 

Your  kmil  letter  of  September  27th,  came  to  hand 
but  very  lately,  the  bearer  having  staid  long  in  Holland.  - 
.  I  always  rejoice  to  hear  of  your  being  still  employed  in  ex- 
perimental researches  into  nature,  and  of  the  success  yoo 
nieet  with.  The  rapid  progress  true  science  now  makes, 
occasions  my  regretting  sometimes  that  I  was  bom  so  soon : 
it  is  impossible  to  imagine  the  height  to  which  may  be  carried 
in  a  thousand  years,  the  power  of  man  over  matter ;  we  may 
perhaps  learn  to  deprive  large  masses  x>f  their  gravity,  and 
give  them  absolute  levity,  for  the  sake  of  easy  transport. 
Agriculture  may  diminish  its  labor  and  double  its  produce : 
idl  diseases  may  by  sure  means  be  prevented  or  cured,  (not 
"excepting  even  diat  of  old  age)  and  our  lives  lengthened  at 
pleasure,  even  beyond  die  antediluvian  standard.  O  that 
moral  science  were  in  as  fair  a  way  of  improvement,  that  men 
tifonld  cease  to  be  woltes  to  one  another,  and  that  human 
beings  would  at  length  learn  what  they  now  improperly  call 
humanity ! 

[  am  glad  my  Htde  paper  on  the  Aurora  Borealis  pleased. 
If  it  should  occasion  farther  inquiry,  and  so  produce  a  better 
hypothesis,  it  will  not  be  wholly  useless. 

I  am  ever,  with  the  greatest  and  most  sinceie  esteem,    : 
Dear  Sir,  Sic.  B«r  Fbanklin« 

{^Enclosed  in  the  foregoing  Letter;  being  an  answer  to  a  sepa- 
rate paper  received  from  Dr.  Pnw^fey.] 

I  have  considered  the  situation  of  that  person 
very  attentively :   I  think  that  wiUi  -a  litlia'  help  from  the 
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Moral  Algebra, '  he  might  form  a  better  judgment  titan  any 
other  person  can  fomi  for  him.  But  smce  my  opinion  teems 
to  be  clesired,  1  give  it  for  continuing  to  the  end  of  the  terni^ 
under  all  die  present  disagreeable  circumstances :  the  con- 
nexion will  then  die  a  natural  death.  No  reason  will  be  ex* 
peded  to  be  given  for  the  separation,  Und  of  course  no  offence 
taken  at.  reasons  giferi,  the  friendship  may  still  subsist,  and  in 
some  other  iiray  be  nseftiL  The  time  diminislies  daily,  and  is 
usefully  employed.  AH  human  situations  have  their  inconve* 
niences;  we  feel  those  that  we  find  in  the  present,  and  we 
neither  feel  nor  see  those  that  exist  in  another.  Hence  we 
make  frequent  and  troublesome  changes  without  amendment 
tod  often  for  the  worse.  In  my  youth  1  was  passenger  in  a 
little  sloop,"descending  the  river  Delaware.  There  being  no 
wind,  we  were  obliged  when  the  ebb  was  spent,  to  cast  anchor^ 
and  wait  for  the  iiett.  The  li^at  of  the  sun  on  the  vessel  wfts 
excessive,  the  company  strangers  to  me^  and  not  very  ogreiH 
iable.  •  N^ar  the  river  side  I  saw  what  I  took  to  be  a  pleasant 
green  meadow,  in  the.  middle  of  which  was  a  large  shady  tree^ 
where  it  struck  my  fancy  I  could  sit  and  read,  (having  a  bodli 
in  nrf  pocket)  and  pass  tlie  time  agreeably  till  the  tide  turjoedi 
1  therefore  prevailed  with  the  captain  to  put  me  ashorcu 
Being  landed,  I  found  the  greatest  part  of  my  meadow  was 
really  a  marsh,  in  crossing  which,  to  come  at  my  tree^  I  was 
op  to  my  knees  in  mire :  and  1  had  not  placed  my«elf  under 
its  shade  five  minutes  before  the  muskitoes  in  swarms  found 
toe  ont^  afetecked  my  legs,  hands,  and  face,  and  made  my  read- 
ing and  my  rest  impossible  ;  so  that  I  returned  to  the  beach, 
and  called  for  the  boat  to  come  and  take  me  on  board  again, 
where  I  was  obliged  to  bear  the  heat  I  had  strove  to  quit. 


'  See  letter  to  Dr.  Priestley,  Sept.  19^  im.  Part  i. 


tat  t^Mb  tin  !aiug|h  of  the  conpaiiy.  Similar  caae^  in.  Ae 
aflKdrs  of  bte  bmye  flbce  friequently  fallen  under  my  obatt^ 

-  ii  have  had  thot^fato  of  a  eidlage  for  hhn  in  America :  I 
know  DO  006  who  might  be  more  uaeful  to  the  public  in  the 
intitution  of  youth.  But  there  are  possible  unpleasantnesata 
ill  that  situation:  it  cannot  be  obtained  but  by  a  teohf^cardoiiii 
toyage  at  this  time  for  a  family ;  and  Ae  time  for  expelrimettta 
^mM  be  all  otherwise  engaged.  * 

To  General  Washington. 

j^f^ive  to  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette — Invitation  ti^  viiit 

Europe. 

Sir,  Pas^,MarcA6i  1780* 

I  have  received  but  lately  the  letter  ypiur  ex^eU 
iency  did  ine  the  honor  of  writing  to  me  in  reconiuiendatioa 
^  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette*  His  modesty  detained  it  long 
b  his  own  hands.  We  became  acquainted,  however^  from  the 
tine  of  bis  arrival  at  Paris ;  and  his  zeal  for  the  honor  of  our 
ebnntiry^  his  activity  in  our  affairs  bere^  and  his  firm  attach* 
ilient  to  our  cause,  and  to  you,  impressed  me  with  the  same 
iregard  and  esteem  for  him  that  your  excellency's  letter  would 
have  done  had  it  been  immediately  ddivered  to  me. 

'  Should  peace  arrive  after  another  campaign  or  two>  and 
ieiiford  us  a  little  leisure,  I  should  be  happy  to  see  your  ex** 
celkincy  in  Europe,  and  to  accompany  you,  if  my  age  md 


»  The  advice  contained  in  tliis  paper  related  to  Dr.  Priestley  him- 
selfy  who  had  engaged  to  live  with  Lord  Shelburne;,  as  his  librarian, 
at  a  salary  of  about  «£S00  per  annum,  for  a  certain  number  of  years: 
but  before  the  term  had  expired,  he  became  disgusted  with  his  situa> 
tion,  and  requested  i^ansel  from  Dr,  Franklin  on  the  suli^t. 


strength  would  permit,  in  visiting  some  of  its  ancient  and 
most  faiiioiis'  kingdoihsi  You  M^lild  od  this  side  the  sea^ 
enjoy  the  great  r^putatiori  you  have  acquired^  pure  and..frea 
from  those  little  shades  that  the  jealousy  and  envy  of  a  man's 
countrymen  and  cotemporaries  are  ever  endeavoring  to  cast 
over  living  ibeirit.  Hete  you  would  know,  and  enjoy,  what 
f^okUirity  Will  say  of  Washington.  For  a  thousand  leagues 
hkwi  lieaHy  die  inma  eflPe^t  as  a  thousand  y^ars.  The  ibebl« 
fdiHb  of  thos^  gfovelliiig  paisionii  eaiftot  extend  Ho  far  eidiar 
iff  time  or  distance.  At  pi^setit  I  efijoy  that  pleasure  fot 
yon :  as  I  frequently  bear  the  old  generals  of  this  marthd 
country  (who  study  the  maps  of  America,  and  mark  npdn 
Aeni  all  yonr  operation^)  ^peak  with  sincere  approbation  ihid 
gMt  applause  of  your  condifct ;  and  join  in  giving  yon  tfM 
chaht^ter  of  6n^  of  tht  greatest  captains  of  the  age. 

t  must  soOn  qnit  th^  sc^ife^,  bnt  yon  may  live  to  see  onf 
conntty  flbrishv  tti  it  will  amazingly  and  rapidly  aftet  the  Wflt 
is  over ;  like  a  field  of  yoiitig  Indian  com,  which  long  Adr 
W(!idi^  and  siinshine  bad  enfeebled  and  discolored,  tfnd  wkic|i 
in  th^t  5i^eak  state,  by  a  thunder  gust  of  violent  #ind,  tulB, 
and  hiin;  seemed  t6  be  threatened  with  absolute  destruction; 
y€i  the  storm  being  past,  it  recovers  fresh  verdure,  shoots  vip 
with  double  vigor,  and  delights  the  eye  not  of  its  owner  od|yj 
but  of  every  observing  traveller. 

llk^  besrt  ^hes  that  can  be  formed  for  yonr  heahb^  btmor, 
aild  bat)pifti^i^,  Htt  attend  you,  from 
yours,  8cc. 

B.  FjtANKLIIf. 
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I.-'      ■       ■-     ■ 

To  Mr.  ls  CHEVAtiBR  Db  la  Luzsrnej 

Minuter  Jirom  Franeeiotkf  United  Statit^  .' 
P'arioiu  matter. 

BiKf  PassY^  Mwreh  S,  178(K    * 

I  received  witk  great  pleasure  the  letter  yon  dkt 
mb  tte  honor  of  writing  to  me  from  Boston.  I  rejoked  lo 
hear  of  your  safe  arrival,  and  that  the  reception  you  met  witb 
IB  oiy  country^  had  been  agreeable  to  you.  I  hope  its  air  will 
^it  youy  and  that  whUe  you  reside  in  it  you  will  enjoy  constant 
health  and  happiness. 

Your  good  brother  does  me  sometimes  ^e  honor  of  calliog. 
barney  and  we  converse  in  English,  which  he  speaks  very 
intelligibly.  1  suppose  that  by  this  time  you  do  the  same^ 
Mr.  de  Malesherbes  did  .me  lately  the  same  honor.  That 
great  man  seems  to  have  no  wish  of  returning  into  public 
employment,  but  amuses  himself  with  planting,  and  is  desirous 
of  obtaining  all:  those  trees  of  North  America  that  have  not 
yet  been  introduced  into  France.  Your  sending  him  a  box 
of  the  seeds  would,  I  am  persuaded,  much  oblige  him.  They 
may  be  obtained  of  my  young  friend  Bartram,  livmg  near 
Philadelphia. 

You  will  have  heard  that  Spain  has  lately  met  with  a  little 
misfortune  at  sea,  but  the  bravery  with  which  her  ships  fought 
a  vastly  superior  force,  has  gained  her  great  honor.  We  are. 
anxious  here  for  farther  news  from  that  coast,  which  is  daily 
expected.  Great  preparations  are  making  here  for  the  ensu'^ 
mg  campaign,  and  we  6atter  ourselves  that  it  will  be  more 
Hctive  and  successful  in  Europe  than  the  last* 

One  of  the  advantages  of  great  states  is,  that  the  calamity 
occasioned  by  a  foreign  war  falls  only  on  a  very  small  part  of 
the  community,  who  happen  from  their  ntuation  and  particular 
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circiunstances  to  be  exposed  to  it.  Thus,  as  it  if  always  fkir 
weather  in  our  parlors,  it  is  at  Paris  always  peace.  Thit 
people  pursue  their,  respective  occupations ;  the  playhouses, 
the  opera,  and  other  public  aiversions,  are  as  regularly  and 
fully  attended,  as  in  times  of  profoundest  tranquillity,  and  the 
same  small  concerns  divide  us  into  psrties.  Withim- these 
few  weeks  we  are  for  or  against  Jeannot,  a  new  actor.  This 
man's  performance,  and  the  marriage  of  die  Duke  de.  Riche*. 
lieu,  fills  up  much  more  of  our  present  conversation  than 
any  thing  that  relates  to  the  war«  A  demonstration  this  of 
the  public  felicity  !  - 

My  grandson  joins  with  me  in  best  wishes  for  your  health 
and  prosperity.  He  is  much  flattered  by  your  kind  remem* 
brance  of  him.  We  desire  also  that  M.  de  Marbois '  ytonlir 
accept  our  assurance  of  esteem. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect,  Sir, 

Yours,  &c.  B.  Franklin*. 

F.  HoPKiNsoN,  Esq.  Philadelphia. 

Political  Sifuibs^ — Dr*  Ingenhausz^s  Esptrmenti  on  the 
Uavh  of  trees. — A  new  telescope  for  ascMaining  du* 
Cances, 

Dear  Sir,  Passj/,  March  16,  178(X 

I  thank  you  for  your  political  Squibs  :  they  are 
well  made.  I  am  glad  to  find  you  have  such  plenty  of  good 
powder^ 

You  propose  that  Killpig,  the  butcher,  should  operate 
upon  himself.  You  will  find  some  thoughts  on  that  subject 
in  a  litde  piece  called  "  A  merry  Song  about  Murder"  in  a 
London  newspaper  I  send  herewith. 


f  Secretary  ofthc  Fiencb  Legation  in  the  United  States. 
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The  ^iMIit  ^cofery  made  \u  Euro))^  for  dbihte  dittlS  {MftI 
id  Aat  of  Dr.  In^etihatisz's  relating  to  the  great  i!te  of  tfiA 
IcHkVes  6f  trees  in  produeiDg  whotetome  m*  I  would  dend  ff^. 
hSb  book  if  I  had  it.  A  new  instruttietit  \h  liitelj  inireiit^ 
h^,^  a  kind  of  telescope,  which  by  meiEins  of  IcehdMl 
ctyMPocc^sions  thift  double  appearance  of  an  objlict^  ,;tkittl 
tbl^  two  Appearances  being  ^rAer  disteint  from  eath  oth6r  hi 
pirb^'bhion  to  the  distance  6F  die  object  from  the  eje,'hy 
nbovlng  an  ibdex  on  a  graduated  IiAe  till  the  ti^'o^appeilHiiieet 
c6iocide9  you  find  on  the  line  the  real  distance  of  the  objeet. 
I  am  not  enough  master  of  this  instrument  to  desefibe 
it  aeeurately^  having  seen  it  btit  onee ;  but  it  is  tery  bgeni* 
otLtif  contrived. 

fteteenib^r  tne  respectfully  t6  your  ttotber  and  sisterg^  and 
believe  me  ever,  my  dear  friend, 

yours  ihodt  itSectionateljr,          B.  FranicltK. 

To  Db.  BonD|  Philadelphia, 

Letter  of  friendship. 

Dear  Sir,  Pasy,  March  16,  1780. 

I  received  your  kind  letter  of  September  the  22d, 
and  1  thank  you  for  the  pleasing  account  you  give  me  of  the 
health  and  \^eirare  of  my  old  friends,  Hugh  Roberts,  Luke 
Mdrris,  Philip  Syng,  Samuel  Rhoades,  &c.  \(i(h  the  same  of 
yourself  and  family.  Shake  the  bid  ones  by  the  hand  for  me, 
and  give  the  young  ones  my  blessing.  For  my  own  part,  I 
do  not  find  that  I  grow  any  older.  Being  arrived  at  70,  and 
conaidering  that  by  travelling  further  in  the  dame  foaJ  I 
should  probably  be  led  to  the  grave,  I  stopped  short,  ttirUed 
about,  and  walked  back  again ;  which  having  done  these  four 


'  JBy  the  AhU  tted^  of  tbef  fencb  Academy  of  Sciooces. 
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jmrsy  jott  may  now  cdl  ine  60.  Advise  those  old  tnmdBfjS 
ottre  to  foUow  Iny  example;  keep  up  your  ^iritu  and  that  wiH 
keep  up  your  bodies ;  you  will  no  more  stoop  under  the  weight 
of  agethau  if  you  had  swallowed  a  faaildspike.  But  it  k 
right  to  abate  a  little  in  the  article  of  labor ;  and  therefore 
m  your  demonstrations  of  midwifery  '^  are  usefuli  and»il  is  a 
pity  yo^  slM^uld  give  them  up^  for  want  of  mbjects  in  Aef 
lying-in  wards/'  I  advise  you  to  get  some  o^  y6ur  yduiigf 
pupils  to  help  youk  ' 

I  am  glad  the  Phi}osbphical  Society  ihade  that  complimeHI 
to  Mr.  Gerard. '  I  wish  the^  wouM  do  the  same  to  MrV 
Feutry>  a •  worthy 'gientleman  here;  and  to  Dr.  Ingenhania^ 
who  has  made  %ame  great  discoveries  lately  respectmgthe 
leaves  of  tr^H  in  imprdving  air  for  the  use  of  animals:  he 
will  *!fend  you  his  book.  He  is  physician  to  dbe  empress 
qneen*    I  have  not  yet  seen  your  piece  on  inoculation. 

Remember  me  respectfully  and  afiectionately  to  Mrs.B^Cld^ 
your  children;  and  all  friends.     I  am  tvtr, 

yours,  B.  FbankUK. 

P.  S.  1  have  bought  some  valuable  books  which  I  intend 
to  present  to  the  society;  but  shall  not  send  them  till  safer 
times. 

To  Dr.  Cooper,  Boston. 

Relative  io  hU  grmndson.^-^The  alliance  with  France,  S^c. 

Dear  Sir,  Pusjy,  March  16>  1780. 

I  received  your  kind  favor  by  Captain  Chavagnes, 
which  I  communicated  to  the  minister  of  marine,  who  wil 
much  pleased  with  the  character  yon  give  of  Ae  captain.  I 
have  also  yours  of  Nov.  12,  by  your  grandson,  who  appears 
a  very  promising  lad,  in  whom  t  think  you  Will  have  much 

'  Formerly  Minister  from  France  to  the  United  States. 
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ttOisfttf^ioa.  Heris  ui^ba^iiq[-tcbool  jnal  by  iiie»  ud  wair 
well  last  Sunday^  when  I  bad  lti<  pleasure  of  hit  cenpany  to 
dinner  with  Mr.  Adam's  sons  aod  aome  other  young  Amerir 
cans.  He  will  3ood  acquire  the  language ;  and  if  God  spares 
his  life,  may  i^ake  a  very  serviceable  man  to  his  country. 

Itj;ives  me  infinite  satisfaction  to  find,  that  with  you  the 
wisest  and  best  among  our  people^  are  so  hearty  in  endeavor- 
ing to  strengthen  the  alliance.  We  certainly  owe  much  tothis 
nation ;  and  we  shall  obtain  much  more,  if  the  same  prudent 
conduct  towards  them  continues,  for  they  really  and  strongly 
virish  our  prosperity,  and  will  promote  it  by  every  means  in 
di«r  power.  But  we  should  at  the  same  time  do  as  much  as 
possible  for  ourselves,  and  not  ride  (as  w^  say)  a  free 
borse  to  death.  There  are  some  Americans  returning  hence^ 
with  whom  our  people  should  be  upon  their  guard;  as  carrying 
with  them  a  spirit  of  enmity  to  this  country.  Not  being  liked 
here  themselves,  they  dislike  the  people ;  for  the  same  reason, 
indeed,  they  ought  to  dislike  all  that  know  them. 

With  the  sincerest  respect  and  esteem,  I  am  ever,  my  dear 
friend^ 

Yours  most  affectionately^  B.  Fb a  N  k  li  n> 

To  C.  GttiFFiN,  Esc. 

SiB,  P^asjfy  March  l6,  1780. 

,  I  have  just  received  the  letter  you  have  done  me 
tbe-bepKNT-^o  write  to  me,  and  shall  immediately  deliver  the 
packet  it  recommends  to  my  care.  I  will  take  the  first  op- 
portunity of  mentioning  to  Mr.  Gerard  what  you  hint,  relsttive 
to  otar  not  ent^erlaining  strangers  so  frequently  and  liberally, 
«a  b  the  custom  in  France.  But  be  has  travelled  in  Europe 
and  knows  that  modes  of  nations  differ.  The  Frendi  are 
convivial,  live  much  at  one  another's  tables,  and  are  glad  to 
feast  travellers.    In  Italy  and  Spain  a  stranger^  however  re* 
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commeiidedy  nurely  dinet  tt  the  house  of  any  gendenmo^  Imt 
Kve0.ftt  his  inn.    The  Americans  bold  a  medium. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  fcc.  B.  FraKklik. 

To  W.  CarmichaeL)  Esg."  Madrid. 

Sir  J.  Dalrymple. — The  Marquis  de  La  Fayette. — Report 
of  the  Siege  of  Charlestown  raisedf-^Riots  m  London.-^ 
The  Ephemera, 

pEAE  Sir,  Passy,  June  17, 1780. 

Your  favors  of  the  €!2d  past  came  duly  to  hand. 
Sir  J.  Dalrymple  has  been  here  some  time,  but  I  hear  no^ 
thing  of  his  political  operations.  The  learned  talk  pf  Ae 
discovery  he  has  made  in  the  Escurial  Library,  of  forty 
episdes  of  Brutus^  a  missmg  part  of  Tacitus,  and  a  piece  of 
Seneca,  that  have  never  yet  been  printed,  which  excite  much 
curiosity.  ^  He  has  not  been  with  me,  and  I  am  told  by  on^ 
of  his  friends,  that  though  he  wished  to  see  me,  he  did  not 
think  it  prudent.  So  I  suppose  I  shall  have  no  communica- 
tion with  him ;  for  I  shall  not  seek  it.  As  Count  de  Vergennes 
has  mentioned  nothing  to  me  of  any  memorial  from  him,  I 
suppose  be  has  not  presented  it, — perhaps  discouraged  by 
the  reception  it  met  with  in  Spain. — So  I  wish^  for  curiosity's 
sake,  you  would  send  me  a  copy  of  it. ' 

The  Marquis  de  La  Fayette  arrived  safely  at  Boston  die 


'  Secretary  of  the  American  Legation. 

*  Mr.  Carmlchael,  in  answer  to  this  part  of  Dr.  FranklinMetCw, 
says,— <'  I  have  been  assured  by  Count  Campomaaes,  the  Abb^  Oa^ 
vara  and  his  brother  (both  academiciaos),  that  no  such  manuKrIpIs 
exist  in  the  library  of  the  Escurial,  as  those  mentioned  by  Sir  John 
Dalrymple. 

3  See  Sir  J.  D.'s  Anecdote  Hittoriqite.  Part  in.  of  Private  Corrfs* 
pondence.    SupptiMSMT. 
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Mfli  of  AprB|  and  it  m  nid|  gave  expectations  of  the  coming 
of  a  squadron  and  troops.  The  vefse}  that  brings  this,  left 
New  London  die  second  of  May :  her  Captain  reports  that 
die  siege  of  Charlestown  was  raised,  the  troops  attacked  in 
their  retreat,  and  Clinton  killed ;  but  dus  wants  confirmation. 

London  has  been  ki  the  utmost  confusion  for  seven  or  eight 
days.  The  beginning  of  this  month,  a  mob  of  fanatics,  jobed 
by  a  mob  of  rogues,  burnt  and  destroyed  property  to  the 
amount,  it  is  said,  of  a  million  sterling.  Chapels  of  foreign 
ambassadors,  houses  of  members  of  parliament,  that  had  pro- 
moted the  act  for  favoring  Catholics,  and  the  houses  of  many 
private  persons  of  diat  religion,  were  pillaged  and  consumed, 
or  pulled  down  to  the  number  of  fifty;  among  the  rest.  Lord 
Mansfield's  is  burnt  with  all  his  furniture,  pictures,  books, 
and  papers.  Thus  he  who  approved  the  burning  American 
houses,  has  had  fire  brought  home  to  him.  He  himself  was 
borably  scared,  and  Governor  Hutchinson,  it  is  said,  died 
outright  of  the  fright  The  mob,  tired  with  roaring  and  rioting 
seven  days  and  nights,  were  at  length  suppressed,  and  quiet 
restored  on  the  ninth  in  the  evening.  Next  day  Lord  George 
Gordota  was  committed  to  the  tower. 

Enclosed  I  send  you  the  little  piece  you  desire. '  To  tm- 
derstand  it  rightly,  you  should  be  acquainted  with  some  few 
circumstances.  The  person  to  whom  it  was  addressed  is  Ma« 
dame  Brillon,  a  lady  of  most  respectable  character  and  pleas« 
iDg  conversation ;  mistress  of  an  amiable  femilf  in  this  neigh- 
borhood, with  which  I  spend  an  evening  twice  in  every  week. 
ShA  has  among  other  elegant  accomplidiments,,  that  of  ao 
excellent  musician ;  and  with  her  daughters,  who  aiag  psettii^^ 
and  some  friends  who  play,  she  kindly  entertains  me  ^od  my 


*  The  Kphemera.    Ssa  Wsinyes,  Pait  in.  Sect.  3. 


gf^ndfon  vith  Ktdf  cm^rt^  a,  cup  of  t^  m^  ii.fwi)ft  of 
chess.  I  call  this  my  Opera;  for  I  riMreiy  go  to  the  Opoft 
%^  ParU. — The  Moulin  Jqli  ia  a  Little  islaad  in  the  Sjeine, 
fl^t  two  league  hence,  pAit  qf  the  qoMiitry^rseat;  of  anothi^ 
^pdj  ^  where  w^  visit  eiyery  su^imer^  and  spend  a  day  in  tkf 
p^iqg  aQci^ty  of  the  ing^uious^  leaiiiedt  an4  very,  polite 
Pfinons  who  inhabit  it.  At  the  time  when  the  kttervw 
writteni  aU  qo||¥era»tioo«  at  Paia^  w^9  filled  with  dispulei 
about  the  muaic  of  QlMck  and  Pidni,  a  Gecoao  and  Italian 
ln^sicia^^  who  divided  the  town  into  violent  parties.  A  frimd 
9f  this  iacij  (laving  obtained  a  copy  of  it  under  pcoaioise  no(  t^ 
give  another,  did  Pot  observe  that  promiae,  so  that  many  have 
been  taken^  aod  it  is  become  as  public  as  such  a  thing  can 
well  be,  that  id  not  printed^  but  1  cpuld  not  dream  of  its  b^ng 
heard  of  at  Madfid !  The  thought  was  partly  taken  from  a 
little  piece  from  some  unknown  writer  which  I  met  with  fiAgf 
years  since  in  a  newspapei^  atod  whiefa  &e  sight  of  the  Cpbe* 
mera  brought  to  my  i[ecol)ection.  A^u !  my  dear  friend^ 
find  believe  me  ever, 

yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Fbanklin* 

To  Dr.  Fothergill. 
Letter  of  Riendship. 

Pany^  June  \9,  1790. 
JMy  dfear  old  friend,  Dr.  Fothergilli  nay  elsim 
Lady  H.  of  my  respects^  and  of  any  service  in  my  power  to 
render  her,  or  her  affieiiri  in  Ainerica.  I  believe  matters  in 
Qeorgia  cennott  much  longer  continue  in  their  preaeot  aitim- 
tioBy  but  will  return  to  diet  ttaAa  in  which  they  were  when 

«  Monsieur  Watelft. 
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her  propertjr  and  that  of  oar  coitmkm^nd  O.  W.  recmed 
the  protection  she  ackoowledget. 

i  rejoiced  most  sincerely  to  hear  of  jour  recovery  from  the 
dafigerous  illness  by  which  I  lost  itty  very  valuable  fnend 
P.  (TolKnson.  As  I  am  sometimes  apprehensive  of  the  samf 
disorder;  I  wish  to  know  the  means  that  were  used  and  suc- 
ceeded in  your  case;  and  shall  be  exceedingly  obliged  to  you 
for  communicating  them  when  you  can  do  it  conveniently. 

Be  pleased  to  remember  me  respectfully  to  your  good  sister^ 
and  to  our  worthy  friend  David  Barclay,  who  I  make  no  doubt 
laments  with  you  and  me,  that  the  true  pains  we  took  togedier 
to  prevent  all  this  horrible  mischief  proved  ineffectual. 
I  am  ever. 

Yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 

To  Mb.  Small,"  Pari  a, 

*  JFi-ietidship. — Goui,  Sfc, 

Passy,  July  9A,  1780. 
You  see,  my  dear  sir,  that  I  was  not  afraid  my 
masters  would  take  it  amiss  if  I  ran  to  see  an  old  friend  though 
in  the  service  of  their  enemy.  They  are  reasonable  enough 
to  allow,  that  differing  politic;  should  qot  prevent  the  inters 
communication  of  philosophers  who  study  and  converse  for 
the  benefit  of  mankind.  But  you  have  doubts  about  coming 
to  dine  with  me.  I  suppose  you  will  not  venture  it;  ^o^r 
"  ■  ■       V'it?r 


'  A  surgeon  of  eminence  in  the  British  army,  then  p§^ing  I 
Paris,  brother  to  Colonel  Small,  who  particularly  distinguisbed  him- 
self by  his  humanity  at  the  battle  of  Bunker's  Hill,  near  Boston;  % 
trait  of  whom  is  admirably  delineated  by  the  able  pencil  of  Colonel 
Turabtttl,  (an  American  amateur  artist)  in  his  picture  of  that  battle; 
from  which  an  elegant  eograviiig  was  made  and  published  in  London. 


refusal  will  not  indeed  do  so  much  honor  to  your  generosity 
and  good-nature  of  your  government,  as  to  your  sagacity* 
You  know  your  people,  and  I  do  not  expect  you.  I  think  too 
thai  in  friendship  I  ought  not  to  make  you  more  visits  as  I 
intended :  but  I  send  my  grandson  to  pay  his  dqty  to  hi^  jAy^t 
sician, 

■  You  inquired  about  my  gout>  and  1  forgot  to  acquaint  youy 
that  I  had  treated  it  a  little  cavalierly  ii|  its  two  last  accesses. 
Finding  one  night  that  my  foot  gave  me  more  pain  after  it 
wasxovered  warm  in  bed,  I  put  it  out  of  bed  naked;  and 
paic^iving  it  easier,  I  let  it  remain  longer  than  I  at  first  de^ 
signed/  and  at  length  fell  asleep,  leaving  it  there  till  mornings 
The  pain  did  not  return,  and  I  grew  well.  Next  winter  havf- 
ing  a  second  attack,  I  repeated  the  experiment;  not  with  such 
immediate  success  in  dismissing  the  gout,  but  constantly  witi;^ 
the  efiect  of  rendering  it  less  painful,  so  that  it  permitted  me 
to  sleep  every  night.  I  should  mention,  that  it  was  my  son' 
who  gave  me  the  first  intimation  of  this  practice*  He  being 
in  the  old  opinion  that  die  gout  was  to  be  drawn  out  by  tran* 
spiration.  And  having  heard  me  say  that  perspiration  was 
carried  on  more  copiously  when  the  body  was  naked  than 
when  clothed,  he  put  his  foot  out  of  bed  to  increase  that  dis- 
cbarge, and  found  ease  by  it,  which  he  diought  a  confirmation 
of  the  doctrine.  But  this  method  requires  to  be  confirmed  by 
more  experiments,  before  one  can  conscientiously  recommend 
ft.  I  give  it  you,  however,  in  exchange  for  your  receipt  of 
tart4r  emifetic,  because  the  commerce  of  philosophy  as  well  as 
Otfaef  etiimtiierce,  is  best  promoted  by  taking  care  to  make 
MUms.  I  am  ever, 

yours  most  affectionately, 
•  B.Franklin. 


'  Goveraor  FxaaklM. 
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To  Miss  Geobgiana  SfliPLEY.' 

Pasf^^  October  8, 1790. 
It  iiloDgy  very  long,  my  dear  friend^  lince  I  had  tlie 
greaf  pleasure  of  hearing  from  you^  and  receiving  any  of  your 
very  pleasing  letters.  But  it  is  my  fault.  I  have  long  omitted 
my  part  of  the  correspondence.  Those  who  love  to  rec^ve 
letters  should  write  letters.  I  wish  I  could  safely  promise  an 
amendment  of  that  fault.  But  besides  the  indolence  attending 
agCi  and  growing  upon  us  with  it,  my  time  is  engrossed  by 
too  much  business,  and  I  have  too  many  inducements  to  post- 
pone doing,  what  I  feel  I  ought  to  do  for  my  own  sake,  and 
what  I  can  never  resolve  to  omit  entirely. 

Your  translations  from  Horace,  as  far  as  I  can  judge  of 
poetry  and  translations,  are  very  good.  That  of  the  Quo  quo 
ruitis  is  so  suitable  to  the  times,  that  the  conclusion  (m  your 
version)  seems  to  threaten  like  a  prophecy;  and  methinks 
there  is  at  least  some  appearance  of  dang^  that  it  may  be  ful- 
filled.— I  am  unhappily  an  enemy,  yet  I  think  there  has  bom 
enough  of  blood  spilt,  and  I  wish  what  is  left  in  the  veina  qf 
that  once  loved  people,  may  be  spared;  by  a  peace  aolid  anil 
everlasting. 

It  is  a  great  while  since  I  heard  any  thing  of  the  goodbishop. 
Strange,  that  so  simple  a  character  should  sufficiently  distio^ 
guish  one  of  that  sacred  body !  Donnez^moi  de  $€8  nouveUes»'-^ 
X  have  been  some  time  flattered  with  the  expectation  of  seeing 
the  countenance  of  that  most  honored  and  ever  beloved  frien4« 
delineated  by  your  pencil.  Tie  portrait  is  said  to  have  beai 
lon^  on  the  wny,  but  is  not  yet  arrived :  nor  can  1  hear  where 
itis.  . 

Indolent  as  I  have  confessed  myself  to  be,  I  could  not,  you 

'  Daughter  of  Dr.Shq^ej,  bishop  of  St.  Asaph. 


see^  tniss  diis  good  and  safe  opportunity  of  sending  yon  a  few 
liaes^  with  my  best  wishes  for  your  happiness,  and  that  of  the 
Ivhole  dear  and  tollable  family  in  whose  sweet  society  I  have 
^pent  so  many  happy  hours.  Mr.  Jones'  telU  xAe  he  shall 
have  a  pleasure  in  being  the  bearer  of  my  letter,  of  whi6li  1' 
male  no  doubt:  I  learn  from  him^  that  to  your  drawing,  ifnd 
i&'iisic,  and  ^nting,  and  poetry,  and  Latin^  yoti  have  added  a 
proficiency  in  chess;  so  that  yoii  are,  As  the  f^rench  say,  r^- 
plie  de  talents.  May  they  and  you  fall  to  the  lot  of  one  thiaf 
shall  duly  value  them,  and  love  you  ad  much  as  I  do ! 

Adieu.  ^    B.  Fran  RUN.' 

To  Doctor  pRici. 

On  the  British  parliament — Religious  tests^  Sfc. 

Dear  Sir,  Passy,  October  9,  1780. 

Besides  the  pleasure  of  their  company,  I  had  the 
great  satisfaction  of  hearing  by  your  two  valuable  friends,  aibd 
learnrog  from  yoiir  letter,  that  you  enjoy  a  good  state  of  health. 
May  God  continue  it,  as  well  for  the  good  of  mankind  as  for 
your  comfort!     I  thank  you  much  for  the  second  edition  of 
your  excellent  pamphlet:  I  forwarded  that  you  sent  to  Mr. 
Dana,  he  bemg  in  Holland.   I  wish  also  to  see  the  piece  you 
have  Written,  (as  Mr.  Jones  tells  me)  on  toleration:  I  do  hot 
expect  that  your  new  parliament  will  be  either  wiser  or  bo« 
Ulster  thain  the  last.     All  projects  to  procure  an  honest  one, ' 
by  place  bills,  &c.  appear  to  me  vain  and  impracticable.  The 
triie  cure,  I  imagine,  is  to  be  found  only  in  rendering  all  places 
unprofitable,  and  the  king  too  poor  to  give  bribes  and  pen- 
sions.   Till  this  is  done,  which  can  only  be  by  a  revolution, 

'  Afterwards  sir  William  Jones,  who  married  the  bishop  of  St. 
Asaph's  eldest  daughter,  Anna  Maria  Shipley. 
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(ftnd  I  think  you  have  not  virtue  enough  left  to  procure  one^) 
your  nation  will  always  be  plundered,  and  obliged  to  pay  by 
taxes  the  plunderers  for  plundering  and  ruining.  Liberty  and 
virtue  therefore  join  in  the  call,  goms  out  of  her,  my 
jteople! 

I  am  fully  of  your  opinion  respecting  religious  tests ;  but 
diough  the  people  of  Massachusetts  have  not  in  their  new 
constitution  kept  quite,  clear  of  them ;  yet  if  we  consider  what 
that  people  were  one  hundred  years  ago,  we  must  allow  tbqr 
have  gone  greater  lengths  in  liberality  of  sentiment,  on  reli« 
gious  subjects:  and  we  may  hope  for  greater  degrees  of  per- 
fection when  their  constitution  some  years  hence  shall  be  re- 
vised. If  Christian  preachers  had  continued  to  teach  as  Christ 
and  his  apostles  did,  without  salaries,  and  as  the  Quakers  now 
do;  I  imagine  tests  would  never  have  existed;  for  I  think  they 
\vere  invented  not  so  much  to  secure  religion  itself,  as  die 
emoluments  of  it.  When  a  religion  is  good,  I  conceive  that 
it  win  support  itself;  and  when  it  cannot  support  itself^  and 
God  does  not  take  care  to  support  it,  so  that  its  professors 
are  obliged  to  call  for  the  help  of  the  civil  power,  'tis  a  sign, 
I  apprehend,  of  its  being  a  bad  one.  But  I  shall  be  out  of 
my  depth  if  I  wade  any  deeper  in  theology,  and  I  will  not 
trouble  you  with  politics,  nor  with  news  which  are  almost  as 
uncertain ;  but  conclude  widi  a  heart-felt  wish  to  embrace 
yon  once  more,  and  enjoy  your  sweet  society  in  peace,  among 
our  honest,  worthy,  ingenious  friends  at  the  London. 

Adieu,  &c.  ^^^ 

B.  Franklin. 
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To  Sir  Grey  Cooper^  Baronet,  secreiary  tqthetregh 
$ury  of  Great  Britain.  .  ^ 

Respecting  Mr.  President  lour  em.     * 

Sir,  Passy,  November  7, 1780. 

I  understand  that  Mr.  Laurens,  an  American  gen^ 
tieman,  for  whom  I  have  a  great  esteem,  is  a  prisoner  in  the 
Tower,  and  that  his. health  suffers  by  the  closeness  and  rigor 
of  his  confinement.  As  I  do  not  think  that  your  affairs  receivq 
any  advantage  from  the  harshness  of  this  proceeding,  I  take 
the  freedonli  of  requesting  your  kind  interposition,  to  obtuii 
for  him  such  a  degree  of  air  and  liberty  on  his  parole  or  otfaer^ 
wise,  as  may  be  necessary  for  his  health  and  comfort.    The    \ 
fortune  of  war  which  is  daily  changing,  may  possibly  put  it  in    ( 
ihy  power  to  do  the  like  good  office  for  some  friend  of  yourSy  y 
which  I  shall  perform  with  much  pleasure,  not  only  for  the  \ 
sake  of  humanity,  but  in  respect  to  the  ashes  of  our  former  7 
Aiendship, 

With  great  regard,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sec. 

B.  Franklin."' 

From  Sir  Grey  Cooper  to  Dr.  Franklin. 

Jnmer  to  the  foregoing. 

SiR>    ..  :  London,  November  29,  1780. 

I  have  received  the  honor  of  your  letter  in  which 
you  acquainted  me,  that  you  understood  that  the  health  of 
Mr.  Laurens  suffered  by  the  closeness  and  rigor  of  his  confine-^ 
ment  in  the  Tower ;  and  after  complaining  of  the  harshness  of 
this  proceeding,  you  request  me  to  endeavor  to  obtain  for 
Mr.  Laurens  such  a  degree  of  air  and  liberty  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary for  his  health  and  comfort.  The  enclosed  letter,  which 
I  received  from  die  lieutenaot-govemor  of  the  Tower,  will 
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show  that  I  have  not  been  inattentive  to  your  request,  and  at 
the  same  time  prove  that  the  intelligence  yon  receive  of  what 
passes  in  this  country,  is  not  always  what  is  to  be  depended 
on  for  its  accuracy  and  correctness, 

I  have  the  Ijpnor  to  be,  &c. 

Grey  CooihiiB. 

lEttclosed  in  the  forigoing.l^ 

From  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Tower  of  Z/ondon  to 
Sir  Grey  Cooper. 

]pAA%  S^iR,  Hampstead^  November  27,  178p. 

I  am  much  ashamed  to  think  I  shall  appear  so. 
dilatory  in  answering  t)i0  &vor  of  your  letter;  but  the  trudi  is, 
I.  was  .not  in  towa  when  the  messenger  left  it  in  Cork-street, 
and  by  the  neglect  of  my  servants,  I  received  it  only  on  Sun- 
day. last.  I  went^  immediately  to  the  Tower  to  know  from 
A{r.  Laurens  hiinself,  if  he  had  any  cause  of  complaint,  and  if 
he  had  availed  himself  of  the  indulgence  allowed  him  by  the 
secretary  of  state,  of  walking  within  the  Tower  whenever  it 
was  ^r^pible  to  himself:  his  answer  to  me  was  full  and  frank 
to  Uie  questions,  diat  he  had  received  every  reasonable  indul-. 
gence  since  his  confinement;;  and  that,  by  tbe  liberty  allowed 
him  of  walking,  lie  found  his  health  much  mended :  he  said 
at  the  same  time,  he  had  always  thought  himself  highly  ho^ 
non^d,  by  the  distinguished  place  of  his  confinement,  and  re» 
gretted  much  it  was  not  in  his  power,  to  make  known  to  all 
die  world  the  acknowledgments  he  had  more  than  once  mad^ 
to^  me  upon  this  subject.* 

'  *  The  tenor  of  the  foregoing  does  not  quadrate  with  the  sentiments 
expressed  by' Mr.  Laurens,  aboat  a  year  afterwards  in  his  petition  to 
the  bouse  of  eommons,  written  by  bhnself  in  die  Tower,  with  a  blaek- 
Icadpendl,  on  atttaakleaf  of  aa  ocimo  book,  anid  priialefyoonveyed. 


I  beg  yen  win  do  me  tbe  £iVor  to  oommumcate  these  ptr- 
tictilani  to  lord  George  Germaine  as  soon  as  convenient. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dear  sir,  &€• 

Ck.Vbrnon*    - 

* 
To  Sir  Edward  Nrwenram,  BARt./DuBLiN. 

Passport  for  provision  and  clothing  sent  to  the  West 
Iniits. 

Sir,  Passy,  Peb.  12,  11^81.' 

I  have  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  of 

writing  to  me  the  12di  ult    Enclosed  with  thb,  I  send  yott 

the  'passport  desired^  which  1  hope  will  be  respected  atid 

effectual.    With  great  ealeeiDi  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

sir,  8cc.  B.  pRANitLiK; 

To  all  captains  and  commanders  of  vessels  of  war  belonging  to 
the  thirteen  United  States  of  America,  or  either  of  themy  or  to 
any  of  the  citizens  of  the  said  states,  or  to  any  of  the  alUes 
thereof. 

Gentlemen, 

It  being  authentically  represented  to  me,  that  the  wtnAf 
citizens  of  Dublin,  tonched  with  the  general  calamities  with  which 
divine  Providence  has  thought  fit  lately  to  visit  the  West  India  islandsi 

to  Mr,  Burke,  who  presented  it  in  that  state  to  the  house.  In  this  pe-; 
tition,  dated  Dec,  7|  1781,  he  expressly  states:  **  That  he  was  captured 
Oft  the  American  coast,  and  committed  to  the  Tower  on  the  6th  of  Ois* 
tober,  1780,  being  then  dangerously  ill:  that  in  the  mean  time  he'liiii' 
in  many  respects,  particularly  by  being  deprived  (with  very  little^  ea»^ 
ception)  of  the  visits  and  consolations  of  his  children  and  other  relatieiia 
and inende,  sufcrtd  widar  adegtee  of  rigor,  almost,  if  not  altogether, 
unexampled  in  modem  British  histoiy. 

-  'f  That  from  long  confinement,and  the  want  of  proper  exercise,  and 
other  obvious  causes,  his  bodily  health  is  greatly  impaired,  and  that  be 
isnowin  a  languishing  state^'' &c»&c (See Dodslc/s  Annual  Bepster 
for  1781  and  178f . 


h^yt^  <;h^ntab\^  re^olyied  to  coatnbute^fp  ttyeiT  iftl|tfr^7m^^Klli«rfb^ 
S0IU6  provUions  and  clothing;  and  as  the  principles  of,4CopimQii  IfumfK 
nity  ir^iiire'of  us  to  assist  our  fellow-creatures^  thouj^t^  enemies,  when 
diiflressed  by  the  hatid  cKdod,  and  by' no  itieans  to  impede  the  bene* 
▼6l«ftc«  of  tbo^e  who  commiserate  their  distresses,  and  would  alleviate 
ttan;  I  do  hereby  earnestly  recofDmend  it  to  you,  that  if  the  ship  or 
vessel  in  which  the  said  charitable  supplies.  wtU  he  sto^  t^  tb^  said 
islands,  should  by  fortune  of  war  fall  into  any  of  your  hands»  and  it 
shall  appear  to  you  by  her  authentic  papers  that  the  cargo  b  bi»i  fiSt 
composed  of  such  beneficent  donations  only,  and  not  of  merchandise 
intended  to  be  sold  for  the  profit  of  the  shippers,  you  would  |sindl/ 
itod  generously  permit  the  said  vessel  to  pass  to  the  plaqc  of  her  des* 
tlnation:  in  doin^  of  which,  you  will  not  only  have  the  present  .apd 
lasting  satisfaction  Of  having  gratified  your  own  humane  and  pious 
ISbelings  as  men  and  as  Christians,  but  will  undoubtedly  Tecomihend 
yourselves  to  the  favor  of  God|  of  the  congress,  of  your  em^bycrs,  • 
and  of  your  country. 
Wishing  you  success  in  your  cruises,  \  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Geotleroea^  &x.  B.  FRANKtrK, 

Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the 
'  United  States  at  the  Cburt  oF  France, 

To  MONS.  NOGARET. 

Mesp^cting  the  French  translation  of  a  l^atin  U^Cj^  complU 
mentary  to  Dr.  FrauMiu^ 

SiB,  Possy,  March  8,  '1781. 

I  received  tlie  letter  you  have  done  me  the  honor  of 
writing  to  me  the  2d  .instant,  wherein,  after  overwhelming  me 
wjth  a  floo^  of  compliments,  which  I  can  never  hope  tc)  m^rit^ 
you  request  my  opinion  of  your  trandation  o£  a  Latin -ytjois^ 
that  has  been  applied  to  me.'     If  1  were,.wl|icb  I  really  fU|i| 

-• ■  ■      I     -.■        ■    ■  ■  !  ■    ■    .'iV^r,  • 

'  Kripuit  Coelo  Fulmen,  Sceptrumque  Tyrannis. 

Thus  raAKSLATEo  by  D'Alembert: 

"  Tu  vois  le  sage  courageux,  .  i  .•.•'■  - 

•  Dom  l^heorieux  etm&le  gjenic  ^  '  ** "* 

Arra^lefomienreciixDtedx;  ~        *•  '  •^*'" 
&  le  sceptre  a  la  tyrannic." 


nott  sufficiantly  duHed  in  your  excellent  language  to  be  a  pirb^' 
pdr  judge  of  its  poesyi  the  supposition  of  my  being  the  subject 
must  restrain  me  from  giving  any  opinion  on  that  line,  except 
that  it  ascribes  too  much  to  me,  especially  in  what  relatep.lo 
the  tyrant;  th&  revolution  having  been  the  work  (rfmany  abb 
and  brave  meni  wherein  it  is  sufficient  honor  for  me  if  I  am 
allowed  a  small  share. 

'  I  am  much  obliged  by  the  fevorable  sentiments  you  are 
pleased  to  entertain  of  me ;  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  see  your, 
remarks  on  Gay's  Fan«  as  well  as  your  own  poem  on  the  mom 
subject. 

With  regard,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

B.  Franxun. 

£XTRACT  OF  A  LcTTER  FROM  Dr.  FrANRLIN  VO 

THE  President  of  Gongreb^.* 

Ue(iuests  being  recalled, -^and  some  appointment  for  hi$ 
grandson,  W>  Temple  Franklin, 

P assy,  March  X^yMSX. 
*^  I  must  now  beg  leave  to  say  something 
rdating  to  mysdf,  a  subject  with  which  I  have  not  often 
troubled- the  congress.  1  have  passed  my  seventy-fifth  year, 
and  I  find  that  the  long  and  severe  fit  of  the  gout  which  I 
Irnd  the  last  winter,  has  shaken  me  exceedingly ;  and'l  afti  yet* 
farfrom  having  recovered  the  bodily  st^ngth  I  before  ^' 
joyed.'  '1  do  not  know'that  my  mental  facilities  are  impair^/ 
PerhUps  I  shall- be  the  last  to  disco v^  that ;  but  I  am  sensible* 
of  great  dimihiition  in  my  a<;tivity,'  a  quality  I  think  particui- 

■*»■  ■■—■■HI  ■  — y^      ■         I        I   ■■  I  '       I  I  !■      I»  ■— ^^— — — ^— 

EmOLISH  TRINSLATJOV  BY  JaMES  ELPniNSTOV  : 

^  He  snatcht  the  boU  fttm  iteavtn's  avenging  hand, 
Pib^ait'd  aud  drove  the  tyrant-froai  the*  \mu^: :  . 
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Uflj  ne^Semox  in  Tonr  minister  nl  tUi  cmvt  i  an  nfrBid 
therefore^  diat  your  dSsm  may  Bomt  time  «r  other  saffer  by 
my  deficiency.  I  find  also  tbat  tlie  bnunessis  too  heavy  km 
nse,  and  too  confining.  The  constant  attendance  at  hoofs 
which  is  necessary  fer  recerving  and  accepting  yonr  bills  of 
eicfaange,  (a  matter  foreign  to  my  nmisierial  fiin€tkm»)  to 
answer  letters,  and  perform  other  parts  of  my  eiiiploymen^ 
prevent  my  taking  the  air  and  evercise  whidi  my  annnal 
joomies  formerly  used  to  afford  me>  and  ^ieh  contribmisdl 
much  to  the  preservation  of  nay  health.  There  are  many 
other  little  personal  attentions  which  the  infirmities'  of  ag# 
render  necessaiy  to  an  old  man's  comfor^  aven  perhaps  in 
some  di^ree  to  die  continuance  ef  his  existence,  and  with 
which  business  often  interferes.  I  have  been  engaged  in 
public  afiwrs,  ^  enjoyed  public  confidence  nt  some  shapel 
or  other  during  the  long  term  of  fifty  yttKB,  an  honor  suffi- 
cient to  satisfy  any  reasonable  ambition,  and  I  have  now  no 
oAer  left  but  the  repose  which  I  hope  the  congress  wiH 
grant  me  by  sending  some  person  to  supply  my  place.  At 
tfae.same  time  I  beg  they  may  be  assured,  that  it  is  not  any 
the  least  doubt  of  their  success  in  the  gk>rious  cause,  nor  any 
disgust  recced  in  their  servtee,  Ant  inchieteme  to  decime  it^i 
bet  purely  and  simply  the  reasons  d>ove  mentioned ;  and  asi 
I  cannot  at  present  undergo  the  fotigucs  of  a  sea  veyngi^^ 
(the  last  hating  been  ahnost  too  nmch  for  me)  and  would  sot 
agm  expose  mysdf  to  the  haiard  ef  capture  and  impriio» 
msnt  m  this  time  of  war,  I  pnrpose  to  remain  here  at  lensl^ 
till  the  peace ;  perhapi  it  nwy  be  for  the  remainder  of  mgp 
lifir^  and  if  any  knowledge  er  experience  I  have  aeqairei* 
here,  may  be  thou^  of  use  to  my  successor,  I  shall  firealy. 
communicate  it,  and  assist  Um  with  any  influence.I-miQr' be 
supposed  to  have,  or  counsel  that  may  be  desired  of  me. 
I  have  one  je^sast  iMPa  to  mnke^  which^  if  I  have  served 
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the  congrest  to  their  satbfactiooy  I  hope  they  will  not  refuse 
me.  It  ia  this ;  tbatthey  wilt  be  pleased  to  take  under  theiff 
protectiou  my  grandson^  William  Temple  Franklin.  I  have 
educated  him  from  his  infancy,  and  I  brought  him  over  with 
an  iutention  of  placing  him  where  he  might  be  qualified  for 
the  profession  of  the  law,  but  the  constant  occasion  I  had  for 
his  services  as  a  private  secretary,  dunng  the  time  of  the  cont- 
mi^iioners,  and  more  extensively  since  their  departure,  has 
induced  me  to  keep  him  always  with  me;  and  indeed  being 
continually  disappointed  of  the  secretary  congress  had  aL 
difierent  times  intended  me,  it  would  have  been  impossible 
for  me,  without  this  young  gentleman's  assistance,  to  have, 
gone  through  the  business  incumbent  on  me :  he  has  therebj. 
lost  so  much  of  the  time  necessary  to  law  studies,  that  I  think 
it  rather  advisable  for  him  to  continue,  if  it  may  be,  in  the;, 
line  of  public  foreign  affairs  for  which  he  seems  qualified  by. 
a  sagacity  and  judgmeni  above  his  years.  Great  diligence^ 
and  exact  probity,  a  genteel  address,  a  facility  in  speaking, 
well  the  French  tongue,  and  all  the  knowledge  of  businese  !»' 
be:  obtained  by  a  four  years'  constant  emfdoyment  in  the 
secretary's  office,  where  he  may  be  said  to  have  served  a. 
kind  of  apprenticeship.  After  all  the  allowance  I  am  capft-^ 
Ue  of  making  for  the  partiality  of  a  parent  to  his  offspring,  I^ 
caritoot  but  thiuk  he  may  in  time  make  a  very:  able  foreigiii 
minister  for  the  congress,  in  whose  service  his  fiddity  may  ba^ 
relied  on ;  but  I  do  not  at  present  propose  him  as  such^  at  a 
km  years  more  of  experience  will  not  be  ainisa.  In  the  maaa^ 
tkaa,  if  they<  shall  think  fit  to  employ  him  as  a  secretaijf  Uh 
their  mkuster  at  any  European  court,  I  am  persuaded  tiwf 
will  have  reason  to  be  satisfied  vvith  his  c^mdaot^  and  I  sbatt 
be  thankful  for  hia  afqpojntment  as  a.fiivor  to  me." 
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f*'     .»  .    .    ;.'       ^  i    .   .        ."•         :      ..  ,i  .        ...    ,    ..     .. 

EifRACfT    itV    A    LbtTE'R     T«0M     U18     ExCBLLENtnT 

"    John  Jat,  American  Miwister  at  the  Court 
^'    ot  Madrid,  to  the  President  or  CoNGREt9> 

On  the  subject  of  Dr.  FrankliiCs  requests. 

(private.)  , 

Madrid,  April  ^\,n^\. 
''By  the  letter  from  Dr.  Franklin,  herewidi  en* 
eloaed,  and  which  he  was  so  obliging  as  to  leave  open  for  my 
perusal,  I  find  he  has  requested  permission  to  retire,  on  ac* 
eoQBt  of  bis  age,  infirmities,  Sec.  How  far  bis  health  may 
be  mipairad  I  know  not.  The  letters  I  have  received  from 
]|im  bear  no  marks  of  age,  and  there  is  an  acuteness  and 
iwitentious  brevity  in  ihem,  which  do  not  indicate  an  under- 
standing  injured  by  years,  1  have  many  reasons  to  think  our 
•oontry  much  indebted  to  him,  and  1  confess  it  would  oaor- 
yiy  my  pride  as  an  American,  if  his  constituents  should  be 
the  only  people  to  whom  his  character  is  known,  that  should 
deny  his  merit  and  services  the  testimony  given  them  by 
gtbavnatioBS.  Justice  demands  of  me  to  assure  you,  that  bis 
yqpiitation  ^md  respectability  are  acknowledged,  and  have 
weight  here,  and  that  I  bitve  received  from  him  all  that  uni* 
fbpKi  attention  and  aid  which  was  due  to  the  importance  of 
tJbtff  a^r9  committed  to  me. 

^.  Tfa(8  affectionate  mention  he  makes  of  his  oidy  descendant^ 
on.  whom  the  support  of  his  name  and  family  will  devQlve».j|i| 
aoUr^nely  amiable,  and  flows  in  a  delicate  manner  from  Hi^ 
virtuous  sensibility  by  ^bich  lumire  kindly  extends ' the  bwfi- 
fits  of  parental  affection  to  a  period  beyond  the  limits  o£our 
lives ;  this  is  an  affectionate  subject^  and  minds  susceptiblo 
of  the  finer  sensations  are  insensibly  led  at  least  to  wish  that 
the  feelings  of  an  ancient  patriot,  going  in  the  evenit^  of  a 
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long  life  early  devoted  to  the  public,  to  enjoy  repose  in  thci 
bosom  of  philosophic  retirement^  may  be  gratified  by  saeiipK 
some  little  sparks  of  the  affection  of  his  country  rest  on  the 
only  support  of  his  age  and  hope  of  bis  family.  Such  are  the 
effusions  of  my  heart  on  this  occasion^  and  I  pour  them  inta 
yours  from  a  persuasion  that  they  will  meet  with  a  hospitable 
reception  from  congenial  emotions." 

Colonel  Johk  Laurens/  to  Db.  Franklim, 

On  Dr,  FranklhCs  wish  to  retire — His  grandson. 

Extract*  —  Leagues  W.  of  Oriegal,  Juae  9, 178)if 

'^  I  snatch  a  momekit  to  pay  my  last  respects  tm 
y^mr  excellency,  and  to  mention  a  matter  which  has  oteunidl 
to  me  since  my  being  on  board.  I  have  frequently  reflecMd 
upon  the  mention  which  your  excellency  has  made  of  retiring 
from  your  present  important  station,  and  have  never  vari^ 
the  opinion  which  I  took  the  liberty  of  giving  you  once  at 
the  Count  de  Vergennes'^  viz.  that  the  best  arrangemeill 
vrould  be  to  give  your  excellency  an  active  intelligent  secfe^* 
tary  of  the  embassy,  w  ho  might  relieve  you  from  the  driidgcsy 
of  office ;  and  tliat  your  country  should  not  be  deprived  of 
the  advantages  of  your  wisdom  and  influence.  The  difficulty 
Utfierto  has  been  to  find  a  person  properly  qualified.  The 
advantages  which  your  grandson  derives  from  his  knowledge 
of  the  language  and  manners  of  the  people,  and  his  having 
heetk  so  loi^  in  your  office,  and  with  your  excellency,  are 
tiery  ^reat  The  prejudices  which  have  been  entertaioM 
ag;Ainst  him  (owing  to  his  &|lier's  politics  and  sitiial^^n)  may 

be  removed  by  a  personal  introduction  to  congress,  especiaiff 

•-  I     I  ■  •'•  -',    .-  II      -     ,  .    i'  * 

'  Son  of  President  Laurens,  and  employed  in  a  secret  military  mis- 
sioQ  to  France^ 


if  it  is  Mmbinei  witfi  rendering  «  pbpnlar  service.    I  take 
Ihe  liberty  therefore,*'  Sic. 

To  Colonel  Laubbns. 

filxTRACT.  Answer  to  the  foregoing^ 

DsAR  Sir,  P^tssy$  Nov.  8,  1781. 

'^  I  received  your  very  kind  letter  written  at  sea 
off<the  coast  of  Spam,  f  thank  you  for  the  friendly  hint  c4n^ 
tained  in  it  respecting  my  grandson :  I  see  that  what  you 
propose  for  him  might  have  a  good  effect ;  but  1  have  too 
much  occasion  for  his  assistance,  and  cannot  spare  him  ti 
make  die  voyage.  He  must  takehis  chance,  and  I  hope  he 
Irill  in  time  obtain,  as  well  as  merit,  the  consideration  of  our 
l^vefimieat."  B.  Franrlik. 

To  THB  Marquis  db  la  Fayette. 

Respecting  Dr.  FranklMs  enemies  in  America — The 
English  nation — M.  La  Motte-Piquet. 

Extract.  JPfl*y>  March  14, 178U 

''  You  mention  my  having  enemies  in  America. 
You  are  luckier,  for  I  think  you  have  none  here,  nor  any 
where.    Your  friends  have  heard  of  your  being  gone  against 
the  traitor  Arnold,  and  are  anxious  to  hear  of  your  succen, 
and  that  you  have  brought  him  to  justice.    Enclosed  is  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  his  ag^t  in  En]glaiid,  by  whidi  the  price  of- 
bis  treason  may  be  nearly  guessed  at.    Judas  sold  only  OBe' 
nsan,  Arnold  three  millions ;  Judas  got  for  his  one  matt  SO' 
pieeea  of  silver,  Arnold  not  a  halfpenny  a  head.    A  miser- 
able -  bargainer !   Especially  when  one^fconsiders  th^quantiiy  *" 
of  infomy  he  Ins  acquired  to  himself,  and  entaiM  on  his 
fimiily. 
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.  The  Sngliah  are  in  a  fair  way  of  gaining  adU.  mow  cm* 
mies ;  they  play  a  desperate  game.  Fortune  oaay  ftnror  Aedi 
as  it  someliinea  does' a  drunken  dicer.  But  by  their  tyraany 
in  the  east  they  have  at  length  roused  th^  powers  there  against 
theni ;  and  I  do  not  know  that  they  have  in  the  west  a  sinf^ 
friend.  If  they  lose  their  India  commerce,  which  is  one  of 
their  present  great  supports,  and  one  battle  at  sea^dieir  credit 
i|  gone  and  the  power  follows.  Thus  empires  by  pride,  and  1 
foUj;^  and  extravagance,  vuin  themselves  like  individnab.  M«> 
Lft  Motte  Piquet  has  snatched  from  between  their  teeth,  m 
good  deal  of  ihdr  West  India  prey,  havii^  taken  £2  sail  of 
their  homeward  botmd  pH^ea ;  one  of  our  Ameriam  priva* 
teers  has  Uken  two  more^  and  broi^ht  them  into  Brest ;  attd 
two  were  burnt.  There  were  34  in  company,  with  two  man 
of  war  of  the  line  and  two  frigates,  who  saved  themselrea  by, 
flight,  but  we  do  not  hear  of  their  being  yet  got  in. 

B.  Franklin,.  • 

To  Mr.  Hodgson,  London. 

AbomifuAle  conduct  of  a  Mr.  Digges — Peace — Froposdb 
of  mediation. 

Dear  Sir,  -Pa*«y,  April  1, 1781p. 

I  recttved  your  respected  favor  of  the  dOth  paat| 
and  am  shocked  exceedingly  at  the  account  you  give  ne  of 
Digges.  He  t|iat  robs  the  rich  even  of  a  single  guinea  is  m 
villaiq,  but  what  is  he  who  can  break  his  sacred  trua^  by 
robbing  a  poor  mm  uhI  a  (Nrisonar  of  eighteen-pence  given 
qb^ntably  for  faia  relief  v^  repeat  that  crime  aa  often  aa 
there  are  weeks  in  a  winter,  and  multiply  it  by  fobbing  aa 
many  pofMr  men  every  ipaek  aa  make  up  the  number  of  near 
600  i  We  have  no  name  in  our  langui^e  for  such  atrocious 


If  toch  a  fdlow  is  nol  diomfd^  *us  not  woflk 
vhik  to  keep  m  devil/ 

I  am  iORj  you  have  beeo  obliged  to  adiaate  moitfy,  I 
desired  Mr.  Gnmd  some  tiBie  »Dce  to  order  £00/.  to  be  paid 
yoa  in  Londoo.  If  diat  is  not  done,  draw  on  him  for  the 
tarn  of  SoOf^pajaUeat  50  dajs'  s%h^  and  joor  bill  Aall  be 
dnly  honored. 

I  cndose  a  copj  of  Digges's  hst  ktler  to  me,  in  winch  be 
adbiowfedges  the  drafts  node  oo  me^  (omittii^  one  of  75/.) 
and  pretends  that  he  oidj  draws  as  he  is  dkawn  npon,  by  his 
firiends  who  hand  the  monef  to  the  prisoners,  and  that  ihoat 
friends  are  almost  tired  of  the  charitable  canplovment,  but  he 
annoorages  them,  &c  Be  so  good  as  to  let  them  know  of 
daaletter.  I  wish  with  yon  and  with  all  good  men  for  peace  t 
pioposab  of  mediation  have  been  made,  bat  die  efiect  is  jH 
nncertain.  I  shall  be  mindful  of  your  request  and  tou  mii^ 
depend  on  my  doing  any  thing  in  my  power  diat  may  be  sef* 
viceable  to  you.     With  sinc^e  esteem,  I  am,  dear  sir,  8u:. 

B.  Fbamklin* 

■  SxTEACT  ow  A  Lettsji  fkoii  Db.  FaAKKuv  TO  J.  Jat,  Esq. 
* ^Digg^  a  Marylaiid  meichsnt  residmg  in  London,  wfaa 


I  to  be  a  aakus  AsMrkan,  and  to  haae  much  concern  ftt 
nar  foor  ftapte  m  the  Eo^iah  prisons,  drew  iqnn  me  for  then  leM 
St  Afiereat  txxaes  List  winter  Id  the  amount  of  49^  steriing^  whk^ 
lie  said  had  bcoi  drawn  fiv  upon  him  by  the  (gentlemen  at  POrt^ 
L  and  FiTUKKitb,  who  had  the  caie  of  the  dbtnbution.  To  my 
-  astanxsfcment  I  have  since  learnt^  that  the  Ttlbin  bad  not  ap- 
!  SOf.  of  the  mooey  to  thai  asr,  iD(|  that  he  has  ftBed  fad 


To  W.  Carmicuael,  Esq/  Madrid.      .   ,i* 

Respecting  Dr.  FranklMs  enemies  'in  America,  and  various 

matter. 

Dear  Sir,  Passy,  April  12, 1781, 

I  received  your  favor  by  M.  Cabarras,  and 
should  have  been  glad  if  I  could  have  rendered  him  any  ser- 
vice here.  He  appears  an  amiable  man^  and  expert  in  afimirs* 
I  have  fjso  your  obliging  letters  of  the  2Btfa  of  February,  and 
the  12th  and  SOtb  of  March.  I  thank  you  much  for  your 
friendly  hints  of  the  operations  of  my  enemies,  and  of  tfaa 
means  I  might  use  to  defeat  them.  Having  in  view  at  prs- 
s^nt  no  other  point  to  gain  but  that  of  rest,  I  do  not  tnke 
their  malice  so  much  amiss,  as  it  may  farther  my  project,  tad 
p^haps  be  some  advantage  to  you.  *  .*  «>  and  *"  *  *  tre 
open  and  mo  far  honorable  enemies ;  the  ''^  *  *,  if  enemwi^ 
are  more  covered.  J  never  did  any  of  them  the  least  injluy^ 
and  can  conceive  no  other  source  of  their  malice  but  envy. 
To  be  suve  the  excessive  respect  shovin  me  here  by  all  ranks 
of  people,  and  the  little  notice  taken  of  them,  was  a  mortify- 
ing circumstance ;  but  it  was  what  I  could  neither  prevent  or 
remedy.  Those  who  feel  pain  at  seeing  others  enjoy  plea- 
sure, and  are  unhappy,  must  meet  daily  with  so  many  causci 
of  torment,  that  I  conceive  them  to  be  already  in  H  state  of 
damnation  ;  and  on  that  account,  I  ought  to  drop  all  resent- 
ment with  regard  to  those  two  gentlemen.  But  I  cannot 
help  being  concerned  at  the  mischief  their  ill  tempers  will  be 
continually  doing  in  our  public  affairs,  whenever  they  have 
any  concern  in  them. 

■^.■»  ■  •'■ 

*  The  American  Charge  d'Affaires, 
VOL,   I,  F 
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I  remember  the  maxim  you  mention  of  Charles  V .,  yo  y  tl 
Tiempo;  and  have  somewhere  met  with  an  answer  to  it  in 
diis  distich, 

land  Time  Against  any  two, 
Ckance  and  I  *gainit  Time  and  you  ; 

pni  I  think  the  gentlemen  you  have  at  present  to  deal  widi, 
wodd  do  wisely  to  guard  a  little  more  against  certain 
chances. 

The  price  of  Ae  Biblioteca  Hispana  is  too  high  for  me. 
I  thank  you  for  the  gazettes  you  sent  me  by  the  ambassadcilf^s 
courier.  I  received  none  by  the  last.  I  shall  be  exceecQngljf 
glad  to  receive  the  memoirs  of  the  Sociedad  Economica',  and 
die  Works  on  Political  Economy  of  its  founder.  The  PritiC^ 
of  Maceran,  with  several  other  persons  of  his  tiation,  did  me 
the  honor  of  breakfasting  with  me  on  Monday  last,  when  I 
presented  the  compliments  you  charged  me  with. 

Mr.  Cumberland  has  not  yet  arrived  at  Paris  as  far  as*  I 
bave  heard. 

The  discontents  in  our  army  have  been  quieted.  There 
was  in  them  not  the  least  disposition  of  revoltftg  to  the 
enemy. 

1  thank  you  for  the  Maryland  captain's  news,  which  I  hope 
will  be  confirmed.  They  have  heard  something  of  it  in  Eng- 
land, as|ou  will  see  by  the  papers,  and  are  very  uneasy  about 
it,  as  well  as  about  their  news  from  the  East  Indies.  Yottrs 
affectionately, 

B.  Franklin.  '.' 
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To  M.  Court  de  Gebei^iK/  Paris. 
On  the  Indian  language — The  mariner* s  compass^  ^c.      ' 

Dear  Sir,  Passy^  May  7,  1781. 

I  am  glad  the  little  book*  proved  acceptable.  It 
does  not  appear  to  me  intended  for  a  grammar  to  teach  the 
language :  it  is  rather  what  we  call  in  English  a  spelling-iooJ^ 
in  which  the  only  method  observed  is,  to  arrange  the  words 
according  to  their  number  of  syllables,  placing  those  of  one 
syllable  together,  then  those  of  two  syllables,  and  so  on.  ^nd 
it  is  to  be  observed,  that  Sa  ki  ma,  for  instance,  ^s  not  three 
words,  but  one  word  of  three  syllables ;  and  the  reason  tha^ 
hyphens  are  not  placed  between  the  syllables  is,  that  the 
printer  had  not  enough  of  them. 

As  the  Indians  had  no  letters,  they  had  no  orthography. 
The  Delaware  language  being  differently  spelt  from  the  Vir-; 
ginian,  may  not  always  arise  from  a  difference  in  the  languagjes; 


*  ANToriTE  Court  de  Gebelin,  born  at  Nismes,  in  1785,  of  a  fto^ 
testant  family,  became  a  minister  in  that  communion,  first  in  ihe 
C€Tennps,.aod  next  at  Lausanne :  which  however  he.quitted,  tpgetlust 
witfi  the  clerical  function,  for  the  pro&ssion  of  literature  at  Paris^ 
where  he  acquired  so  great  a  reputation  as  an  antiquary  .aqd  ptubp 
loger,  that  he  was  appointed  to  superintend  one  of  the  museums* 
He  lost  much  of  his  reputation,  however,  by  his  enthusiaftic  zeal  id 
favor  of  animal  magnetiim.  He  died  at  Paris,  May  13, 1784.  His 
great  work  is  intided,  "  Monde  Primitif,  analyse  et  compart  avec  le 
Monde  Modeme,''  9  torn.  4to.  The  excellence  of  his  character  may 
be  appreciated  from  the  single  fact,  that  on  quitting  Switzerland,  he 
▼oluntarily  gave  to  his  sister  the  principal  part  of  his  patrimony,  re- 
serving little  for  himself,  and  depending  for  a  maintenance  upon  the 
exc^ise  of  his  talents. 

*  A  vocabulary  of  the  language  of  one  of  the  Indian  tribes  in 
North  America. 
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for  strangers  who  learn  the  language  of  an  Indian  nation^ 
fiiiding  no  orthography^  are  at  liberty  in  writing  the  language 
toiise  such  compositions  of  letters  as  they  think  will  best 
pi^uce  the  sounds  of  the  words.  I  ha?e  observed  that  onr 
Europeans  of  different  nations,  who  learn  the  same  Indian 
Inq^nage^  form  each  his  own  orth<^praphy  accordii^  to  the 
usual  sounds  given  to  the  letters  in  his  own  language.  Thus 
ike  same  words  of  the  Mohock  language  written  by  an  Epg- 
liiBih,  a  French^  and  a  German  interpreter^  often  differ  very 
much  in  the  spelling ;  and  without  knowing  the  usual  powen 
6t  !die  letters  in  the  language  of  the  interpreter,  one  canaol 
come  at  the  pronunciation  of  the  fndian  words.  The  speU- 
iHg.book  in  question  was^  I  think^  written  by  a  German. 
'  You  mention  a  Virginian  bible.  Is  it  not  the  bible  of 
dM  Massachusetts  language,  translated  by  Elliot,  and  jHrinted 
Id  '  Ndw  England,  about  the  middle  of  the  last  century  i  I 
know  this  bible,  but  have  never  heard  of  one  in  the  Vtr«> 
ginian  kngu^.  Your  observations  of  the  similitude  between 
inany  of  the  words,  and  those  of  the  ancient  world,  are  indeed 
vtrj  curious.  » 

Hiis  inscription,  which  you  find  to  be  Phoenician,  lii  I 
think,  near  Taunton  (not  Jamiston,  as  you  write  it).  There 
is  ftome  account  of  it  m  die  old  Philosophical  Transactions: 
I  have  never  been  at  the  place,  but  shall  be  glad  to  see  your 
rettiariaHfen  it.' 


>  This  supposed  FfuaueUn  intcriptionf  it  has  been  assertedy^  «tA- 
sisted  only  of  marks  made  in  the  hard  clay  of  a  very  steep  \mifk  .on 
which  the  native  Indians  used  to  sit  waiting  the  approach  of  ^wild 
ducks;  and  \n  the  mean  time  sharpening  the  points  of  their  flint  stone 
arrow-heads,  by  rubbing  them  in  different  directions ;  ffy  which  'in- 
dentures or  impressions  were  made,  which  had  the  appearance  of  an 
inscription. 
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•The  compass  appears  to  have  been  loi^  known  in  China 
before  it  was  known  in  £urope ;  unless  we  suppose  it  known 
to  Homer,  who  makes  the  prince,  that  lent  ships  to*  Ulysses, 
boast  that  they  had  a  spirit  in  them  by  whose  directions  thqr 
could  find  their  way  in  a  cloudy  day,  or  die  darkest  nighL- 
If  any  Phoenicians  arrived  in  America,  I  should  rather  think 
it  was  not  by  the  accident  of  a  storm,  but  in  the  course  of 
their  long  and  adventurous  voyages ;  and  that  they  coasted 
from  Denmark  and  Norway,  over  to  Greenland,  and  down 
southward  by  Newfoundland,  Nova  Scotia,  &€•  to  New 
England ;  as  the  Danes  themselves  certainly  did  some  agea 
before  Columbus. 

Our  new  American  society  will  be  happy  in  the  corresr 
pondence  you  mention,  and  when  it  is  possible  for  me,  I 
shall  be  glad  to  attend  the  meetings  of  your  society,*  whiqh 
I  am  sure  must  be  very  instructive.  With  great  and  sincert 
esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

B.  Frankuk. 

To  THE  Rev.  Dr.  Cooper,  Boston.       ^"^"'''^ 

New  constitution  of  Massachusetts — Maintenance  fir  the 
clergy — Scripture  phrases^  Sfc. 

Dear  Sir,  Possy,  May  15, 1781. 

1  received  your  kind  letter  of  February  lat,  bjr 
Colonel  Johonnot.  Your  sentiments  of  the  protont  state 
of  our  affiiirs  appear  to  me  veiy  judicious,  and  I  am  much 
obliged  by  your  free  commuiucation  of  them.  They  are 
dften  of  use  here ;  for  you  have  a  name  and  character  among 
ns^  that  give  weight  to  your  opinions. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  learn  that  your  new  consti- 
tution is  at  length  settled  with  so  great  a  degree  of  unanimity 
and  general  satisfaction.    It  seems  to  me  upon  the  whole  ^n 

'  L'Acad6nue  des  Inscriptions  et  Belles  Lettres. 
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jntccfl^nt  om;  tAd  ibat  if  there  Hre  some  particiikiM  Ihail  due 
wa^t  faacve  wished  a  little  different,  they  are  such  as  ooldd 
aot  in  the^present  state  of  things  have  been  well  obtailitd 
Otherwise'  tfaati  they  are,  and  if  by  experience  found  incoii^ 
vMuent;  will  probably  be  changed  hereafter;  I  Would  iniy 
lAimtion  at  present  one  article,  that  of  maintenance  for  rtiie 
<Hergy.  It  seems  to  me  that  by  the  constitution  the  Quakers 
llMiy  be  obliged  to  pay  the  tax  for  that  purpose  :  Bm  aaitbie 
great  end  in  imposing  it  is  professedly  the  promotion  of  pieljf^ 
religion,  and  morality,  and  those  people  have  found  fiieaiis 
•f'aecuring  that  end  among  themselves,  witboot  a  regokr 
clergy,  and  their  teachers  are  not  allowed  ta  deceive  moatey, 
I'-should  think  it  not  right  to  tax  them,  and  give  the  mtoey 
to  the  teacher  of  the  parish;  but  1  imagine  that  in  the  laws 
to^teniadeforJevying  parish  taxes,  this  matter  atayobert* 
gulated  to  their  contentment.       .*  . 

I  am  very  sensible  of  the  honor  jdone  me  by  tha  Amenean 
Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences  in  choosing  me  one  of  their 
nambers.  I  wish  I  could  be  of  some  utility  in  promoting 
flia'  ^ble  design  of  their  institution.  Pei%aps  1  may,  by 
seAd&kg  fli^m  from  time  to  time  some  of  tlie  bc^'))tebHe»- 
tions  that  appear  here.  1  sbafl  begm  to  make  a  coUection 
forth^. 

'  '  Yoar  raurdtent  termon  gbve  me  abdndance  df  pleasure^ 
«nd  is  liiich  admired  by  aeivepal  of  my  friendi  H^hO  «dto- 
litand  Eng1ii»fa.  1  propose  to  get  it  tramlated  iad  prinfed 
at  Geneva,  at  the  end  of  a  tfanelation  of.  yo«r  neMl  oaBflfito- 
-tton.  Nothing  conld  be  happiei'  than  ydiir  choice  of  MM, 
and  your  application  of  it.  It  was  not  necessary  iii^Kfw 
Bngknd,  where  every  body  reads  the  Bible^  and  is  aeqtniited 
livith  Scripture  phrases,  that  you  should  n6te  the  teats  from 
idiich  you  took  them;  but  1  have  observed  ite£a|^tad, 
as  well  as  in  France,  that  veraes  and  expressions  takoi  from 
the  sacred  wtitbgs,  and  notluK)vrQ  to  b^  mieb/  appear  very 


atrange  and  awkward  to  some  readers ;  and  I  ihaH  tiwnfysp 
in  my  edition,  take  the  liberty  of  marking  the  quoted  tmM 
in  tbe  margin.  ^ 

^^  I  know  not  whether  a  belfy-ftM  has  been  givea  to  any 
body  by  the  picking  of  my  bones,  but  picked  tfa^  ngw  vPi 
and  I  think  it  time  they  should  be  at  rest.  I  am  taking 
measures  to  obtain  that  rest  for  them ;  happy  if  before  I  die^ 
1  can  find  a  few  days  absolutely  at  my  own  disposal !  I  often 
form  pleasing  imaginations  of  the  pleasure  I  should  enjoy  as 
a  private  person  among  my  friends  and  compatriots  in  my 
native  Boston.  God  only  knows  whether  this  pleasure  is 
reaerved  for  me.  With  the  greatest  and  moat  sincere  esteem, 
I  am^  &c.  B.  Franklim. 

To    Messrs.    D.   Wbndorp  anji  Tromab    Hofb 
Hryhoer. 

Injustice  of  the  English — New  law  of  nations. 

Gentlemen,  Posy,  June  8>  }7Wj^j 

I  received  the  letter  you  did  me  th^  houoi^^rffmi^ 
ing  to  me  the  9,1st  past,  relating  to  your  ship  suppose!^  )>e 
retaken  from  the  English  by  an  American  privateer  and 
caified  into  Morhiix.  I  apprehend  that  you  have  been  mis- 
infemied^  as  I  do  not  know  of  any  American  privateer  at 
pcesent  in  these  seas.  I  have  the  same  sentiment^  with  you 
of  the  iiyustic^  of  tbe  Englidi,  in  their  treatment  of  your 
nation.  They  seem  at  present  to  have  renounced  all  pre* 
t&Bsioiito  angr  other  honor  tfum  that  of  being  the  first  piratigd 
#tRte  in  tbe  world.  There  are  three  employments  which  I 
wish  the  law  of  nations  would  protect,  so  that  they  should 
aever  be  molested  or  inteirupted  by  enemies  even  in  time  of 
war;.  I  mean  farmers,  fishermen,  and  merchants;  because 
IbMr  employments  are  not  only  innocent,  but  for  the  common 
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l^b|HstcoG0r«Qd  benefit  of  the  human  species  in  general.  .«JU 
^es'.grow  more  enlightened,  we  may  hope  that  this,  will  JA 
time  be  t)i^  case.  Till  then  we  must  submit  as  well  as  vm 
'  can  to  the  evils  we  cannot  remedy*  I  have  the  honor  to*be, 
geo^em^iij,  &c.  &c.  B.  Fran  kIiIN* 

To  W.  Cabmichael,  Esq.  Madrid.     '  '^ 

JJr.  Franklin^s  resignation  refused  by   congress — P'ariqm 

matter. 

Dear  Sir/   :  P^^j  -^<%*  24,  176L.. 

On  looking  over  your  letters  I  am  .ashamed  to.  find 
myself  .so  much,  and  so  long  in  your  debt  ;        • 

I  thank  you  for  making  me  acquainted  with  Mr.  Sonnerat. 
He  appears  a  very  amiable  man,  and  is  full  of  intelligeii^ce 
and  information. 

We  are  all  much  obliged  to  Count  de  Montmorin  for  his 
friendly  assistance  in  our  affairs.  Please  to  present  him  my 
t^jlljpfiil  acknowledgments.  .^^' 

';:;^',^)«p|c  you  also  for  my  being  made  kno¥m  to  Mr.  Giusti: 
I  saw  him  often,  and  had  much  satisfaction  and  pleasm^e.in 
his  conversation.  >     . 

The  congress  have  done  me  the  honor  to  refuse  accepting 
my  resignation,  and  insist  on  my  continuing  in  ihek  service 
till,  the  pi^ce.  I  must  therefore  buckle  again  to  bnsinesa, 
and  thank  God  that  my  health'  and  spirits  are  oilatein^ 
prcM^ed^i  I  fancy  it  may  have  been:a  double  mortification  ta 
those  enemies  you  have  mentioned  to  me,>  that  I  should  «ak 
as  a  favor  what  they  hoped  ta  vex  me  by  taking  fioni  me; 
amji.that  I  should  nevertheless  be  continued.  But  these  aort 
of  considerations  should  never  influence  our  oondud. .  We 
ought  always  to  do  what  appears  best  to  be  done,  without 
much  regarding  what  others  may  think  of  it.  I  caU  this  con^- 
r 


titeance  an  li<mor/and  I  really  esteem  it  to  be  a  greater  than 
mjr  first  appointment^  when  I  consider  that  all  the  mcerest  of 
Aiy  enemies,  united  with  my  own  request,  were  not  sufficient 
to  prevent  it. 

1  have  not' yet  received  the  works  of  your  EconomkiU 
Society,  or  those  of  its  founder.  I  suppose  you  have  not 
met  with  an  opportunity  of  sending  them.  The  letter  you 
propose  sending  to  our  philosophical  society  will  be  very 
acceptable  to  them.  I  shall  be  glad  to  peruse  the  copy  you 
propose  passing  through  my  hands. 

Yours,  B.  Franklin. 

To  THE  Rev.  Mr.  Wm.  Nixon,  an  English  Pri- 
soner ON  Parole  at  Valogne. 

Means  of  doing  much  good  zvith  little  money. 

Rev.  Sir,  Passy,  Sept.  5,  1781. 

I  duly  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  of 
.wr;tmg  to  me  the  25th  past,  together  with  the  valuable  Kttfe 
book,  of  which  you  are  the  author.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
but  that  a  gentleman  of  your  learning  and  abilities  might  make 
a  very  useful  member  of  society  in  our  new  country,  ahd  meet 
with  encouragement  there,  either  as  an  instructor  in  one  of 
ouriiDiversities,^  or  as  a  clergyman  of  the  church  of  Ireland. 
But  I  am  not  empowered  to  engage  any  person  to  go  over 
thither,  and  my  abilities  to  assist  the  distressed  are  very  limited. 
I  suppose  you  will  soon  be  set  at  liberty  in  England  by  the 
rartel  for 'the  exchange  of  {^fvsohers:  in  the  mean  time 'If 
five  Louis  d*ors  may  be  of  present  service  to  you,  please  to 
draw  on  me  for.  that  sutD,  and  your  bill  shall  be  paid  on  sight 
Some  time  or  other  you  may  have  an  opportunity  of  assisting 
with  an  equal  sum  a  stranger  who  has  equal  need  of  it.  Do 
so.    By  tfiat  means  you  ^ill  discharge  any  obligation  you 
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wouf  fBppoia^y^Fielf  under  to  me.  JBnjoui  him  to  d%Ae 
iitdie  on  Dccaaioii.  By  pursuing  such  a  practice,  much  good 
may  be  done  with  little  money.  Let  kind  offices  go  looQd^ 
Mankind  are  all  of  a  family.  I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Rev. 
Sir^  &c.  B.  Fbahklin, 

To  THE  Hon.  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jbniveb^Es^. 
Membeb  ov  Conobess. 

I  received  the  'very  obliging  letter  you  did  me  the 
honor  of  writing  to  me  the  20th  of  June  last..  It  gave  me 
great  satisfaction  to  find,  by  the  unanimous  chcdce  you  mm- 
tion,  that  my  services  had  not  been  unacceptable  to  congress ; 
and  to  hear  also  that  they  were  favorably  disposed  towards 
my  grandson.  Temple  Franklin.  It  was  my  desire  to  quit 
public  business,  fearing  it  might  suffer  in  my  hands  through 
the  infirmities  incident  to  my  time  of  life.  But  as  they  are 
(leased  to  think  I  may  still  be  useful,  I  submit  to  their  jad^- 
mflDti  and  shall  do  my  best. 

I  immediately  forwarded  the  letter  you  enclosed  for  Mr. 
liowndes ;  and  if  in  any  thing  else  I  can  do  you  service  or 
pleasure  here,  please  to  command  me  freely.  I  have  the  ho- 
ilor  to  be,  with  great  regard,  sir,  8cc.         B«  Fbankun. 

To  RicHABD  Backs,  Esq.  Philadelphia. 

JSf r^  WhartonU  pamphla  on  the  Indiana  claims-^JJr. 
<  Franklin's  pap€rslott» 

Deab  Son,  Passy,  S^.  13,  1781. 

I  received  yours  of  June  fiOtfa.  It  gave  me  great 
fdeasure,  aa  it  informed  me  of  the  welfim  of  yourself  and  the 
deariimilj. 


■ftik  faaye  read  Mr.  Vhartoh's  ^ain))hlet*  The  ht^  aafiorts 
Tknow  theihy  are  as  he  states  them.  Justice  is,  I  ihink,  6ii 
the  side  of  those  who  contracted  for  the  lands/  Bdt  mold 
and  political  right  jometimea  differ^  and  sometimes  are  both 
subdned  by  niigbt 

I  received  and  thank  you  for  several  copies  of  the  Indian 
spelling'-book.  I  received  also  the  German  and'  English 
newspapers. 

Among  my  papers  in  the  trunk,  which  1  unhappily  left  in 
the  care  of  Mr.  Galloway,  we're  eight  or  ten  qqico  or  two 
quiie.  books,  of  rough  drafts  of  my  letters,  containins;  all  my 
correspondence,  when  in  England,  for  near  twenty  years.  1 
^hatl .  be  very  sorry  if  they  too  are  lost.  Don't  yim  think  it 
possible,  by  going  up  into  that  <:ountry,  and  inquiring  a  little 
among  the  ne^hbors,  you  might  possibly  hear  of,  and  recover 
aome  of  them  i  I  should  not  have  left  them  in  his  bandar  if 
be  had  not  deceived  me,  by  saying,  that  though  he  waa  before 
otherwise  indined,  yet  that  since  tb^  king  had  declared  ua  dnt 
bfhia  protection,  and  the  parliament  by  an  act  bad  made4to 
properties  plunder^  he  would  go  as  far  in  defence  of  Ida 
cbuntry  as  any  man;  and  accordingly  he  had  lately.  wHli 
pleasure  given  colors  to  a  regiment  of  militiai,  and  an  entar- 
labment  to  400  of  them  before  his  houses  I  thought  he  iiM 
•bte6me  a  'stinch.  friend  to.  the  ^orious  oMise.  I  was  tailk 
taken.  Aahe'was  a  friend  of  my.  son's,^  to  whom  in  my.wiD 
1  bad  teft  .hll  niy  hooks  4ukd  papers^  I  made  hiin  one  of  ay 
executors^  ind  put^  the  trimk  .qf  papeis  into  bis  handa,  inih 
giniri^lhenk  6afer  i^  bis  houiei(iwhioh  :waaofat  of  the  way  wi 
-any  probable  march:  of  eneinies'  tlx>ops)  than  in  my  own.  It 
was  very  u'nliicky.  ■ 

'  The  Indian  grlmt.  "' 

*  Governor  FranUiD*  *  I 
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-  M;  love  to  Ssdly  and  the  cfaildren.  I  shafl  soon  writiHo 
eH  my  friends.  At  present  I  am  pinched  in  time^  and  catf 
only  add  Aat  I  am  ever 

your  affectionate  father, 

B.  Franrltn. 

To  Fs.  HoPKiNsoN,  Esg.  Philadelphia. 

Dr,  Franklin's  frietids  and  enemies,  Sfe. 

Dsah  Silt,  Passy,Sept.  13,  J781.   * 

1  have  received  your  kind  letter  of  July  \7,  with 

its  duplicate,  enclosing  those  for    Messrs.  Brandlight  and 

Sons,  which  I  have  forwarded.     I  am  sorry  for  the  loss  of 

thes^fit^^.     Every  thing  of  yours  gives  me  pleasure. 

As  to  the  friends  aud  enemies  you  just  mention,  I  have 
hitherto^  thanks  to  God,  had  plenty  of  the  former  kind ;  they 
have  been  my  treasure ;  and  it  has  perhaps  been  of  no  dis* 
advantage  to  me  that  I  have  had  a  few  of  the  latter.  They 
serve  to  put  us  upon  correcting  the  faults  m^  have,  and 
aufbiding  those  we  are  in  danger  of  having.  They  comitemct 
tile  mischief  flattery  might  do  us,  and  their  malicious  attacks 
make  our  friends  more  zealous  in  serving  us  and  promoting 
oittr  interest.  At  present  I  do  not  know  of  more  than  two 
w&th  enemies  that  I  enjoy,  viz.  ♦  ♦  •  and  *  •  ♦.  I  den 
served  the  enmity  of  die  latter,  because  I  might  have  avoidied 
it  by  paying  him  a  compliment,  which  I  neglected.  That  of 
4faef(niner  I  owe  to  the  people  of  France,  who  happened  to 
respect  me  too  much  and  him  too  little ;  which  I  cottid  biStf 
«Dd  be  could  not.  They  are  unhappy  that  they  cannot  make 
every  body  hate  me  as  much  as  they  do  ;  and  I  should  be  so 
if  my  friends  did  not  love  me  much  more  than  those  gende* 
men  can  possibly  love  one  another. 

Enough  of  this  subject    Let  me  know  if  you  are  in  pos* 
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sesaion  of  my  ginicrack  instruments,' and  if  yon  have  made  cfay 
new  experiments.  I  lent  many  years  ago  a  large  glass  globe-- 
roountedy  to  Mr.  Coombe^  and  an  electric  battery  of  bottle% 
which  I  remember ;  perhaps  there  were  some  other  things. 
He  may  have  had  them  so  long  as  to  think  them  his  own. 
Pray  ask  him  for  them,  and  keep  them  for  me  together  with 
the  rest. 

You  have  a  new  crop  of  prose  writers.  I  see  in  your 
papers  many  of  their  fictitious  names,  but  nobody  tells  me 
the  real.  You  will  oblige  me  by  a  little  of  your  literary^his- 
tory.    Adieu,  my  dear  friend,  and  believe  me  ever 

yours  affectionately,  B.  Franklin. 

To  Edmund  Burke,  Esq.  M.P. 

Relative  to  General  Burgoyne  and  Mr.  Laurens. 

Sir,  Passy,  Oct.  15,  1781. 

I  received  but  a  few  days  since  your  very  friendly 
letter  of  August  last,  on  the  subject  of  General  Burgoyne.   ■ 

Since  the  foolish  part  of  mankind  will  make  wars  Stouk 
time  to  time  with  each  other,  not  having  sense  enough  other* 
wise  to  settle  their  differences,  it  certainly  becomes  the 
wiser  part,  who  cannot  prevent  those  wars,  to  alleviate  «s 
m^ch  as  possible  the  calamities  attending  them.  Mr.  Burke 
always  stood  high  in  my  esteem  ;  but  his  affectionate  concera 
for  bis  friend  renders  him  still  more  amiable,  and  makes  ^ 
honor  he  does  me  of  admitting  me  of  the  number,  still  more 
precious. 

I  do  not  think  the  congress  have  any  wish  to  persecute 
General  Burgoyne.  I  never  heard  till  1  received  your  letter 
that  they  had  recalled  him  :  if  they  have  made  such  a  res(Ju* 
tion,  ii  must  be,  1  suppose,  a  conditional  one,  to  take  plac^ 
iu  case  their  offer  of  exdianging  him  for  Mr.  Laurens  should 
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not  b^  accepted;  a  resolation  hiteoded  merely  to  enfcttbe 
tkat  offer. 

I  liaise  Just  received  an  authentac  cop?  of  the  resolve  cob-* 
taming  that  offer,  and  authorising  me  to  make  it.  As  t  have 
no  communication  with  jour  ministers^  I  send  it  enclosed  td 
joa.'  If  you  can  find  any  means  of  negociating  this  bad-* 
nesSy  I  am  sure  the  restoring  another  worthy  man  to'  Uar 
family  and  friends,  will  be  an  addition  to  your  pleasm'e. 
With  great  and  invariable  respect  and  affection^  I  am,  At, 
joiir  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant,    ' 

B;  Franklin.  ' ' 

To  Messrs.  Kornmann. 

Relative  to  a  claim  of  relationship  with  Dr.  Franklin. 

Gentlemen,  Passy^  Nov.  Q,\,  \iSU 

Enclosed  is  the  answer  you  desire  to  the  letter  sent 
me  from  Conigsberg^^ 
'^  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  &c. 

B.  Franklin; 

JSdADAM,  Passt/i,  Nov.  21, 17&1* 

1  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  of  writ- 
ini;  to  me  the  26th  of  last  month :  in  answer  to  which- 1 
ought  to  inform  you,  that  I  was  bom  in  America  now  near 
76, years  since,  that  I  never  was  in  Ireland  till  the  year  1773^ 
which  was  for  a  few  weeks  only,  and  1  did  not  pass  thenca 
to  America  with  any  person  of  my  name,  but  returned  lo 
£|ngland ;  nor  had  I  ever  any  knowledge  of  the  John  ijpipl^* 
liojou  mention.  I  have  exact  accounts  of  every  person  of 
m;  family  since  the  year  1555,  when  it  was  established  io 

VI  ^  Wi.^  I       ■  ■'  I'll  '    I  ' 

»  Wanting^ 
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England,  and  jun  certain  that  none  of  tbem  but  myadS  mm^ 
that  time  were  ever  in  Ireland.  The  name  of  Franklin  is 
common  among  the  English  of  the  two  nations,  but  there  are 
a  numl>er  of  differ^it  families  who  bear  it,  and  who  have  a^ 
relation  to  each  other.  It  would  be  a  pleasure  to  roe  to  disi* 
cover  a  relation  in  Europe,  possessing  the  amiable  sentiments 
expressed  in  your  letter.  I  assure  you  I  should  not  disown 
the  meanest.  I  should  also  be  glad  if  I  could  give  you  a 
satisfactory  account  of  your  family ;  but  I  really  know  no* 
thing  of  them.  I  have  therefore  not  the  honor  of  being  re- 
lated to  them,  but  I  have  that  of  being,  madam, 

yours,  8cc.  B.  Franklin. 

To  Gov.  PowNALL,  London. 

Relative  to  Mrs.  Barry — The  war — Authority  to  Meat 
qf  peace — Mr.  Hobari. 

Dear  Sir,    '  Fassy,  Nov.9S,  1781. 

I  received  your  favor  by  Mr.  Hobart.  I  caused  all 
application  to  be  made  to  Almon  in  behalf  of  Mrs.  Bariy, 
but  do  not  learik  that  it  is  like  to  meet  with  any  success*  As 
the  transaction  was  between  yourself  and  him,  no  other  per- 
son but  you  claim  with  authority ;  I  must  therefore  beg,  tot 
ike  poor  good  woman's  sake,  that  you  would  do  somethioig 
effectual  in  it. 

I  abo  request  that  you  would  send  the  copies  you  men* 
tion  to  me  here,  directed  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Bowen  at  Os- 
tend ;  and  that  the  plate  may  be  packed  with  them. 

I  wish  most  heartily  with  you  that  this  cursed  war  was 
at  an  end:  but  I  despair  of  seeing  it  finished  in  my  time. 
Your  thirsty  nation  has  not  yet  drank  enough  of  our  blood. 
I  am  authorised  to  treat  of  peace  whenever  she  is  disposed 
to  it|  but  I  saw  inconveniences  in  meeting  and  discoursing 
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with  you  on  the  subject,  or  with  any  one  not  avowed  by 
i^btir  ininistiry ;  having  alreaily  experienced  tuch;  ivt  JMriMil 
ilatanceB. — Mr.  Hobart  appeared  not  folly  acquainted  >vidi 
ymir  idkas,  and  as  be  could  not  coniiniimdite  them,  IcMlJI 
iiiiike  no  ju(%ment  of  them.  My  best  wishes  attendydit; 
fyeing  with  the  old  iong-continued  esteem,  dear  sir,  yourmM 
bbeifient  and  most  humble  servant, 

B.  Frankxik. 

To  Mrs.C.Edes; 

Relative  to  Henry  Laurens,  Esq.,  a  prisoner  in  the  Tomer 
of  London — Mr.  Burke — General  Burgoyne. 

Madam,  Pas$^,  Dec.  IS,  1781. 

I  return  enclosed  the  letter  from  my  friend,  Mr. 
Bridgen,  which  I  received  from  you  last  night.  You  will  be 
so  good  as  to  acquamt  him  in  answer  to  his  first  question^ 
ifaftyjitnd  was  established/or  the  support  of  Mr.  "Laurms^ 
that  being  informed  about  the  middle  of  last  month  by*  li 
friend  in  London  of  Mr.  L.'s  being  in  want  of  money,  I 
wrote  on  the  IQth  to  Mr.  Hodgson,  a  merchant  in  Coleman 
Street,  in  whose  hands  I  had  lodged  cash  for  the  support  ^ 
prisoners,  to  hold  ;6100  of  it  at  the  disposition  of  Mr.  Lau- 
rens; and  I  since  hear  that  on  a  like  intimation  tO'Mt. 
Adams  in  Holland,  he  has  ordered  another  £100  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  same  purpose.  I  have  never  heard  that  any  ftttid 
was  established  in  America  for  the  use  of  that  gentleman ; 
probably  it  has  not  been  known  there  that  he  had  need  of  it. 
The  second  question,  if  any  measures  had  been  taken  for  his 
relief?  will  be  answered  by  acquainting  Mr.  B.  that  the  con- 
gi«tt  passed  a  resolution  to  oflfer  the  exchange  of  Gelicral 
Burgoyne  for  him,  and  empowered  me  to  make  the  offer : 
that  Mr.  Burke  having  written  to  me  in  favor  of  his  friend, 
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General  Buigoyne,  on  a  supposition  that  the  congress  inteo^ 
ed  to  recal  him,  I  sent  a  copy  of  the  resolution  to  Mr. 
Burkej  and  requested  he  would  charge  himself  with  the  negp- 
ciation.  I  have  since  beard  nothing,  either  from  Mr. 
Hodgson  or  Mr.  Burke ;  and  as  it  is  said  a  packet  wai 
lately  Ipst  between  Ostend  and  England^  I  begin  to  fear  mj 
letters  have  miscarried^  and  shall  by  the  first  post  send  copies. 
I  wish  Mr.  Bridgen  would  however  apply  to  both  those  gen- 
tlemen,  learn  what  has  been  done,  and  through  you  acquaint  me 
with  it.  I  beg  you  would  assure  Mr.  Bridgen  of  my  best  wishes 
and  affectionate  attachment.  I  hope  his  affairs  in  Carolina 
have  been  settled  to  his  mind.  Witli  much  esteem,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  madam,  yours,  &c. 

B.  Franklin. 

P.S.  About  the  b^imiing  of  the  year,  having  heard  a 
report  that  Mr.  Laurens  was  ill-used,  I  wrote  a  little  re- 
monstrance to  Sir  Grey  Cooper  on  the  occasion ;  who  r^ 
plied,  by  acquainting  me  that  on  inquiry  be  found  the  report 
to  be  groundless ;  and  by  sending  me  a  letter  he  bad  received 
from  the  lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  which  assured  him  in  the 
strongest  terms,  that  Mr.  Laurens  was  perfectly  satisfied  with 
the  treatment  he  received,  and  frequently  expressed  his  thank- 
fidness  for  the  same ;  this  made  me  easy,  hearing  noihing 
afierwards  to  the  contrary  till  lately. 

To  Miss  Laurens. 

Relative  to  herfather*s  situation. 

Madam,  Passy,  Dec.  29, 1781. 

I  jreceived  your  very  sensible  letter  of  the  i4th  past. 

Your  brother,  Colonel  Laurens,  being  here  when  I  received 

the  former,  I  informed  him  of  the  steps  I  had  then  taken^ 

VOL.  I.  o 
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respecting  your  good  father,  and  requested  him  to  answih^ 
your  letter  for  me*     I  did  suppose  he  had  done  it ;  but  his 
great  and  constant  occupation  while  here,  might  occasion  his 
emitting  it.     The  purport  was,  that  on  a  report  of  your  fa- 
ther's being  harshly  treated,  I  wrote  in  his  behalf  to  an  okL 
friend.  Sir  Grey  Cooper,  secretary  of  the  treasury,  complain- 
ing of  it.     His  answer  was,  that  he  had  inquired,  and  found 
the  report  groundless ;  and  he  sent  me  enclosed  a  letter  he 
received  from  the  lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  assuring  him  that 
Mr.  Laurens  was  treated  with  great  kindness,  was  very  seri- 
sible  of  it,  thankful  for  it,  and  frequently  expressed  his  satis* 
factioti :  on  this  I  became  more  easy  on  his  account ;  but  a 
little  before  I  received  your  letter,  I  had  one  (from  Mr. 
Benjamin  Vaughan,  who  is  connected  with  the  femily  of  Mr. 
Manning)  which  informed  me  that  Mr.  Laurens  was  reafly 
!n  want  of  necessaries;  and  desired  to  know  if  any  provision 
Mras  made  for  his  subsistence.    I  wrote  immediately  to  Mi*. 
Hodgson,  in  whose  hands   I  had  lodged  some  money,  re^ 
questing  him  to  hold   100/.  of  it  at  die  disposition  of  Mr. 
Laurens,  and  to  acquaint  Mr.  Vaughan  with  it.     About  this 
time  I  received  two  letters ;  one  from  Mr.  Burke,  membet 
of  parliament,  complaining    that  his  friend,  General  Bur- 
goyne,  (in  England  on  his  parole)  was  reclaimed  and  recalled 
by  congress,  and  requesting  I  would  find  soiAe  means  of  per- 
mitting him  to  remain.  The  other  was  from  the  congress,^- 
closing  a  resolve  that  impowered  me  to  offer  Gener^  Bur- 
goyne   in  exchange  for  Mr.  Laurens.     Perceiving  by  Mr. 
Burke's  letter,  that  he  was  very  desirous  of  obtaining  bis 
fri6nd*s  liberty,  and  having  no  immediate  intercourse  with 
the  British  ministry,  I  thought  I  could  not  do  better  dian  tp 
enclose  the  resolve  in  my  answer  to  his  letter,  and  request 
him  to  negociate  the  exchange.    When  I  received  yours,  I 
Was  m  expectation  of  having  soon  an  answer  from  Mr.  Burke 
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and  Mr.  Hodgson,  which  would  enable  me  to  give  3'ou  more 
satiiitactory  information.  I  therefore  delayed  writing  to  you 
from  post  to  post  till  I  diould  hear  from  them ;  and  fearing 
from  the  length  of  time  that  my  letters  had  miscarried,  I  sent 
copies  of  them.  It  is  but  yesterday  that  I  received  an  an- 
swer from  Mr.  Hodgson,  dated  the  21st  instant,  iu  which  he 
writes  me  : ''  L  received  your  favor  of  the  IQth  ultimo ;  I  im- 
mediately acquainted  Mr.  Vaughan  with  your  directions  cod- 
cerning  the  supplying  Mr.  Laurens.  He  has  been  acquainted 
therewith ;  but  hitherto  no  appUcation  has  been  made  to  me 
for  the  money :  whenever  it  is,  you  may  be  assured  it  shall  b? 
complied  with."  No  answer  is  come  to  my  hands  from  Mr. 
Burke ;  but  I  se^  by  a  newspaper  Mr.  Hodgson  sends  me, 
that  he  has  endeavored  to  execute  tlie  commission.  I  enclose 
that  paper  for  your  satisfaction,  together  with  a  copy  of  your 
fiither^s  petition  to  parliament,  on  which  I  do  not  find  that 
ihey  have  yet  come  to  any  result:  but  observing  that  he 
makes  no  complaint  in  that  petition,  of  his  being  pinched  in 
the  article  of  subsistence,  I  hope  that  part  of  our  intelligence 
from  London  may  be  a  mistake.  I  shall,  however,  you  may 
depend,  leave  nothing  undone  that  is  in  my  power,  to  obtain 
bis  release,  and  assure  you  that  the  thought  of  the  pleasure  it 
must  fkffprd  a  child,  whose  mind  is  of  so  tender  a  sensibility, 
and  filled  with  such  true  filial  duty  and  affection,  will  be  an 
additional  spur  to  my  endeavors:  I  suppose  Mr.  Adams  has 
iiifprmed  you  that  he  haa  ordered  another  ICX)/.  sterling  to  be 
paid  Mr.  Laurens ;  and  I  hope  you  will  soon  have  t)ie  hap- 
piness of  hearing  that  he  is  at  liberty.  With  very  great  re- 
gard, I  have  the  honor  to  be,  madam.  See. 

B.Franklin.. 
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JLjETTEB   to    "'""""  "  • 

^  ^Containing  advice  to  certain  manufacturers  intending  to  , 
emigrate  to  jfimerica. 

,    Gentlemen,  Pasy^  Jan.  4>  1788; 

1  received  the  propositions  yon  did  me  the  honor  f^ 
address  to  me^  by  the  band  of  Mr.  ■  '  ■  . 
'*'  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  a  body  of  sober,  indu8tr«Mir, 
and  ingenious  artisans,  men  of  honest  and  rdigious  principle^ 
•ach  as  you  and  your  friends  are  described  ta  be,  would  be 
%  valuable  acquisition  to  any  codntry ;  and  I  am  certain  yo« 
virouM  meet  with  a  kind  and  friendly  reception  in  Pennsyl-' 
vania,  and  be  put  into  possession  of  all  the  rights  and  prii4- 
l^es  of  free  citizens ;  but  neither  that  government,  nor  any 
otfier  in  America  that  I  know  of|  has  ever  been  at  any  public 
expense  to  augment  the  number  of  its  inhabitants*  AH 
who  are  established  there,  have  come  at  their  own  chaig9. 
The  country  affords  to  strangers  a  good  climate,  fine  whole- 
aome  air,  plenty  of  provisions,  good  laws,  just  and  cheap 
government ;  with  all  the  liberties,  civil  and  religious,  that 
reasonable  men  can  wish  for.  These  inducements  are  so 
great,  and  the  number  of  people  in  all  the  nations  of  Europe, 
who  wbh  to  partake  of  them,  is  so  considerable,  that  if  the 
states  were  to  undertake  transporting  people  at  the  expense 
of  the  public,  no  revenue  that  they  have  would  be  sufficient. 
Having  therefore  no  orders  or  authority,  either  from  the  coo- 
gress  or  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  to  procure  settlera  ,qr 
manufacturers,  by  engaging  to  defray  them,  I  cannot  filter 
into  the  contract  proposed  in  your  second  article^  •  The 
oriier  articles  would  meet  with  no  difficulty.  Men  are  not 
forced  there  into  the  public  service,  and  a  special  \$m  nsght 
be  easily  obtained  to  give  you  a  pr<^[>ci!ty  for  seven  ytars  ia 
theiuse&il  iavctntions  you  may  introduoe. 
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You  will  do  well  to  weigh  seriously  the  following  consider- 
ations :— If  you  can  establish  yourselves  there  during  the 
war,  it  is  certain  that  your  manufactures  will  be  much  more 
profitable^  as  they  sell  at  very  high  prices  now,  owing  to 
the  difficulty  and  risk  of  transporting  them  from  Europe. 
But  then  your  passages  also  will  be  more  expensive,  and 
your  risk  greater  of  having  your  project  ruined,  by  being  taken^ 
•tripped,  and  imprisoned.  If  you  wait  till  a  peace,  yon  will 
pass  much  cheaper  and  more  securely,  and  you  have  a  betlei^ 
chance  of  settling  yourselves  and  posterity  in  a  comfortable 
6nd  happy  situation.  On  these  points  your  prudence  jnust 
determine.  If  I  were  to  advi^,  I  should  think  it  rather 
most  prudent  to  wait  for  a  peace,  and  then  to  yictual  a 
vessel  in  some  port  of  Ireland,  where  it  can  be  done  cheap, 
to  which  you  might  easily  pass  from  liverpooL  There  ar^ 
I  understand,  some  apprehensions  Aat  your  ministers  maj 
procure  a  law  to  restrain  the  emigration  of  manufactureii. 
But  I  thmk  that,  weak  and  wicked  as  they  are,  and  tynm- 
nical  as  they  are  disposed  to  be,  they  will  hardly  venture 
upon  an  act  tliat  shall  make  a  prison  of  England  to  confine 
men  for  no  other  crime  than  that  of  being  useful  and  indoa- 
trious ;  and  to  discourage  the  learning  of  useful  mecfaame 
arts>  by  declaring,  that  as  soon  as  a  man  is  master  of  his 
business,  he  shall  Jose  his  liberty,  and  become  a  prisoner  for 
fife;  while  they  suffer  their  idle  and  extravagant  gentry  to 
travel  and  reside  abroad  at  their  pleasure,  spending  tUe  ^^ 
incomes  of  their  estates,  racked  from  their  laborious  honeit  ^ 

tenants,  in  foreign  follies,  and  among  French  and  ItaBafi 
whores  and  fiddlers.  Such  a  law  would  be  too  glaringly 
unjust  to  be  borne  with.  ^ 

I  wish  you  success  in  what  you  may  resolve  to  undertne  ^ 
and  you  will  find  me  ever  your  assured  friend  and  humUe 
servant,  B.  Faankun« 

% 


^k 
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,    To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

Capitulation  of   General  Lord  Cornwallis — Introduction 
of  Count  de  Sigur,  S^c. 

*  Sir,  PassfffJpril^,  1782. 

I  received  duly  the  honor  of  your  letter,  accom- 
pauying  the  capitulation  of  Oen.  Comwaliis.  All  the  world 
slgrce  that  no  expedition  was  ever  better  planned  or  better 
executed :  it  has  made  a  great  addition  to  the  military  repu- 
tation you  had  already  acquired,  and  brightens  the  glory  that 
surrounds  your  name,  and  that  must  accompany  it  to  our 
Jatest  posterity.  No  news  could  possibly  make  me  more 
happy.  The  infant  Hercules  has  now  strangled  the  two 
serpents'  that  attacked  him  in  his  cradle,  and  I  trust  his 
liiture  history  will  be  answerable* 

'  This  will  be  presented  to  you  by  the  Count  de  Sfgur. 
He  is  SOD  of  the  Marquis  de  S6gur,  minister  of  war,  and 
our  very  good  friend ;  but  I  need  not  claim  your  regards  to 
tfie  young  gentleman  on  that  score ;  his  amiable  personal 
qualities,  his  very  sensible  conversation,  and  his  zeal  for  the 
Cause  of  liberty,  will  obtain  and  secure  your  esteem,  and  be 
better  recommendation  than  any  I  can  give  him. 

The  English  seem  not  to  know  either  how  to  continue 
the  war,  or  to  make  peace  with  us.  Instead  of  entering 
into  a  regular  treaty,  for  putting  an  end  to  a  contest  they 
^re  tired  of,  they  have  voted  in  parliament,  that  the  recovery 
of  America  by  force  is  impracticable,  that  an  offensive  war 
Against  us  ought  Hot  to  be  continued,  and  that  whoever 
advises  it  shall  be  deemed  an  enemy  to  his  country. 

Thus  the  garrisons  of  New  York  and  Charlestotwi,  if 

» - 

'  Alluding  to  the  surrender  of  ther  two  British  armies  utvUct  6l  a- 
coTVE  and  CoaiiWALUs,  Ocu  17, 1777,  and  Oct.  10, 1781.    ' 


PART  If  OF  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN.  IQS 

coatinued  tfaere^  must  sit  still,  being  only  allowed  to  defenci 
fhemselves.  The  niinistry  not  understanding  or  approving 
Vhis  making  of  peace  by  halves,  have  quitted  their  places ; 
but  we  have  no  certain  account  here  who  is  to  succeed 
them,  so  that  the  measures  likely  to  be  taken  are  yet  uncer- 
tain ;  probably  we  shall  know  something  of  them  before 
the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  takes  his  departure.  There  are 
grounds  for  good  hopes^  however ;  but  I  think  we  shonld 
not^therefore  relax'  in  our  preparations  for  a  vigorous  cam- 
paign, as  that  nation  is  subject  to  sudden  fluctuations  ;  and, 
though  somewhat  humiliated  at  present^  a  little  success  in 
the  West  Indies  may  dissipate  their  present  fears,  recal  theiri 
natural  insolence,  and  occasion  the  interruption  of  nego-^ 
ciajtion,  and  a  continuance  of  the  war.  We  have  great  stored 
purchased  here  for  the  use  of  your  army,  which  will  be  sent 
as  soon  as  transports  can  be  procured  for  them  to  go  under 
good  convoy. 

My  best  wishes  always  have,  and  always  will  attend  you  ; 
being  with  the  greatest  and  most  sincere  esteem  and  respecf, 
sir,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble 
krvant,  B.  Franklin. 

To  THE  Chevalier  de  Chastellux.'   (In  America.) 

Chafige  of  Ministry  in   England — Peace — Campaign  in 
America^^Count  de  Sigur. 

Dear  Sir,  Pas^,  April  0,  1788. 

It  gave  me  great  pleasure  to  hear  by  the  ofBccra 
returned  last  winter  from  your  army,  that  you  continued  in 
^^ood  health.  You  will  see  by  the  public  papers  that  the 
English  begin  to  be  weary  of  the  war ;  and  they  have  reason, 
having  suffered  many  losses,  having  four  nations  of  enemies 

■  m     '•  •       ■■■!■  I  ■■  ■  W   >■■     I ■      mtf^mfrnt  ,iM   I  am  ^m^m^^ 

^  Afterwards  the  Marquis  d<  Chasielluju 
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on  their  baodsj  few  men  to  spare^'  little  meiiey  Id^t^  and  v^iy 
had  hmA$.  Tbe  latter  they  have  latelj  changed.  As  yet 
we  know  not  what  measures  their  new  ministry  will  take. 
People  generally  think  they  will  be  employed  by  the  king  to 
extricate  him  from  bis  present  difficulties,  by  obtaining  a 
peace,  and  that  then  he  will  kick  them  out  again ;  they  being 
all  men  that  he  abominates,  and  who  have  been  forced  upon 
him  by  the  parliament. 

The  commons  have  already  made  a  sort  of  half  ptpu^ 
with  us  Americans,  by  forbidding  their  troops  on  tbe  conti** 
nent  to  act  offensively ;  and  by  a  new  law  they  have  impow- 
ered  the  king  to  complete  it.  As  yet  I  hear  nothing  of  tbe 
terms  they  mean  to  propose ;  indeed  they  have  had  hardly 
time  to  form  them.  I  know  they  ^ish  to  detach  us  from 
France ;  but  that  is  impossible. 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  success  of  your  last  glorious 
campaign.  Establishing  the  liberties  of  America  will  pot 
only  make  that  people  happy,  but  will  have  some  effect  in 
diminishing  the  misery  of  those,  who  in  other  parts  of  the 
world  groan  under  despotism,  by  rendermg  it  more  circum- 
spect, and  inducing  it  to  govern  with  a  lighter  hand.  A 
philosopher  endowed  with  those  strong  sentiments  of  huma- 
nity  that  are  manifested  in  your  excellent  writings,'  must 
enjoy  great  satisfaction  in  having  contributed  so  extensively 
by  his  sword,  as  well  as  by  his  pen,  to  the  filicite  publique* 

M.  le  Comte  de  S6gur  has  desired  of  me  a  line  of  recqmn 
mendation  to  you.  1  consider  his  request  rather  as  a  comr 
pliment  to  me,  than  as  asking  what  may  be  of  use  to  hittji ; 
ttiice  I  fmd  that  all  who  know  him  here  esteem  and  love  }fim^ 
and  be  is  certainly  not  unknown  to  you. 

Dare  I  ^onfe^  to  you  that  I  am  your  Vival  with  Madame 
' —   ■  , 

.'  Pnndpa%  a  Treatise  on  Pubuc  Happisxss. 
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G***  ?  I  need  not  tell  you  that  I  am  not  a  dangeroiiB  onec 
I  perceive  that  she  loves  you  veiy  much ;  and  so  docs,  dntf 
siTi  yours,  8cc.  B.  FrankliKt.  -  ' 

To  His  Excellency  Gen.  Washington.  ■  i .-, 
Introduction  of  the  Prince  de  Broglie.  -  i 

Sir,  Pasxy,  April  8,  1782.    " 

I  did  myself  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  a  few' 
days  since  by  the  Comte  de  Segur.  This  line  is  chiefly  to 
present  the  Prince  de  Broglie  to  your  Excellency,  who  goes' 
over  to  join  the  army  of  Mons.  de  Rochambeau.  He  bears 
an  excellent  character  here,  is  a  hearty  friend  to  our  rause^ 
and  I  am  persuaded  you  will  have  a  pleasure  in  hts  conver* 
sation.  I  take  leave,  therefore,  to  recommend  him  to  those 
civilities  vi^hich  you  are  always  happy  in  showing  to  strangera 
of  mierit  and  distinction. 

I  have  heretofore  congratulated  your  Excellency  on  yoiii^ 
victories  over  our  enemy's  generals  ;  I  can  now  do  the  sahi^^ 
on  your  having  overthrown  their  politicians.  Your  late  siit^ 
cesses  have  so  strengthened  the  hands  of  opposition  in  piu> 
liament,  that  they  are  become  the  majority,  and  have  com-^ 
pelled  the  king  to  dismiss  all  his  old  ministers  and  their 
adhetients.  The  unclean  spirits  he  was  possessed  with  are 
now  cast  out  of  him,  but  it  is  imagined  that  as  soon  as  be 
has  obtained  a  peace,  they  will  return  with  others  worse  thati 
them^Ives ;  and  the  last  state  of  that  man  (as  the  Scrip- 
ture says)  shall  be  worse  than  the  first. 

As  soon  as  we  can  learn  any  thing  certain  of  the  projects '' 
of  the  new  miniMry,  I  shall  take  the  first  opportunity  of 
communicatnig  them.    With  the  greatest  esteem  and  respect^ 
I  am,  sir,  your  excellency's,  &c.  B.  Franklin. 
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To  THE  Rev.  Dr.  Priestley. 

fi^ctions  on  the  conduct  of  mankind  to  each  other-^ 
Apologue — Experiments  of  LavoUier  in  the  presence  of 
the  Grand  Duke  of  Russia, 

Dear  Sib,  P^^y,  June  7,  178£. 

I  received  your  kind  letter  of  the  7th  of , April, 

also  one  of  the  Sd  of  May.    I  have  always  great  pleasure 

in  hearing  from  you,  in  learoiDg  that  you  are  well,  and  that, 

jou  continue  your  experiments.     I  should  rejoice  much  if  I 

could  once  more  recover  the  leisure  to  search  with  yoi^  ii^ta 

the  works  of  nature ;  I  mean  the  inanimate,  not  the  wim. 

maie  or  moral  part  of  them  :  the  more  I  discovered  of  the 

fanner,  the  more  \  admired  them  ;  the  more  I  know  of  the 

latter,  the  more  I  am  disgusted  with  them.     Men,  I  find  toi 

a  sort  of  beings  very  badly  constructed,  as  they  are  geotr 

Killy  more  easily  provoked  than  reconciled,  more  disposed 

^  to  do  mischief  to  each  other  than  to  make  reparation,  much 

'  oiore  easily  deceived   than   undeceived,   and  having  more 

'•    iiride  and  even  pleasure  in  killing  than  in  begetting .  on^ 

lHother;  for  without  a  blush  they  assemble  in  great  armiea 

,   at  noon-day  to  destroy,  and  when  they  have  killed  as  many  as 

\  tfcey  can,  they  exaggerate  the  number  to  augment  tlie  fancied 

glory  ;  but  they  creep  into  comers,  or  cover  themselves  witb 

the  darkness  of  night,  when,  they  mean  to  beget,  as  biding 

Sshamed  of  a  virtuous  action*    A  virtuous  action  it  would 

be,  and  a  vicious  one  the  killing  of  them,  if  the  species  were 

really  worth  producing  or  preserving ;  but  of  this  X  bc^in 

to  doubt.     I  know  you  have  no  such  doubts,  becai^e  i^ 

your  zeal  for  their  welfare,  you  are  taking  a  great  deal,  of 

jiaiQii.to  save  dieif  soulst     Perliaps  as  you  gcow. older,  you 

may  look  upon  this  as  a  hopeless  project,  or  anidle  amubc- 

ment,  repent  of  having  murdered  in  mepliitic  air  so  many 
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honesty  harmless  mice,  and  wish  that  to  prevent  mischief  you 
had  used  boys  and  girls  instead  of  them.  In  what  light  wf 
are  viewed  by  superior  beings^  may  be  gathered  frotis  a  piece 
of  late  West-India  news,  which  possibly  has  Aot  yet  r^a^feted 
you.  A  young  angel  of  distinction  being  sent  doWn  to  this  W6fid 
on  some  business^  for  the  first  tiroe^  had  an  old  coarier^pirit 
assigned  him  as  a  guide :  they  arrived  over  the  seas  of  Mar* 
tmico,  in  the  middle  of  the  long  day  of  obstinate  fight  B(M\ 
t^een  the  fleets  of  Rodney  and  De  Grasse.  When  throoj^*  \ 
the  clouds  of  smoke,  he  snw  the  fire  of  the  guns,  the  deekr 
covered  with  mangled  limbs,  and  bodies  dead  or  dying;  the 
ships  sinking,  burning,  or  blown  into  the  air ;  and  the  quan* 
tity  of  pain,  misery,  and  destruction,  the  crews  yet  alivift'  ^ 
were  thus  with  so  much  eagerness  dealing  round  to  one 
another,  he  turned  angrily  to  his  guide,  and  said,  *'  You 
bftmdering  blockhead,  you  are  ignorant  of  your  businesr^ 
you  undertook  to  conduct  me  to  the  earth,  and  you  heve 
brought  me  into  hell !"  ^^  No,  Sir,"  says  the  guide,  <'  I  bavtf 
nade  no  niiistake ;  this  is  really  the  earth,  and  these  ar^  men. 
Devils  never  treat  one  another  in  this  cruel  manner  ;^  theyt 
have  more  sense,  and  more  of  ivbat  men  (vainlyX  ball 
humanity." 

But  to  be  serious,  my  dear  old  friend,  I  love  you  as  mucfi 
as  ever,  and  I  love  all  tlie  honest  souls  that  meet  at  the 
London  Coffee-House.  I  only  wonder  bow  it  happened 
that  they  and  my  other  friends  in  England  came  to  be  tucb 
good  creatures  in  the  midst  of  so  perverse  a  generation,  't 
long  to  see  them  and  you  once  more,  and  I  labor  for  peace 
with  more  earnestness,  that  I  may  again  be  happy  in  your 
sweet  society, 

1  ahowed  jour  letter  to  the  Duke  de  la  Rocbefoucault, 
w^ho  thinks  mtth  me  that  the  new  experiments  you  have  made 
are  extremely  turious^  and  he  has  given  me  ther(nipoo  a  vote 
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nUch  I  enclose,  and  I  request  yon  would  furnish  me  widi 
the  anai^er  desired. 

J, -Yesterday  tlie  .Cimnt  du  Nord^  was  at  the  Academy  jof 
Scieodesy  when  sundry  experiments  were  exhibited  fonfaii 
^tertainment ;  among  them,  oue  by  M.  lAvoisier,  to-sboiw 
Ihftt -the  strongest  fire  we  yet  know  is  made  in  .a  chardoal 
bkMSfi  upon  wkh  depblogisticated  air.  In  a  heat  so  pro^ 
dnced^  he  melted  platiifl  presently,  the  fire  being  much  moitt 
yowerfiilthan  that  of  die  strongest  burning  mirror.  Adieu^ 
«m1  believe  me  ever,  your'a  most  affectionately,  ^ 

«-•  B.Franklin. 

To  Dr.  Shipley,  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph.* 

Passi^,  June  10,  17^2. 
I  received  and  read  the  letter  from  my  dear  and 
much  respected  friend,  with  infinite  pleasure.    After  so  long 

■**'■  •■'■■■  -  ■  ■   ,  ^  -  ^ ,  -  - 

.  '*  The  Grand  Duke  of  Russia,  afterwards' Emperur  Paul  I. 
**  Jonathan  Shipley  took  his  degrees  at  Christ  Church,  anfl  In 
1T49f  was  made  Prebendary  of  Wiucbester.  After  traveliiog,  la 
1745,  with  tiMi  Duke  of  CugnberlaDd,  be  was  promoted  in  1749  to  a 
(lanonry  at  Christ  Church,  became  Dean  of  Wiuchester  in  1760^ 
and  in  1769  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph.  He  was  author  of  some  elegit 
verses  on  the  death  of  Queen  Caroline,  and  published  besides,  some 
poems  and  sermons,  and  died  in  1788. 

*  He  was  an  intimate  and  much  esteemed  friend  of  Dr.  FrankHn^ 
ahd'a  warm  and  eloquent  advocate  in  parliament  in  favor  of  Anki^ 
fica.  Of  the  latter  his  "*  Speech  intended  to  lune  been  spoken**  on  the 
Vm  for  altering  the  charter  of  the  colony  of  Massachusetts  9^ 
printed  for  Cadell  in  1774)  remains  an  honorable  testimony*., ^t 
has  been  thus  noticed  by  a  contemporary  writer :— "  Among  all  the ' 
productions,  ancient  or  modern,  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  ah 
instance  of  more  consummate  elegance  than  in  a  !jprinted  speech 
intended-to  bespoken  in  the  House  of  lords.*  ^fiifroductUm  iQ 
J^warin^tSMm^tfB&t) 
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«  silence^  and  the  lof^  continuance  of  itsunfortiuttle  caiMt^ 
a  line  from  you  was  a  prognostic  of  happier  times  ^appraaeH^ 
hg,  when  we  may  converse  and  communicate  freeljry 'tK^itMoUt 
iktiger  from  the  malevolence  of  men  enraged  bj  theitt  MMV 
cesff  of  their  distracted  projects.  ■-*'    •^unf 

'  1  long  witfa  you  for  the  return  of  peace,  t>n  the;  genwfi 
principles  of  humanity.  The  hope  of  being  able  to  pmaA 
few  more  of  my  last  days  happy  in  the  ^weet  eonvertttiDiti 
and  company  I  once  enjoyed  at  Twyford/  is  a  paftic«litr 
motive  that  adds  strength  to  the  general  wish,  and  quickflBS 
my  industry  to  procure  that  best  of  blessings.  After  mveh 
occasion  to  consider  the  folly  and  mischiefs  of  a  state  of 
warfare,  and  the  little  or  no  advantage  obtained  even  by  those 
nations  who  have  conducted  it  with  the  most  success,  I  hvfe 
been  apt  to  think  that  there  has  never  been,  nor  ever  will  be, 
any  such  thing  as  a  good  war,  or  a  bad  peace. 

You  ask  if  I  still  relish  my  old  studies  ?  I  relish  them^ 
but  I  cannot  pursue  them.  My  time  is  engrossed  unhappily 
with  other  concerns.  I  requested  of  the  congress  last  year, 
my  discharge  from  this  public  station,  that  1  might  enjqjF  a 
little  leisure  in  the  evening  of  a  long  life  of  buajjiess;  but  il 
was  refused  me,  and  I  have  been  obliged  to  drudge  on  a 
little  longer. 

You  are  happy  as  your  years  come  on,  in  having  that  Sew 
imd  most  amiable  family  about  you.  Four  daughters  !  Kow 
rich!  I  have  but  one,  and  she  uec^sarily  detained  fromj^^ip 
At  a  tlioiisand  leagues  distance*  I  feel  the  want  of  that  ten^ 
der  care  of  me  which  might  be  expected  from  a  daughtier, 
and  Mould  give  the  world  for  one.  Your  shades  are' iA 
placed  in  a  row  over  my  fire-place,  so  that  I  not  only  haVe 
you  always  in  my  mind,  but  constantly  before  my  eyes.  .! 
■W'>'"V'  ,"  ■■n.'  '  ;!v'^' '  '■  ■  '■  '  '  '  —  I  ■^■i.f  I  ■  iifi  ^fii; 
i  The  country  residence  of  t^^Jfi^^m     ^.  ^'   ^-  •  ^u 


1^  CWBB  of  liberty  and  Amerioi  ba4  been  greatly  obliged 
iQ  jKHi*  I  bope  you  will  live  long  to  see  that  couDtry  flo- 
jvifib.  under  iti  new  constitution^  which  1  am  sure  will  give 
you  great  pleasure.  Will  you  permit  me  to  express  anothcir 
iiope,  that  now  your  friends  are  in  power,  they  will  take  thp 
4rat  opportunity  of  showing  the  sense  they  ought  to  have  of 
)?QMr  virtue  and  your  merit! 

:.  Please  to  make  my  best  respects  acceptable  to  Mrs* 
Shipley^  and  embrace  for  me  tenderly  all  our  dear  childi!eQ« 
With  the  utmost  esteem,  respect,  and  veneration,  1  am  ever^ 
my  dear  friend,  yours  most  a&ctionately, 

B.  Franklin.  , 

To  Dr.  Tngenhausz.* 

Reflections  on  misunderstandings  betvseen  friends— M.  La* 

voisier*s  experiment — American  affairs, 

(Extract.)  Passy,  June  21,  1782. 

I  am  sorry  that  any  misunderstanding  should  arise 

between  you  and  Dr. .     The  indiscretions  of  friends 

on  both  sides  often  occasion  such  misunderstandings.  When 
ihey  produce  public  altercations,  the  ignorant  are  diverted  at 
the  expense  of  the  learned.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  you  will 
<imit  the  polemic  piece  in  your  French  edition,  and  take  no 
public  notice  of  the  improper  behavior  of  your  friend ;  but 
go  on  with  your  excellent  experiments,  produce  facts,  im- 
prove science,  and  do  good  to  mankind.  Reputation  will 
follow,  and  the  little  injustices  of  contemporary  laborers  will 
be  forgotten :  my  example  may  encourage  you,  or  else  ,1 
should  not  mention  it.  You  know  that  when  my  papers 
were  first  published,  the  Abb6  Nollet,  then  high  in  reputation, 
attacked  them  in  a  book  of  letters.    An  answer  was  expected 

^  John  Imoembausz,  F.R.S.  an  eminent  physkianvand  chemist, 
born  at  Brcila,  1790,  died  in  1799.  '^ 
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fromme,  but  I  made  none^  to  tliat  book  nor  to  any  other. 
They  are  now  ^11  neglectfed,  and  the  truth  seems  to  be  estn- 
blirfied :  you  can  always  employ  your  time  better  tfian  in 
polemics. 

Monsieur  Lavoisier  the  other  day  showed  an  experioient 
at  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  to  tlie  Comte  du  Nord,  that  is 
said  to  be  curious.  He  kindled  an  hollow  charcoal,  and  blew 
into  it  a  stream  of  dephlogisticated  air.  In  this  focus,  which 
is  said  to  be  the  hottest  6re  human  art  has  yet  been  able  to 
produce,  he  melted  platina  in  a  few  minutes* 

Our  American  affairs  wear  a  better  aspect  now  than  at  anf 
time  heretofore.  Our  councils  are  perfectly  united;  our 
people  all  armed  and  disciplined.  Much  and  frequent  ser* 
vice  as  militia,  has  indeed  made  them  all  soldiers.  Our  end- 
mies  are  much  diminished,  and  reduced  to  two  or  three  gaiw 
risons ;  our  conmierce  and  agriculture  florisb.  England  at 
length  sees  the  difficulty  of  conquering  us,  and  no  longer 
demands  submission^  but  asks  for  peace.  She  would  now 
think  herself  happy  to  obtain  a  federal  union  with  us,  and 
will  endeavfH*  it ;  but  perhaps  will  be  disappointed,  as  it  is 
the  interest  pf  all  Europe  to  prevent  it.  I  last  yeVirequested 
of ,  congress  to  release  me  from  this  service,  that  I  might 
spend  the  evening  of  life  more  agreeably  in  philosophic  leisure; 
but  I  was  refused.  If  I  had  succeeded,  it  was  my  intentioii 
to  make  the  tour  of  Italy,  with  my  grandson,  pass  into  Ger- 
many, and  spend  some  time  happily  with  you,  whom  I  have 
always  loved,  ever  since  I  knew  you,  with  uninterrupted 
affection.  We  have  lost  our  common  friend,  the  excellent 
Pringle ! '     How  many  pleasing  hours  you  and  I  have  passed 

'  Sir  John  Pringle^  Bart,  born  io  Roxburghshire,  in  ITOT,  physician 
to  the  queen's  household,  afterwards  to  the  king,  and  president  toThe 
Royal  Society;  died  in  178f.    He  wrote  ^^Obsertafionson  Dhea$fs  nf 
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together  in  his  company !  1  mast  soon  foUow  him^  beiof 
DOW  IB  my  seventy-seventh  year ;  but  you  have  yet  a  prospect 
of  many,  years  of  usefulness  still  before  you>  which  I  hopt 
you  will  fully  enjoy ;  and  I  am  persuaded  you  will  ever  luiidly 
remember  your  truly  affectionate  friend, 

B.Franklin. 

To  Miss  Alexander. 
(Extract.)  P^^f  June  24,  1782* 

<<  I  am  not  at  all  displeased  that  the  thesis  and  dedi- 
'«ation  with  which  we  were  threatened  are  blown  over,  for  I 
dislike  much  all  sorts  of  mummery.    Jhe  republic  of  letters 
^s  gained  no  reputation,  whatever  else  it  may  have  gained,  by 
the  commerce  of  dedications  :  I  oever  made  one,  and  I  never 
desired  that  one  should  be  made  to  me.     When  I  submitted 
4o  receive  this,  it  was  from  the  bad  habit  I  have  long  had  of 
'doing  every  thing  that  ladies  desire  me  to  do :  there  is  no 
refusing  any  thing  to  Madame  la  Marck,  nor  to  you.     1  have 
been  to  pay  my  respects  to  that  amiable  lady,  not  merely 
because  it  was  a  compliment  due  to  her,  but  because  I  love 
her,  whioll  induces  me  to  excuse  her  not  letting  me  in ;  the 
same  reason  I  should  have  for  excusing  your  faults,  if  you 
bad  any.     1  have  not  seen  your  papa  since  the  receipt  of 
your  pleasing  letter,  so  could  arrange  nothing  with  him  rc«^ 
specting  the  carriage.     During  seven  or  eight  days  I  shall  be 
very  busy :  after  that  you  shall  hear  from  me,  and  the  carriage 
shall  be  at  your  service.  How  could  you  think  of  writing  Ukwt 
•bout  chimneys  and  fires,  in  such  weather  as  this !     Now  is 
tte  time  for  the  frugal  lady  you  mention  to  save  her  wnknl, 
obtain  plus  de  chaleur,  and  lay  it  up  against  winter,  as  people 
do  ice  against  summer.     Frugality  is  an  enriching  virtue ;  a 
virtue  I  never  could  acquire  in  myself :  but  I  was  once  lucky 
enough  to  find  it  in  a  wife,  who  thereby  became  a  ic^une  to 
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me.  Do  you  possess  it  i  If  you  do^  and  I  were  twenty  yean 
j^OBgetf  I  would  gWe  your  father  one  thousand  guiBcaa  fiar 
you.  I  know  you  would  be  worth  more  to  me  as  a  mimmgh§i 
but  I  am  covetous  and  love  good  bargains.  Adieu,  any  dear 
friend,  and  believe  me  ever  yours  most  affectionately,      . 

B.Franklin. 

To  Mr.  Button.' 

Relative  to  the  murder  ofeome  Moravian  Indiam. 

My  old  and  dear  Friend,  Po^ift  J^fy79 1782. 

A  letter  written  by  you  to  M.  Bertin,  ministre  d*£tat, 
containing  an  account  of  the  abominable  murders  cominifled 
by  some  of  the  frontier  people  on  the  poor  Moravian  Indiaris, 
has  given  me  infinite  pain  and  vexation.  The  dispensatiotia 
of  Providence  in  this  world  puzzle  my  weak  reason :  I  caniiot 
comprehend  why  cruel  men  should  have  been  permitted  thtis 

.  '  James  Uutton^  son  of  Doctor  Uutton,  (who  in  the  early  paftiOf 
his  life  had  been  a  bookseller)  was  for  many  years  secretary  to  the 
socie^  of  Moravians.  He  died  April  95|  1795»  in  his  80th  \earj,  at 
Oxstead  Cottage,  Surry ;  and  was  buried  in  the  Moravian  cemetery  at 
Chelsea.  He  was  a  well-known  character,  and  very  generally  esteem- 
ed, {le  was  a  faithful  brother  of  the  Moravian  fratenity  fifly'-five 
years;  the  latter  part  of  his  life  was  spent  literally  in  going  about 
^doing  good,  and  his  charities  were  confined  to  no  sect.  He  mairiad 
a  lady  of  the  Moravian  nation  and  religion,  but  bad  no  children,  and 
was  a  widower  some  years  before  his  death.  Mr^  Hiitton  possessed 
strong  sense,  with  quick  feelings  and  apprehensions,  which  the  Dlu- 
mination  of  hts  countenance  evinced  even  at  seventy,  though  his 
difficulty  of  hearing  was  such,  that  he  could  only  converse  by  the 
asttstance  of  an  ear-trumpet. '  He  was  highly  esteemed  by  thair  pie- 
sent  majesties,  and  well  known  to  many  of  the  nobility  and  men  of 
letters :  nor  was  he  refused  admitunce  to  the  highest  ranks,  (even  at 
Buckingham  House)  though  his  ardent  benevolence  inclined  him 
greatly  to  neglect  his  own  dress,  that  he  might  the  better  ieedihe 
hubgry  and  cover  the  naked.  ' 

▼ot.i.  H 
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to  destroy  their  fellow-creatures.  Some  of  the  Indians  tnay 
be  supposed  to  have  committed  sins^  but  one  cahnot  think  the 
little  children  had  committed  any  worthy  of  death.  Why  has 
a  single  man  in  England,  who  happens  to  loTe  blood,  and  to 
hate  Americans,  been  permitted  to  gratify  that  bad  temper  by 
hiring  German  murderer^,  and  joining  them  with  his  own,  to 
destroy  in  a  continued  course  of  bloody  years,  near  100,000 
human  creatures,  many  of  them  possessed  of  useful  talents, 
virtues^  and  abilities,  to  which  hie  has  n6  pretension  ?  It  is 
he  who  has  furnished  the  savages  with  hatchets  and  scalping 
knives,  and  engages  them  to  fall  upon  our  defenceless  farmers, 
and  murder  them  with  their  wives  and  children,  paying  for 
their  scalps,  of  which  the  account  kept  in  America  already 
amounts,  as  I  have  heard,  to  near  tuo- thousand !  Pertiaps 
the  people  of  the  frontiers,  exasperated  by  the  cruelties  of  the 
Indians,  have  been  induced  to  kill  all  Indians  that  fall  into 
their  hands  without  distinction  ;  so  that  even  these  horrid  mur- 
ders of  our  poor  Moravians  may  be  laid  to  his  charge.  And 
yet  this  man  lives,  enjoys  all  the  good  things  this  world  can 
aiFord,  and  is  surrounded  by  flatterers  who  keep  even  his  coni- 
science  quiet  by  telling  him  he  is  the  best  of  priu<;es !  1 
wonder  at  ibis,  but  I  cannot  therefore  part  with  the  comfort'^ 
able  belief  of  a  divine  Providence ;  and  the  more  I  see  the 
impossibility^  fi-om  the  number  and  extetit  of  his  crimes,  of 
giving  equivalent  punishment  to  a  wicked  man  in  ttiis  life,  the 
more  I  am  convinced  of  a  future  state,  in  which  all  that  here 
appears  to  be  wrong  shall  be  set  right,  all  that  is  crooked 
made  straight.  In  this  faith  let  you  and  I,  my  dear  fnend, 
comfort  ourselves ;  it  is  the  only  comfort  in  the  present  dark 
scenes  of  things  that  is  allowed  us. 

1  shall  not  fail  to  write  to  the  government  of  Ainerica> 
urging  that  effectual  care  may  be  taken  to  protect  and  save 
the  remaiinder  of  those  unhappy  people. 
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Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  received  a  Philadelphia 
paper,  containing  some  account  of  the  same  horrid  transae^ 
tion,  a  little  different,  and  some  circumstances  alleged  as 
excuses  or  palliations,  but  extremely  weak  and  insufficient. 
I  send  it  to  you  enclosed.  With  great  and  sincere  esteem^  I 
am  ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin.  » 


To  THE  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  ap  the 
United  States. 

The  birth  of  the  Dauphin— Capt.  Jsgill—M.  Toward^n 
Allowances   to   Mr.   Temple   Franklin — Contingent  ear- 
pefises — Enclosures. 

Sir,  Fassy,  Sept.  3,  1762. 

I  have  just  received  your  No,  13,  dated  the  23d  of 
June.  The  accounts  of  the  general  sentiments  of  our  people  « 
respecting  propositions  from  England,  and  the  rejoicings  oq 
tlie  birth  of  the  Dauphin,  give  pleasure  here ;  and  it  affords 
me  much  satisfaction  to  find  the  conduct  of  congress  approved 
by  all  that  hear  or  speak  of  it,  and  to  see  all  the  marks  of  a 
constantly  growing  regard  for  us,  and  confidence  in  us,  among 
those  in  whom  such  sentiments  are  most  to  be  desired. 

I  hope  the  affair  of  Captain  Asgill  was  settled  as  it  ought 
to  be,  by  the  punishment  of  Lippincut.  Applications  have 
been  made  here  to  obtain  letters  in  favor  of  the  young  gen^ 
tieman.  Enclosed  I  send  you  a  copy  of  the  answer  I  gave 
to  tliat  made  to  me. 

I  had  before  acquainted  M.  Tousard,  that  his  pension 
would  be  paid  in  America,  and  there  qnly,  it  being  unreason- 
able to  expect  that  the  congress  should  open  a  pay-office  in 
every  part  of  the  world  where  pensioners  should  choose  to 
reside.    I  ^all  communicate  to  him  that  part  of  your  lettec«. 
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Yoa  wish  to  know  what  allowance  I  make  to  my  private 
secretary.  My  grandson,  W.  Temple  Franklin,  dme  over 
with  me,  served  me  as  private  secretary  during  the  time  of 
the  commissioners,  and  no  secretary  to  the  commission  arriv- 
ing, though  we  had  been  made  to  expect  one,  he  did  busineas 
for  us  all,  and  this  without  any  allowance  for  his  services, 
though  both  Mr.  Lee  and  Mr.  Deane  at  times  mentioned  it 
to  me  as  a  thing  proper  to  be  done,  and  a  justice  due  to  him. 
When  I  became  appointed  sole  minister  here,  and  the  whole 
Business  which  the  commissioners  had  before  divided  with  id'e 
€ame  into  my  hands,  I  was  obliged  to  exact  more  service 
^ftom  him,  and  he  was  indeed,  by  being  so  long  in  the  btisi- 
ness,  become  capable  of  doing  more.  At  length,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1781,  considering  lus  constant  cliose 
attention  to  the  duties  required  of  him,  and  his  having  thereby 
missed  the  opportunity  of  studying  the  law,  for  which  he  had 
lieen  intended,  I  determined  to  make  him  some  compensa* 
tion  for  the  time  past,  and  fix  some  appointment  for  the  time 
to  come,  till  the  pleasure  of  congress  respecting  him  should 
be  taken.  I  accordingly  settled  an  account  with  him ;  alk>w- 
ing  him  from  the  beginning  of  December  1776,  to  the  end  of 
1777,  the  sum  of  3400  livres  ;  and  for  the  year  1 778,  the  svan 
of  4000  livres ;  for  1779,  4300  livres;  and  for  1780,  6000 
livres :  since  that  time,  I  have  allowed  him  at  the  rate  of  300 
louis  per  annum,  being  what  I  saw  had  been  allowed  by  con- 
gress to  the  secretary  of  Mr.  William  Lee,  who  could  not  have 
had,  1  imagine,  a  fourth  part  of  the  business  to  go  through ; 
smce  my  secretary,  besides  the  writing  and  copying  the  pa- 
pers relative  to  my  common  ministerial  transactions,  has  had 
all  those  occasioned  by  my  acting  in  the  various  employments 
of  jwdge  of  admiralty,  consul,  purchaser  of  goods  for  the 
public.  Sec.  besides  that  of  the  acceptor  of  the  congress  bills, 
a  business  that  requires  being  always  at  home ;  bills  coming 
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by  post  from  different  ports  and  countries^  and  often  reqnir- 
ing  immolate  answers,  whether  good  or  not ;  and  to  that  end, 
it  being  necessary  to  examine  them  by  the  books  exactly  kept 
of  all  preceding  acceptations,  in  order  to  detect  double  pre- 
sentatiousy  which  happen  very  frequently,  the  great  number 
of  these  bills  makes  almost  sufficient  business  for  one  person, 
and  the  confinement  they  occasion  is  such  that  we  cannot 
allow  ourselves  a  day's  excursion  into  the  country,  and  the 
want  of  exercise  has  hurt  our  healths  in  several  instances^' 
Tht  congress  pay  much  larger  salaries  to  some  secretaries^ 
who  I  believe  deserve  them,  but  not  more  than  my  grandson 
does ;  the  comparatively  small  one  I  have  allowed  to  hiin>* 
his  fidelity,  exactitude  and  address  in  transacting  business, 
being  really  what  one  could  wish  in  such  an  officer,  and  the 
genteel  appearance  a  young  gentleman  in  his  station  obliges 
him  to  make,  requiring  at  least  such  an  income.  I  do  not 
mention  the  extraordinary  business  that  has  been  impos^ 
upon  us  in  this  embassy  as  a  foundation  for  demanding  higb^ 
salaries  than  others.  I  never  solicited  for  a  public  offlib 
either  for  myself  or  any  relative,  yet  I  never  refused  one  that 
I  was  capable  of  executing,  when  public  service  was  in  ques^ 
tion ;  and  I  never  bargained  for  salary,  but  contented  myself 
with  whatever  my  constituents  were  pleased  to  allow  me. 
The  congress  will  therefore  consider  every  article  charged  in 
my  account  distinct  from  the  salary  originally  voted,  not  as 
what  I  presumed  to  insist  upon,  but  as  what  I  propose  only 
for  raeir  consideration,  and  they  will  allow  what  they  diiuk 
proper.  You  desire  an  accurate  estimate  of  those  contingent 
'  expenses.  I  enclose  copies  of  two  letters  which  passed  be* 
tween  Mr.  Adams  and  me  on  the  subject,  and  show  the  articles 
Gvf  which  they  consist.  Their  amount  in  different  years  may  be 
fidund  in  my  accounts,  except  the  article  of  house-rent^  which 
has  never  yet  been  settled,  M.  de  Chaumont,  our  landlord. 
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•  hftVing  originally  proposed  to  leave  it  till  the  end  of  the  war, 
and  then  to  accept  for  it  a  piece  of  American  land  irom  the 
congress,  such  as  they  might  judge  equivalent :  if  the  congress 
did  intend  all  contingent  charges  whatevfp:  to  be  included  in 
tb^  salary,  and  do  not  think  proper  to  pay  on  the  whole  so 
much,  in  that  case  I  would  humbly  suggest  that  the  saving 
may  be  most  conveniently  made  by  a  diminution  of  the  salary, 
leaving  the  contingencies  to  be  charged ;  because  they  may 
necessarily  be  very  different  in  different  years,  and  in  different 
courts.  I  have  been  the  more  diffuse  on  this  subject,  as 
your  letter  gave  me  occasion  for  it,  and  it  is  probably  the  last 
«time  I  shall  mention  it 

Be  fJeased  to  present  my  dutiful  respects  to  congress ; 
aftsure  them  of  my  best  services^  and  believe  me  to  be,  with 
sineere  esteem,  8cc.  B.  Franklin. 

P.  S.  As  you  will  probably  lay  this  letter  before  coii« 
gress,  I  take  the  liberty  of  joining  to  it  an  extract  of  my  letter 
A^e  president,  of  the  12th  of  March,  1781,  and  of  repeat- 
itig  my  request  therein  contained,  relative  to  my  grandson. 
I  enclose  likewise  extracts  of  letters  from  Messrs.  Jay  and 
Laurens,  which  both  show  the  regard  those  gentlemen  have  for 
biiD,  and  their  desire  of  his  being  noticed  by  the  congress/ 

B.  Franklin. 

To  Sir  Joseph  Banks, 
President  of  the  Royal  Society,  London. 

Dear  Sir,  P^^^^V/^  Sept.  9,  178C. 

I  have  just  received  the  very  kind  friendly  letter 
you  were  so  good  as  to  write  to  me  by  Dr.  Broussonnet. 
Be  assured  that  I  long  earnestly  for  a  return  of  those  peace- 
ful times  when  I  could  sit  down  in  sweet  society  with  my 

'  See  pages  78  and  80  of  this  Toluinc. 
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English  philosophical  friends,  communicating  to  each  othff 
new  discoveries,  and  proposing  improvements  of  old  oofm 
ail  tending  to  extend  the  power  of  man  over  matter,  avert. p^ 
diminish  the  evils  ^  is  subject  to,  or  augment  the  numberof 
bis  enjoyments.  Much  more  happy  should  I  be  thifs .eao^i 
ployed  in  your  most  desirable  company,  than  iu  that  oj^  all 
the  grandees  of  the  earth  projecting  plaps  of  niischief,  how^ 
ever  necessary  they  may  be  supposed  for  obtsiiniug  grater 
good,  ., 

I  am  glad  to  learn  by  the  Doctor  that  your  great  wprlsL 
goes  on.  I  admire  your  magnanimity  in  the  undertakiiigi 
and  the  perseverance  with  which  you  have  prosecuted  it. 

I  Join  with  you  most  perfectly  in  the  charming  wish  yot| 
so  well  express,  '^  that  such  measures  may  be  taken  by  botI|. 
parties  a^  may  tend  to  the  elevation  of  both,  rather  than  the 
destruction  of  either."     If  any  thing  has  happened  endanger- 
ing one  of  them,  my  comfort  is,  that  1  endeavored  eamestlil^ 
to  prevent  it,  and  gave  hoiiest,  faithful  advice,  which,  if  it  ha^ 
been  regarded,  would  have  been  effectual.  And  still,  if  propf|i 
means  are  used  to  produce,  not  only  a  peace,  but  what  is 
much   more   interesting,  a  thorough  reconciliation^  a  few 
years  may  heal  the  wounds  that  have  been  made  in  our  hap^. 
piness,  and  produce  a  degree  of  prosperity  of  which  at  present 
we  can  hardly  form  a  conception.     With  great  and  sincere 
esteem  and  respect,  I  am,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  and 
most  humble  servant,  B.  Franklin. 

To  F.  HoPKiNsoN,  Esq.  Philadelphia. 

Planting  trees  in  Philadelphia — Newspaper  abuse. 

(Extract.)  Passy^  Dec.  24,  1782. 

''  1  thank  you  for  your  ingenious  ^aper  in  favor  of 
the  trees.  I  own  I  now  wish  we  had  two  rows  of  them  in 
every  one  of  our  streets.    The  comfortable  shelter  they 
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would  afford  us^  when  walking,  from  our  burning  summer 
suns,  and  the  greater  coolness  of  oQr  walls  and  pavements, 
would,  I  conceive,  in  the  improved  health  of  die  inhabifamlsj 
amply  compensate  the  loss  of  a  honse  omv  and  then  by  fire, 
if  audi  should  be  the  consequence :  but  a  tree  is  soon  felled; 
and  as  axes  are  at  hand  in  every  neighborhood,  may  be  down 
before  the  engines  arrive. 

You  do  well  to  avoid  being  concerned  in  the  pieces  of 
personal  abuse,  so  scandalously  common  in  our  newspapers> 
that!  am  afraid  to  lend  any  of  them  here,  till  I  have  examined 
and  laid  aside  such  as  would  disgrace  us,  and  subject  vi 
among  strangers  to  a  reflection  like  that  used  by  a  gentleman 
in  a  coffee-house  to  two  quarrellers,  who  after  a  mutuaDj  free 
use  of  the  words  rogue,  villain,  rascal,  scoundrel,  &€.  seemed 
as  if  they  would  refer  their  dispute  to  him :  **  I  know  nothing 
of  yoti,  or  your  aflairs,"  said  he;  '^  I  only  perceive  thai  yoU 
Jimom  (me  another.*' 

The  conductor  of  a  newspaper  should,  methinks,  consider 
liiaisdf  as  in  some  degree  die  guardian  of  hb  country's  re^ 
piitation,  and  refuse  to  insert  such  wriHiigs  as*  may  hurt  it. 
If  people  will  print  their  abases  of  one  anodier,  let  them 
do  it  in  little  pampidets,  and  distribute  them  where  diey  diink 
proper.  It  is  absurd  to  trouble  all  the  world  with  them, 
and  unjust  to  subscribers  in  dbtant  places,  to  stuff  their 
paper  with  matters  so  unprofitable  and  so  disagreeable/ 
With  sincere  esteem  and  affection,  I  am,  my  dear  friend,  ever 
yours,  B.Franklin. 

'  A  law  to  forbid  and  to  punish  newspaper  calumny  would  now 
be  styled,  an  Infringement  of  the  JUheHy  of  the  Preui  but  tkii  liberty 
of  the  press  consisting  merely  in  the  Uherty  that  perhaps  fifty  persons 
in  a  community,  who  are  capable  of  writing  for  the  public,  claim  ef 
abasing  at  their  pleasure  all  the  rest  who  <cannet  write,  one  would 
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To    *  *  *  '        ^  ".^' 

Thanking    him  for    hu  works — Criminal   lams^^n:  ii$ 
project  of  removing  /-  America. 

Sir,  Passyy  Jf'n.  11,  1785;    • 

The  lettef  yoa  did  me  the  honor  of  writing  to  kM 
in  August  last  came  to  my  hands  when  1  lay  ill  of  two'  pain*- 
ful  disorders,  which  confined  me  near  three  months,  imd  witK 
the  multiplicity  of  business  that  followed^  obliged  me  Id 
postpone  much  of  my  correspondence.  1  hav6  yesterday 
received  a  second  letter  from  you,  and  I  now  without  forther 
delay  sit  down  to  answer  them  both.  -  ^    ' 

The  two  first  volumes  of  your  excellent  work,  which  weM 
put  into  my  hands  by  M.  Pio,  I  perused  with  great  pleasiitiei 
They  are  also  much  esteemed  by  some  very  judicious  peMbtts 
to  whom  I  have  lent  them.  I  should  have  been  glad  <tf 
another  copy  for  one  of  those  friends,  who  is  very  desinMii 
of  procuring  it,  but  I  suppose  those  you  mention  lo  have 
sent  to  M.  Pio,  did  noli  arrive.  I  was  glad  to  learn,  tWt 
you  were  proceeding  to  consider  the  .criminal  lawsi  Nonet 
have  more  need  of  reformation.  They  are  everywhere  ib 
so  great  disorder,  and  so  much  injustice  is  committed  in  the 
execution  of  them,  that  I  have  been  sometimes  inclined  to 
imi^iBe  less  would  exist  in  the  world  if  there  were  no  such 
laws,  and  the  pimiriiment  of  injuries  were  left  to  private  fe- 
sentuient.  1  am  glad  therefore,  that  you  have  not  sufiertd 
yourself  to  be  discouraged  by  any  objections  or  apprehen- 

think  that  even  a  writer  who  had  a  moderate  share  of  good-nature 
with  common  sensibility,  should  think  it  no  had  bargain  if  he  were, 
to  ghre  up  his  tikerty  of  ahasing  others,  in  exchange  for  the  prMkge 
ef  not  being  abused  himself. 
.     [See  oho  a  Letter  "  On  the  Abtue  nf  the  Freur  Manh  30, 1788.] 
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sion^  and  that  we  may  soon  expect  the  satiafiEiction  of  seeing 
tibe  two  volumes  on  that  subject  which  you  have  now  under 
the  press. 

With  regard  to  your  project  of  removing  to  America^ 
though  I  am  sure  that  a  person  of  your  knowledge,  just 
aeatiinents,  and  useful  talents,  would  be  a  valuable  acquisition 
for  our  countT}',  I  cannot  encourage  you  to  undertake  hastily 
such  a  voyage,  because  for  a  man  to  expatriate  himself  is  a 
serious  business,  and  should  be  well  considered,  especially 
where  the  distance  is  so  great,  and  the  expense  of  removing 
thither  with  a  family,  and  of  returning  if  the  country  should 
not  suit  you,  will  be  so  heavy.  1  have  no  orders  or  authority 
of  any  kind  to  encourage  strangers  with  expectations  of  em- 
ployment by  our  government,  nor  am  I  empowered  to  be 
at  any  expense  in  transporting  them,  though  our  country  is 
open,  and  strangers  may  establish  themselves  there,  where 
diey  soon  become  citizens,  and  are  respected  according  to 
their  conduct.  Men  know,  because  they  feel,  the  inconve- 
DMiceQ  of  their  present  situation ;  but  they  do  not  know 
diose  that  may,  if  they  change,  attend  the  new  one,  I  wish 
therefore  you  could  see  that  country  by  yourself>  before  you 
carry  thither  the  lady  with  whom  you  propose  to  be  united 
in  marriage.  You  will  then  be  able  to  form  a  good  judgment 
how  far  the  removal  is  likely  to  be  advantageous,  and  may 
proceed  on  surer  grounds.  England  has  now  acknowledged 
our  independence,  and  the  sovereignty  of  oiu-  government ; 
and  several  states  of  Europe,  who  think  a  commerce  with  us 
may  be  beneficial  to  them,  are  preparing  to  send  ministers  to 
reside  near  the  congress.  I  think  it  is  possible  to  establish 
a  profitable  trade  between  the  kingdoms  of  Naples  and 
America.  Should  your  court  be  of  that  opinion,  and  think 
fit  to  employ  some  one  to  visit  our  several  states,  and  take 
information  of  our  productions  and  wants,  the  nature  of  our 
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commerce^  Sec.  tac,  perhaps  it  could  not  find  a  fitter  person 
than  yourself  for  such  a  mission  :  I  would  afford  you  alt  tto 
assistance  in  my  power  towards  its  due  execution ;  and  b;f 
this  means  your  voyage  would  not  only  be  without  expense 
to  you,  but  might  afford  you  some  profit. 

With  great  and  sincere  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be^ 
sir,  8(c.  B.  Franklin. 

To  David  BARctAY,  Esq.  London. 

Dear  Sir,  Pas^,  Jan.  8,  1783. 

I  received  yesterday  your  favor  of  the  27di  past^ 
which  I  immediately  answer,  as  you  desire  to  know  soon  my 
opinion  respecting  the  publication  of  a  certain  paper.  I  see 
no  objection,  and  leave  it  entirely  to  your  discretion.  I  have 
had  several  letters  from  our  inestimable  friend  that  would  do 
him  honor,  as  they  generally  contained  some  schemes  and 
plans  for  the  public  good ;  but  they  were  left  among  mj 
papers  in  America^  and  I  know  not  how  those  have  fared  in 
our  troubles.  If  I  live  to  get  home,  I  will  send  you  what 
I  can  find ;  they  may  perhaps  serve  in  a  second  edition  of  the' 
work,  which  I  am  much  pleased  to  hear  is  undertaken  by  so 
good  a  hand,  and  that  it  will  have  the  benefit  of  your  inspeo-^ 
tion.  I  thank  you  for  the  pamphlet  you  sent  me.  It  is  fu)l 
of  good  sense,  and  I  doubt  not  had  great  effect,  as  the  aenti* 
ments  it  contains  soon  after  became  general.  ,  Your  frieiuk 
on  both  sides  the  Atlantic  may  be  assured  of  whatever  ju^ce 
or  favor  I  may  be  able  to  procure  for  them.  My  veneratioii 
for  William  Peup  is  not  less  than  yours ;  and  X  have  always 
had^reat  esteem  for  the  body  of  your  people.  With. great 
and  sincere  respect,  I  am. 

Dear  Sir,  . 
your  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  servant,^ 

B.  Franklin. 
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'  P:  S.  As  possibly  your  wet  htrvesl  may  bave  in  admcf 
1   .  phf«8  prodiiced  a  quautity  of  what  is  called  grown  corHf 

4  1  aend  you  enclosed  a  pamphlet  published  here  on  that  aub^ 

jec^  wbich  may  contain  some  useful  hints. 

To*»». 

Dear  Sir,  Passy^  March 9,  1783. 

Your  favor  of  the  25th  past  is  but  just  come  to 
band.  I  think  with  you,  that  the  making  you  pay  £3/.  for 
our  passport  is  a  shameful  imposition.  Your  secretaries  had 
2CX)  of  us,  in  exchange  for  as  many  of  theirs  indeed,  but  we 
had  no  occasion  for  a  quarter  of  the  number;  and  those  that 
were  wanted  we  gave  away  gratis.  There  is  no  bounds  to 
the  avidity  of  officers  in  old  corrupt  governments. 

Your  reasoning  is  right,  that  tliere  is  no  occasion  generally 
for  an  express  treaty  to  enable  subjects  of  different  states 
in  amity  to  trade  with  each  other.  But  in  the  present  case, 
you  know  you  have  acts  of  parliament  forbidding  you  to 
trade  with  us ;  and  our  people  have  acts  of  congress  forbid- 
^  ding  all  commerce  with  yours.  It  does  not  seem  clear  that 
a  treaty  of  peace  necessarily  repeals  these  acts.  A  late  act 
of  parliament  empowering  the  king  to  suspend  them,  implies 
tipat  otherwise  they  would  continue  in  force  till  repealed,  and 
tbey  are  not  as  yet  either  repealed  or  suspended.  It  is  pfo^ 
boble,  that  when  it  shall  be  known  in  America  that  they^afe 
repealed,  similar  repeals  'will  take  place  there.  Till  tb'^  I 
should  imagine  English  goods  landed  there  may  be  sulg^^t 
tb  confisc'aption.  But  if  your  ship  only  arrivea  'm  portyiind 
remains  without  breaking  bulk,  till  the  commerce  is  legally 
optDsA,  or  a  permission  to  land  and  store  them  obtaiaed^I 
should  suppose  they  would  be  safe^  though  1  have  not  the 
law  before  me,  therefore  cannot  sped:  positivdy.    It  is  pro- 


/' 
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babid  your  parliament  will  inunediately  take  off  the  restramt 
on  your  part,  and  considering  the  act  made  for  that  purpoKiry 
in  the  same  ship  with  your  goods  may  facilitate  and  «sp^ 
dite  the  taking  them  off  on  our  part.  I  enclose  a xecoBS* 
mendatory  letter  to  our  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  which  I 
hope,  if  there  should  be  occasioOi  may  be  of  service.  But 
no  passport  from  me  would  secure  your  goods  agunst  the 
operation  of  positive  laws  still  remaining  in  force, 

I  lament  the  distraction  in  your  public  counsels:  it  lowers 
the  nation  iii  the  general  esteem  of  Europe^  and  gives  a  degrc^ 
of  uncertainty  and  hazard  to  all  proposed  connexions  with  itr 
I  am,  with  great  and  sincere  esteem^  dear  sir,  your  most 
obecfient  and  most  humble  servant,  B.  Fran  klin. 

To  Mrs.  Hewson.' 

On  the  death  of  her  mother — Invitation  to  come  to  Passy. 

(Extract.)  Passy,  January  27, 1788.  ' 

"The  departure  of  my  dearest. friend/  which  I 
ieam  from  your  last  letter,  greatly  affects  me.  To  meet 
with  her  once  more  in  this  life  was  one  of  the  principal  mo- 
tives of  my  proposing  to  visit  England  again  before  my  retnm 
to  America.  The  last  year  carried  off  my  friends  Dr.  Pringjk 
and  Dr.  Fothergill,  and  Lord  Kaimes  and  Lord  Le  Di- 
spencer ;  this  has  begun  to  take  away  the  rest,  and  str3t€^ 
the  hardest.  Thus  the  ties  I  had  to  that  country,  and  indeed 
to  the  world  in  general,  are  loosened  one  by  one;  and  I 


■  Widow  of  the  eminent  anatomist  of  the  name,  and  f<Mmtfly 
Miss  6TEVERS0N,  to  whom  several  of  Dr*  FkranUio's  letters  on  philo- 
sophical sul^ects  are  addressed. 

*  Hefers  to  Mrs.  Hewsdn^s  mother. 
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iBliall  soon  Iiave  no  attachment  left  to  make  me  unwilling  to 
follow. 

I  intended  writing  when  I  sent  the  eleven  books,  but  lost 
the  time  in  fooking  for  the  first.  I  wrote  with  that;  and 
hope  it  came  to  hand.  I  therein  asked  your  counsel  about 
my  coming  to  £tigland :  on  reflection^  I  think  I  can,  from 
my  knowledge  of  your  prudence,  foresee  what  it  will  be  ; 
viz.  not  to  come  too  soon,  lest  it  should  seem  braving  and 
insulting  some  who  ought  to  be  respected;  I  shall  therefore 
omit  that  journey  till  I  am  near  going  to  America,  and  then 
just  step  over  to  take  leave  of  my  friends,  and  spend  a  few 
days  with  you.  I  purpose  bringing  Ben'  with  me,  and 
perhaps  may  leave  him  under  your  care. 

At  length  we  are  in  peace,  God  be  praised ;  and  long,, 
very  long  may  it  continue.  All  wars  are  follies,  very  expen- 
sive and  very  mischievous  ones  :  when  will  mankind  be  con- 
vinced of  this,  and  agree  to  settle  their  difl^erences  by  arbi- 
tration i  were  they  to  do  it  even  by  the  cast  of  a  dye,  it  would 
be  better  than  by  fighting  and  destroyii^  each  other. 

Spring  is  coming  on  when  travelling  >vill  be  delightfiil. 
Caa  you  not,  when  your  children  are  all  at  school,  make  a 
little  party  and  take  a  trip  hither  i  I  have  now  a  large  house, 
delightfully  situated,  in  which  1  could  accommodate  you  and 
two  or  thcee  friends ;  and  I  am  but  half  an  hour's  drive  from 
Paris. 

In  looking  frnward,  twenty-five  years  seem  a  long  period; 
but  in  looking  back,  how  short !  could  you  imagine  that  it 
is  now  full  a  quarter  of  a  century  since  we  were  first  iic- 
quaintedf  it  was  in  J  757-  During  the  greatest  partoTffie 
tiune  I  lived  in  the  same  house  with  my  dear  deceased  friend 


'  Benjamin  Franklin  Biache,  a  grandMO  of  Dr.  franklin,  by.  his 
daughter. 
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your  mother ;  of  course  you  and  I  saw  and  conversed  with 
each  other  much  and  often.  It  is*  to  all  our  honors,  that  in 
all  that  time  we  never  had  an^ong  us  the  smrilest  misuiider* 
standing.  Our  friendship  has  been  all  clear  ftunshinei  with- 
out any  the  least  clouds  in  its  hemisphere.  Xiet  me  conclude 
by  saying  to  you,  what  I  have  had  too  frequent  occasions  to 
say  to  my  other  remaining  old  friends,  the  fewer  we  becomiep 
the  more  let  tis  love  one  another.    Adieu,  &c. 

B.  Franklin^ 

To  THE  Right  Hon.  Earl  of  fiucHAN. 

Acquisition  oflandSf  and  forming  settlements  in  Am^ricor. 

Mv  Lord,  Pa^»  March  17, 1783. 

I  received  the  letter  your  Lordship  did  me  the 
honor  of  writing  to  me,  and  am  obliged  by  your  kind  coiH 
gratulations  on  the  return  of  peace,  which  I  hope  will  be 
lasdng. 

With  regard  to  the  terms  on  which  lands  may  be  acquired 
in  America,  and  the  manner  of  beginning  new  settlements  oil 
them,  I  cannot  give  better  information  than  may  be  found  in 
a  book  lately  printed  in  London,  under  some  such  title  as 
Letters  from  a  Pennsyhanian  Farmer^  by  Hector  St.  John. 
The  only  encouragements  we  hold  out  to  strangers  are,^  a 
go6d  dimiite,  fertile  toil,  wholesome  air  and  water,  plenty  of 
provisions  and  Aiel,  good  pay  for  labor,  kind  neighbors,  good 
laws,  liberty,  and  a  hearty  welcome :  the  rest  depends  on  a 
roan's  own  industry  and  virtue.  Lands  are  cheap,  but  they 
must  be  boii^t*  All  settlements  are  undertaken  at  private 
expense:  the  public  contributes  nothing  but  defence  and 
justice.  I  should  not  howev^  expect  cnuch  emigration.  froM 
a  country  so  much  drained  of  men  as  yours*  must  have  been 
*    ■  ■   ■  ■  II  ■■  *       I  ■■  ■    ■    I      ■— —  ■  1^1 11 

*  Scotland. 
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l^y  tbe  late  war ;  since  the  more  have  left  it,  the  more  room 
and  the  more  encouragement  remabs  for  those  >vho  staid  at 

'IiOiiie.    But  this  you  can  best  judge  of;  and  I  have  long 
observed  of  jour  people  that  their  sobriety,  frugality,  indqa- 

'  tiry,  and  honesty,  seldom  fail  of  success  in  America,  and  of 
procuring  them  a  good  establishment  among  us. 

I  do  not  recollect  the  circumstance  you  are  pleased  to  men* 
tion  of  my  having  saved  a  citizen  ^at  St.  Andrews,  by  giving 
a  turn  to  his  disorder ;  and  1  am  curious  to  know  what  the 
disorder  was,  and  what  the  advice  I  gave  which  proved  so 
salutary.'  With  great  regard  I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  my 
Lord,  your  Lordship's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  ner- 
vant,  B.  Franklin. 

To  Wm.  Jones,  Esq.* 

Dear  Friend,  Possy,  March  17,  178S. 

I  duly  received  your  obliging  letter  of  November 
15.  You  will  have  since  learnt  how  much  I  was  then^  and 
have  been  continually  engaged  in  public  affairs;  and  your 
goodness  will  excuse  my  not  having  answered  sooner.  You 
announced  your  intended  marriage  with  my  much  respected 
liiencl,  Mbs  Anna  Maria,  which  I  assure  you  gave  me  great 
pleasure,  as  I  cannot  conceive  a  match  more  likely  to  be 
happy,  from  the  amiable  qualities  each  of  you  possess  so 
plentifully.  You  mention  its  takmg  place  as  soon  as  a  pru- 
dent attention  to  worldly  interests  would  permit.     I  just  now 


'  It  was  a  fever  in  which  the  Earl  of  Buchan,  then  Lord  Cadioss, 
lay  sick  at  St.  Andrews ;  and  the  advice  was,  not  to  blisteri  accord- 
ing to  the  old  practice  and  the  opinion  of  tbe  learned  Dr.  Simson, 
brother  of  the  celebrated  geometrician  at  Glasgow. 

^  Afterwards  Sit  Wiltiam  Jones. 
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learn  from  Mr.  Hodgson^  that  you  are  appointed  to  an  ho- 
uorable  and  profitable  place  in  the  Indies ;  so  I  expect  now 
soon  to  hear  of  the  weddings  and  to  receive  .the  profile.  With 
the  good  bishop's  permission^  I  will  join  my  blessing  with 
his ;  afdding  my  wishes  that  you  may  return  from  that  cpr- 
rtipi^  coiMitry  widi  »  gf  eat  deal  o£  money  honestly  acquired^ 
and  with  full  as  much  virtue  as  you  carry  out  with  you. 

The  engraving  of  ny  medal,  which  you  know  was  pro^ 
jected  before  the  peace^  is  but  just  finished.  None  are  yet 
atnick  in  hard  metal,  but  will  be  in  a  few  days :  in  the  mean 
tiflw,  having  this  good  opportunity  by  Mr.  Penn,  I  send  you 
one  of  the  epreuves,  Yocr  will  see  that  I  have  profited  of  some 
of  your  ideas,  and  ^dopt^  Ae  mottos  you  were  so  kind  as 
to  furnish. 

I  am  at  pmsenC  quite  reeovered  from  my  late  iHness,  and 
fiatt^r  myself  that  I  may^  in  the  ensuing  year,  be  able  to  un- 
dertake the  trip  to  England,  for  the  pleasure  of  seeing  onc6 
more  my  dear  friends  there,  among  whom  tlie  bishop  and  his 
femily  stand  foremost  in  my  estimation  and  affection. 

I  thank  you  much  for  your  good  wishes  respecting  me. 
Mine  for  your  weliare  and  prosperity  are  not  less  earnest 
and  sincere ;  being  with  great  truth,  dear  sir,  your  affectioli- 
8ta  fnend^  and  most  obedient  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 

P.  S.  Please  t^  present  my  respects  to  die  club.  1 
alwaya  remonber  with  pleasure  the  agreeable  hours  I  had  the 
happiness  of  spending  with  ttiem. 


VOL.    I. 
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To  THE  LQRD'fiiSHop  OF  St.  Asaph,  (Dr.  Shipley.) 

On  the  peace  with  America. 

Passtf,  March  17,178'$. 
I  received  with  great  pleasure  my  dear  and  re* 
apected  friend's  letter  of  the  5th  iostanty  as  it  informed  me 
of  the  vielfare  of  a  family  1  so  much  esteem  and  love. 

The  clamor  against  the  peace  in  your  parliament  would 
alarm  me  for  its  duration,  if  I  were  not  of  opinion  with  you^ 
that  the  attack  i|  rat|b<pr  against  the  minister.  I  am  confident 
none  of  the  oppoiition  would  have  made  a  better  peace  for 
JEngland  if  they  had  been  in  his  place ;  at  least  I  am  sure 
that  Lord  Stormont,  who  seems  loudest  in  railing  at  it,  is 
not  the  man  that  could  have  mended  it.  My  reasons  I  will 
jgive  you  when  I  have  what  I  hope  to  have,  the  great  liappi* 
ness  of  seeing  you  once  more,  and  conversing  with  you. 
They  talk  much  of  there  being  no  reciprocitj/  in  our  treaty : 
they  think  nothing  then  of  our  passing  over  in  silence  tlie 
atrocities  committed  by  their  troops,  and  demanding  no  satis- 
faction for  their  wanton  burnings  and  devastation  of  our  fair 
towns  and  countries.  They  have  heretofore  confessed  the 
war  to  be  unjust,  and  nothing  is  plainer  in  reasonmg  than  tfeit 
the  mischiefii  done  in  aii  unjust  war  should  be  repaired.  Can 
Englishmen  be  so  partial  to  themselves,  as  to  imagine  they 
have  a  right  to  plunder  and  destroy  as  much  as  they  please, 
and  then,  withoii^t  satisfying  for  the  injuries  they  have  done,  to 
have  peace  on  equal  terms  i  We  vere  favorable,  and  did 
not  demand  what  justice  entitled  us  to.  We  shall  probably 
be  blamed  for  it  by  qur  constituents ;  and  I  still  think  it 
would  be  the  interest  0f  England  voluntarily  to  offer  repara- 
tion  of  those  injuries,  and  effect  it  as  much  as  may  be  in  Uer 
power.     But  this  is  an  interest  she  will  never  see. 
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Let  US  now  forgive  and  forget.  Let  eacb  country .  seek 
its  advancement  in  its  own  internal  advantages  of  arts  and 
agriculture^  not  in  retarding  or  preventing  the  prosperitj  of 
the  other.  America  will>  with  God*s  blessingi  become  a 
great  and  happy  country ;  and  England^  if  she  has,  at  length 
gained  wisdom^  will  have  gained  something  more  valuable^ 
and  more  essential  to  her  prosperity^  than  all  she  has  lost; 
and  will  still  be  a  great  and  respectable  nation.  Her  great 
disease  at  present  is  the  number  and  enormous  salaries  and 
emoluments  of  office.  Avarice  and  ambition  are  strong 
passions^  and  separately  act  with  great  force  on  the  human 
mind;  but  when  both  are  united^  and  may  be  gratified  in  A# 
same  object,  their  violence  is  almost  irresistible,  and  thej 
hurry  men  headlong  into  factions  and  contentions  dstructive 
of  all  good  government.  As  long  therefore  as  these  great 
emoluments  subsist,  your  parliament  will  be  a  stormy  sea, 
and  your  public  councils  confounded  by  private  interests. 
But  it  requires  much  public  spirit  and  virtue  to  abolish  tbem^ 
more  perhaps  than  can  now  be  found  in  a  nation  so  long 
corrupted.  B.  Fraxslin« 

To  Sir  Joseph  Banks. 

4,1 

On  the  return  of  peace. 

Dear  Sir,  Passy,  July  27,  1785. 

I  received  your  very  kind  letter  by  Dr.  Blagden^ 
and  esteem  myself  much  honored  by  your  friendly  reniemr . 
brance.  I  have  been  too  much  and  too  closely  engaged  in 
public  affairs  since  his  being  here,  to  enjoy  all  the  benefit  of 
his  conversation  you  were  so  good  as  to  intend  me.  I  hope 
soon  to  have  more  leisure,  and  to  spend  a  part  of  it  in  those 
studies  that  are  much  more  agreeable  to  me  tlian  poUtical. 
operations* 


I  jqin  ^Ub  youmoft  coidially  in  r^oicin^  at  tbe  reUiri  of 
p^ce.  I  iiop^  it  Mrill  be  laatiog,  and  tbat  auml(ipd  lyill  ^ 
lei^^f  «|8  th^y  call  tbemsi^hea  reii0ona|;>le:  creatujrea,  hAVQ 
pa^iOQ  and  9^ose  enough  to  seUje  ttu^ir  differoncea  without 
pmtfi^  threats :  for  in  my  opjnipi3i|  there  never  tms  a  g(9pdwar, 
or  a.  bad  p^ace.  What  vast  ad(^itioo;i  to  the  convenieoce^ 
wd  coi^foEt^  9f  living  mi$;ht  mankiod  have  acquired^  if  tbe 
money  ^nt  in  vara  had  been  employed  in  works  of  public 
utility !  -WHa^  au  exten&ioa  of  agriculture^  even  to  tbQ  top9 
of  our  mpuuliainS';  what  riverfi  rendered  savig^le^  or  Joinecj 
by  cauab ;  what  bridgeSi^  a<}uedu£ts>  new  roadfi^  and  otlier 
IjMblic  works^  edifices  aiMJL  iinprovementfi;^  leqdedng  Eogbua^ 
.19^  cof^plete  p^adise^  might;  not  have  been  obtained  by  spend- 
ing thoae  miUipns  in  doip^  good^  which  in  the  last  war  bav« 
been  spent;  ip  doing  mischief;  in  hriuging  misery  into  ibou- 
iands  of  fa/nijiesi  md  de^trQyiQg;  thi^  lives  of  so  many  diou^ 
sands  of  worJking  people  vho  might  h|ivQ  performed  ^ 
uaefullabor! 

I  am  pleased  with  the  late  astronomical  discoverii^A  made 
by  our  society.'  Furnished  as  all  Europe  now  is  with  9fa- 
demies  of  science^  with  nice  instruments  and  the  spirit  of 
experiment,  the  progress  of  huw^  knowledge  will  be  rapid, 
and  discoveries  made,  of  which  we  have  at  present  no  (con- 
ception. I  begin  to  be  alqsoal  sony  i  was  bom  so  soon, 
since  I  cannot  have  the  happiness  of  knowing  wbat  wilk'be 
known  one  hundred  years  hence. 

1  wish  continued  success  to  the  labora  of  the  Royal  $#qi- 
ety,  and  that  you  may  loa^  adorn  their  chair ;  beinf  wilii  the 
highest  esteem,  dear  sir,  5cc.  B.  lEnAV^KUV* 


'  TttK  HoTAi.  Sdcictt  OB^ONBoVy  of  which  Df.  Franklin  was  gra- 
tuitously and  wiiliout  aolickation  elected  a  Fellow^  ui  cooacquence  o£ 
bis  discoveries  in  Elcctricitry.    See  Memoirs  of  his  life,    Pibt  1 1. 
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Dr.  Blagden  will  acqnamt  you  with  the  experiment  of  a 
vast  globt  sent  up  into  the  air^  much  talked  of  here^  and 
which,  if  prosecuted,  may  himish  means  of  new  knowledge.' 

To  Dr.  Peice. 

On  air  balloons — Prize  question  ridiculed,  Sfc» 

Pnssy,  near  Paris,  Sept.  l6,  I78S.  • 

Mt  dsar  Paiend, 

Having  this  opportunity  by  Mr.  Bitigham,  who  h&t 
the  honor  of  being  known  to  you,  t  seise  it  to  thank  you  for 
your  excellent  book  and  other  favors,  and  let  you  know  thai 
I  continue  well,  except  a  little  gout,-  which  perhaps  is  Hoi 
more  A  disease  than  a  remedy.  Mr.  Petric  informed  me  <^ 
your  being  also  well,  with  Mrs.  Price  lately  at  Brightheini- 
atone,  which  gave  me  great  pleasure^  Please  to  present  my 
affectionate  respects  to  that  good  lady. 

^11  the  conversation  here  at  present  turns  upon  the  bftl* 
loons  filled  with  light  inflanunable  air,  and  tlie  meluis  of  kna* 
oaging  them  so  as  to  give  men  the  advantage  of  ilying^-^ 
One  is  to  be  let  off  on  Friday  next  at  Versailles,  whicU  il  it 
said  will  be  able  to  carry  up  1000  pounds  weight,  I  knev 
not  whether  inclusive  or  exclusive  of  its  own.  I  have  sent  tn 
account  of  the  former  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  our  presidm^ 
and  shall  be  glad  to  hear  if  the  experiment  is  repeated  with 
success  in  England*  Please  to  forward  to  him  the  enclosed 
print. 

JflAamttiaUe  afa'  puts  me  id  mind  of  a  little  jocular  paper  I 
irrote  iome  yetrs  since  in  ridicule  of  a  prite  question  given 
cmt  by  a  certain  academy  on  this  side  tiie  water,'  and  1  en* 
dose  it  for  your  a»iusement.-*^On  second  thoughts,  as  it  is  a 

'  The  academy  of  Brussels. 
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nuathem&tical  question^  and  perhaps  I  think  it  more  trifling 
than  it  really  is,  and  you  are  a  mathematician,  1  am  afraid  £ 
baye  judged  wrong  in  sending  it  to  you.  Our  friend  Dr» 
Priestley,  however^  who  is  apt  to  give  himself  airs,*  and  has  a 
kind  of  right  to  every  thing  his  friends  produce  upon  that  sub- 
ject, may  perhaps  like  to  see  it,  and  you  can  send  it  to  him 
without  reading  it.^ 

We  have  at  length  signed  our  preliminary  articles  as 
definitive.;  all  the  additions  we  have  been  so  long  discussiagi 
being  referred  to  a  future  treaty  of  commerce.  X  have  now  a 
little  leisure,  and  long  to  see  and  be  merry  with  the  club,  but 
doubt  I  cannot  undertake  the  journey  before  spring.  Adieu,, 
and  believe  me  ever,  my  dear  friend^  &c. 

B.  Franklin. 

'  P.S.  They  make  small  balloond  now  of  the  same  mate- 
rials with  what  is  called  gold-beaters  leaf.  Enclosed  I  ienA 
one  which,  being  filled  with  inflammable  air  by  my  grandsotf, 
'went  up  last  night  to  the  ceiling  in  my  chamber,  and  Ve<» 
inained  rolling  about  there  for  some  time. — Please  to  gite  it 
also  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks.  If  a  man  should  go  up  with  one 
^  the  large  ones,  might  there  not  be  some  mechanical  doD- 
trivance  to  compress  the  globe  at  pleasure,  and  thereby  in-« 
dine  it  to  descend,  and  let  it  expand  when  he  inclines  to  nit 
igain? 

To  Brand  H0LLI8,  Esg, 

Eulogium  of  Thomas  Hollis. 

•    Sjr,  Pas^,  near  Parti,  Oc^ 5,.  1763«> 

1  received  but  lately  (though  sent  in  June)  jwmt 
inost  valuable  present  of  the*  Memoirs  of  Thomas. UolUs, 

'  i.e.  Fixed, dellpgisticaled,&c.&c, 

*  This  piec«  is  ^plaumiUrie  of  too  lifkl  a  c^atuia  for,  publication. 
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Esq.,  who  wa«  truly,  as  you  describe  him  in  your  letter,  "  a 
good  citizen  of  the  world,  and  a  faithful  friend  of  ^me» 
rica."  America  top  is  extremely  sensible  of  his  benevolent 
and  great  beneficence  towards  her,  and  will|  ever  revere  his 
men^ory.  These  volumes  are  a  proof  of  what  I  have  soihe* 
times  had  occasion  to  say,  in  encouraging  people  to  undertake 
difficult  public  services  ;  that^it  is  prodigious,  the  quantitf  of 
good  that  may  be  drffe  by  one  man,  if  he  will  make  a-  busi" 
fiess  of  it.  It  is  equally  surprising  to  think  of  the  very  Kttle* 
that  is  done  by  many ;  for  such  is  the  general  frivolity  of  the 
employments  and  amusements  of  the  rank  we  call  gentlemeni 
that  every  century  may  have  seen  three  successions  of  a  set  of 
a  thousand  each,  in  every  kingdom  of  Europe,  (gentlemen, 
too,  of  cqi»*l  or  superior  fortune)  no  one  of  which  set,  in  the 
covirse  of  t^eir  lives,  have  done  the  good  effected  by  this  man 
alone !  Good,  not  only  to  his  own  nation,  and  to  his  cotem- 
poraries,  but  to  distant  countries,  and  to  late  posterity :  for 
such  must  be  the  effect  of  his  multiplying  and  dbtributiag 
copies  of  the  works  of  our  best  English  writers,  on  subjecU 
the  most  important  to  the  welfare  of  society. 

I  knew  him  personally  but  little.  I  sometimes  met  with 
him  at  the  Royal  Society  and  the  Society  of  Arts,  but  he 
appeared  shy  of  my  acquaintance,  though  he.  often  sent  me 
valuable  presents,  such  as  Hamilton's  works,  Sydney's  works, 
8cc.  which  are  now  among  the  most  precious  ornaments  of 
my  library.  We  might  possibly,  if  we  had  been  more  inti- 
mate, have  concerted  some  useful  operations  together ;  but 
he  loved  to  do  his  good  alooe  and  secretly ;  and  I  find*  be- 
sides, in  perusing  these  memoirs,  d»t  I  was  a  donbUtil  character 
with  faim.  I  do  not  respeci  him  less  for  his  error ;  atid  I 
am  obliged  to  the  editors  for  the  justice  they  have  done  me. 
They  have  made  a  little  mistake  in  page  400,  where  a  letter 
wldch  appeared  in  a  London  paper,  January  7th,  1768,  is 
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flfid  jbo  haVft  beien  \mtten  hy  Mr.  Adams.  It  fm  writtto  by 
ne|  and  it  reprinted  in  Mr*  Vadgban's  ooUectioii  ef  my 
{>eUticid.|>ieceay  p.  2SK  This  entitum  w  of  no  great  im-* 
piprt80ce^  iMit  may  be  corrected  in  a  futu«e  edilaoQ. 

{  see  Mr.  Hollis  bad  a  collectioii  of  oorious  medals,  if 
kfi  had  been  still  livings  I  Aoold  certmnly  have  seat  him  OM 
of  the  medals  thai  I  have  caused  to  be  struck  here.  I  tUnb 
the  countenance  of  my  Liberty  would  have  pkased  fatm^  i 
suppose  you  possess  the  collection,  and  faaive  die  sam*  taste. 
I  beg  you  therefore  to  acc^t  of  one  of  these  medals  as  o 
mark  of  my  reqpect,  and  believe  me  to  ho  widi  lioocro 
tate^m^  Su:*  B.  F& a  nxli n# 

To  His  Excellency  John  Jay^  Esq^ 

DfiAB  Sim,  Pasiy,  Jmuary  6^  I7B4» 

I  received  yoor  kind  letter  of  the  £6th  ]HM^ 
an^.immediaibely  sent  that  enclosed  to  Mio.  itej^  whom  I  smw 
tki^AKj%  since  widi  the  diildrerii  all  perfectly  well.  It  is 
a.bappy  thing  that  the  little  ones  are  so  finely  p^st  tho  siMtt 
ppxy  and  I  congratulate  you  ttpon  it  most  cordially. 

It  is  true,  as  you  have  heard,  that  1  have  the  atone,  bntt  tiot 
tbiftiJL  have  had  thoai^ts  of  bemg  col  fer  it.  It  is  as  yet 
voiy  lolarable.  It  gives  me  no  pab  but  whan  in  a  cania^ 
on  iha  pavement,  or  when  I  make  softio  sudden  quick  DMV^ 
fieat  If  I  cao  prevent  its  growing  larger,  which  I  hope  to 
do  by  abstemious  living  and  gentle  ax^cise,  I  can  go  on 
pretty  comfortably  with  it  tO'lhe  end  of  my  journey,  which 
caa  now  ba  at  no  great  distance.  I  am  che^l,  enj6y  ilti 
eompany  of  my  fnetids,  slee^p  urell,  havo  soffieient  appafSce^ 
and  my  stomach  performs  well  its  fuactifoni.  ThelafM^is 
vary  aMtesial  Ip  die  pfoserration  of  heahb.  I  therefore 
takei  00  dtt^  ke^  i  should  disordei'  k.    Y^cMjf  judge 
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that  my  dineami  k  not  verj  grieYou^,  tincie  I  am  taorfe  "AiSrik 
of  the  medicines  Aan  of  die  malady.  *' 

It  gms  mut  pleMure  to  leam  fren  yoa  tbAt  my  hkmti  itM 
retain  tlietr  regard  for  me.  1  long  to  see  th«m  again^  but  t 
doubt  I  riiall  liardty  accomplish  it*  If  mm  commisaiM  fbr 
Ac  treaiy  of  comOMrce  were  arrivedi  and  tUs  Were  at  IRhsrfjf 
to  treat  in  Englandy  I  might  tlien  cobk  over  to  you,  •iippoaiftf 
Ibe  English  ministry  disposed  to  enter  into  such  a  treaty; 

1  have,  as  you  ofoservCy  some  enemies  in  England,  batAay 
ire  my  enemies  as  an  American ;  I  bave  alto  two  or  tbfiso 
ia  Americai  who  arc  my  enemies  is  a  mlnUter ;  bat  I  tbaik 
God  there  are  not  in  the  whole  world  any  who  ar^  my  wm» 
take^  as  a  man ;  for  by  bis  grace^  through  a  long  life  I  ka^ 
been  enabled  so  to  conduct  myself>  that  there  does  not  snoA 
a  homan  being  who  can  justly  say,  Ben.  FnmkliB  bCi 
wronged  me.  This,  my  friend,  b  in  old  i^  a  comfortaUa 
reflection.  You  too  brnve,  or  may  havtf,  yoar  enemies ;  bftt 
let  not  that  render  yon  mdisppy^  If  yco  mdke  a  right  os^ 
of  tbctty  they  will  «to  you  more  good  tbAn  haitn.  Thcyr 
point  out  to  us  our  faults ;  they  put  us  upon  ocr  guard,  «d 
help  ua  to  live  more  correctly. 

My  grandsons  are  sensible  of  the  honor  of  your  fcmert* 
hrancci  and  join  their  respectful  compliments  aad  beat* 
irtdica  with  those  of,  dear  air,  your  affectionate  hrnnbhl' 
scrvaait^  B.  FrakKlik. 

i 

To  Mrs.  Bache. 

Oh  the  proposed  order  of  the  Cincinnatif  hereditary  mh. 
.       bilUy,  and  descending  honors. 

Mt  dkak  Child,  P^^f  Jon.  96, 1764; 

Your  care  in  sending  me  tht  newspapers  is 
cti7  agreeable  to  me«  1  receited  by  Captain  Barney  thoac 
reMting  to  the  Cincinnati.    My  opinion  of  the  institution 
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iteniiot  be  of  much  importance :  I  only  wonder  that,  when 
the  united  wisdom  of  our  nation  had,  in  the  articles  of  eoiH 
Isderatiotty  manifested  their  dislike  of  establishing  ranks  of 
nobHity,  by  authority  either  of  the  congress  or  of  any  par* 
ticular  state,  a  number  of  private  persons  should  think  proper 
10  dbtinguish  themselves  and  their  posterity  from  their 
fcIIow-*citizens,  and  form  an  order  of  hereditary  knights,  in 
direct  opposition  to  the  solemnly-declared  sense  of  ibehr 
eotintry !  I  imagine  it  must  be  likewise  contrary  to  the  good 
aense  of  most  of  those  drawn  into  it,  by  the  persuasion  of 
its  projectors,  who  have  been  too  much  struck  with  the  nb- 
bands  and  crosses  they  have  seen  hanging  to  the  button-hol^ 
of  foreign  officers.  And  I  suppose  those  who  disapprove  of 
it  have  not  hitherto  given  it  much  opposition,  from  a  princi^ 
pie  somewhat  like  that  of  your  good  mother,  relating  toi 
punctilious  persons,  who  are  always  exacting  little  observances 
of  respect ;  that  ^'  if  people  can  be  pleased  with  small  nuKt^ 
ten,  it  is  a  pity  but  they  should  have  them.**  In  this  view, 
perimps,  I  should  not  myself,  if  my  advice  had  been  asked, 
have  objected  to  their  wearing  their  ribband  and  badge  them*' 
selves  according  to  their  fancy,  though  I  certainly  should  to 
the  eutiuiing  it  as  an  honor  on  their  posterity.  For  honor, 
worthily  obtained,  (as  that  for  example  of  our  officers)  is  in 
its  nature  a  personal  thing,  and  incomnmnicable  to  any  but 
those  who  had  some  share  in  obtaining  it.  Thus  among  that 
Chinese,  the  most  ancient,  and  from  long  experience  the 
wisest  of  nations,  honor  does  not  descend,  but  ascends.  If  a 
man  from  his  learning,  his  wi:»doni,  or  his  valor,  is  promoted 
by  the  emperor  to  the  rank  of  mandarin,  his  par^pts  are 
immediately  entided  to  all  the  same  ceremonies  of.-rreqiect 
from  the  people,  that  are  established  as  due  to  the  mandarin 
himself ;  on  the  supposition  that  it  must  have  been  owing  to 
the  education,  instruction,  and  good  example  afforded^  nini 


by  hid  pareDts>  that  be  was  rendered  capable  of  serf  ing  the, 
public.  This  ascending  honor  is  therefore  useful  to  the 
state,  as  it  encourages  parents  to  give  their  children  a  good, 
and  virtuous  cd.ucatiou.  But  the  descending  honor,  to  a  ppsr\ 
terity  who  could  have  no  share  in  obtaining  it,  is  not  onljf. 
groundless  and  absurd,  but  often  hurtful  to  that  posterity^ 
siiic^  it  is  apt  to  make  them  proud,  disdaining  to  be  employed 
in  useful  arts,  and  thence  falling  into  poverty,  and  all  tl^ 
meannesses,  servility,  and  ivretchedness  attending  it ;  wbipli 
is  the  present  case  with  much  of  what  is  called  the  noblofe. 
in  Europe/  Or  if,  to  keep  up  the  dignity  of  the  family^ 
estates  are  entailed  entire  on  the  eldest  male  heir,  another, 
pest  to  industry  and  improvement  of  the  country  is  intro*. 
duced,  which  will  be  followed  by  all  the  odious  mixture  of 
pride  and  beggary,  and  idleness  that  have  half  depopulated 


■  The  celebrated  civilian,  Francis  Hotoman,  who  was  one  of  the 
most  learned  men  of  iiis  age,  gives  us  the  cause  of  making  hereditary 
the  order  of  nobility  in  France.  In  his  work,  iotitled  FrMco-Ga(^ 
written  in  the  year  1574,  he  says : 

^  We  must  not  omit  making  mention  of  the  cunning  device  made 
use  of  by  Hugh  Capet,  for  establishing  himself  in  his  new  dominion 
[of  king  of  France  anno  987.]  For  whereas  all  the  magistrates  ami 
honors  of  the  kingdon|^,  such  as  dukedoms,  earldoms,  &c.  liad  been 
hitherto  from  ancient  times,  conferred  upon  select  and  detervhig-  per- 
sons in  the  general  conventions  of  the  poople^  and  were  held  onfy 
during  good  behavior;  whereof  (as  the  lawyers  express  it)  they  wer^ 
but  beneficiaries:  Hugh  Capet,  in  order  to  secure  to  himself  the 
affections  of  the  great  men,  was  the  Jirst  that  made  those  honors  per* 
petvol ;  which  were  formerly  but  tempornry :  and  ordained  that  such 
as  obtained  them  should  have  an  hereditary  right  in  them,  and  might 
leave  them  to  fh^r  cluidren.  •  Of  this  see'Franciscus  Cononanus  the 
Ki vjlian's  Comment,  ii.  chap,  ix/^ 

.  Jt  is  singular  that  thi:»  fact  Itas  escaped  tlie  notice  of  moit  vf  the 
Jn||ch  historians. 
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Md  deculttvated  Spain;  dccft^ididttg  coiilnual  ttttoctk^  wt 
fitmilies  by  the  discoufagementt  ot  Murriagep  and  negleel  in 
ikm  kbprotMieiit  of  eatated.  £  imA  tfiet^ore  ^M  die  (Sii^ 
^ittMHi,  if  they  must  go  on  m\k  tb«ir  pim^t^,  \fo«ikl  dlMtf 
A«  badges  of  Ihdr  order  to  be  worn  by  their  fath^nrt  Attd 
mcAfen,  instead  of  hanc&og  tfaeni  4o\m  to  their  chiidieiit -ll 
#Oidd  be  a  good  precedent^  and  ittight  hate  good  effe^tar •^lt 
ifnOfuld  t/ko  he  a  lind  of  obedience  to  Ifae  ftmith  edmaMid*' 
ftent,  in  ^faich  God  aijoms  ua  to  Aa^ior  our  flMher  Mtf 
^theri  btit  has  notvfaere  directed  os  to  hotii»r  onr  diiMvAdi 
ilttd  eertamly  no  mode  ot  honoring  those  inHnediaCe  MtBtAbn 
of  bur  being  can  be  more  effectttal,  than  that  of  dohif 
phase  worthy  actions^  nrhich  reflect  honor  on  dtose  Who  pM 
HIT  onr  education ;  or  more  becomings  than  that  ofjaeaa* 
tMag,  by  some  pnbltc  e^tpression  or  token^that  it  is  lolheif 
inatrnctioB  and  example  we  ascribe  the  merit  of  those  acQoos.. 
But  the  absurdity  of  descending  honors  is  not  a  mere  mat- 
ter of  philosophical  opinion^  it  is  capabia  of  mathematical 
ikmoftstrBlion.  A  man's  aon^  for  instance,  is  but  half  of 
his  family,  the  other  half  belonging  to  the  family  of  his  wifei 
His  son,  too,  marrying  into  another  family,  his  share  in  (tie 
grandson  is  but  a  fourth ;  in  the  great  grandson,  by  the  same 
process,  it  is  but  an  eighth.  In  the  nest  generation  a  six- 
teenth ;  the  next  a  thirty^seoond ;  the  next  a  sixty-fourth ; 
the  next  an  hundred  and  twenty-eighth ;  the  next  a  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty-suitfa ;  and  the  next  a  fite  hundred  and  twelfth : 
thus  in  nine  generations,  which  will  not  require  more  Aatt 
300  years,  (no  very  great  antiquity  for  a  family)  our  preseht 
-Chevalier  of  the  Order  of  Cincinnatus's  share  in  diothett 
«Mliiig  hnight,  wiU  be  but  «  51£thpart^  whiotvaUyvwiog 
the  present  certain  fidelity  of  American  wives  to  berhmared 
iMwttHthrMghfafl  Aose  ntue  generations,  ta  schamattmMn- 
sidei^oiH'tbiC  OMttfatiriEB  so  reaaooaUe  maa  WMUtezaiA^ 
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dW  sake  of  it,  the  dis^reMUe  eoaaeqnence*  o£  th^  jealonfj^ 
mryi  9od  ill*wilt  ^f  bis  ^ountryoien. . 

]^  us  go  back  with  ont  oJcuUtian  £rowL  tUm  yoam 
nobje^  the  51^tb  p%n  of  the  present  kfiigbt^  through  Ua  luw 
geperations,  litt  we  retuin  to  the  y^ar  of  the  iostitiitioo*  Hn 
numt  have  hud  a  fether  and  ooth^r^  die;  are  two ;  e^ch  ^ 
Ib^oi  bad  a  father  and  molher,  tb^  are  foifF»  Those  of  Aft 
jies^  piecedk^  generalipii  will  be  eight,  ihe  eeiit  sixteeiH  thft 
next  thirty-mo,  thf  9ext  sixty-four,  the  next  one  buedred  mA 
twfi^y^eigbt,  tbp  next  two  bnedfed  and  fifty-sixj^  aod  ihft 
nint^  ID  this  setroceesion  five  kundied  and  twelve,  who  want 
be  now  esiitii^,  and  all  contribiUe  their  propostiott  of  tbei 
fiMive  Chevalier  de  Cincinnatea.  Hiese,  with  the  raat,  oieki 
together  as  follows  :«- 

2 

4 

8 

16 

64 
J«8 

Total  lose 


One  UiooMD^  aad  tw«R^t«o  mea  amd  woneoj  cootribiitor^ 
to  the  formatioa  of  one  knii^t.  And  if  we  are  to  bam  a 
thoHfiind  of  these  foturo  fcnigktf,  tbera  muit  in  now  and 
Irareafter  existing  one  million  and  twaaty^wft  ibowwri 
faSiitt'  and  motheni,  who  ate  to  c<»lribu(c>  tv.tbw  prodnc* 
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tidfi;  unless  a  part  of.  the  number  are  employed  in  making 
more  knights  than  one.  •  Let  us  strike  off  then  the  22,000 
on  die  snpposition  of  this  double  employ,  and  then  consider 
nvhether,  after  a  reasonable  estimation  of  ^tbe  number  of 
rogues,  and  fools,  and  scoundrels,  and  prostitutes,  that  are 
mixed  with,  and  make  up  necessarily  their  million  of  prie- 
decessors,  posterity  will  have  much  reason  to  boast  of  the 
noble  blood  of  the  then  existing  set  of  chevaliers  of  Cincin^ 
natua.  The  future  genealogists  too  of  these  chevaliers,  in 
proving  the  lineal  descent  of  their- lionor  through  so  many 
generations,  (even  supposing  honor  capable  in  its  natuK  of 
descending)  will  only  prove  the  small  share  of  this  honor 
which  can  be  justly  claimed  by  any  one  of  Ihem,  smfce  fli^ 
above  simple  process  in  arithmetic  makes  it  quite  plain  and 
clear,  that  in  proportion  as  the  antiquity  of  the  family  shall 
augment,  the  right  to  the  honor  of  the  ancestor  will  diminish ; 
and  a  few  generations  more  would  reduce  it  to  something  so 
small  as  to  be  very  near  an  absolute  nullity.  I  hope,  there- 
fore,  that  the  order  will  drop  this  part  of  their  project,  and 
content  themselves  as  the  knights  of  the  garter,  bath,  thistle^ 
St«  Lotiis,  and  other  orders  of  Europe  do,  with  a  life  enjoy- 
ment of  their  little  badge  and  ribband,  and  let  the  distinction 
die  with  those  who  have  merited  it.  This  I  imagine  will 
give  no  offence.  For  my  own  part,  I  shall  think  it  a  con- 
venience, when  1  go  into  a  company  where  there  may  be 
faces  unknown  to  me,  if  I  discover,  by  this  badge,  the  per- 
sons who  merit  some  particular  expression  of  my  resp^t'; 
and  it  will  save  modest  virtue  the  trouble  of  calling  for  Our 
regard,  by  awkward  round-about  intimations  of  having  hetn 
heretofore  employed.a^.  QificeF3  in  the  continental  -^rvice. 

The  gentleman  who  made  the  voyage  to  France  to  provide 
the  ribbands  and.  medals,  has  executed  his  commission.  -^To 
me  they  seem  tolerably  doue ;  but  all  such  things  are  ehiK 
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cised.     Some  find  fault  with  the  Latin,  as  wanting  classlcd 
elegance  and  correctness;  and  since  our  sine  universitiec 
were  not  able  to  furnish  better  Latin^  it  was  pity^  they  sajy. 
that  the  mottos  had  not  been  in  English.     Others  object  te. 
ttie  title/ as  not  properly  assumable  by  any  but  General 
Washington,  and  a  few  others,   who  served  without  pay. 
Others^  object  to  the  bald  eagle,*    as  looking   too   fniicfa^ 
like  a  dindon  or  turkey.     For  my  own  part,  I  wish  the  baU 
eagle'  had  not  been  chosen  as  die  representative  of  oar 
cotmtry;  he  is  a  bird  of  bad  moral  character;  he  does  not 
get  his  living  honestly ;  you  may  have  seen  him  perched  oq 
some  dead  tree,  where^  too  lazy  to  fish  for  himself,  h^  watehev 
the  labor  of  the  fishing  hawk ;  and  when  that  diligent  bird 
has  at  length  taken  a  fish,  and  is  bearing  it  to  his  nest  for  the 
support  of  his  mate  and  young  ones,  the  bald  eagle  pursues 
hini>  and  takes  it  from  him.     With  all  this  injustice  he  is 
never  in  good  case,  but  like  those  among  men  who  live  by 
sharping  and.  robbing,  he  is  generally  poor,  and  often  very 
lousy.    Besides,  he  is  a  rank  coward :  the  little  king  bird, « 
not  bigger  than  a  sparrow,  attacks  him  boldly  and  drives  him 
out  of  the  district.     He  is  therefore  by  no  means  a  proper 
emblem  for  the  brave  and  honest  Cincinnati  of  Americt# 
who  have  driven  all  tlie  king^birds  from  our  country';  though 
exactly  fit  for  that  order  of  knights  which  the  French  call 
chevaliers  d^indMrie.    I  am  on  this  account,  not  displeased 
that  the  figure  is  not  known*  as  a  bald  eagle,  but  looks  mcMPft 
like  a  turkey.    For  in  truth,  the  turkey  is  in  comparisons 
much  more  respectable  bird,  and  withal  a  true  original  native 
of  i\merica»  .  Eagles  have  been  found  in  all  countries,  but 


'  Tho  white-headed  erne,  or  bald  eagle,  (fdco  UucocephaUu.  Likm.) 
peculiar  to  North  America ;  and  the  emblem  adopted  by  the  society 

of  CilBcionati* 
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the  turkey  vra«  peculiar  to  oiurs;  the  first  of  the  species  8«eB 
in  Europe,  beiog  brought  to  Fraoce  by  the  J^iiiks  htm 
Csiuada,  and  served  up  at  the  wedding  t%b|e  of  Charles  Ite 
Jiinlb.'  He  li  besides,  (though  a  liltle  w«  and  aiUy  Ha$ 
Ipniej  but  not  the  worse  embleoi  for  diat)  m  bird  of  eomge, 
aod  would  Dot  beskate  to  attack  a  grenadier  of  the  Britaah 
gusfds,  who  should  presume  to  invade  bb  faim-yaid  vith  a 
ted  coat  on. 

X  shall  not  euter  into  tbfi  cri^Qian>0  maide  opctt  thw  Latis* 
Tbe  gallant  officers  of  At^fffica  may  not  baie  the  merit  of 
being  great  scholars,  but  tHey  undoubtedly  merit  mucb  as 
bsaive  sobbsrs  from  their  counUiy,  whicb  sboubl  ihertAre  nbt 
leave  tbem  merely  U>fameJot  their  ^  wtutis  pramikm^ 
wUcb  is  one  of  their  I^n  mottos.  Their  ^^'e$to  ftrpebm^ 
^other^  13  an  exceHent  wish,  if  they  meaut  k  for  their  coiurtry ; 
bad,  if  intended  for  their  order.  The  states  sbo^dd  not  only 
restore  to  them  tbe  omnw,  of  their  first  motto/  which  many 
of  them  have  left  and  loet,  but  pay  them  justly,  and  reward 
them  geperouidy.  I1iey  should  not  be  suffered  to  remain 
lyith  all  tUeir  new  created  chivalry  eniirdy  in  tbe  situation  of 
the  gentleman  in  tbe  ste>ty,  which  their  oinni^  refigri)^  i emiods 
loe  of.  You  luKow  e^tery  tbiug  luakesi  me  recoUbct  some 
etory.  He  had  built  a  very  fine  bouse,  and  thereby  much  im* 
l^ed  his  fortune.     He  had  a  pride  however  in  showing  it  to 


*  A  learned  friend  of  the  editor's  has  observed  to  him  that  this  is 
a  mistake,  as  turkia  were  found  in  great  plenty  by  Cortes,  when  ha 
invedtd  and  conquered  Mexico  before  the  time  of  Charles  the  IX  th . 
-««>XbaJt  this,  and  their  betag  breugkt  to  old  Spain,  is  mentioned  by 
Peter  Martyr  of  Angelina,  who  was  secretary  to  the  council  of  ilie 
Indies, '  Atabllshed  immediately  after  the  discovery  of  America,  and 
fcrwnMlfy  Beq^minttd  with  Cohai^is. 

*  OMVrA   BCLtet'XT  SERVARE   REMrUBLJCAM. 
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Ilia  acqaniotanoei  Ooe  OJT  ^m,  after  viewing  it .  all,-  moark- 
ed  A  motto  over  tbcdoorOlAV ANITAS.  What,  «ey»  fco, 
if  the  meaning  of  this  OIA  i  /tis  a  word  I  don't  underetaod. 
I  will'  tell  joiiy  said  the  gentleman :  I  bad  a  mind  .to  liave  tbe 
motto  cut  on  a< piece  of  smooth,  marble,  but  there  h^s:  wt 
room  foe  it  between  the  ornatnents,  to  be  put  ia^charactera 
lar^  enough  to  be  read.  1  therefore  made  use  of.  a  contrac- 
tion anciently  very  common  in  Latin  manuscripts,  wl^erebjr 
the  m*s  and  i/s  id  words  are  omitted,  and  the  omission  noted 
by.  Aililtle  dash,  above,  which  you  may  see  there^  so  that  the 
word  ia^omrda,  omnia  vanita3.  O,  said  his  frieiu}^.!  now 
comprehend  the  meaning  of  your  niotto,  it  relates  to  .your  «dif 
fice;  and  signifies,  that  if  you  have  abridged  your  bmnia,  y<Hl 
havQ  nevertheless  left  your  vanitas  legible  at  fiiU  lengtfaf.  . 
I  iEim,  as  ever,  your  affectionate  father, 

B.  FbaN:KUN.    t 

To  His  Excellency  Henry  Laurens,  1E|s(j^^  . 

Reniarics  on  the  British  government. 

DsAS  Sib,  /       Passy,  Feb.  i«,  1784* 

I  received  your  favor  of  the  3d  instant  by  joujc 
son,  wiUi  the  newspapers,  for  which  I  thank  you,  ^f^be  diiK 
orders  of  that  government  whose  constitution  has  been  so. 
much  praised,  are  come  to  a  height  that  threatens  somei  violent 
convulsion,  if  hot  a  dissojution;  and  its  physicians  donptev^ 
seem  to  ^uess  at  the  cause  of  the  disease,  and  therefpre  pre^ 
scribe  insufficient  remedies,  such  as  place  bills,  more  equal 
representation^  more  frequent  elections,  &c.  &c.  In  my  hum- 
ble opinion,  the  malady  consists  in  the  enormous  salaries,  emo^ 
luments,  and  patronage  of  great  offices..  Ambition  and  ava^ 
rice  are  separately  strong  passions :  when  they  are  united  in 
pursuit  of  the  same  object^  they  are  too  strong  to  be  governed 

VOL.  1.  K 
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by  common  prudence^  or  influenced  by  public  spint  and- love 
of  country;  they  drive  men  irresistibly  into  factions,  cabals,, 
dissensions,  and  violent  divisions,  always  mischievous  to  public 
councils,  destructive  to  the  peace  of  society,  and  sonfftees 
iatal  to  its  existence.  As  long  as  Ae  immense  profits  of  these 
offices  subsist,  members  of  the  shortest  and  most  eqpally 
chosen  parliaments  will  have  them  in  view,  and  contend  for 
them,  and  their  contentions  will  have  all  die  same  ruinous 
consequences.  To  me  then  there  seems  to  be  but  one  effisc- 
tMal  remedy,  and  that  not  likely  to  be  adopted  by  so  cocrupt 
a!  nation;  which  is,  to  abolish  these  profits,  and  make  every 
place  of  honor  a  place  of  burthen.  By  that  means  die  ^act 
ef  one  of  the  pasrions  above-mentioned  would  be  taken  away, 
and  something  would  be  added  to  counteract  the  other.  Thus 
the  number  of  compeutors  for  great  offices  would  be  dimi- 
i^ed,  and  the  efforts  of  those  who  still  would  obtain  tbem 
moderated. 

.  Thank  God  we  have  now  less  connexion  with  the  afiairs  <tf 
^tbese  people,  and  are  more  at  liberty  to  take  care  of  our  oii^ij 
which  I  hope  we  shall  manage  better.  .^ 

We  have  a  terrible  winter  here,  such  another  in  this  COW- 
try  is  not  remembered  by  any  man  living.  The  snow  Ins 
been  thick  upon  the  ground  ever  since  Christmas;  and  ^ 
Irost  constant.  ,., 

My  grandson  jobs  m  best  compliments  to  yourself  and 
Miss  Laurens.  With  sincere  esteem  and  affection  I  have  the 
lLoiK>r  to  be,  dear  sir,  &c«  B.  Franklin^  ' 
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To  W.  Stbahan,  Esq,  M,  P.  King's  Printer, 
London. 

S^iggettiofu  as  to  the  deplorable  situation  of  the   En^ish 
government. 

Dear  Sir,  Passy,  Feb.  l6,  1784. 

I  received  and  read  with  pleasure  your  kind  let- 
ter of  the  first  instant,  as  it  informed  me  of  the  welfare  of  you 
and  yours.  I  am  glad  the  accounts  you  have  frond  your  kint* 
woman  at  Philadelphia  are  agreeable,  and  I  shall  be  happy 
if  ahy  recommendations  from  me  can  be  serviceable  to  Dlr. 
Ross,  or  any  others,  friends  of  yours  going  to  Anierica. 

Your  arguments  persuading  ipe  to  come  once  more  to  Eng** 
land,  are  very  powerful.  To  be  sure  I  long  to  see  again  my 
friends  there,  whom  I  love  abundantly :  but  there  are  diJBBcal* 
ties  and  objections  of  several  kinds^  which  at  present  I  cldii^t 
see  how  to  get  over. 

'  I  lament  with  you  the  political  disorders  England  atpre- 
^Wt  labors  under.  Your  papers  are  full  of  strange  accounts 
of  anarchy  and  confusion  in  America,  of  which  we  know  no* 
tlnng,  while  your  own  affairs  are  really  in  a  deplorable  situa- 
idon.  In  my  humble  opinion^  the  root  of  the  evil  lies  not  ao 
ipudi  in  too  long,  or  too  unequally  chosen  parliaments,  aa  m 
the  enormous  salaries,  emoluments,  and  patronage  of  your 
great  officers ;  and  that  you  will  never  be  at  rest  till  they  >uf 
all  abblHihed,  ahd  every  place  of  honor  made  at  the  '8ain6 
timi^,  instead  of  a  place  of  profit,  a  place  of  expense  and  bur- 
then. Ambition  and  avarice  are  each  of  them  strong  passiona^ 
and  wlien  they  are  united  in  the  same  persons,  and  have  the 
same  ohjects  in  view  for  their  gratification,  they  are  too  strong 
for  public  spirit  and  love  of  country,  and  are  apt  to  produce 
the  most  violent  factions  and  contentions.  They  should  diere- 
fpTc  be  separated^  and*  made  to  act  one  against  the  other. 


y. 


Those  places^  to  speak  io  our  old  style  (brother  type)  may  be 
good  for  the  chapel  but  they  are  bad  for  the  master,  as  they 
create  constant  quarrels  that  hinder  the  business.  For  exftm- 
pie,  here  are  two  months  that  your  government  has  t>een  em- 
ployed in  getting  its  form  to  press;  which  is  not  yet  fit  to 
work  on,  every  page  of  it  being  sqiuibbled,  and  the  whole 
ready  to  fall  into  pye.  The  founts  too  must  be  very  scanty, 
or  strangely  out  of  sorts,  since  your  compositors  cannot  fitid 
either  upper  or  lower-case  letters  sufficient  to  set  the  Mrord 
Administration,  but  are  forced  to  be  continually  turning 
for  them.  However,  to  return  to  common  (though  periiaps 
too  saucy) language^  don't  despair;  you  have  still  one  resoufee 
left,  and  that  not  a  bad  one,  smce  it  may  re-unite  the  emjnre. 
We  have  some  remains  of  affection  for  yoU;  and  shall  always 
be  ready  to  receive  and  take  care  of  you  in  case  of  distress. 
So  if  you  have  not  sense  and  virtue  enough  to  govern  your- 
adves,  e'en  dissolve  your  present  old  crazy  constitution  and 
send  members  to  congress. 

You  will  say  my  advice  '*  smells  of  Madeira"     You  are 

right.    This  foolish  letter  is  mere  chit-chat  between  oursehety 

^▼er  the  second  bottle.  If,  therefore,  you  show  it  to  any  body, 

,(^cept  our  indulgent  friends,  Dagge  and  lady  Strachan)! 

will  positively  solles  you.    Yours  ever  most  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 

To  Henry  Laurens,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir,  Pass^j  March  12,  1784. 

I  vmte  this  in  great  pain  from  the  gout  in  both 
ieet;  but  my  young  friend  your  son  haviilg  informed  me  that 
'  he  sets  out  for  London  to-morrow,  I  could  not  slip  the  op- 
portunity^ as  perhaps  it  is  the  only  safe  one  that  may  occur 
before  your  departure  for  America.  I  wish  mine  was  as  near. 
I  think  I  have  reason  to  complab  that  I  am  so  long  without 
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an  answer  from  congress  to  my  request  of  recal.  I  wkb 
rather  to  die  in  my  own  country  than  here ;  and.  though  iht 
tipper  part  of  the  building  appears  yet  tolerably  firm,  yet  be- 
ing undermined  by  the  stone  and  gout  united,  its  fall  cannot 
be  far  distant.  You  are  so  good  as  to  offer  me  your  fri^Difflj 
services.  You  cannot  do  me  one  more  acceptable  at  present 
than  that  of  forwarding  m^  dismission.  In- all  other  respects 
as  well  as  that,  I  shall  ever  look  on  your  friendship  as  an  honor 
to  me; , being  with  sincere  and  great  esteem,  .    ' 

:;!...  dear  sir,  &c.  &c. 

.;^^    ,  ^  March  IS,  1784, 

P.  S.  Having  had  a  tderable  night,  I  find  mjpself  sonie^ 
thing .  better  this  morning.  .  In  reading  over  my  letter,  I  per^ 
peive  an  omission  of  my  thanks  for  your  Iqnd  assurances  of 
never  forsaking  my  defence,  jshould  there,  be  need.  I  appre- 
hend (l^t  the  violent  antipathy  of  a  certain  person  to  me  may 
have:  produced  some  calumnies,  which  what  you  have  seen 
a^d  beard  here  may  enable  you  to  refute.  You  wil^  thereby 
exceedbgly  oblige  one,  v^ho  has  lived  beyond  all  other  am- 
bition than  that  of  dying  with  the  fair  character  he  has  lonjj; 
jende^vored  to  deserve.  As  to  my  infallibility,'' which  you  do 
not;  undertake  to  maintain,  I  am  too  modest  myself  to  ckdm 
it,  thi^t  is,  in  general;  though  when  we  come  to  particulars, 
I,  like  other  people,. give  it  up  with  difficulty.  Steele  says, 
that  the  differ^^e  b^tweei^  the  churfli  of  Rome  and  the 
church  of  England  on  that  point. is  only  this;  that  the  one 
pretends  to  be  infallible,  and  the  other  to  be  never  im  the 
wrong.  In  this  latter  sense  we  are  most  of  us  church  of 
England  men,  though  few  of  us  confess  it,  and  express  it  to 
naturally  and  frankly  as  a  certain  lady  here,  who  said,  1  don't 
know  how  it  happens,  but  I  meet  with  nobody  except  myself^ 


,^4M(y  gi^tldson  joiiM  me  in  affectionate  tespects  to  jiioiittiid 
M-young  I6dj:  With  best  wishes  for  your  health  and  pmspe* 
id^i    Your*,  B.  FftA^KLIlt•-- 

.;.,.      To  M».  Walter,  Pbinteb,  Lonpon  ;  . ,  ^.,.  . 
•  ^' «  On  lAe  logographkal  tmode  offtiiUimg,  - . 

'Sir,  Pflwy,  ^prt7  17V 17ML  » 

I  haTe  received  a  book,  for  which  I  understand 
L  am  obliged  to  you,  the  Introduction  to  Logography .  1  hafvf 
readit  with  attention,  and  as  iar  as  1  understand  it,  am  mucli 
l^teis^  with  it.  1  do  not  perfectly  compirebend  the  afnmge- 
<ttenf  ctf  his  cases ;  but  the  reduction  of  Ae  number  of  pMeeis 
by  'die  rootiB  of  words,  and  their  difiieirent  Icfrminatioiis/  ia'M* 
Iretfidy  ingenioul;  and  I  like  much  the  idea  of  ceinenUn^  Afe 
lefteriB,  instead  of  coasting  Woitis  oi  syllaBlies,'  which  I  fornMaiy 
%^mpted  and  succeeded  in,  having  invented  li  mould  aM 
method  by  v/hich  I  bould  in  a  few  minutes  form  a  matrieeliiNl 
adjust  it,-' of  toy  word  in  atiy  fount  at  pleasmre,  aild  pi4>ceM'tb 
t!iisi  from  it'  "I  siend  enclosed  a  spiecimett  of  some  of  injf'iinp- 
imnaiions,  and  >MrouId  willingly  instruct 'Mr.  J6hns6n  'n&  'flie 
nrediod  if  he  desired  it,  but  he  has  a  better. '  Hei  mikfgUte 
aome  improvements  that  have  been' proj^^d,  but  takek^iio 
faoUce  of  one  published  here  at  Paris,  in '!l  776;  so  Tsiipj^ose 
fie  has  neither  seen  nor  heard  of  it  It  is  in  a  qilkrto  )pf9iUri]()li- 
liii  intitled,  Noweint  SysttmeTypdgf^hique,-iAt  ^i^'ie 
^iminuer  de  moitii,  dans  toutis  les  Lnpfimeriiis  de  FBShi^, 
li  travail  el  tea  frdit  de  Composittonfde  Correetioni  e#-*fe 
"liisifibution,  decouvert  en  1 774,  par  Mad/f^e  de  ***.  Frustra 
fit  per  plura  quod  potest  fieri  per  pauciora.  j1  P4trb,  de 
VImprimrU  Royale,  MDCCLXXVI.    It  is  dedicated  to 


the  kingi  who  was  at  the  expense  of  the  expmmeoitu  Tm0t 
commissaries  were  named  to  examine  and  render  an  aocoHBlt 
of  them;  theywere  M.Desmarets,  of  the  Academy  of  ScieoclM^ 
and  M.  Barbou^  an  eminent  printer.  Their  report  conrlndrtr 
dius:  ^^  Nous  nous  contenterons  de  dire  ici  que  M.  de  Saiaft 
Paul  a  reropli  les  engagemens  qu'il  avoit  contractus  avec  fe 
Gouvemement;  que  ses  experiences  projet^es  ont  6t6  oqa^ 
duites  avec  beaucoup  de  mfethode  et  d'intelligence  de  sa  paftf 
et  que  par  des  calculs  longs  et  pinibles,  qui  sontle  fruit  dfuai 
grand  nombre.de  comlunaisons  raisonn^es,  il  en  a  d6duit  pin-' 
aieurs  r6sultats  qui  m6ritent  .d'etre  proposes  aux  artiirtei^f4 
qui  nous  paroisaent  propres  i  idairer  la  pratique  de  I'inqm^ 
merie  actuelle,  et  i  en  abr6ger  certainement  les  proe6dM|^ 
Son  projet  ne  pent  que  gagner  aux  contradictions  qu^il  essuiaBar 
sans  doute»  de  la  part  des  gens  de  Tart.  A  Paris,  le  8  Janvieii 
1776.''  The  pamphlet  consists  of  six^*six  pi^^  conlaippaf 
a  number  of  tables  of  words  and  parts  of  words,  expkm^onf 
^  those  tables,  calculations,  answers  to  objections,  kc.  1  <will 
mleavor  to  gel^pne  to  send  you  if  you  desire  k:  miMi  j|^ 
iMnmd  up  with  odiers  in  a  volume,  it  was. after  seefaig'^ut 
piece  that  I  cast  the  syllables  I  send  you  a  sample  of,  I  lia«a 
not  heard,  that  any  of  the  printen  h^re  make  at  present  tfH» 
Jeasl  iise  of  the  iavention  of  Madame  de  ***«  You  will  ob- 
serve  that  it  pretended  only  to  lessen  the  work  by  one-half; 
3Ir.  Johnson's  mediod  lessens  it  three-fourths.  I  should  be 
1^  to  know  with  what  the  letters  are  cemented.  I  think  cih 
meotinf  b|G(tter,  thfp  ^astisig  them  together,  because  if  one  letter 
happens  to  be  hattered,  it  n^y  be  taken  away  and  anotiMr 
^mented  in  its  place.  I  received  no  letter  with  the  pampUf|» 
1  am^  oTj  &€.  9.  Fran  RMV» 


tpSB  I>KUUr«Ae9Il«Efl>OmKIMB  mw.i. 

4iir>^  - />  .  I  received  youri  of  tb^.  15lfa( 'install t^  dtid »liitl 
flfemoiiai  it  endosed.  Tbe'acoount  dieygive^f  yourgilMlMii 
gnereB'  me.  I  send  i  you  her^witb  a  bill  for  |Ai  Louit'd'arii 
lidOjOot  pretend  to  gftv  aedi  a  sum;  I  pnlyiJiiid  it^to^^Mk 
Ifihen  you  sball  return  to  your  comtryi  with  «'good  chanM^^ 
yoiiicaDDot  fiiil  ofigettiog  iBto^someibasiness  tbattwili  wtimi 
iBa)>lfi  yon  to  pay  all  your  debtft:  in  that  tmt^'mhek  i^nmmfi 
iji^t'sanotKerlMOiMt  man  in  istibilar di9trei8p!f0iia«i|t»paji  anf 
lqr;lending  lUs .  anm  >to  faim ;»  en^imnngtfasntf  itQ'iduKliBrgnp  the 
Mii;:i^ial^iltt4>pora6ott  wfaea.fae.ahalhiM^  ihiiii<|mnet 

fiSi.aochfattotiier..oppQrtttnity4  Ilu>p6it«n(yitbnng»ttfaroagb 
paiQrJiattd^' ipefore  it  meets  with^a  >kiiavq<thi(t  jwill  iiap\)U 
pnagresai  t  This  is.  a.  tnde  plwineifov  doingittdealaf  fo^d 
liithja  littiemooey^;  Xamnot'ricfa'eDongii  to  affcArd  nwcA  in 
gMilfViorkBy  and-io'am  obliged  tobevc^natag  and  maJbplhn 
nHiat^•of  a:  iil/ia.f  With  beat j«naheafo»lfai^aubceaatof'<}«tti 
ipBnieHaI>'And?ytonrtfiatur^  piwJperi^V'  /  ■"''  -^  ''^  ^  "''^  ""^^ 
9d)  )i  .i| am^ilear air^ ^oui^^moptoWdieiiaemn^-^  *^  « '•' 
•  do  i!i..-- IJ-.  ■      .•        '■     i:;.;!'!'!'.      ''••'■   •t.B;'Fli»AKttt»ll-i 

■r>Itiiv;-STO,-'-  '•■••  '  •  ■'••  "Pkiw^/afty  Iftj^^WMi^-^; 

:'i]  io:  .i  i :  I  ;I  teeekred  y^utf  land  ikt^widiyoAi' c^M«^^ 
allfice'lo(the'ik^te  of  the  United  States;  Which  I  ^Md  iSOtk 
gretft '  pleasurey  and  hope  it  will  be  "duly  regaordied*  Sodi 
writiogs,  though  they  may  be  lightly  passed  over  by  many 
readers,  yet  if  they  make  a  deep  impression  on  one  active 
mind-  in  an  hnndred^  the  effects  may  be  coaiaideitble*  Permit 


me  tx>  mention  one  little  instance  wbich^  dialighit  relatiesto 
tokjaeif,  willnot  be  quite  uninteresting  to  yoii.  When  I  ivas 
a  boy,  I  met  with  a  book  intided  Enays  to  do  Oood^  whicb 
I  dunk  was  written  by  your  fiither.  It  had  been  ^o  little  ip^* 
garded  by  a  former  possessor,  that  sevefal  leaves  of.it  were 
torn:  out;  but  the  ireraainder  gave  me. such  a  turn  of  thii&ing 
aai  to  have  aii  influence  on  myoonduct  dirough  life;  ifor  I  have 
always  set  aigrcater  value  on  the- character  of  a  doer  of  g$6d 
than  on  any  jdthea  kind.of  reputation ;  andif  I  have  beeny  ai 
yum  seem  Co  fibinkV  a  useful  citizen^  the  public  owes  .dieadi 
vaiDtage  of  itfto  that  jbook;.  You  mention  your  being  in  yo«t 
78th  year;  I  am  in  my  79th;  ^e  are  grown  old  togedier;'  it 
is  inow  more  than^sixty  years,  since  I  left  Boston,  .butXrfr 
member  well  both  your  father  ai^d  grandfither,  having  hear! 
them  bothiia  the  pulpit,  andaeen  diem  in  their-housiss.  *  The 
last.time  I  saw i your  father  was  in. the  beginning. of  17M( 
when  I'Kisited  him  after  jniy  first  trip  to  Pennsylvania^'  .Urn 
nsceivdd  pieia  hb  Ubraryy  and  on  my  taking: leave  showed. niir 
aiisfaorter.way  oiil'.iof  the  bauae  ;through.  a>narro«v,'paasagiB^ 
which  was  crossed  by  a  beaoa  over:  head.  We  weie  still  taUb* 
ing  as  i  withdrew,  be  acoooipaiijnng.meJbebind,  and  I  tumnif 
pardy  towards. him,  when  he  said  hastily,  stoop,  stoop!  I  did 
not  understand  him  till  I  felt  my  head  hit  against  the  beam* 
He  was  a  man  that  never  missed  any  occasion  of  giving  m- 
struction,  and  upon  4bis  he  said  to  me,  jfoii  are  youngs  and 
Juive  the  v^rld^infoi^p yenfi  stoop  as  you  go  through  it,^tnd 
you  mil  mm  mfmf^hwfd  thumps.  This  advice  thus  beat  tnte 
ipy.bead,  has  freqi^i^dji  b^,pf,i^  to  inej^^u^  I  often  think 
of.  i^  when  I  sefi  pride  moi;^%|^  and  inisfortunea  broi^ 
upon  people  bjf|. their  icanrying,thieir)i<^ds  \/oo  high.  ^ 
.;J  long,  ipuch  ;to*8^  again  jquy  na^v<e  place,  and  to  IfQ^  mj 
bones  diere.  1  left  it  m  l?aaf  I  visited  it  in  173S^.1Z4S^ 
1763,and  I76d^    In  1773 1  wtsiftEoglaiid;  in  1775 1 IumI 


154  PKItJUrB'CaBRBSPONMNCrX  »AK«  n 

t«i|^  of  f^  biitcoold  natenter^  it  being  in  potieiitos'tf  th* 
enemy.  I  did  .hope  to  have  been  there  in  1783,  bnt  eiHdil 
iiot'bbtain  my  dismisaion^from  this  employment  here;  and 
aow  I  fear  I  shall  never  have  that  Iiaiq>ineas*  My  best  wisbea 
however  attend  my  dear  country.  Euo  perpetua.  It  is  now 
blest  with  an  excellent  constitution;  may  it  last  for  ever! 

This  powerful  monarchy  continues  its  friendship  for  the 
United  States.  It  is  a  friendship  of  the  utmost  importMice 
to  our  security,  and  should  be  carefully  cukivated.  BrilHD 
has  not  yet  well  digested  the  loss  of  its  domiiiion  over  mjf 
and  has  still  at  times  some  flattering  hopes  of  rrecoveting  k* 
Accidents  may  increase  those  hopes,  and  encourage,  dangerooa 
attempts.  A  breach  between  us  and  France  would  infidliblj 
bring  the  i£nglish  again  upon  our  backs ;  and  yet  we  Jana 
aoma  vrild  heads  among  our  countrymen  who  are  endeavoriaig 
ID  weaken  that  connexion  I  Let  us  preserve  our  reputation  -by 
performing  our  engagements;  our  credit  by  fulfilling. anr 
Ipontracts;  and  friends  by  gratitude  and  kindness;  for  wo 
know  not  how  soon  we  may  again  have  'occasion  for  dft  of 
IhetnJ    Vfifh  great  and  sincere  esteem,  *      'It'/ 

I  have  tka  honor  to  be,  8cc. 
•^  f        -  B.  FRANXLlir^ 

-if.-     '  ■■       . 

.J.  ...  To  De.  PBRCtVAU 

'  Reindrks  on  dvelKng:  ■- 

'''6bae  Sift,  Pas^,  July  17, 1784. 

I  recdived  yesterday  by  Mr.  White  your  kmd 
hiiet  of  May  11th,  with  the  most  agreeable  present  of  your 
niw  book. '  I  read  it  all  before  I  slept,  wfaidi  is  a  proof  of 
^e  good  effeets  your  happy  manner  has  of  dravriog  yooir 
ftadcir^  on,  by  mixing  little  anecdotes  and  historic^  lacts  with 
'''■'      ]'■'■   '■     '  I  ■  '■' ' 

^^l^^a^al^aIalsrSlyP^sse^tal^p^^S|•anan^Jsd^l^ 


your  sutroclions.    Be  pleated  to  accept  my  gntefalAcknowf 
ledgments  for  the  pleasure  it  has  afibrded  me. 

It  is  astonisbiog  that  the  murderous  practice  of  duelUpg^ 
which  you  so  justly  condemn,  should  continue  so  long  m 
vogue.  Formerly,  when  duels  were  used  to  determine  law 
suits,  from  an  opinion  that  Providence  would  in  every  instance 
fayor  truth  and  right  with  victory,  they  were  excusable.  At 
present,  they  decide  nothing.  A  man  says  something,  which 
another  teUs  him  is  a  lie.  They  fight;  but  whichever  is 
kiUed>  the  pomt  in  dispute  remains  unsettled.  To  this  pmw 
pose  they  have  a  pleasant  little  story  here;  A  gendeman  in 
a  cofiee-house  desired  another  to  sit  further  from  him, .  Why 
so  ?  Because^  sir,  you  stink  !  That  is  an  affront|  .and  yoii 
must  fight  me.  I  will  fight  you,  if  you  insist  upon  it ;  but  I 
do  not  see  how  that  will  metad  die  matter.  For  if  you  kiH 
mie,  1  shall  stink  too ;  and  if  I  kill  you,  you  will  stink,  tf  |Nis» 
sihle,  more  dian  you  do  at  present.  How  can  such niiserable 
sinners  as  we  are  entertain  so  much  pride,  as  to  conceit  that 
every  offence  against  our  imagined  honor  merits  deatkf 
These  petty  princes  in  their  own  opinion  would  eall;thatflOVl^> 
reign  a  tyrant,  who  should  put  one  of  them  to  death  for  a  little 
uncivU  language,  though  pointed  at  his  sacred  person;  yet 
every  one  of  them  makes  himself  judge  in  his  own  cause^ 
condemns  the  ofitsnder  widiotit  a  jury,  and  undertakes  faimsdf 
to  be  the  execiitiotter.  With  nncere  and  great  esteem,  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  iBOSt 
humble  servalnt, 

,       .  B.FRANXLUf.;. 

P.S.  Our  friend,  Mr.  Vai^ah,  may  peihapis  €<Httmingijr 

cate  to  yousome  •conjectuxes.oL  j:ailie^idi9ting,j4^  th^.cpld  .pf 

.last  winter,  which  I  sent  hipa  in  return  for  the  observations  op 

cold  of  Professor  Wilson^..  If  he  should^  and  jqu  fliiak  them 

worthy  so  ouicb^notipe,  you  may  show  il^im  to  Jfonr  Philoso- 
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phical  S6de^» '  lo  whichil  wish  all  imaginable  filccess^ 
Their  rules  appear  to  me  excellent. 


1 


To   Miess.  Webms  and>6amt»  Citizens  qf  the 

United  STATESy  London  ; 

On  their  msh  to  obtain  ordination. 

Gentlemen,  .  Pn^sy,  near  Paris,.  July  18,  .1784.  : 
On  receipt^  jour  letter,  acquainting  me.th^t 
4he  archbxaihop,  of  CanterbMry  *  ^Cfuld  not  permit  jpu  to  be 
iMrdained;  unless  you  took  ,the  Q^  of  allegiance,  },  applied  to 
aciclergyman  of  p>y  acquaintance  for  information,  on  the  sub- 
ject of.. your  obtaining  ordinalaon  here.  His  opinion  was^ 
that  it:  could  not  be  done ;  and  ■  that  if  it  were  done,  you 
.ivould  be  required  to  vow  obedience  to  the  aichbishop  of 
Pam.  .1  next  inquired  of  the  pope's  nuncio,  whether  you 
might  not  be  ordained  by  their  bishop  in  America,  powers 
being  sent  him  for  that  purpose,  if  he  has  them  not  already  ? 
Xhe  answer  was,  the  thing  is  inlpossible,  unless  the  gentlemen 
Jbecome  Catholics. 

,.  This  is  an  affair  of  which  I  know  veiy  little,  and  therefore 
j[ina^  a^k  questions  and  propose  means  that  are  improper  or 
kl^acjicable.  But  what  is  the  necessity  of  your  being  con- 
pected  w;th  the  church  of  England  ?  Would  it  not  be  as  well 
|f  ^ou  were  of  the.  church  of  Ireland  i  the  religion  is  the 
aame,  though  there  is  a  different  set  of  bishops  and  arch- 
bishops. Perhaps  if  you  were  to  apply  to  the  bishop  of 
jypffyj  ^  who  is  a  man  of  liberal  sentiments,  he  might  give 
X9t^  orders  as  of  that  church.    If  both  Britain  and  Ireland 

^  Tht  PhUoiophicalSoeUtyrfMhncheMer,  of  wh\diJ)T.Te^ 
one  of  the  piindpaT  fcmnders  and  ornaments. 

^  Dt.  Moeia.  ?  LoidBrisleL 


• 


FART  T.  eF  BENJAMIN   FRANKLIN.'  157 

refuse  you^  (and  I  am  not  sure  that  the  bishops  of  DenmaA: 
or  Sweden  would  ordain  you,  unless  you  became  Liitbenms) 
what  is  then  to  be  done  ?  Next  to  becoming  presbyteriam, 
the  episcopalian  clergy  of  America,  in  my  humble  opinkm^ 
cannot  do  better  than  to  follow  thelsxample  of  the  first  clergy 
of  Scotland,  soon  after  the  conversion  of  that  country  to 
Christianity,  who,  when  their  king  had  built  the  cathedral  of 
St  Andrews,  and  requested  the  king  of  Northumberland  to 
lend  his  bishops  to  ordain  one  for  them,  that  their  clergy  might 
not  as  heretofore  be  ol^liged  to  go  to  Northumberland  for 
orders,  and  their  request  was  refused ;  they  assembliei^iH  di^ 
cathedral ;  and  the  mitre,  crozier,  and  robes  of  a  bishop  being 
laid  upon  the  altsir,  they,  after  earnest  prayers  for  direction 
in  their  choice,  elected  one  of  their  own  number ;  when  the 
king  said  to  him.  Arise,  go  to  the  altar,  and  receive  your 
office  at  the  hand  of  God.  His  brethren  led  him  to  the  altar, 
robed  him,  put  the  crozier  in  hb  hand,  and  the  mitre  on  bis 
head,  aud  he  became  the  first  bishop  of  Scotland. 

If  the  British  islands  were  sunk  in  the  sea  (and  the  surface 
of  this  globe  has  suffered  greater  changes),  you  would  probaUy 
take  some  such  method  as  this:  and  if  they  persist  in  denying; 
you  ordination,  it  is  the  samethidgr  An  hundced  years  hence^ 
when  people  are  more  enlightened,  it  will  be  wondered  at, 
that  i&en  in  America,  qualified  by  their  learning  and  piety  to 
pray  for  and  instruct  dieir  neighbors,  should  not  be  permitted 
to  do  it  till  they  had  made  a  voyage  of  6000  miles  out  and 
home,  to  ask  leave  of  a  cross  old  gentleman  at  Canterburir; 
who  aeems,  by  your  account,  to  have  as  little  regard  for  the 
souls  of  the  people  of  Maryland,  as  king  William's  attom^-r 
general,  Seymour,  had  for  those  of  Virginia.  Thexexerend 
commissary,  Blair,  who  projected  the  college  of  that  province, 
and  was  in  England  to  solicit  benefiMUions  and  a  cbartei;* 
relates,  that  the  t^tiien  in  the  king's  absence,  having  ordered 
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Seymour  lo  dmw  up  the  charter  which  wa^  to  be  gif  en,  widi 
9O00L  in  moneys  he  opposed  the  grant ;'  sayings  that  the 
nation  was  engaged  in  an  expensive  war^  that  the  money  wai 
wanted  for  better  purposes,  and  he  did  not  see  the  least  occa- 
aion  for  a  college  in  Virginia.  Blair  represented  to  him,  that 
its  rotefition  was  to  educate  and  qualify  young  men  to  be  mi- 
nisters of  the  gospel,  mufch  wanted  there ;  and  begged  Mr. 
Attorney  would  consider  that  the  people  of  Virginia  had  ^ouls 
to  be  saved  as  well  as  the  people  of  England.  SoiUs!  (said 
he,)  damn  your  souls  I  Make  tobacco  !  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  gentlemen,  8cc.  B.  Franklin. 

To  B.  Vauohan,  Esq. 

Various  matter — Restraints   on    commerce — Ltixury    and 
industry,  S^c. 

Dear  Friend,  Passyy  July  26,  1784. 

I  have  received  several  letters  from  you  lately,  dated 
June  16,  June  30,  and  July  13.     I  thank  you  for  the  infor- 
mation respecting  the  proceedings  of  your  West  India  mer- 
chants, or  rather  planters.     The  restraints,  whatever  they  may 
be  upon  our  commerce  with  your  islands,  will  prejudice  Uiicir 
inhabitants,  I  apprehend,  more  than  us.     It  is  wonderful  how 
preposterously  the  affairs  of  this  world  are  managed.    Natu- 
rally one  would  imagine  that  the  interests  of  a  few  particulars 
should  give  way  to  general  interest.     But  particulars  manage 
Mbeir  affairs  with  so  much  more  application,  industry,  and 
\address  than  the  public  do  theirs,  that  general  interest  most 
(a>mmonly  gives  way  to  particular.    We  assemble  parliaments 
and  councils  to  have  the  benefit  of  their  collected  wisilom, 
btit  we  necessarily  have  at  the  same  time  the  inconvenience  of 
their  collected  passions,  prejudices,  and  private  intereats*   By 
the  help  of  these,  artful  men  overpower  the  wisdom,  and  dupe 
its  possessors  ^  and  if  we  may  Judge  by  the  acta^  decrees^  and 
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edicts  all  the  world  OTer  for  regulating  commerce,  an  \ 

of  wise  men  is  the  greatest  fool  upon  earth.  .    >» 

I  have  received  Cook's  Vojages,  which  you  put  Mr.  Oswald 
in  the  way  of  sending  to  me.  By  some  mistake  the  first  fp^ 
iume  vras  omitted,  and  instead  of  it  a  duplicate  sent  of  ihe 
third.  If  there  is  a  gpod  print  of  Cook  I  should  be  glad  to 
have  it,  being  personally  acquainted  with  him.  I  thank  you 
for  the  pamphlets  by  Mr.  Estlin.  Every  thing  you  send  me 
gives  me  pleasure ;  to  receive  your  account  would  give  one 
more  than  all. 

I  am  told  that  the  litde  pamphlet  of  advice  tosuckasm^ 
remove  to  Jmerica, '  is  reprinted  in  London,  with  my  naoie 
to  it,  which  I  would  rather  bad  been  omitted;  but  wish  to  see 
a  copy  when  you  have  an  opportunity  of  sending  it. 

Mr.  Hartley  has  long  continued  here  in  expectation  of  in* 
structions  for  making  a  treaty  of  commerce,  but  they  do  not 
come,  and  I  begin  to  suspect  none  are  intended ;  though  per* 
haps  the  delay  is  only  occasioned  by  the  over-great  burthen  of 
business  at  present  on  the  shoulders  of  your  ministers.  We  dp 
not  press  the  matter,  but  are  content  to  wait  till  they  can  see 
their  interest  respecting  America  more  clearly,  being  certain 
that  we  can  shift  as  well  as  you  without  a  treaty. 

The  conjectures  I  sent  you  concerning  the  cold  of  fast 
winter  still  appear  to  me  probable  :  the  moderate  season  ill 
Russia  and  Canada  does  not  weaken  them.  I  think  our  fro^t 
here  began  about  the  24th  of  December,  in  America  the  Ifith 
of  January.  I  thauk  you  for  recommending  to  me  Mr.  Ar- 
buthnot :  I  have  had  pleasure  in  his  conversation.  I  win 
much  to  see  the  new  pieces  you  had  in  hand.  I  congratulate 
you  on  the  return  of  your  wedding-day,  and  wish  for  your  salio. 


\See  W|ixTureS|  Part  ixi.    MisceUoHimj  Sec.  S. 
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and  Mrs.  Vaugban'si  tbat  yoii  ma;  see  a  great  many  of  Aem, 
all  as  happy  as  the  first;  ■  •'  y 

I  like  the  young  stranger  very  much :  he  seems  sensible^ 
iogeniousy  and  modest,  has  a  good  deal  of  mstructiony  and 
makes  judicious  remarks.  He  will  probably  distinguish  faim* 
self  advantageously. 

I  have  not  yet  heard  from  Mr.  Naime. 

Dr.  Price's  pamphlet  of  advice  to  America  is  a  good  on^ 
and  will  do  good.  Yon  ask  '^  what  remedy  I  have  for  the 
growing  luxury  of  my  country,  which  gives  so  much  tffencetfk 
all  Enf^nh  travdlen  without  exceptioa  ?''  1  answer,  that  I 
dunh  it  enggeratedy^and  that' travellers'  are  no  good  judgei^ 
wfaedier  our  luxury  is-growhig  or  diminishing;  Our  peopit 
are  hospitable,  and  have  indeed  too  much  pride  in  displaying 
upoh  dieir  tables  before  strangers  the  plenty  and  variety  that 
our  country  affords.  They  have  the  vanity  too  of  sometimet 
borrowing  one  another's  plate,  to  entertsiin  more  splendidly^ 
Strangers  being  invited  from  house  to  house,  and  meeting 
every  day  with  a  feast,  imagine  what  diey  see  is  the  ordinafi^ 
way  of  living  of  all  the  families  where  they  dine ;  when  per^ 
faape  each  family  lives  a  week  after  upon  the  remains  of  this 
dinner  given..  It  is,  I  own,  a  folly  in  our  people  to  give  such 
offence  to  English  travellers.  The  first  part  of  the  proverb 
is  diereby  verified,  that/oo/s  makefeaits.  I  wish  inthiaoase 
the  odier  were  as  true,  and  wise  men  eat  them.  These  tra- 
vellers might,  one  would  think,  find  some  fault  they  could 
more  decently  reproach  us  with,  than  that  of  our  excessive 
civility  to  them  as  strangers. 

I  have  not  indeed  yet  thought  of  a  remedy  for  luxury:  I  tA 
not  sure  that  in  a  great  state  it  is  capable  of  a  remedy  >  nor 
tbat  the  evil  is  in  itself  always  so  great  as  it  is  represented. 
Suppose  we  include  in  the  definition  of  luxury  all  unneces- 
sary expense,  and  then  let  us  consider  wfaetbor  laws  to  prevent 
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such  expense  are  possible  to  be  executed  io  a  great  country  { 
and  whether^  if  they  could  be  executed,  our  people  generally 
would  be  happier,  or  even  richer.  Is  not  the  hope  of  oqq!^ 
day  beii)g  able  to  purchase  and  enjoy  luxuries  a  great  spur  to  / 
labor  and  industry  i  May  not  luxury,  therefore,  produce  more  / 
than  it  consumes,  if,  without  such  a  spur  people  would  be,  as  \ 
they  are  naturally  enough  inclined  to  be,  lazy  and  indolent  ?/ 
To  this  purpose  I  remember  a  circumstance.  The  skipper  of 
a  shallop  employed  between  Cape  May  and  Philadelphia,  bad 
done  us  some  small  service,  for  which  he  refused  pay.  Mj 
wife  understanding  that  he  had  a  daughter,  sent  her  as  a  pre- 
sent  a  new-fashioned  cap.  Three  years  after,  this  skipper 
being  at  my  house  with  an  old  farmer  of  Cape  May,  his  pafls* 
senger,  he  mentioned  the  cap,  and  how  much  his  daughter  had 
beefr  pleased  with  it ;  but,  said  he,  it  proved  a  dear  cap  la 
our  congregation.  How  so  i  When  my  daughter  appeared 
in  it  at  meeting,  it  was  so  much  admired,  that  all  the  girif 
resolved  to  get  such  caps  from  Philadelphia ;  and  my  wife  «ul 
I  computed  that  the  whole  could  not  have  cost  less  than  onehun^ 
dred  pounds.  True,  said  the  farmer,  but  3^>u  do  not  tell  all  the 
story ;  I  think  the  cap  was  nevertheless  an  advantage  to  ue  ; 
for  it  was  the  first  thing  that  set  our  girls  upon  knitting  worslMl 
mittens  for  sale  at  Philadel(diia,  that  they  might  have  where*> 
withal  to  buy  caps  and  ribbands  there ;  and  you  know  that 
that  industry  has  continued,  and  is  likely  to  continue  and  » 
crease  to  a  much  greater  value,  and  answer  better  purposely 
Upon  the  whole,  I  was  more  reconciled  to  this  Httle  piece  of 
luxury,  since  not  only  the  girls  were  made  happier  by  baviag 
fine  caps,  but  the  Philadelphians  by  the  supply  of  vrana 
mittens. 

ia  our  commercial  towns  upon  the  &ea-€oast,  fortunes  wiH 
occasionally  be  made.  Some  of  those  who  grow  ridi  vnll  be 
prudent,  live  within  bounds^  and  preserve  what  they  have 

▼  OL.I.  L 
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gained  for  their  posterity.  Others^  fond  of  showing  their 
Wealth,  1^'ill  be  extravagant  and  ruin  themselves.  Laws  cannot 
prevent  this,  and  perhaps  it  is  not  always  an  evil  to  the  public. 
A  shilling  spent  idly  by  a  fool  may  be  picked  up  by  a  wiser 
■person,  who  knows  better  what  to  do  with  it :  it  is  therefore 
not  lost.  A  vain  silly  fellow  builds  a  fine  house,  furnishes  it 
richly,  lives  in  it  expensively,  and  in  a  few  years  ruins  himself; 
but  the  masons,  carpenters,  smiths,  and  other  honest  trlMlea- 
men,  have  been  by  his  employ  assisted  in  mamtaining  and 
raising  their  families  ;  the  farmer  has  been  paid  for  his  labor 
and  encouraged,  and  the  estate  is  now  in  better  hands.  lo 
aome  cases,  indeed,  certain  modes  of  luxury  may  be  a  public 
evil,  in  the  same  manner  as  it  is  a  private  one.  If  there  be  a 
imtion,  for  instance,  that  exports  its  beef  and  linen  to  pay  for 
its  importations  of  claret  and  porter,  while  a  great  part  of  its 
people  live  upon  potatoes,  and  wear  no  shirts,  wherein  does 
it  differ  from  the  sot  who  lets  his  family  8tarve>  and  sells  his 
clothes  to  buy  drink  ?  Our  American  commerce  is,  I  confess 
a  little  in  this  way.  We  sell  our  victuals  to  your  islands  for 
rum  and  vugar ;  the  substantial  necessaries  of  life  for  its  super- 
fluities. But  we  have  plenty  and  live  well  nevertheless; 
though  by  being  soberer  we  might  be  richer.  By-the^bye^ 
here  is  just  issued  an  arrei  of  council  taking  off  all  the  duties 
upon  the  exportation  of  brandies,  which,  it  is  said,  will  render 
them  cheaper  in  America  than  your  rum  :  in  which  case  there 
is  no  doubt  but  they  will  be  preferred,  and  we  shall  be  better 
able  to  bear  your  restrictions  on  our  commerce.  There  ate 
▼lews  here  by  augmenting  their  settlements,  of  being  able  to 
supply  the  groviing  people  of  America  with  the  sugar  that 
may  be  wanted  there.  On  the  whole,  I  beUeve  England  will 
get  as  little  by  the  commercial  war  she  has  begun  wttb  us  as 
jhe  did  by  the  military.     But  to  return  to  luxury^ 

The  vast  quantity  of  forest  lands  we  bai«  yet  to  dear  and 
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put  ill  order  for  cultivation^  will  for  a  long  time  keep  the  boc^y 
of  our  nation  laborious  and  frugal.  Forming  an  opinion  pf 
our  people  and  their  manners,  by  what  is  seen  among  tlie  in- 
habitants of  the  sea-portSy  is  judging  from  an  improper  sample. 
The  people  of  the  tradmg  towns  may  be  rich  and  luxuriouSy 
while  the  country  possesses  all  die  virtues  that  tend  to  private 
happiness  and  public  prosperity.  Those  towns  are  not  much 
regarded  by  the  country ;  they  are  hardly  considered  as  an 
csseutial  part  of  the  states.  And  the  experience  of  the  last 
war  has  shown,  that  their  being  in  possession  of  the  enemy  did 
not  necessarily  draw  on  the  subjection  of  the  country,  which 
bravely  continued  to  maintain  its  freedom  and  independence 
notwithstanding. 

It  has  been  computed  by  some  poUtical  arithmetician,  that 
if  every  man  and  woman  would  work  four  hours  each  day  in 
something  useful,  that  labor  would  produce  sufficient  to  pro- 
cure all  the  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life ;  want  and  misei^ 
would  be  banished  out  of  the  world,  and  the  rest  of  the  twenty- 
four  hours  might  be  leisure  and  pleasure. 

What  then  occasions  so  much  want  and  misery  ?  It  is. the 
employment  of  men  and  women  in  works  that  produce  ne- 
ther the  necessaries  nor  conveniences  of  life  ;  who  with  thoae 
who  do  HOthing,  consume  the  necessaries  raised  by  the  labo* 
rious.    To  explain  this, 

.  The  first  elements  of  wealth  are  obtained  by  labor  from 
the  earth  and  waters.  I  have  land,  and  raise  com;  with  this  I 
feed  a  family  that  does  nothing :  my  com  will  be  consumed ;  and 
at  the  end  of  the  year  I  sliall  be  no  richer  than  I  was  at  the 
beginning.  But  if,  while  I  feed  them,  I  employ  them,  some 
in  spinning,  others  in  hewing  tifnber  and  sawing  boards,  others 
in  making  bricks,  &c.  for  building,  the  value  of  my  corn  will 
be  arrestedi  and  remiuA  with  me,  and  at  the  end  of , the  yea 
we  may  aU  be  better  clothed  and  better  lodged.  And  if,  insteadr 
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of  employing  a  man  I  feed  in  making  bricks,  I  employ  him  id 
fidcHing  for  me,  the  com  he  eats  is  gone,  and  no  part  of  hia 
manttfiicture  remains  to  augment  the  wealth  and  die  conveni- 
ences of  the  family ;  I  shall  therefore  be  die  poorer  for  thia 
fiddling  man,  unless  the  rest  of  my  family  work  more  or  eat 
less  to  make  up  the  deficiency  he  occasions. 

Look  round  the  world  and  see  the  millions  employed  in 
doing  nothing,  or  in  something  that  amounts  to  nothing,  wlieil 
the  ilecessaries  and  conveniences  of  life  are  in  question.  What 
n  the  bulk  of  commerce  for  which  we  fight  and  destroy  eaeh 
eilier,  but  the  toil  of  millions  for  superfluities,  to  the  great 
bazard  and  loss  of  many  lives  by  the  constant  dangers  of  tlKt 
sea  i  How  much  labor  spent  in  building  and  fitting  great  shipa 
to  go  to  China  and  Arabia  for  tea  and  for  coffee,  to  the  West 
Indies  for  sugar,  to  America  for  tobacco !  These  things  can- 
not be  called  the  necessaries  of  life,  for  our  ancestors  lived 
very  comfortably  without  them. 

A  question  may  be  asked ;  could  all  these  people  now  em- 
ployed in  raising,  making,  or  carrying  superfluities,  be  ivh^ 
listed  by  raising  necessaries  ?  I  think  they  might.  The  world 
is  large,  and  a  great  part  of  it  still  unciiltivated.  Many  bun* 
dred  millions  of  acres  in  Asia,  Africa,  and  America,  are  still 
forest,  and  a  great  deal  even  in  Europe.  On  100  acres  of 
this  forest  a  man  might  become  a  substantial  farmer,  and 
100,000  men  employed  in  clearing  each  his  100  acres,  (liistead 
of  being,  as  they  are,  French  hair-dressers)  would  hardly 
brighten  a  spot  big  enough  to  be  visible  from  the  mooo^ 
(unless  with  HerscbelFs  telescope,)  so  vast  are  the  regio6a 
still  in  the  world  unimproved.  ^ 

Tis  however  some  comfort  to  reflect,  that  upon  the  whole 
the  quantity  of  industry  and  prudence  among  mankind!  exceeds 
the  quantity  of  idleneia  and  felly.  Hence  the  incmne  of  good 
buildingSy  farms  cultivated^  and  populous  cttioi  filled  vMi 
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wealth  all  over  Europe,  M^hich  a  few  ages  nnce  were  oidj  to 
be  found  on  the  coasts  of  the  Mediterranean.  And  this  nofei 
withstanding  the  mad  wars  continually  raging,  by  which  jUrt 
9flen  destroyed  in  one  year  the  works  of  many  years'  peae9« 
So  that  we  may  hope  the  luxury  of  a  few  merchants  on  tbt 
sea-coast  will  not  be  the  ruin  of  America. 

One  reflection  more,  and  I  will  end  this  lopg  rambliilg 
letter.  Almost  all  the  parts  of  our  bodies  require  some  ex- 
pense. The  feet  demand  shoes,  the  legs  stockings,  ^  real 
of  the  body  clothing,  and  the  belly  a  good  deal  of  victnais* 
Our  eyes,  though  exceedingly  useful,  ask  when  reasonahlt 
only  the  cheap  assista^ice  pf  spectacles,  which  could  not  mxkk 
impair  our  finances.  But  the  eyes  of  other  pxopl:^ 
ore  the  eyes  that  ruin  us.  If  all  but  myself  were  blinds  I 
should  want  neither  fine  clothes,  fine  houses,  nor  fine  fumii* 
ture.    Adieu,  my  dear  friend.     I  am  yours  ever, 

B.  Frankun. 

P.  S.  This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  my  grandson.  1 
am  persuaded  you  will  afibrd  him  your  civilities  and  counsels* 
Please  to  accept  a  little  present  of  books  I  send  by  him^ 
curious  for  the  beauty  of  the  impression. 

To  Dr.  Price. 
Bf^lloom-^Englith  constitution—State  of  America^ 
Dear  Friend,  -    Passy,  August  l6, 1784* 

I  some  time  since  answered  y  ur  kind  letter  of 
July  1£,  returning  the  proof  of  Mr.  Turgors  letter,  with  die 
permission  of  his  friends  to  print  it.  I  hope  it  came  safe  to 
band. 

I  had  before  received  yours  of  April,  which  gave  me  great 
pteasore,  as  it  acquainted  me  with  your  welfare^  and  thai  of 
Dr.  Priestley. 
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Th^  commencement  here  of  the  art  of  flying  will,  as  you 
observe,  be  a  new  epoch,  llie  construction  and  manner  of 
filling  the  balloons  improves  daily.  Some  of  the  artists  have 
lately  gone  to  England.  It  will  be  well  for  your  phiioso- 
i^hers  to  obtain  from  them  what  they  know,  or  you  will  be 
behind  hand ;  which  in  mechanic  operations  is  unu9uai]  for 
Englishmen.  ' 

I  hope  the  disagreements  in  our  Royal  Society  arc  conn 
{K>8€d  :  quarrels  often  disgrace  both  sides  ;  and  disputes  even 
on  small  matters  often  produce  quarrels  for  want  of  knOwirig 
how  to  differ  decently  ;  an  art  which,  'tis  said,  scarce  any  body 
possesses  but  yourself  and  Dr.  Priestley. 

I  had  indeed  thoughts  of  visiting  England  once  more,«nd 
of  enjoying  the  great  pleasure  of  seeing  again  my  friends 
there ;  but  my  malady,  otherwise  tolerable,  is  1  find  irritated 
by  the  motion  in  a  carriage,  and  I  fear  the  consequence  of 
such  a  journey  ;  yet  1  am  not  quite  resolved  against  it.  I 
often  think  of  the  agreeable  evenings  1  used  to  pass  with 
tliat  excellent  collection  of  good  men,  the  club  at  the  Loildon, 
and  wish  to  be  again  among  them.  Perhaps  I  may  pop  in 
some  Thursday  evening  when  they  least  expect  me. '  Yoa 
may  well  believe  it  very  pleasing  to  me  to  have  Dr.  PriestJey 
associated  with  me  among  the  foreign  members  of  the  Aca- 
demy of  Sciences.  I  had  mentioned  him  upon  every  vacancy 
that  has  hajppcned  since  my  residence  here,  and  the  place  has 
never  been  bestowed  mofe  worthily. 

When  you  wrote  the  letter  I  am  now  answering,  yourna- 
tipn  was  involved  in  the  confusion  of  your  new  cl^clifon, 
When  I  think  of  your  preiicut  crazy  constitution  and  it$  diBr 
eases,  I  imagine  the  enormous  emolutnents  of  place  tfi-  be 
among  the  greatest,  and  while  they  exist  1  doubt  whcdier  ever 
the  reform  of  your  representation  will  cure  the  ev\U.  con* 
itantly  arising  from  your  perpetual  factious.     As  it  seems  to 
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be  a  settled  point  at  present  that  the  minister  must  govern 
the  parliament^  ^ho  are  to  do  every  thing  he  would  have 
done ;  and  he  is  to  bribe  them  to  do  this,  and  the  people  are 
to  furnish  the  money  to  pay  these  bribes.  The  parliament 
appears  to  me  a  very  expensive  machine  for  government ;  and 
I  apprehend  the  people  will  find  out  in  «time,  that  they  mav 
as  well  be  governed,  and  that  it  w31  be  much  cheaper  to  be 
governed^  by  the  minister  alone  ;  no  parliament  being  pre- 
ferable to  the  present. 

Your  newspapers  are  full  of  fictitious  accounts  of  distrac- 
tions in  America.  We  know  nothing  of  them.  Mr.  Jeffec- 
son,  just  arrived  here,  after  a  journey  through  all  the  states 
from  Virginia  to  Boston,  assures  me  that  all  is  quiet,  a  general 
tranquillity  reigns,  and  the  people  well  satisfied  with  th^r 
present  forms  of  government,  a  few  insignificant  persons  only 
excepted.  These  accounts  are  I  suppose  intended  as  conso- 
latory, and. to  discourage  emigrations.  I  think  with  you,  that 
our  revolution  is  an  important  event  for  the  advantage  of 
mankind  in  general.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  lights  we 
enjoy,  which  the  ancient  governments  in  their  first  establishr 
meot  could  not  have,  may  preserve  us  from  their  errors.  In 
this  the  advice  of  wise  friends  may  do  much  good,  and  I  am 
suce  tl|at  .which  you  have  been  so  kind,  as  to  offer  us  will  be 
q{  great  service. 

Mr.  Jay  is  gone  to  Anoierica ;  but  Mr.  Adama  is  j[ust  ar- 
rived here,  and  I  shall  acquaint  him  with  your  remembrance 
of  him. 

Many  thanks  fpr  your  kind  wishes  respecting  my  health 
and  happiness,,  which  I  return  fourfold  ;  being  ever,  with  th0 
aincerest  esteem,  my  dear  ffiend^  your  most  affectionate 

B.  Franklin. 
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To  THE  Right  Hon.    Lord  Viscount  Howe;    ' 

On  receiving  Capt.  Cook's  Voyage,  by  order  of ,  the  King.  . 

Mt  Lord,  PaBsy,  August  18,  1784. 

I  received  lately  the  very  valuable  voyage  of  llwr 
{ate  Captain  Cook,  tindty  q^t  to  me  by  your  lordship,  in  con- 
sideration of  my  good-will  in  issuing  orders  towards  the  pro- 
tection of  that  illustrious  discoverer  from  any  interraption  in 
his  return  home  by  American  cruisers.  The  reward  vastly 
exceeds  the  small  merit  of  the  action,  which  was  no  more 
than  a  duty  to  mankind.  I  am  very  sensible  of  his  majesty's 
goodness  in  permitting  this  favor  to  me,  and  I  desire  that  my 
thankful  acknowledgments  maybe  accepted.  With  great  re* 
sptct,  I  am,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most  obedient  and  most 
humble  servant,  B.  Franklin. 

To  William  Strahan,  Esq.  King's  Printer, 
London. 

Invites  him  to  Passy — Annihilation  cf  profitable  placeS"^ 
American  congress  and  British  parliameni^^The  iai€ 
war-^General  Clarke,  Ifc*  Ssc. 

Dear  Friend,  P^^^^i  ^^g-  W9  1784.     ' 

I  received  your  kind  letter  of  April  17.  Yoa 
will  have  the  goodness  to  place  my  delay  in  answering  to  the 
account  of  indisposition  and  business,  and  excuse  it.  I  have 
))ow  that  letter  before  me  ;  and  my  grandson,  whom  you  may 
formerly  remember  a  little  scholar  at  Mr.  Elphinston's,  puv- 
posing  to  set  out  in  a  day  or  two  on  a  visit  to  his  father  in 
London,  I  set  down  to  scribble  a  little  to  you,  first  recom- 
mending him  as  a  wordiy  young  man  to  your  civilidea  and 
counsels. 
You  press  me  much  to  come  to  Eoglaod,    I  am  not  wkh- 
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out  stroi^  inducements  to  do  so ;  the  fund  of  knowledge  you 
promise  to  communicate  to  me  is  an  addition  to  them,  and 
no  small  one.  At  present  it  is  impracticable.  But  wben  my 
grandson  fetums,  come  with  him.  We  will  talk  the  matter 
over^  and  perhaps  you  may  take  sue  back  with  you.  I  have 
a  bed  at  your  service,  and  will  tig,  to  mike  your  residence, 
while  you  can  stay  with  us,  as  agreeable  to  you,  if  possible, 
as  I  am  sure  it  will  be  to  me. 

You  do  not  **  approve  the  annihilation  of  profitable  placet; 
for  you  do  not  see  why  a  statesman  who  does  his  business 
well,  should  not  be  paid  for  bis  labor  as  well  as  any  othatf 
workman."  Agreed.  But  why  more  than  any  other  work« 
man  i  The  less  the  salary  the  greater  the  honor.  In  so  great 
a  nation  there  are  many  rich  enough  to  afford  giving  A«r 
time  to  the  public  ;  and  there  are,  I  make  no  doubt,  maaj 
wise  and  able  men  who  would  take  as  much  pleasure  in  gQ^ 
veming  for  notliing,  as  they  do  in  playing  chess  for  nothing. 
It  would  be  one  of  the  noblest  amusements.  That  this  opi* 
oion  is  not  chimerical,  the  country  I  now  live  in  affords  a 
proof;  its  whole  civil  and  criminal  law  administration  being 
done  for  nothing,  or  in  some  sense  for  less  than  nothing,  since 
the  members  of  its  judiciary  parliaments  buy  their  places,  and 
do  aot  make  more  than  three  per  cent,  for  their  money,  by 
their  feet  aojd  emoluments,  while  the  legal  interest  in  Jive;  so 
that  in  fact  they  give  two  per  cent,  to  be  allowed  to  goien^ 
and  all  their  time  and  trouble  into  die  bargain.  Thus  prqfii, 
one  motive  for  desiring  place,  being  abolished,  there  remaint* 
only  ambition;  and  that  being  in  tome  degree  balanced  by 
loss,  you  may  easily  conceive  that  there  will  not  be  very  vio- 
lent factions  and  contentions  for  such  places ;  nor  much  of 
the  mischief  to  the  country  that  atteads  your  factions,  whidi 
have  often  occasioned  wars,  and  overloaded  you  with  debta 
msp^faUe^  "  - 


170  PRIVATE    CORRESPONDENCE  ^A«T  U 

I  allow  you  all  the  force  of  your  joke  upon  the  vagrancy  of 
our  congress.  They  have  a  right  to  sit  where  they  pleaae,  of 
which  perhaps  they  have  made  too  much  use  by  ahifting  too 
often.  But  they  have  two  other  rights ;  those  of  sitting  whem 
they  please,  and  as  lojtg  as  they  please,  in  which  methinka 
they  have  the  advantage  of^your  parliament ;  for  they  cannot 
be  dissolved  by  the  breath  of  a  minister^  or  sent  packing  as 
you  were  the  other  day,  when  it  was  your  earnest  desire  to 
have  remained  longer  together.  ^ 

You  *'  fairly  acknowledge  that  the  late  war  teiininateA 
quite  contrary  to  your  expectation."  Your  expectation  was 
ilUfounded  ;  for  you  would  not  believe  your  old  friend,  who 
told  you  repeatedly  that  by  those  measures  £ngland  would 
lose  her  colonies,  as  £pictetus  warned  in  vain  his  master  that 
he  would  break  his  leg.  You  believed  leather  the  tales  you 
beard  of  our  poltroonery  and  impotence  of  body  and  mind. 
Do  you  not  remember  the  story  you  told  me  of  the  Scoteh 
Serjeant  who  met  with  a  paity  of  forty  American  soldiers,  and 
though  alone,  disarmed  them  all,  and  brought  them  in.prir 
soncrs  ?  a  story  almost  as  improbable  as  that  of  the  Irisbmai^ 
who  pretended  to  have  alone  taken  and  brought  in  .five  of  tbe 
^pemy  by  surroundifig  them.  And  yet,  my  friend,  sensible 
and,  judicious  as  you  are,  but  partaking  of  the  general  infar 
tuation,  you  seemed  to  believe  it.  The  word,  general  puts 
me  in  mind  of  a  general,  your  General  Clarke^  who  had  the 
folly  tu  say  in  my  hearing  at  Sir  John  Pringle's,.  that  witb.e 
thousand  British  grenadiers  he  would  undertake  to  go  froui 
one  end  of  America  to  tlie  otlier,  and  geld  all  the  males,  partly 
by  force  and  partly  by  a  little  coaling.  It  is  pisuu  he  took 
us  for  a  species  of  animals  very  liulc  supeiior  to  bnitei> 
The  parliament  too  believed  Uie  stories  of  anotfi^  foolish 
general,  1  forget  his  neme,  that  the  Yankies  ue^m/eU  boldw 
Yaiikey  was  understood  to  be  a  sort  of  Yahoo^  and  tbe  pafT 
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fiament  did  not  think  the  petitions  of  such  creatures  were  fit 
to  be  received  and  read  in  so  wise  an  assembly.  What  was* 
the  conse(fLience  of  this  monstrous  pride  and  insolence  ?  Yon 
first  sent  small  armies  to  subdue  us^  believing  them  more 
than  sufficient^  but  soon  found  yourselves  obliged  to  send 
greater;  these,  whenever  they  ventured  to  penetrate  our 
country  beyond  the  protection  of.  their  ships,  were  either  re* 
poised^  and  obliged  to  scamper  out,  or  were  surrounded, 
beaten,  and  taken  prisoners.  An  American  planter  who  had 
sever  seen  Europe,  was  chosen  by  us  to  command  our  troops, 
and  continued  during  the  whole  war.  This  man  sent  home 
to  you,  one  after  another,  five  of  your  best  generals  baffled^ 
their  heads  bare  of  laurels,  disgraced  even  in  the  opinion  of 
their  employers.  Your  contempt  of  our  understandings  in 
comparison  with  your  own,  appeared  to  be  not  much  better 
founded  than  that  of  our  courage,  if  we  may  judge  by  this 
pircumstance,  that  in  whatever  court  of  Europe  a  Yankey 
aegociator  appeared,  the  wise  British  minister  was  routed^' 
put  in  a  passionj  picked  a  quarrel  with  your  friends,  and  wasf 
fent  home  with  a  flea  in  his  ear.  But  after  all,  my  :dea0 
friend,  Ao  not  imagine  that  I  am  vain  enough  to  ascribe  our 
3ucces8  to  any  superiority  in  any  of  thotie  points.  I  am  too 
u'eli  acquainted  with  all  the  springs  and  levers  of  our  madliine,' 
not  to  see,,  that  our  human  meatfa  Were  unequal  to  our  un^ 
dertakiiig/and  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  justice  of  our 
cause,  and  the  consequent  interposition  of  >  Proiudepce,  iri 
which  we  had  faith,  we  must .  have  been  ruined.  If  1  had 
ever  before  been  an  atheist,  I  should  now  have  been  con^ 
viuced  of  the  being  ajid  government  of  a  Deity  !  It  is  he  who 
abases  the  proud  and  favors  lire  humble.  May  we  never  for- 
get his  goodness  to  us,  aod  may  our  future  conduct  manifest 
our  gratitude!  : 
Jl^ut  let  us  leave  these  serious  reflections  and  converse  with 
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our  usual  pleasantry.  I  remember  y6ur  observing  once  t& 
me^  as  we  sat  together  in  the  house  of  commons,  tbtC  no  tvio 
loumeymen  printers  within  your  knowledge,  had'  met  widf 
such  success  in  the  world  as  ourselves.  You  were  then  at 
the  head  of  your  profession,  and  soon  afterwards  became  m 
member  of  parliament.  I  was  an  agent  for  a  few  provincea, 
and  now  act  for  them  all.  But  we  have  risen  by  different 
modes.  I,  as  a  repubUcan  printer,  always  liked  a  form  we& 
fUimd  down;  being  averse  to  those  everbearing  letters  tkat 
hold  their  heads  so  high  as  to  hinder  their  neighbors  fnm 
appearing.  You,  as  a  monarchist^  chose  to  work  upon  cramm 
paper,  and  found  it  profitable ;  while  I  woiked  upon  pr0 
fatria  (often  indeed  chWtAfooU-cap)  with  no  less  advantage. 
Both  our  heaps  hold  out  very  well,  and  we  seem  likely  td 
make  a  pretty  good  day's  work  of  it.  With  regard  to  public 
afiairs,  (to  continue  in  the  same  style)  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
compositors  in  your  chapel  do  not  east  off  their  copy  wcili| 
nor  perfectly  understand  imposing :  dieir  forms  too  are  coA» 
tmuaily  pestered  by  the  outs,  and  doubles,  that  are  not  easy 
to  be  corrected.  And  I  think  they  were  wrong  in  laying 
aside  some  faces,  and  particularly  certain  headpieces,  dmt 
would  have  been  botk  useful  and  ornamental.  But^  courage ! 
The  business  may  still  florish  with  good  management ;  and 
die  master  become  as  rich  41  any  of  the  company. 

By  the  way,  the  rapid  growth  and  exteimon  of  the  English 
language  in  America  must  become  greatly  advantageous  to 
the  booksellers,  and  holders  of  copyrights  in  England.  A 
vast  audience  is  assembling  there  for  English  authors,  ancient, 
present,  and  future,  our  people  doubling  every  twenty  years ; 
and  this  will  demand  large  and  of  course  profitable  imptes* 
sioos  of  your  most  valuable  books.  I  would,  therefore,  if  I 
4>ossessed  such  rights,  entail  them,  if  such  a  fldng  b*  pracd^ 
caUe>  upon  my  posleii^;  for  Aeir ^M)rdi  wift  be  coDtkntally 
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augmenting.  This  may  look  a  little  like  advice,  and  yet  I 
kave  drank  no  Madeira  diese  8ix  months.  The  subject^how^ 
tvesTf  leads  me  to  another  thought^  which  is,  that  yon  do 
wrong  to  discourage  the  emigration  of  Englishmen  to  Amfr* 
rica«  In  my  piece  on  population,  I  have  proved,  i  tkink^' 
that  emigration  does  not  diminish,  but  multiplies  a  natioo. 
Yon  will  not  have  fewer  at  home  for  those  that  go  abroad  ; 
and  as  every  man  who  comes  among  us,  and  takes  up  a  piece 
of  land,  becomes  a  citizen,  and  by  our  constitution  has  a  voice 
ifk  elections,  and  a  share  in  the  government  of  the  country, 
why  should  you  be  against  acquiring  by  this  fair  means  a  re* 
possession  of  it,  and  leave  it  to  be  taken  by  foreigners  of  all 
nations  and  languages,  who  by  their  numbers  may  drown  and 
stifle  the.  Ei^lish,  which  otherwise  would  probably  become 
in  the  course  of  two  centuries  the  most  extensive  language  in. 
the  world,  the  Spanish  only  excepted  i  It  is  a  fact,  that  the 
Irish  emigrants  and  their  children  are  now  in  possession  of 
the  government  of  Pennsylvania,  by  their  majority  in  the* 
assembly,  as  well  as  of  a  great  part  of  the  territory ;  and  £ 
remember  well  the  first  ship  that  brought  any  of  them  over. 
I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most  affectionately,  . 

B.  Franklin. 

To  Geobob  Wheatlby,  Eig.  Treasurbb  of  thb: 
FeuNOLiNQ  Hospital,   London. 

Tract  on  the  principles  of  trade — Foundling  Hospital — 
Double  spectacles, 
Pas8y,near  Paris,  Aug.  £1,  1784. 
My  deae  old  Friend, 

I  received  your  kind  letter  of  May.  3,  1783. 
I  ant  ashamed  that  it  has  been  ao  long  unanswered.    The# 
indolence  of  old  ago^  frequent  indisposition,  and  too  much 
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business,  are  my  only  excuses.     I  had  great  pleasure  in  read- 
ing ity  as  it  informed  me  of  your  welfare. 

Your  exceUent  little  work^  the  Principles  of  Trade,  is  to^ 
little  known.  I  wish  you  would  send  roe  a  copy  of  it  by  the 
return  of  my  grandson  and  secretary,  whom  I  beg  leave  to 
recommend  to  your  civilities.  I  would  get  it  translated  and 
printed  here.  And  if  your  bookseller  has  any  quantity  of 
Ihem  left^  I  should  be  glad  he  would  send  them  to  America^ 
The  ideas  of  our  people  there,  though  rather  better  than  those 
that  prevuil  in  Europe,  are  not  so  good  as  they  should  be  ) 
and  that  piece  might  be  of  service  among  them. 

Since  and  soon  after  the  date  of  your  letter,  we  lost  unao 
countably  us  well  as  unfortunately  that  worthy  valuable  young 
man  \ou  mention,  your  name-sake,  Maddison.  He  was  infr- 
nitely  regretted  by  all  that  knew  him. 

I  am  sorry  your  favorite  charity  *  does  not  go  on  as  yoil 
could  wish  it.  It  is  shrunk  indeed  by  your  admitting  only  60 
childreu  in  a  year.  What  you  have  told  your  brethren  re* 
specting  America  is  true.  If  you  find  it  difficult  to  dispose 
of  your  chilrhen  in  England,  it  looks  as  if  you  had  too  maajr 
people.  And  yet  you  are  afraid  of  emigration.  A  subscript 
tion  is  lately  set  on  foot  here  to  encourage  and  assist  mothers 
in  nursing  their  infants  themselves  at  hopie  ;  the  practice  of 
sending  them  to  the  EnfanU  trouvis  having  risen  here  to  a 
monstrous  excess,  as  by  the  annual  bill  it  appears  they  amount 
to  near  one-third  of  the  children  born  in  Paris !  The  sub* 
scription  is  likely  to  succeed,  and  may  do  a  great  deal  of 
good,  though  it  cannot  answer  all  the  purposes  of  a  Found- 
liug  Hospital. 

Your  eyes  must  continue  very  good  since  you  can  write  so 
small  a  hand  without  spectacles.      1  cannot  distinguish  a 

*  The  Foundling  HospitaL 
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letter  cveu  of  large  print ;  but  am  happy  in  the  invenCioii  of 
double  specta^cles/  which  serving  for  distant  obj^ts  as  well 
as  near  ones^  make  my  eyes  as  useful  to  me  as  ever  they 
were.  If  all  the  other  defects  and  infirmities  were  as  easily 
and  cheaply  remedied,  it  would  be  worth  while  for  friends  to 
live  a  good  deal  longer,  but  I  look  upon  death  to  be  as  neces* 
sary  to  our  constitution  as  sleep.  We  shall  rise  refreshed  in 
the  morning.  Adieu,  and  believe  me  ever  yours  most  affec* 
tionately,  B.  Franklin* 

General  Melvill — Professiono/Faith-^The  Old  Testament* 

Dear  Sir,  Passy,  Jugust  21,  \784(. 

Understanding  that  my  letter  intended  for  you 
by  General  Melvill  was  lost  at  the  Hotel  d*£spagne,  I  take 
this  opportunity,  by  my  grandson,  to  give  you  the  purport  of 
it,  as. well  as  I  can  recollect.  I  thanked  you  for  the  pleasure 
yon  had  procured  me  of  the  general's  conversation,  whom  I 
foiHxl  a  judicious,  sensible,  and  amiable  man.  I  was  glad  to 
hear  that  you  possessed  a  comfortable  retirement,  and  nord 
so  tfcat  you  had  thoughts  of  removing  to  Philadelphia,  for 
that  it  would  make  me  very  happy  to  have  you  there.  Your 
companions  would  be  very  acceptable  to  the  library,  but  I 
hoped  you  ivould  long  live  to  enjoy  their  company  yourself. 
I  agreed  with  you  in  sentiments  concerning  the  Old  .Te»ta-* 
meat,  and  thought  the  clause  in  our  constitutions  which  re- 
quired the  members  of  assembly  to  declare  their  belief,  that 
tlie  whole  of  it  was  given  by  divine  inspiration,  had  better 


'  See  a  particular  descripiion  of  the  same  in  letter  to  G^rge 
Wbeatley,  Ehj.  May  S3, 1785.  ■ 

^  Supposed  to  Dr.  Priestley. 


176  PRIVATE   CORRESfOKMlVCfE  PAIttf, 

have  been  omitted.  That  I  had  opposed  the  clause ;  but 
being  over[y>wered  by  numbers,  and  fearing  more  might  in 
future  times  be  grafted  oa  it,  I  prevailed  to  have  the  addt* 
tional  clause,  **  that  no  further  or  more  extended  profe$$ioH 
of  faith  should  ever  he  exacted.'*  I  observed  to  you  too,  diat 
the  evil  of  it  was  the  less,  as  no  inhabitant^  nor  any  officer  of 
government,  except  the  members  of  assembly,  was  obliged 
to  make  that  declaration.  So  much  for  that  letter:  to  which 
I  may  now  add,  that  there  are  several  things  in  the  Old  Te»« 
tament  impossible  to  be  given  by  divine  inspiration  ;  such  af 
the  approbation  ascribed  to  the  angel  of  the  Lord,  of  that 
abominably  wicked  and  detestable  action  of  Jael,  the  wife  of 
Heber,  the  Kenite/  If  the  rest  of  the  books  were  like  that, 
I  should  rather  suppose  it  given  by  inspiration  from  another 
^piarter,  and  renounce  the  whole. 

By  the  way,  how  goes  on  the  Unitarian  church  in  Essex 
Street  i  and  the  honest  minister  of  it,^  is  he  comfortably  aup-^ 
ported  i  yoar  old  colleague  Mr.  Radcliff,'  is  he  living  ?  and 
what  became  of  Mr.  Denham  i 

My  grandson,  who  will  have  the  honor  of  delivonDglUi 
to  you,  may  bring  me  a  line  from  you;  and  I.  hope  will 
bring  me  an  account  of  your  continuing  well  and  bapfqr. 

I  jog  on  still,  with  as  much  health,  and  as  few  of  the  infir* 
mities  of  old  age  as  I  have  any  reason  to  expect.  But  not-^ 
withstanding  the  decay  of  my  constitution,  my  regard  for  my 
old  friends  remains  firm  and  entire.  You  will'alwajps  have  a 
good  share  of  it ;  for  I  am  ever,  with  great  and  sincere  eBUtem, 
dear  sir,  8cc.  B.  Franklin. 

*  Judges,  chap.  iv.  *  Theophilus  Lindsey,  M.  A. 

3  A  dissentiag  minister  at  Wapping,  who  afterwards  turned  fff'fhe 
professbn  of  the  law.    He  puUi|j|ied  one  or  tM  i 
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To  B,  Vauohan,  Esg. 

Introduction  of  Count  Mirabeau. 

My  dear  FltiBNO,  Patsy^  5epf.  7, 1784« 

This  will  be  deliTered  to  yoa  by  Count  Mint* 
beau  ;  ^  son  of  the  Marquis  of  that  name,  author  of  VAmi 
dtt  Hommes.  Hiis  gentleman  is  esteemed  here^  and  I  recom* 
mend  him  to  your  civilities  and  counsels,  particularly  widi 
respect  to  the  printing  of  a  piece  he  has  written  on  the  sub- 
ject of  hereditary  nobility,  on  occasion  of  the  order  of  Cin- 
cinnati lately  attempted  to  be  established  in  Ameriet,  wUeh 
cannot  be  printed  here.  I  find  that  some  of  the  best  jndg^ 
think  it  extremely  well  written,  with  great  cleamesSi  force, 
and  elegance.  If  you  can  recommend  him  to  an  honesty 
reasonable  bookseller,  that  will  undertake  it,  you  will  do  hia 
service,  and  perhaps  some  to  mankind,  who  are  too  much 
bigoted  in  many  countries  to  that  kind  of  imposition.  I 
bad  formerly  almost  resolved  to  trouble  you  with  no  more 
letters  of  recommendation ;  but  I  think  you  will  find  this 
gentleman  to  possess  talents  that  may  render  his  acquaintance 
agreeable.  Widi  sincere  esteem,  I  am  ever,  my  dear  firknd, 
yours  most  affectionately,  B.  FnANKLiif  • 

To  B.  Vauohan,  E^q. 

f 
On  manufactures — booh — and  loose  printing. 

Pba»  Fribnd,  P(i9sy,  April  21,  1785. 

1  received  your  kind  letter  of  the  23d  past,  by 
Mr,  Perry,  wAk  the  odier  bottle  of  Blackrie.  I  thank  you 
much  for  your  care  in  sending  them.    I  should  have  been 


*  The  saflM  who  afterwards  so  ^gtfpently  distinguished  himsdf  by 
his  dofuetiae  in  the  early  part  of  mFrench  revolution. 

vol.  I.  M 
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glad  to  be  of  any  use  to  Mr.  Perry ;  but  he  liad  placed  his 
children  before  1  saw  him,  and  he  staid  with  me  only  a  few 
minutes. 

.We  see  much  in  parliamentary  proceedings,  and  in  papers 
and  pamphlets,  of  the  injury  the  concessions  to  Ireland  will 
do  to  the  manufacturers  of  England,  while  the  people  of 
.  £ngland  seem  to  be  forgotten,  as  if  quite  out  of  the  question. 
If  the  Irish  can  manufacture  cottons,  and  stuffs,  and  silks, 
and  linens,  and  cutlery,  and  toys,  and  books,  8cc.  8cc.  &c.  so 
as  to  sell  them  cheaper  in  England  than  the  manufacturers  xd 
England  sell  them,  is  not  this  good  for  the  people  of  England, 
who  are  not  manufacturers  ?  And  will  not  even  the  manufao- 
turers  themselves  share  the  benefit;  since  if  cottons  are 
cheaper,  all  the  other  manufacturers  who  wear  cottons  will 
save  in  that  article ;  and  so  of  the  rest  ?  If  books  can  be 
had  much  cheaper  from  Ireland,  (which  I  believe,  for  I 
bought  Blackstone  there  for  24s.  when  it  was  sold  in  England 
at  four  guineas)  is  not  this  an  advantage,  not  to  English  book- 
sellers indeed,  but  to  English  readers,  and  to  learning  i  And 
of  all  the  complainants,  perhaps  these  booksellers  are  least 
wortliy  of  consideration.  The  catalogue  you  last  sent  me 
amazes  me  by  the  high  prices  (said  to  be  the  lowest)  affixed 
to  each  article.  And  one  can  scarce  see  a  hew  book,  with« 
out  observing  the  excessive  artifices  made  use  of  to  puff  up  a 
paper  of  verses  into  a  pamphlet,  a  pamphlet  inlif  an  octavo, 
and  an  octavo  into  a  quarto,  with  scab-boardings,  white-lines, 
sparse  tides  of  chapters,  and  exorbitant  margins,  to  such  a 
degree,  that  the  selling  of  paper  seems  now  the  object,  and 
inintiHg  on  it  only  the  pretence.  I  enclose  the  copy  of  a  page 
in  a  late  comedy.  Between  every  two  lines  there  is  a  white 
space  equal  to  another  line.  You  have  a  law,  I  think,  against 
butchers  blowing  of  veal  t^nake  it  look  fatter ;  why  not 


t^make 


one  against  booksellers  bloHmg  of  books  to  ioake  them  look 
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bigger.    All  this  to  yourself;   you  can  easily  guess  the  rea- 


son. 

My  grandson  is  a  little  indisposed,  but  sends  you  two 
pamphlets,  Figaro,  and  Le  Roi  Voyageur,  The  first  is  a 
play  of  Beaumarchais,  which  has  had  a  great  run  here.  The 
other  a  representation  of  all  the  supposed  errors  of  govern- 
ment in  this  country,  some  of  which  are  probably  exaggerated. 
It  is  not  publicly  sold ;  we  shall  send  some  more  shortly. 

Please  to  remember  me  very  respectfully  aild  affectionately 
to  good  Dr.  Price.  I  am  glad  that  he  has  printed  a  transla- 
tion of  the  Testament ;  it  may  do  good.  I  am  ever,  my  dear 
friend,  yours  most  sincerely,  B.  Franklin. 

lEncIosed  in  the  foregoing  Letter, 1 

Scene  IV. 
Sir  John  and  Wildmore. 

Sir  John. 


Whither  so  M? 
To  the  Opera. 
It  is  not  *e  — 


Wildmore. 
Sir  John 


•1      • 


Yes  it  is. 


Never  on  a  Sunday. 


Is  Aiii'Sundav? 


Wildmore. 
Sir  John. 

WiLDMibE« 


umi 
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Sir  John.. 
Yes  sure. 

WlLDMOR£.  .    . 

I  remember  aothiog :  I  shall  sooa  forget  my  Christian 
name. 

If  this  page  was  printed  running  on  like  Erasmus's  Collo- 
quies, it  would  not  have  made  more  than  five  lines. 

From  Dr.  Franklin  to  an  Engraver  in  Paris. 

Refusing  his  eulogium  and  dedication. 

Passy, . 

En  relisanty  Monsieur,  le  prospectus  de  votre 
estarope,  je  vois  que  vous  m'attribuez  toujours  en  entier  le 
m6rite  d*avoir  affranchi  TAm^rique.  J'ai  cependant  eu 
T-honneur  de  vous  dire,  dans  noire  premiere  conversation, 
que  je  ne  pouvois  y  consentir  sans  me  rendre  coiipable 
^'injustice  envers  tant  d'hommes  sages  et  courageux  qui 
n'ont  pas  craint  de  hasarder  leur  fortune  et  leur  vie  pQur  le 
succis  de  ,cett6  entreprise ;  je  vous  proposai  done,  et  je 
persiste  dans  la  m£me  pens^e,  de  substituer  ^  mon  nom  dans 
Texplication  de  Testampe,  ces  mots :  ''  Le  congris  reprisentc 
par  un  scnateur  habille  i  la  romaine"  S^c. 

Je  ne  puis  non  plus.  Monsieur,  en  accepter  la  d^dicace : 
je  ne  veux  point  que  la  France,  et  mon  pays,  me  croyent 
assez  pr^somptueux  pour  convenir  que  je  m6rite  des  louanges 
aussi  excessives ;  et  vous  concevez  qu'il  me  si£roit  mal 
d'appuyer  de  ma  recommandation  le  d6bit  d'un  ouvrage  qui 
les  contiendroit.  D*apr^  ces  considerations  je  vous  prie 
de  vouloir  bien  changer  votre  explication  dans  un  nouveau 
prospectus,  et  de  d^dier  votre  cstampe  au  congr^.  J'ai 
ITionneur  d'etre.  Sec.  3|'  B.Franklin. 
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To  Dr.  Iugcnhausz. 

On  the  stone — Invitation  to  come  to  Passy,  and  accompany, 
him  to  America — Idk  stories  respecting  that  cwniry-^ 
The  Emperor  of  Germany. 

Passy,  April  89,  1785.  ' 
I  diank  you  much  for  the  postscript  respectmg 
iny  disorder^  the  stone.  I  have  taken  heretofore,  and  am 
BOW  again  ^ing  the  remedy  yon  mention,  which  is  called 
Blackrie*s  Solvent.  It  is  the  soap  lie,  with  lime  water,  and 
I  believe  it  may  have  some  effect  in  diminishing  the  symp* 
toms,  and  preventing  the  growth  of  the  stone,  which  is  all  1 
expect  from  it.  It  does  not  hurt  my  appetite :  I  sleep  weDi 
and  enjoy  my  friends  in  cheerfii}  conversation  as  usual.  But 
as  I  cannot  use  much  exercise^  I  eat  more  sparingly  than 
formerly,  and  I  drink  no  wine» 

I  admire  that  you  should  be  so  timid  in  asking  leave'  of 
your  good  imperial  master,  to  make  a  journey  for  visititii^  » 
friend.  I  am  persuaded  yo^  would  succeed,  and  I  hope  the 
proposition  I  have  repeated  to  you  in  this  letter  will  issSst 
your  courage,  and  enable  you  to  asic  and  obtiun.  If  you 
come  hither  soon,  you  may,  when  present,  get  your  book 
finished,  and  be  ready  to  proceed  with  me  to  Amierlea. 
While  writing  this,  1  have  received  from  congress  my  leave 
to  return  ;  and  1  believe  I  shall  be  ready  to  embark  by  the 
iniddle  of  July  at  farthest.  I  shall  now  be  free  from  politics 
for  the  rest  of  my  life.  Welcome  again,  my  dear  philoio- 
pbical  amusements ! 

F  see  by  a  full  page  of  your  letter^^  you  have  been  possess* 

ed  with  strai^e  ideas  of  America;  that  there  is  no  justice  to 

be  ob^tained  there,  no  recovery  of  debts,  projects  of  insur- 

.  rectioB  to  overturn  the  present  govenunent,  IBcc.  &c. ;  that  a 

Virginia  coioBei,  nephew  of  the  goveimor^  hkd  cheated  a 
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Btranger  of  100^000  livres^  and  that  somebody  was  impn^ 
soned  for  only  speaking  of  it,  and  the  like  very  improbable 
stories ;  they  are  all  fictions  or  misrepresentations.  If  tbej 
were  truths,  all  strangers  would  avoid  such  a  country,  and 
foreign  merchants  would  as  soon  canry  their  goods  to  self  in 
Newgate  as  America.  Think  a  little  on  the  sums  England 
has  spent  to  preserve  a  monopoly  of  the  trade  of  that  peo- 
ple, with  whom  they  had  long  been  acquainted,  and  of  die 
desire  all  Europe  is  now  manifesting  to  obtain  a  share  of 
that  trade.  Our  ports  are  fiill  of  their  ships,  their  raercfaailte 
buying  and  selling  in  our  streets  continually,  and  returning 
Widi  our  products.  Would  this  happen  ?  Could  such  com-^ 
merce  be  continued  with  us,  if  we  were  such  a  collection  of 
scoundrels  and  villains  as  we  have  been  represented  to  you  ? 
And  insurrections  against  our  rulers  are  not  only  unlikely,  as 
the  rulers  are  the  choice  of  the  people,  but  unnecessary ;  as, 
if  not  liked,  they  may  be  changed  aimually  by  the  new  elec- 
tionsk.-  I  own  you  have  cause,  great  cause,  to  complain  of 
******>  but  you  are  wrong  to  condemn  a  whole  country  by  a 
h\n0e  sample.  I  have  seen  many  countries,  and  I  do  not 
kn^w  a  country  iti  the  world  in  which  justice  is  so  well  ad- 
ministered, where  protection  and  favor  have  so  little  power  to 
impede  its  operations,  and  where  debts  are  recovered  with 
so  much  facility.  If  I  thought  it  such  a  country  as  it  has 
boen  painted  to  jou^  I  should  certainly  never  return  to  it. 
The  truth,  I  believe,  is,  that  more  goods  have  been  carried 
thither  from  all  parts  of  Europe,  than  the  consumption  of 
the  country  requires,  and  it  is  natural  that  some  of  the 
adventurers  are  willing  to  discourage  others  from  following 
them,  lest  the  prices  should  still  be  kept  down  by  the  arrival 
of  fresh  cargoes ;  and  it  is  not  enlikely  that  some  nsf^igent 
or  unfaithful  Actors  sent  thither,  may  have  giveo  such  ac- 
counts to  excuse  their  not  fBtking  remittnc^li    And  the 
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English  magnify  all  this,  and  spread  it  abroad  in  their  papef  s^- 
to  dissuade  foreigners  from  attempting  to  interfere  with  thiem- 
in  their  commerce  with  us. 

Your  account  of  the  emperor's  condescending  convei?-.. 
sation  with  you  concerning  me,  is  pleasing.  I  respect  very 
much  the  character  of  that  monarch,  a^nd  think,  that  if  I 
were  one  of  his  subjects,  he  would  find  me  a  good  one.  I 
am  glad  that  his  difference  with  your  country  is  likely  to  be 
acconunodated  without  bloodshed.  The  Courier  de  r£urope, 
and  gome  other  papers,  printed  a  letter  on  that  di£ference> 
which  they  ascribed  to  me.  fie  assured,  my  friend,  that  I 
never  wrote  it,  nor  was  ever  presumptuous  enough  to  meddle 
with  an  affair  so  much  out  of  my  way.    Yours,  &c. 

B.  Fbankun. 

To  George  Wheatley,  Esg.j 
On  sending  him  his  medallion, 

Dbar  old  Friend,  Pa^typ  May  19, 1785. 

I  received  the  very  good  letter  you  sent  me  by  my 
grandson,  together  with  your  resemblance,  which  is  placed  in 
my-  diamber,  and  gives  me  great  pleasure.  There  is  no 
trade,  they  say,  without  returns,  and  therefore  I  am  punctual 
in  making  those  you  have  ordered. 

I  intended  this  should  have  been  a  long  epistle,,  but  I  am 
interrupted,  and  can  only  add,  that  I  am  ev^r  yours  most 
affectionately^  B.  Franklin. 

To  Jonathan  Williams,  Esq. 

(Extract.)  Passy^  May  19,  1785. 

''  The  conversations  you  mention  respecting 

America  are  suitable.    Those  people  speak  what  they  wish  ; 

but  she  was  certainly  never  in  a  more  happy  situation. 

They  are  angry  with  us,  and  speak  all  manner  ci  evil  of  us ; 
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but  we  ilorUh  notwidistandii^.  They  put  me  in  mind  of  m 
violent  higfa-church  factor,  resident  in  Boston,  when  I  was  a 
bey.  He  bad  bought  upon  speculation  a  Connecticut  carga 
of  onions,  which  he  flattered  himself  he  might  sell  again  to 
gineat  profit;  but  the  price  fell,  and  they  lay  upon  hand.  He 
was  heartily  vexed  with  his  bargain,  especially  when  be  ob-^ 
served  they  began  to  grow  in  the  store  he  had  filled  mtbr 
them.  He  showed  them  one  day  to  a  friend.  ^  Here  tbey 
are,''  said  he,  '^  and  they  are  growing  too  !  I  damn  tbent 
every  day ;  but  I  think  they  are  like  the  Presbyterttat;  tbtf 
more  I  curse  them,  the  more  they  grow."        Yours, 

&  Franklin. 

To  Georgb  Wheatley,  Esq. 

Moral  and  philosophical  reflect iom^^ Foundling  Hospiiai 
at  Paris — Office  for  nurses — The  Philadelphia  Bank — 
The  Cincinnati — Constitution  of  the  United  States — 
Anecdote  of  three  Greenlanders-^Descr^tion  of  doikUe 
spectacles^  Sfc. 

Dear  old  Friend,  P^wy^  May  £d>  1785. 

I  sent  you  a  few  lines  the  other  day,  with  my 
medallion,  when  I  should  have  written  more,  but  was  pre- 
vented by  the  coming  in  df  a  bavard,  who  worried  me  till 
evening.  I  bore  with  him,  and  now  you  are  to  bear  with  me  ^ 
for  I  shall  probably  bavarder  in  answering  your  lettelA. 

I  am  not  acquainted  with  the  saying  of  Alphonsus,  which 
you  allude  to  as  a  sanctificadon  of  your  rigidity  in  refusmg 
to  allow  me  the  plea  of  old  age  as  an  excuse  for  my  want 
of  exactness  in  correspondence.  What  was  that  saying? 
You  do  not,  it  seems,  feel  any  occasion  for  such  an  excuse, 
though  you  nft,  as  you  say,  rising  seventy-five.  Btit  I  am 
rising  (perii^s  more  property  iUliBg)  eighty,  and  I  leave 
tha«excoaa  with  you  until  you  anm  at  thatifa;  jpdfbaps  you 
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may  then  be  more  sensible  of  its  validity,  and  see  fit  to  use 
it  for  yoarself. 

1  must  agree  with  yon  that  the  gout  is  bad^  and  that  the 
stone  ia  worse.  I  am  happy  in  not  having  them  both  loge* 
th^r,  and  I  join  in  your  prayer,  that  you  may  tive  till  yon  die 
without  either.  But  I  doubt  the  authot  of  tfie  epitafrfi  you 
send  me  was  a  Kttle  mistaken,  when  he,  speaking  of  the 
world,  says,  that 

he  ne*ir  eared  a  pin 

What  they  $aid,  or  may  toy,  €f  the  mortal  within. 

It  is  so  natural  to  wish  to  be  well  spoken  of,  whether  alive 
or  dead^  that  I  imagine  he  could  not  be  quite  exempt  from 
that  desire ;  and  that  at  least  he  wbbed  to  be  thought  a  wit, 
or  he  would  not  have  given  himself  the  trouble  of  writing  so 
good  an  epitaph  to  leave  behind  him.  Was  it  not  as  worthy 
of  his  care  that  the  world  should  say  he  was  an  honest  and 
a  good  man  ?  I  like  better  the  concluding  sentiment  in  the 
old  song  called  the  Old  Man*s  Wish,  wherein,  after  wishing 
for  a  warm  house  in  a  country  town,  an  easy  horse,  some 
good  authors,  ingenious  and  cheerful  compamons,  a  pudding 
on  Sundays,  wi&  stout  ate,  aiid  a  bottle  of  Burgundy,  &c.  8cc. 
in  separate  stanzas,  each  ending  with  this  burdien. 

May  J  govern  my  pauions  with  absolute  swayy 
Oram  wi»er  and  better  as  my  strength  WKart  away, 
Wtthma  gout  or  ttoni,  by  a  gentle  dkcoy. 

He  adds. 

With  a  courage  undaunted  may  I  face  my  last  day ; 
And  wJien  1  am  gona,  may  the  better  wrt  say; 
In  the  morning  when  sober,  in  the  evening  when  mellow, 
He*s  gonci  and  kasnotltft  behind  Hm  hk  fellow. 

For  he  governed  his  pmtionSf  ifc. 

^But  what  signifies  our  widiing  ?  Thii^  happen^  after  all, 
as  they  will  happen.:   I  have  wmg  diat  wiMulg  ecmg  ■%  thou* 
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sand  times  when  I  was  young,  and  now  find  at  four-soNre. 
that  the  three  contraries  have  befallen  me,  being  subject  to 
the  gout  and  the  stone,  and  not  being  yet  master  of  all  my 
passions.  Like  the  proud  girl  in  my  country,  who  wished 
and  resolved  not  to  marry  a  parson,  nor  a  Presbyterian,  nor 
an  Irishman ;  and  at  length  found  herself  married  to  aa 
Irish  Presbyterian  parson.  You  see  I  have  some  reason  to 
wish,  that  in  a  future  state,  I  may  not  only  be  as  well  as  I 
was,  but  a  little  better.  And  I  hope  it :  for  I  too,  with 
your  poet,  tntst  in  God.  And  when  I  observe  that  there  is 
great  frugality,  as  well  as  wisdom,  in  his  works,  since  he  haa 
been  evidently  sparing  both  of  labor  and  materials ;  for^  by 
the  various  wonderful  inventions  of  propagation,  he  has  pro- 
vided for  the  continual  peopling  his  world  with  plants  and 
animals,  without  being  at  the  trouble  of  repeated  new  crea- 
tions ;  and  by  tlie  natural  reduction  of  compound  substances 
to  their  original  elements,  capable  of  being  employed  in  new 
compositions,  he  has  prevented  the  necessity  of  creating  new 
matter  ;  so  that  the  earth,  water,  air,  and  perhaps  fire,  which 
being  compounded  from  wood,  do,  when  the  wood  is  dis- 
solved, return,  and  again  become  air,  earthy  fire,  and  water; 
I  say,  that  when  I  see  nothing  annihilated,  and  not  even  a 
drop  of  M'ater  wasted,  I  cannot  suspect  the  annihilation  of 
souls,  or  believe  that  he  will  sufi*er  the  daily  waste  of  millipna 
of  miuds  ready  made  that  now  exist,  and  put  himself  to  the 
continual  trouble  of  making  new  ones.  Thus  finding  myself 
to  exist  in  the  world,  I  believe  I  shall,  in  some  shape  or 
other,  always  exist ;  and,  witli  all  the  inoonveniences  human 
life  is  liable  to,  I  sliall  not  object  to  a  new  edition  of  mine  ; 
b(^ing,  however,  that  tlie  errata  of  the  last  may  be  cor- 
rected. 

I  return  your  note  of  children  received  in  the  Foundling 
Hospital  at  Paiis^  from  1741  to  17^5  inclusive;  and  I  have 
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added  the  years  succeeding  down  to  1770.    Thesis  since 
tha^  period  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain.     I  have  noted  in 
the  margin  the  gradual  increase^  viz.  from  every  tenth  child 
so  thrown  upon  the  public,  until  it  comes  to  every  third. 
Fifteen  years  have  passed  since  the  last  account,  and  pro- 
bably it  may  now  amount  to  one-half.     Is  it  right  to  encou- 
rage this  monstrous  deficiency  of  natural  affection  f    A  sur- 
geon I  met  with  here,  excused  the  women  of  Paris,  by  saying 
seriously,  that  they  could  not  give  suck;  *^  Car,",  said  he, 
"  elles  ^^ont  point  de  tetons.'*     He  assured  me  it  was  a  fact, 
and  b^de  me  look  at  them,  and  observe  how  flat  they  were 
on  the  breast;  ''they  have  nothing  more  there,"  said  he, 
''  than  I  have  upon  the  back  of  my  hand."    I  have  since 
thought  that  there  might  be  some  truth  in  his  observation, 
and  that  possibly  nature,  finding  they  made  no  use  of  bab- 
bies, has  left  off  giving  them  any.    Yet,  since  Rousseau 
pleaded  with  admirable  eloquence  for  the  rights  of  children 
to  their  mothers'  milk,  the  mode  has  changed  a  little ;  and 
some  ladies  of  quality  now  suckle  their  infants  and  find  milk 
enough.     May  the  mode  descend  to  the  lower  ranks,  tiU  it 
becomes  no  longer  the  custom  to  pack  their  infants  away  as 
soon  as  born,  to  the  enfans  trouves,  with  the  careless  obser- 
vation, that  the  king  is  better  able  to  maintain  them.     I  am 
credibly  informed  that  nine-tenths  of  them  die  there  pi^tty 
soon,  which  is  said  to  be  a  great  relief  to  the  institutioD, 
whose  funds  would  not  otherwise  be  sufficient  to  bring  up 
the  remainder.     Except  the  few  persons  of  quality  above- 
mentioned,  and  the' multitude  who  send  to  the  hospital,  the 
practice  is  to  hire  nurses  in  the  country  to  carry  out  the  ' 
children,  and  take  care  of  them  there.     Here  is  an  offiee 
for  examining  the  health  of  nurses,  and  giving  them  licences*  - 
They  come  to  town  on  certain  days  of  the  week  in  comr 
panics,  to  receive  the  children,  and  we  often  meet  tndns^f 


i 


188  PRIVATE  COSBBWOI^BSVCS  BAltT  TV 

them  on  the  road  returning  to  die  neighboring  viUages,  with- 
each  a  child  in  arms.  But  those  who  are  good  enouj^  tot 
try  this  way  of  raising  their  children,  are  often  not  abk  to^ 
pay  the  expense^  so  that  the  prisons  of  Paris  are  crowded 
with  wretched  fathers  and  mothers  confined  pour  nu)i$  d$ 
nqwrrictf  though  it  is  laudably  a  favorite  charity  to  pay  Ibr 
Uiemj  and  set  such  prisoners  at  liberty.  I  widi  success  te^ 
the  new  project  of  assistmg  the  poor  to  keep  their  children 
at  home,  because  1  think  there  is  no  nurse  like  a  mothfi^ 
(or  not  many)  and  that  if  parents  did  not  immediatriy  seod* 
their  infants  out  of  their  sight,  they  would  in  a  £bw  daya 
begin  to  love  them,  and  thence  be  spurred  to  greater  indoslqr 
for  their  maintenance.  This  is  a  subject  you  undefstand^ 
better  than  1,  and  therefore  having  perhaps  said  too  mucb^  1 
drop  it.  I  only  add  to  the  notes  a  remark  from  the  Historjr 
of  the  Academy  of  Sciences^  much  in  favor  of  the  Foimd* 
ling  Institution. 

.  The  Philadelphia  bank  goes  on,  as  X  hear,  very  welL 
What  you  call  the  Cincinnati  Institution,  b  no  institution  <(f 
our  government,  but  a  private  convention  among  the  officcra 
.  of  our  kte  army,  and  so  universally  disliked  by  the  people, 
that  it  is  supposed  it  will  be  dropped.  It  was  considered  ^ 
an  attempt  to  esublish  something  like  an  hereditfiry.rapk'pr 
tiohility.  I  hold  widi  you  that  it  was  wrong;  may  1  ad^y 
that  all  descending  honors  are  wrong  and  absurd;  that  the 
lienors  of  virtuous  actions  appertain  only  to  faim  that  per* 
forms  diem^and  is  in  its  mture  incommunicable* .  If  it  w^re 
■  coimnunicable  by  descent,  it  must  jds^  be  dtiisible  aoMig 
the  descendants ;  and  die  more  ancient  the  &mily,.  thci.laBS 
mmU  be  found  existing  in  any  one. branch  of  il;  to.  ^y 
nothing  of  die  greater  chance  of  unlucky  intermptibiis/ 

b    --     '-    -^  SeeLrttertoMr8.Badie,Jaa.J6,lfS4. 
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Our  constitution  feems  not  to  be  well  underttood  vnA 
you.  If  the  congress  were  a  permanent  bodj^  there  woidd 
be  more  reason  in  being  jealous  of  giving  it  powers.  But 
its  members  are  chosen  amniallj,  cannot  be  chosen  more 
than  three  years  successively^  nor  more  than  three  years  in 
seven ;  and  any  of  them  may  be  recalled  at  any  time,  vHien^ 
ever  their  constituents  shall  be  dissatisfied  widi  their  conduct. 
They  are  of  the  people,  and  return  again  to  mix  with  the 
people,  having  no  more  durable  pre-eminence  than  die  differ- 
ent grams  of  sand  in  an  hour-glass.  Such  an  assembly  can- 
not easily  become  dangerous  to  liberty.  They  are  the  ww* 
vants  of  the  people,  sent  together  to  do  the  people's  business, 
and  promote  the  public  welfare ;  their  powers  must  be  suffi- 
cient^ or  their  duties  cannot  be  performed*  They  have  no 
profitable  appointments,  but  a  mere  payment  of  daily  wigea, 
such  as  are  scarcely  equival^it  to  their  expenses;  so  tbtt 
having  no  chance  for  great  places,  and  enormous  salaries  or 
pensions,  as  in  some  countries,  there  is  no  canvassing  or 
bribing  for  elections.  1  wish  Old  England  were  as  happy 
in  its  government,  but  I  do  not  see  it.  Yoor  people,  how- 
ever, think  their  constitution  the  best  in  the  world^and  afi^ct 
to  despise  ours.  It  is  comfortable  to  have  a  good  opitoion 
of  Me^self,  and  of  every  thing  that  belongs  to  us;  to  diink 
one's  own  religion,  king,  and  wife,  the  best  of  all  possible 
-wives,  kings,  or  religions*  I  remember  three  Greenbuders, 
who  had 'travelled  two  years  in  Europe,  under  the  care  of 
some  Moravian  missionaries,  and  had  visited  Gennaay^ 
Demnark,  Holland^  and  England;  when  I  asked  thefli  at 
Philadelphia  (where  diey  were  in  their  way  home)  irivedmr, 
now  they  bad  seen  how  much  more  commodiously  the  white 
people  lived  by  thelielp  of  the  arts^  they  would  not  dmoee 
taiemainamong.ttsJ- their  imawer  was,  that  diey  were  pleased 
with  having  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  so  iMny  fine  things. 


IIH) 


PRIVATK  CORRB8PONDENCE 


PAET  I. 


b^ii  ikry  rAiM«  fo  mvk  in  their  own  country .  Which  < 
In*!  hy  th«  wny,  oonjtinK'il  of  rock  only,  for  the  Moraviaai 
wri«  ohhitnl  to  mrrv  eartli  in  tlioir  ship  from  New  York,  fi>r 
ik^  |Uir|uvii«»  of  iimLiiig  a  ctibbaj);^  ganko. 

Uy  Ml.  1XUIoikI*«  saving,  ihat  ray  double  spectacles  cm 
only  1^1  XX'  iMrtKular  <^yeji«  I  doubt  he  has  not  been  ri|^y 
mlk^iiiMHi  of  ihmr  t^^oslniction.  L  iuMgine  it  wilt  be  Amad 
|N^^v  levMri^ly  tnM".  thai  the  aane  coavexity  of  glaa% 
iKiXH^ii  Mkh^h  a  man  m^$  cl^^arMi  and  best  at  the  dknana 
|M^Ha  Km  i«^ii^«  »  not  the  beu  for  greater  ditfanora.  I 
liwu^pltwr  had  f^MUkTly  t«o  (xair  ci  spectacles  wkaA  I 
>>ntVpd  «voa«ionaliy«  as  ui  trax^iinc  1  sooKiiiDes  read.  Mil 
fMJ^  m-awi^i  nx  ix^sani  ^  prospects.  Faidii^  xh»  damigt 
iMHiil4««p4>MWs,  and  not  al«r£\>  »ificient}y  rcaiy^  i  hnd  she 
f)aiii»i  c%\U  ana  ha';i'  oi  oai-li  kiad  asociaroi  a  die  nmm 


lA'  ^listen;  ^itjuv*.** 
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explab;  so  that  £  understand  French  better  by  the  help* of 
my  spectacles. 

My  intended  translator  of  your  piece,  the  only  one  I  know 
who  understands  the  subject^  as  well  as  the  two  lai^uages, 
(which  a  translator  ought  to  do,  or  he  cannot  make  so  good 
a  translation),  is  at  present  occupied  in  an  afiair  that  prevents 
his  undertaking  it ;  but  that  will  soon  be  over.  I  thank  yon 
for  the  notes.  I  should  be  glad  to  have  another  of  the  printed 
pamphlets. 

We  shall  always  be  ready  to  take  your  children  if  you  send 
them  to  us.  I  only  wonder,  that  since  London  draws  to  itself, 
and  consumes-  such  numbers  of  your  country  people,  the 
country  should  not,  to  supply  their  places,  want  and  willingly 
receive  the  children  you  have  to  dispose  of.  That  circum^ 
stance,  together  with  the  multitude  who  voluntarily  part  with 
their  freedom  as  men,  to  serve  for  a  time  as. lacqueys,  or  for 
life  as  soldiers,  in  consideration  of  small  wages,  seems  to  me 
proof  that  your  island  is  over-peopled.  And  yet  it  is  afraid 
of  emigrations ! 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend,  and  believe  me  ever,  yours  very 
affectionately,  B.  Franklin. 

To       *    *    * 

Dissuading  him  from  attempting  crossing  to  Englaiid  in  a 

balloon. 

Dear  Sir,  P(^9sy,  JuneQO,  1785. 

I  have  just  received  the  only  letter  from  you 

that  has  given  me  pain.     It  informs  me  of  your  intention  to 

attempt  passing  to  England  in  the  car  of  a  balloon.     In  the 

present  imperfect  state  of  that  invention,  I  think  it  much  too 

soon  to  hazard  a  voyage  of  that  distance.     It  is  said  here  by 

some  of  those  who  have  had  experience,  that  as  3'et  they  have 

not  foimd  means  to  keep  up  a  balloon  more  tinm  two  hours; 
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^^  ^wt  by  now  s^  then  loping  air  to  prevent  rising  top 
^b^  and  bursting,  and  now  and  then  dischargbg  ballast  to 
«?Qid  descending  too  Ipw,  these  means  of  regulation  are  ex- 
Jousted*    Besides  this,  all  the  circumstances  of  danger  by 
(Q^pointment,  in  the  operation  of  Saupapes,^  &c.  &c.  seem 
Opt  to.  be  yet.  well  known,  and  therefore  not  easily  provided 
.  Agunst*    For  on  Wednesday  last  M.  Pil&tre  de  Rosier,  who 
]^}ld  studied  th^  subject  as  much  as  any  man,  lost  his  support 
in  die  air,  by  the  burstbg  of  his  balloon,  or  by  some  other 
ao^ns  we  are  yet  unacquainted  v?ith,  and  fell  with  his  com- 
panion* from  the  height  of  one  thousand  toises,  on  the  rocky 
coast,  and  were,  both  found  dashed  to  pieces.    You,  having 
pyed  a  good  life,  do  not  fear  death.    But  pardon  the  an^oua 
Ip^om  of  a  friend,  if  he  tells  you  that  the  continuance  of 
y^^r  life  being  of  importance  to  your  family  and  your  coun- 
.  ^»  though  you  might  laudably  hazard  it  for  their  good,  you 
,  btve  no  right  to  risk  it  for  a  fancy.    I  pray  God  this  ipay 
\9Kii  you  iq  time,  and  have  some  effect  towards  cliangii^ 
your  design :  being  ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 

To  Granville  Sharpe,  Esq. 
Law  of  gavet'kind — Election  of  bishops-- Abridgment  qf,  the 

liturgjf. 

Dear  Sir,  Pasty,  Jtily5,n^. 

I  received  the  books  you  were  so  kind  as  to 

,8eiid  me  by  Mr.  Drown.    Please  to  accept  my  hearty  thaid». 

^.JYour  writings,  which  always  have  some  public  good  fer their 

ol^ect,  I  always  read  with  pleasure.    I  am  perfectly  of  your 

opmon  \rith  respect  to  the  salutary  law  of  gavel*kind,  and 

hope  it  may  in  time  be  established  throughout  Anieriea.     In 

'  Valvel  ^  The  Marquis  d'Arlandev. 
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six  of  the  states  already  the  lands  of  iniestatts'are  divided 
equally  among  the  children  if  all  girls  ;  but  there  is  a  double 
share  given  to  the  eldest  son,  for  u  bich  I  see  no  more  reason 
than  in  giving  such  share  to  tlte  eldest  daughter ;  and  tUnk 
there  should  be  no  distinction.  Since  my.  being  last  in  France, 
J  have  seen  several  of  our  eldest  sons  spending  idly  theor  Gdv^ 
tunes  by  residing  in  £urope,  and  neglecting  their  own  couB* 
try ;  these  are  from  the  southern  states.  The  northern  ybmg 
men  stay  at  home,  and  are  industrious  useful  citi^iis ;  fkm 
more  equal  division  of  their  fethers'  fortunes  not  enabling 
tliem  to  ramble  and  spend  their  shares  abroad,  whiclk  is  i^ 
much  the  better  for  their  country. 

I  like  your  piece  on  the  election  of  bishope.  Him  ism 
fact  in  (lollingshed's  Chronicle,  tlie  latter  part  relating  t» 
Scotland,  which  shows,  if  my  tnemory  does  not  deceive  me, 
that  the  first  bishop  in  that  country  was  elected  by  the  clergy  ; 
I  mentioned  it  some  time  past  in  a  letter  to  two  young  men,' 
who  asked  my  advice  about  obtaining  ordination,  Mhich  had 
been  denied  them  by  the  bishops  in  England,  unless  they 
would  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  king ;  and  I  said,;  I 
imagine  that  unless  a  bishop  is  soon  sent  over^  with  a  power 
to  consecrate  others,  so  that  we  may  have  no  future  occasioa 
of  applying  to  England  for  ordination,  we  may  think  it  right, 
after  xeadiiig  your  piece,  to  elect  also. 

The  liturgy  you  mention  was  an  abridgment  of  that  made 
by  a  noble  lord  of  my  acquaintance,  who  requ&ited  me  lo  assist 
him  1^  taking  the  rest  of  the  book,  viz.  the  eatechism  and  the 
reading  and  singing  psalnui.  Tliese  i  abridged  by  retaining 
of  die  catediiam  only  the  two  questions.  What  u  yom  duif  to 
G^di  What  it  yotur  duty  to  your  neighbor  If  with  answers. 
The  psalms  were  much  contracted  by  leaving  out  the -ri|ptti- 

■  111  M       <    »*f    ■■■>■■  |<  i>  I    f.  ,         ,     m    n 

'  See  Letter  to  Messrs.  Weems  and  Gant,  July  18, 17^^    • 
VOL.  I.  N 
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tioQs  (of  which  I  found  more  thao  I  could  have  imagmed)  and 
the  imprecatioiiBy  which  appeared  not  to  suit  well  the  Chriitiaa 
doctrine  of  forgiveness  of  injuries,  and  doing  good  to  enemies* 
The  book  was  printed  for  Wilkie  in  St. Paul's  Chui|:h-yaid^but 
never  much  noticed.  Some  were  given  awaj,  very  few  sold^ 
and  I  suppose  the  bulk  became  waste  paper.  In  the  prayers 
•o  much  was  retrenched,  that  approbatioQ  could  hardly  be  ex* 
pected ;  hut  I  think  with  you  a  moderate  abridgment  might 
not  only  be  useful,  but  generally  acceptable. 
,.  I  am  now  on  the  point  of  departing  for  America,  where  1 
shall  be  glad  occasionally  to  hear  from  you,  and  of  your  wel* 
fare ;  being  with  sincere  and  great  esteem^  dear  sir,  your  mosl 
obedient  and  most  humble  servant,  B.  Frakklin^ 

ti        •  ■    .  #■ 

To  David  Hartley^  Es©.  M,P. 
To  take  leave  on  quitting  Europe. 

Paisiff  July  5, 1785. 
I  cannot  quit  the  coasts  of  Europe  without  taking 
leave  of  my  ever  dear  friend  Mr.  Haitley.  We  were  long 
fellow-laborers  hi  the  best  of  all  works,  the  work  of  peace. 
I  leave  you  still  in  the  6eld ;  but  having  finished  my  day's  task, 
I  am  going  home  to  go  to  bed !  VfiA  me  a  good  night's  retf^ 
as  1  do  you  a  pleasant  evening.  Adieu  !  and  believe  meevef 
yours  most  affectionately,  B.  Frankuk^  . 

in  his  80th  year. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington  ; 
On  his  intended  bust,  by  Hou4on. 

Dear  Sir,  Philadelphia^  Sepi.QO,  1 745^ 

I  am  just  arrived  from  a  couutry  where  the. 
reputation  of  General  Washington  runs  very  high,  and  where 
every  body  wishes  to  see  him  in  person;  but  being. told  that  it 
is  not  likely  he  ever  will  favor  them  with  a  visit,  they  hope 


«t leant  for  a  sight  of  his  pertett  resemblaace  by  nwant  of 
llrtir  principd  statoary,  Mr.Houdon,  wbom  Mr.  J^rsott 
and  myself  agreed  with  to  come  over  for  tbe  purpose  of  taking 
a  busty  ID  order  to  make  the  intended  statue  for  the  state  iolf 
Virginia*  He  is  here ;  but,  the  materials  and  instrament^he 
sent  down  the  Seine  from  Paris  not  being  arrived  at  Havrt 
when  we  sailed,  he  was  obliged  to  leave  them,  and  is  fio^ 
busied  in  supplying  himself  here.  As  soon  as  that  is  done^  h^ 
proposes  to  wait  on  you  in  Virginid,  as  he  understands  dier^-ia 
no  prospect  of  your  coming  hither,  which  would  indeed  mAke 
me  very  happy,  as  it  would  give  me  the  opportunity  of  co0^ 
graCulating  with  you  personally  on  the  final  ^success  of  yWi^ 
long  and  painful  labors  in  the  service  of  oar  couiitryy  vAfidl^ 
have  laid  us  all  under  eternal  obligations.  With  the  greatest 
md  most  sincere  esteem  and  respect,  I  am,  dear  sir,  your 
most  obedient  and  most  bumble  servant,      B.  Fsanklik^ 

Answee  to  the  Foregoing. 

.  .»■■•■  I  .1  ■    , . 

:     .    To  THE  HOVOBABLK  Db.  FslA^V^UX.  j, 

^  Deab  Sir^  Mount  Vernon,  Sq>t.1id,  17^^- 

a^-.i ::  1  .  I  had  jast  written,  andwas  about  to  put  info 
tter  hands  of 'Mr.  Taylor^  (a  gentleman  in  the  department' o^ 
Ibef  Mic^etaty  for  foreign  afiairs,)  the  enclosed  letter,*  when  I 
had* tte^ honor  to  receive  your  favor  of  th^SOth  instant.  " 
I  hHW  i  grateful  sense  of  the  partiality  of  the  French  na- 
tion towards  me  :  and  I  feel  very  sensibly  for  the  indulgent 
expression  of  your  letter,  which  does  me  great  honor. 

When  it  suits  Mr.  Hbudon  to  come  hither,  I  will  accom* 
modate  bitir  in  ttie  best  mankier  I  am  able,  and  shall  eodte- 
vbr  t6  reiider  his  stay  as  agre^rble  as  I  can. 

'  This  was  a  coogratulatory  letter  to  Dr.  Franklin  on  his  returii  to 
jimedca;  and  Wiil'be  'Ibudd  in  the  Memoirs  of  bis  life.  Fart  vJ  p.  382. 

4tti^Mit.   ■•  ''•■•  '     "-^   ■  .  -■•  ' 


196  ptiiVAt£  coiLttiT^if1^EStz        fk^iti. 

It  would  give  me  infinite  plea^re  to  wteyttii  '  At  tlib 
t)lace  I  dare  not  look  for  it,  although  to  entertain  yom  uhi&t 
niy  own  roof  woiild  be  doubly  gratifying.  Whet),  or  wtifeflm 
t^er,  I  shall  have  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  you  at  PhihdeU 
pliia  is  uncertain,  as  retirement  from  the  walks  of  public-life 
ha§  not  been  so  productive  of  that  leisure  and  ease,  as  might 
have  been  expected.  With  very  great  esteem  and  res][>ettv  I 
ttti/dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant,  ''•  - 

G.  Washinotohv 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jay. 
Afuwer  to  their  congratulatinm  on  his  arrival  in  America* 

Dear  Fkisndb,  Philadelphia, Sept.2\,  1785. 

I  received  your  very  kind  letter  of  cheil6th, 
congratulating  me  on  my  safe  arrival  whh  my  grandsons ;  an 
event  that  indeed  makes  me  very  happy,  being  what  I  hsfs 
long  ardently  wished,  and  considering  the  growing  infirmities 
oF age,  began' almost  to  despair  of.  I  am  now  in  tlie  bosom 
of  ray  family,  and  find  four  new  little  prattlers,  who  cling 
about  the  knees  of  their  grandpapa,  and  afford  oie  great  plea- 
sure. The  affectionate  welcome  I  met  with  from  my  fellow- 
titizens  was  far  beyond  my  expectatitm :  (  bore  my  voyai^ 
Very  well,  and  find  myself  rather  better  for  it;  so  that  1  hwe 
every  possible  reason  to  be  satisfied  .ivith  my  having  under* 
taken  and  performed  it.  When  I  was  at  Passy  I  could  Hot 
bear  a  wheel  carriage ;  and  being-  discouraged  in  my  proJMt 
of  descending  the  Seine  ift  A  bott, ..  by  the  difficultiea  and 
tediousness  of  its  navigation  in  so  dry  a  season,  I  accepted 
the  offer  of  one  of  the  kmgfs  litters^  carried,  by  large  mulesi 
^ich  brought  me  well,  though  in  walking  slowly,  to.Htlff^. 
Thtence  I  weAt  over  in  a  pttcket  boat  to  Southampton^  iirii«re 
I  staid  four  days,  till  the  abip  came  for  ne  te  SptttAd. 
Several  of  my  London  firienda  cune  there  to  ae(s  tn»)  piTlicn^ 
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larly  the  good  Biihop  of  St.  Ataph  an4  family»  who  fHud 
with  me  to  the  laat.  In  short  I  am  now  30  well  %a  to  ihurfi 
it  possiltle  that  I  may  once  more  have  the  pleasure  of  §ew§ 
you  both  perhaps  at  New  York,  with  my  dear  young  frieodl 
(who  I  hope  may  not  have  quite  foi|;ottcD  me);  for  I  imaginf, 
that  on  tlie  aandy  road  between  Burlington  and  Amboy  I 
could  bear  an  easy  coach,  and  the  rest  is  water.  I  rejoice  to 
hear  that  you  continue  well ;  being  with  true  and  great  esteem 
and  affection,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

.    B.Franklin. 

To  David  Ha^ktley,  E$8» 
State  of  America. 

Dear  Sir,  Philadelphia,  Oct,27,  1783. 

I  received  at  Havre  de  Grace  6  copies  of  your 
print,  which  I  brought  with  me  hither.  I  shall  frame  and 
keep  one  of  them  in  my  best  room.  I  shall  send  one  to  Mr. 
Jay,  and  give  the  others  among  some  friends  who  esteem  and 
veepect  you  as  we  do^ 

Your  newspapers  are  filled  with  accounts  <tf  distresses  and 
miseri^  that  these  states  are  plunged  into  since  their  sepsra- 
tion  from  Britain.  You  may  believe  me  when  1  tell  you  that 
there  is  no  truth  in  those  accounts.  I  .find  q11  property  in 
lands  and  bouses  augmented  vastly  in  value ;  that  of  hoMses 
and  towiiS  at  least  four-foM.  The  crops  have  been  plentiful, 
and  yet  the  produce  sellt  highj^  to  the  great  profit  of  the  fanner. 
At  the  same:  time  ftll  imported  goods  sell  at  low  rates,  some 
cheaper  than  the  &jnt  cost.  •  Working  people  have  {deotgf.  of 
eibploy  and  high  pay  ibr  their  labor.  These  appear  .to..ma 
•ft  certain  signs  of  public  prosperity.  Some  tradera  inde(Ml 
^mplain  that  trade  is  dead)  but  this  pretended  evil  j^^mt 
M^eff^ct  of  inability  >&  the  people  to  buy,  pay  tqr,  mt  coo* 
sume  tho  usual,  articlea  <tf  eoBUBeFce,  as  fiu*  a$  they  hftve 
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occflsicmfor  tbeiB>  it  is  owif^-^niefeljr  to*  there  beiigi'loo 
miriy  traders  who  hate  crowded  hither  fnNtt  all  parts^oK  Bii» 
it>pe  with  more  goods  than  the  nattinl  <laiiiaiid  of  tbeoMn|i7. 
iequires.  '  AuA  what  in  Europe  is  caikd  die  debtof  Anetiai 
is  chiefly  the  debt  of  these  adventurers  and  supercargoes  to 
flietr  principals,  with  which  the  settled  inhabitants  of  America, 
'who  never  paid  better  for  what  they  want  and  buy,  ha^'no^ 
Asng  to  do.  As  to  the  contentment  of  the  inhabitants  witk 
tbd  change  of  government,  methinks  a  stronger  proof  oannoft 
be.  desired,  tham  what  they  have  given  in  my  reception.  You 
know  the  part  I  had  in  that  change ;  and  you  see  in  the  papeas 
die  addresses  from  all  ranks  with  which  yoar  friend  was  wck 
edmed  home,  and  the  sentiments  they  contain  confirmed  jwa^ 
ti^rday  in  the  choice  of  him  for  president  by  the  counoil  and 
hew  assembly,  which  was  unanimous;  a  single  voice  in  seventy^ 
seven  excepted. 

I  remember  you  used  to  wish  for  newspapers  from  Ame- 
rica. Herewith  1  send  a  few,  and  you  shall  be  regularly 
supplied,  if  you  can  put  me  in  a  way  of  sending. tbeniji  sp,^ 
that  yon  may  not  be  obliged  to  pay  postage*,  .    \.C\ 

With  unchangeable  esteeoi  andi  fe^pect.  1,  afn,- nqr^iflear 
friendy  yours  most  affectipnatelyf  B.  Fban]km^ 

To  M.  Matron  de  la  Goub  ; 
On  hU  writings. 

,   Sjr,  Philadelphia,  Nw.  is,  ijl^^. 

I  received  duly  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor 
of  writing  to  me  the  £5th  of  June  past,  together  with  thAjCplr 
lection  you  have  made  des  tomfies  readw  de  vos  cotitrSl^i^ 
gUiraux  ;  and  your  Discours  nor  let  moyens  d^encour^^^^h 
poMotiime  dam  les  monarchies.  The  first  is  a  valuable  Work, 
as  containing  a  great  deal  of^i^s^ul  fifomu^ion  ^ ,  j^ut  t^  ^e* 
cond  I  am  particularly  charmed  widi,  the  eentimeiiMk  ^ipg 


detigbtfally  just^  and  expressed  with  such  force  and  cLearoesiy 
that  I  am  persuaded  the  pamphlet,  thou^  small,  must  hayi^ 
a  great  effect  od  the  miadsof  both  princeB  apd  people,  and 
theoce  be  productive  of  much  good  to  mankind.  Be  pleased 
to  accept  my  hearty  thanks  for  both.  . 
:  It  is  right  to  be  sowing  good  seed  whenever:  we  have  efl 
opportunity,  since  some  <^  it  may  be  productive.  ..^n  jvi* 
stance  of  this  you  should  be  acquainted  with,  asitaiay  a£f^ 
yo«  pleasure.  The  reading,  of  Fortun^  Ricard's  Testam^ 
has  put  it  into  the  head  and  heart  of  a  citizen  to  leayetiii^ 
thousand  pounds  sterling  to  two  American  cities,  who  vi^M 
lend  it  in  small  sums  at  five  per  cent  to  young  banners  JA 
business ;  and  the  accumulation,  after  An  hundred  year%  tp^the 
laid  out  in  public  works  of  benefit  to  those  cities.'.  VfUh 
great  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir>  yqW  most  oh^diei^ 
and  most  humble  servant,  B.  FsAVi(;i»^l»«.  r 

/To  De.  Bancroft,  F.R.S.&c.  Lokdoi^i    ..^ .,. 

On  to  proposed Tfetxf^editidHDf  Df.  FranklMt  wrUing^ilffMr* 
Dil/tf,  the  bookteller— A  commerciai  treaty^ bet9€MGudi 
'Britnin.tmd  tke  Vnihd  States.  ^=   *' 

DeXr  Sir,  PMladelphid', 'Nov.  2d,  1785:' '  ■ 

X  received  your  kbd  letter  of  September  5, 
informing  me  of  die  intention  Mr.  Dilly  has  of  printing  anew 
edition  of  my  writings,,  and  of  his  desire  that  I  would  furnish 
him~  widi'such  additlbnS  as  I  naiay  think  proper.  At  ptetent 
4n  niy  papers  and  manuscripts  are  so  ihizt'with  other  things*, 
by  the  cohfusi^ns  occasioned  in  sudden  and  vari6us  rUmiMti 
dunrig'ttie  late  troubles,  that  I  can  hardly 'find 'arty  tfiiif^ 

But  hai'lng'neariy  finished  to  addition  to  my  house,  HvhSdl 

.■*'■■■■■  ■  .■.-■■    '.i       ■.■'■■:.      i   ;;-•: 

■      .1 ,1  .   .  ■       ■■■  ..  »     -    ■    1. 11  ■■     I        ■     . 

'  i^ee  co^icfl  to  Di'.  PraokHn*b  will,  in  Memoirs  of  his  life,  [tart  T* 
p.4tA.  ito.ed.    ' 
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will  afford  me  room  to  put  all  in  order^  I  hope  soon  to  be 
able  to  comply  with  such  a  request ;  but  I  hope  Mr.  Dilly 
^iU  have  a  good  understanding  in  the  affair  witli  Henry 
and  Johnson^  who  haviilg  risked  the  former  impressions^ 
may  suppose  they  thereby  acquired  some  right  in  the  copy. 
Ai  to  the  life  proposed  to  be  written,  if  it  be  by  the  same 
faaild  who  furnished  a  sketch  to  Dr.  Lettsom,  which  he  sent 
m^,  I  am  afraid  it  will  be  found  too  full  of  errors  for  either ' 
yOtt  or  me  to  correct :  and  having  been  persuaded  by  my 
firieAds,  Messrs.  Vaoghan  and  Monsieur  Le  Veillardi  Mr. 
James  of  this  place^  and  some  others,  that  such  a  life,  wril;- 
ten  by  myself,  may  be  useful  to  the  rising  generation,  I  have 
made  some  progress  in  it,  and  hope  to  finish  it  this  winter; 
s6 1  bannot  but  wish  that  project  of  Mr.  DiIIy*s  biographer 
may  "be  laid  aside.  1  am  nevertheless  diankful  to  you  for  your 
friendfy  offer  of  correcting  it. 

As  to  public  affairs^  it  is  long  since  I  gave  over  all  expec-' 
tations  of  a  commercial  treaty  between  us  and  Britain ;  and 
I  tkmk  we  can- do  as  well,  or  better  without  one  than  she  dm. 
Oin*  fiarvestB  are  plenty^  our  produce  fetches  a  high  price  in' 
hard  money,  and  there  is  in  every  part  of  our  country  indon-^ 
testable  marks  of  public  felicity.    We  discover,  indeed,  soind 
errbrs  in  our  general  and  particular  constitution^,  which  it  is 
no' wonder  they  should  have,  the  time  iti  which  they  w^re 
formed  being  considered.     But  these  wfe  shall  soon  in^l ' 
The  little  disorders  you  have  heard  of  in  'some  of  the  states, 
raised  by  a  few  wrong  heads,  are  sulroidihg,  and  will  probai- 
bly  soon  be  extinguished.    My  best  wishes  and  those  of  my . 
fiaonily  attend  you.    We  shall  be  happy  to  see  you  here,  ^ 
^v&en  it  suits  you  to  visit  us ;  being  vrith  sincere  and'great 
esteem,  my  dear  friend^  yoiu'S  most  affectionately^ 

B.  FltAJ$«%K:«* 
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To  Dft.  Shipley,  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph.  _ 

Various  matter. 

Dear  Fri end,  Philaddphiay  Feb.  24, 1786;  ;. 

1  received  lately  your  kind  letter  of  Noven|^ 
bejT  27.  My  reception  here  was,  as  you  have  heard,  .verj, 
honorable  indeed ;  but  I  was  betrayed  by  it  and  by  soq^ 
remains  of  ambition,  from  which  I  had  imagined  niyself  fr^. 
to  accept  of  the  chair  of  government  for  the  state  of  Penji* 
sylvania,  when  the  proper  thing  for  me  was  repose  an^ft* 
private  life.  I  hope  however  to  be  able  to  bear  the  fatigmn^- 
for  one  year,  and  then  to  retire.  .  ^, 

I  have  much  regretted  our  having  so  little  opportunity  fidf^ 
conversation  when  we  last  met.'     You  could  have  given  m^ 
informations  and  counsels  that  I  wanted :  but  we  were  scarce 
a  minute  together  without  being  broken  in  upon.     I  am.l^^j 
thank  you  however  for  the  pleasure  I  had  after  our  partii;^ 
in  reading  the  new  book*  you  gave  me,  which  I  think  gifQC^ 
rally  well  written  and  likely  to  do  good ;  though  the  reaiSng; 
time  of  most  people  is  of  late  so  taken  up  with  uewspapec^  , 
and  little  periodical  pamphlets,  that  few  now-a-days  y^ntijEg.., 
to  attempt  reading  a  quarto  volume.    I  have  admired  to  sf^. 
that  in  the  last  centuiy  a  folio,  Burton  on  Melancholif,  >v,^t:. 
through  six  editions  in  about  forty  years.    We  have,  I  beli^yi^.. 
mor^  readers  now,  but  not  of  such  large  books.  ,..  : 

You  seem  desirous  of  knowing  what  progress  we  makf ; 
here  in  improving  oiu*  governments.  We  are  I  think  in  th|^.. 
right  road  of  improvementj^^fpr  we  are  making  experiments*, ^ 
I  do  not  oppose  all .  that  seem  wrong,. for  the  multitude  m^  , 
more  effectually  set  n^ht  by  experienc^^  than  kept  from  g^jji^^, 

<  At  Southampton,  previous  to  Dr.  Frs^klhi's  embarking  foiftniB' 
United  States.    See  Memoirs  of  his  Life,  part  iv.  p.  373. 4to.  ed. 
*  Palcy^s  Moral  Philosophy. 
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wrong  by  reaHoning  M?]th  them :  tnd  I  think  we  afe<  dmbf 
more  tnd  more  enlightened ;  so  that  I  have  no  doubt  ef  en 
^obtaining  in  a  few  years  as  much  public  felicity  as  goodigfl^ 
vemment  is  capable  of  affordmg.  Your  newspapers  are£tte|l 
with  fictitious  accounts  of  anarchy,  confusion^  distiessei  and 
miseries  we  are  supposed  to  be  involved  in,  as  consequences 
of  the  revolution ;  and  die  few  remaining  friends  of  the  oU 
government  among  us  take  pains  to  magnify  every  litde  iil* 
convenience  a  change  in  tbecoinrse  of  commerce  majluNre 
"occasioned.  To  obviate  the  complaints  they  endeavor  taeiif- 
cite,  was  written  the  enclosed  little  piece/  from  which-  jfon 
may  form  a  truer  idea  of  our  situation  than  your  own  pnUiC 
prints  would  give  you  :  and  I  can  assure  you  that  the  gieat 
body  of  our  nation  find  themselves  happy  in  the  change^  dnd 
iiave  not  the  smallest  iiiclination  to  return  to  the  dominatibia 
of  Briteitt.  There  could  not  be  a  stronger  proof  of  the  geno* 
nd  approbation  of  the  measures  that  promoted  the  change, 
end  of  the  change  itself,  than  has  been  given  by  the  aasemUy 
ind  council  of  this  state,  in  the  nearly  unanimous  cbpiee*£Qr 
iHeic  governor,  of  one  who  had  been  so  much  .concerned  in 
those-  measures ;  the  assembly  being  themselves  the  imbabed 
•chcMce  of  the  people,  and  therefoce  may  be  -tru^  supposed  ief 
thfc  same  sentiments.  I  say  neariy  uoanididifa,  becaiisa^f 
lietween  70  and  80  votes,  there  were  only  my  own  and  age 
other  in  the  negative. 

An  to  my  domestic  circumstances,  of  which  you  kindlf 
desire,  to  hear  something,  they  ave  at  present  sub 'happy  ml  I 
could  wish  them.  I  am  surrouoiiied  by  my  •ffispring,r  a.doti^ 
Sal  and  affecUonate  daughter  in  my  hptMO,  with  six  graart 
thiUrea,  the  eldest  of  which  jon  have  aeeBy  who^is  mmk^ 
college  in  the  next  streets  finiriiing  the  learned  parfepC  his 
education ;  the  others  promising  both  for  parts  andKOOjid^ 

— — -s r ■    ■    '         \'  ■■■*         ;  .  '■ 

^  Uncertain  what  piece  Is  alhidcd  id.    ''   ' 


yotitioM.  Whit  their  coudoct .  niiy  be*  lyfam  they  %mn  mp 
iMd^enter  the  importtot  Boeoes  of  hbt,  I  thall  not  Im  teMB, 
nil'  Ixtamatjbnsee.  I  therefcure  eigoy  among  ^heni.^thi 
prieaent  hour^  and  kaTe  the  fulnie  to  Providence*  '  •'.i.u^j 
.  i He  that  raises : a  large  hmHj  does iadeedy  wUbfaeilivaa 
lo>  oboenre  them,  Miand^  as' Watts  says^  a  broader  mmthf&t 
Marram;  bat  then  heatands  a  broader  mark  to€  |ileaaora>itdo. 
•Whan  we  laonoh  our  little  fleet  of  barks  into  the  ooeai^  hoiiQ^ 
io  (different  ports,  we  hope  for  each  a  prosperoHBiYogFagco; 
bat  contrary  winds,  hidden  sfaoala,  storms  and  enemies^  aona 
in  for  a  ahare  in  the  disposition  of  events ;  and  thoagfa  tbeaa 
oGcasioiv  a  mixture '  of  disappointment,  yet .  cQnadafidg/ Ae 
risk  where  we  can  make  no  insurance,  we  shoahl'diinkroim- 
selves  happy  if  some  return  with  success.  My  son's  sqiiI^ 
(Temple  Franklin)' wlmm  you  hava  also  aeen^  having:  had  i4 
fine  farm  of  600  acres  convey^  to  him  by  Iris  falhgnWlite 
wo  wereat  Southamptal^  has  dropped  for  the* pfc^cnt  Ins 
^dews  of  acting  in  the  iiolibcad  Kae,^  and  applies  himself  ^aiv 
demiy  to  tfae.sftody  andpnctidB  of  agricultare.  HiiS'ismiBdi 
more  agreeable  to  me^  arfao  esteem  it  the. mose.aaefrl^llia 
Indit  jndependeDtf  andi  therefore  thenobiast  of/empkjmaaiis. 
fiis  lands- are  on  aavigable  wattey  communicalhi|)*withitho 
JDAnsate,  aod^'butiaboal  sixteen  milesAxns  this  titfi'^-  §k 
hm  issociated-va  himself  a  very  skilfnl  English' fannar  latsljr 
arrived  here,  who  is  to  instruct  him  in  the  basiaeas^  andp<lfa 
iakea form  retnyof^the profits ;•  so  thatdierafs  »gre«t  «^pt-> 
rent  probability  of  their  soecfssk  ¥oa'  will:  kindfy  expaCfrla 
word  or  tww  iJoooaming  mfirif,  ^  Mf  healthmad  s^pirits-hoiih 
tiaile,.  thanks  to  GM^  u  when  yion  saw  me/  ThaionljMedhm 
jjplaint  I  then  had  doarilot  gre^^worse,  and  is  toierablei;i'*l 
atilli  hflvo  6ttjoyaMn>> in\  the ' compa^f.  of  my  friends;  >  aaM 
being  easy  in  nyidrcamstflaoasyhafo  Bi«y:fOBsoii»lo  Hfce 
nVing.    But  the7ca^r|M;o^mtuKe^l«^  a  period  to 
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mir  present  mode  of  exbtcnee.  Tkis  I  shell  submit  16  wUh 
less  regret,  as,  hmving  seen  during  a  long. life  a  good  deal  ^ 
this  woiid,  I  feel  a  growing  curiosity  to  be  acquainted  W9lii 
aome  cnher;  end  can  cheerfully  with  filial  confidence  rasig^p 
■jj  spirit  to  the  conduct  of  that  great  and  good  parent  of 
Mumkittd  who  created  it,  and  who  has  so  graciously  prOf- 
teeted  and  prospered  me  firom  my  birth  to  the  present  hour. 
Wherever  I  am,  I  hope  always  to  retain  the  pleasing  ,nh' 
nMnbranoe  of  your  friendship ;  being  witb  sincere  and  grsat 
esteem,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most  affectionately,  .  ti 

B.FBANK.LIN..  I 

'  We  all  join  in  respects  to  Mrs.  Shipley,  and  best  wishes 
for  the  whole  amiable  family. 

To  M.  Lb  Veillabd  op  Passt. 

Ml. 

Pa  ,tli€  Jlorishing  state   of  America— The   Cardinal  dc 

PhUadilphia^  March  16,  1786. 
My  D BAB  Fribno, 
'ill '  1  received  and  read  with.|preat  pleas«»e  your  tind 
lettei^^f  October  9«  It  informed^  tm  ti  your  welface,  and 
Aat  of  the  best  of  good  wontieo,  and  of  het  aaniable  dawghieir, 
who -I  think  will  tread  in  her  steps. :  My  effects  came  all  in 
jkb  same  ship,  in  good  order ;  and  ive  are  now  driaking 
ef|n7  dayifs  eaiur  epuries  de  Possjr  with  great  satisfiuitiatB, 
as  they  kept  well,  and  seem  to  be  rendered  moie  agmeUf 
%!f  che'long  feytige.:  I  am  her«lb  dieiboeom  of  my  family, 
and  em  not^  only  happy  myedf,  but  have  die  ielicity  of  ^foeing 
myoountry  so.  Be  assured  that  aU  the  stories  spiead  iteUie 
English  papers  of  our  distresses,  andcctofusiens^  aiid.4booii« 
tents  with  our  new  governments,  are  as  chimerical  eftjhfi.  his* 
tory  of  my  Wng  in  efaamitlf  •ftlSMO*    They  exist  only  in 
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thewish^  of  oiir:  Enemies.  Afiierica  iievtr  wa»  in  lii|(hflr 
{MTOipeiity,  her '  jirodao^  abuiidant  and  bearing  a  good  prka^ 
tier  Woricing  people  all  employed  and  well  paid,  and  all  (tfd^ 
perty  in  lands  aild  houses  of  more  than  treble  die  vakserjt 
bore  before  the  i^r ;  and  our  e^mnicnre  being  no  longer  ifm 
monopoly  of  firitiah  -ni^rehaiili,  we  wft  fomisbed  iwiih^ll 
the  foreign  commodities  we  ne^,  at  much  mere  itasonaUn 
rates  than  heretofore.  So  that  we  have  nodotfbt  oftbniiig 
able  tb  discharge  more  speedily  the  debt  Uionrred  by  the  ««r 
than  at  first  wad  appreheided.  Oiur  modes' ief  eoMaiiing 
taxes  are  indeed  as  yet  imperfect,  and  we  have  need  of  more 
skill  in  financiering;  hot  wo iof prove  in  that  kind  of  know- 
ledge daily  by  experience.  Tkat  4«f  people  are  oontttntod 
with  the  revolution/with  their  new  constitutions^  and  their 
foreign  connextonsy  nothing  can  afibrd  a  stronger  proof  thati 
the  universally  cordial  and  joyous  reception  with  vfjiich  xhtj 
welcomed  the  return  bf  one  that  was  sttpposeU  to  hate  hail^k 
considerable  share  in  promoting  them.  All  this  is  in  an* 
sw^r  to  that  part  of  your  letter  in  which  you  seem  to  have 
been  too  much  impressed  with  so.mie  of  the  ideas  wfaicb  Ulose 
lying  Eiiglish  papers  endeaTor  to  inculcafe  conceruing  as. 

I  am  astonished  by  what  you  write  concerning  the  Prmu 
Ecifue.*  If  the  chtnf[es.  igamst  Urn  are  made  good,  it  isall 
be  another  instance  of  the  truth  of  those  proverbs  whieh 
teach  us,  iimt  prodigality  b^eii  neeasity ;  that  wiiiimi  ecOr 
ncmp  9*0  Ttvtmm  idm^tkiU  i  and  that  iii$  harder  Mm  m^rijf 
9Mh  to  ttand'ttptigki.-    '.a.-'  --.'i.     .- .■    <  .h  ;.- 

i  <am  glait  to  be«r«sf  Jtmatriage  of  Mis9  Brillon^  ^ 
ovety  tkiiig  ibMMiy. contribute  to  the  happinessoftbatfbo^ 
loved  ftmilf  girvei  me  Ifiemtife.  Be  phased  to  offsrih^ 
ny  folidtatioMy-aMl  assure  then  of  my ^bestwisbes**  -^  m\-'' 

'    «  TI»"6«r«iiiflltl'kolliiii.'-"'-J  '"'  '<•   • '■ 
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Will  you  also  be  to.gooda  topreMOt  myteapeotiiKLcfm^ 
pliments  to  Madame  la  Duchene  d'EoviDe,  and  to  Jd.  k 
^ac  de  la  Bocbefoueault  ?  You  itey;  conmiinicaleite 
political  part  of  this  letter  to  diatiezoeUeot«iiian.  His  gao^ 
heart  will  rejoice  to  bear  of  Abe  welfare  of . Amerioa*  .       i   ^ : 

.  I  nmde  no  progress  when  at  sea,Liiiitfaebist#Ky  yon  mciir 
tioD s'  but  I  was  liot  idlft  tbersy  having!  iwritten  three  pi^^ccs> 
each  of  some' length:  one  on  nauticaL'iiiiiters;  another  pn 
chimnies;  and  a  third  a  description  erf -my  vase  f<Mr  mar 
IBBwig  smoke,  with  directiolM  for  .using  it*  These  are -ill 
now.  pnoting  in  the  Transactions  of  our  Philosophical  Sooietyi 
-of  wbicb  I  hope  soon  to  send  you  a  copy.  ..:  M!:*' 

i.'»My  grandsons  present  their  cooipliments.  The  cddest'il 
very  busy.in  preparing>for  a  country  Itfcy.beinlf  :to  enter  upbi 
biaiarmthe  £5th  instant.  It  consista/of  about  600  stensli^ 
boundvc  on  navigable  water,  l6  mil^s.froni  Philadelpliiai 
The  youngest  is  at  collie,  very  diluent  in  hia  studies. .  :Yid« 
know  my  situation,  involved  in  public  cares;  but  they  cun«^ 
nottmaLe  me  foi^et  that  .yoU  and  I  lov^  one  nnotber,  andi^nit 
Iiam  everj  my ^ear  friend,  yours  most  atifectionateiy^  .  j  .1 :  >ki 

r    .   ■  ...  ,■  .  fi   •;  "    .■•!  :r:.       .      lU  ■'    J'f' 

To  Mbs«  Hxwaoir,  LoNaoJit :        "<(  i(r 

rario/u matter...      ,      j.       .,  ^  .jji, 

My  JIKA.&  Fbibkh,  PUiaddphia^  Jlayi6,  ITSdi^ 

A  long  winter  has  passed  andlihaspeinot  had'JtliA 
plefltawe  of  a  lineiaom  you,  aj^irtnting  me  will»yo«raMl- 
your  children's  welfare,  since  I  left  EnglaBdhr  ^*1  sup^dse 
jMbave  been  in  Yorkdiire  .out  cf  tboiray  and  hnowttdgeiof 

■    I    i        ■  I  If        ■  ■■<■     <    .ny,    fit    ■  iiuyj  yrt*  ' 

'  Df.  franklin's  Memoin^kkltf^.  "-  '-J''    '  - 

*  See  Wutii^vFart ly.  iVvmim  PAOsayAM^AsA^ 
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opportanitiee ;  for  I  wiH  not  think  you  have  forgotten  ne.  « 
To  mcke  me  some  tmends,  I  received  a  few  dayi  pafft  'ft 
krge  packet  from  Mr.  Williamir^  dated  September,  177^ 
near  ten  yeart*  since,  containing  thr^  letters  from  you,  one 
of  December  IS,  177^*  This  packet  had  been  received  hf 
Mr.  Bache  after  my  departure  for  Frimce,  lay  dormant  among 
bis  papers  during  all  my  absence,  and  has  just  now  twoke  out 
upon  me  iike  wordt,'tbut  had  been,  as  somebody  said,  *'  MM* 
geaUd  in  northern  air"  Hierein  I  find  all  the  pleaaklg 
little  family  histbry  of  your  children ;  how  William  had  t>6giM 
to  spell,  overcoming  by  strength  of  memory  aH  the  dtft^ 
culty  occasioned  by  the  common  wretched  alphabet  ;'.wh3ft 
you  were  convinced  of  the  utility,  of  our  new  one.  How 
Tom,  genius-like,  struck  out  new  paths,  and 'relinquishing  the 
oldBnmes  of  the  letters^  called  U  Belltmd  P  Bolttei  HoW 
EHaa  began  to  grow  jolly,  that  is  fat  and  handsom«||l(eseitt^ 
blin^  AuntRoob>  wliomi  used  to  call  my  lovefy :  tog^Suk 
with  all  the  /Aennews  of  lifldy  Bhmt's  having  product  M 
hngth'-a  boy ;  o€  Dolly's  being  well,  and  of  poor  gtfdd'CsK 
therine's  decease.  Of  your  afiairs  with  Muir  and  -Mklnmii 
and  4>f  their  coiitntct  for  feeding  the  fish  in  the  channd^  Of 
the  Vinys,  and  their  jaunt  to  Cambridge  in  the  long  carriage. 
Of  Dolly's  journey  to  Wales  with  Mr.  Scot.  Of  the 
Wilkes's,  the  Pearces,  Elphinston,  &c.  &c.  Concluding 
with  a  kind  of  promise,  that  as  soon  as  the  mhustry  and 
congress  i^eed  to  make  peate,  I  should  bave  you  with  tie  in 
America.  Th«t:*peaee  has  been  sevne  time  mede>  but  alas! 
the  promise  is  noi  yet  falfiMi.«-««Asid  why  is  it  not  fuffilledf 
.  1  have  found*' njfftunily  bete  in  health,  good  cnpcnmstancet;^ 
and  wett  rsapectod  by  Ibeir  fellow-citnens.  The  cmnpatnomr 
of  my  youth,  jure  indeed-  almost,  ail  departed,  but-  I-find-en 
agreeable  society  among  their  chiMrsn  and  grand-children..  I 
have  public  busiBeas^eDOUgh  to  preserve  me  from  «fl;fttt|  and 
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jpriviife  amuieiiieift  besides,  m  eoBversatioi^  books,  my  gei;- 
den,  and  cribbage.  ConiideriDg  our  weU-furnisbed  plenti^l 
Jtaerket  as  the  best  of  gardens,  I  am  turniog  mine,  in  Ike 
midst  of  which  my  house  stands,  into  grass  plats,  andigrtret 
«feiIks,AN[ith  trees  iind  flowering  shrubs.  Cards  we  sometimee 
^\nj  here  in  long  wkter  evenings,  but  it  is  as  they  plqr  «t 
chess,  not  for  money  but  for  honor,  or  the  pleasure  of  beating 
•Otte  another.  This  Mrill  not  be  quite  a  novelty  to  you ;  as  yop 
nay  remember  we  played  together  in  that  manner  during  A» 
winter  you  helped  me  to  pass  so  agreeably  at  Passy.  I  haise 
-indeed  now  and  then  a  little  compunction  in  reflecting  that  1 
s^nd  time  so  idly ;  but  another  reflection  comes  to  rslieve 
me,  whispering,  '*  You  know  the  soul  is  immortal ;  why  then 
should  you  be  such  a  niggard  of  a  little  time,  when  you  have 
a  whole  eternity  before  you  ?"  So  being  easily  convinced, 
-and,  li|p  other  reasmiable  creatures,  satisfied  with  a  small  rae- 
flon,  when  it  is  in  <avor  of  dcnng  what  I  have  a  mind  to  do,  I 
sfanffle  the  cards  again  and  begin  another  game. 

As  to  public  amusements,  we  have  neither  plays  nor  ope- 
*ns,  but  i^  had  yesterday  a  kind  of  oratorio,  as  you  will  aeie 
by  Ae  enclosed  paper;  and  we  have  assemblies,  balk,  nod 
.concerts,  4>6sides  little  parties  at  one  another's  honais,  in 
which  there  is  sometimes  dancing,  and  Irequenf  ly  ■  good 
music;  so  that  we  jog  on  in  life  as  pleasantly  an  yon  do  ib 
England,  any  where  but  in  London ;  for  there  you  have  pbys 
performed  by  good  actors.  That  however  is,  I  thinks  die 
only  advantage  London  has  over  Philadelphia. 

Temple  has  turned  his  thoi^^hs  to  agricultuie,  which  he 
pursues  ardently,  being  in  possession  of  a  fine  farm  thtf  his 
father  lately  conveyed  to  him.  Ben  is  finishing  hia  stadiee  at 
college,  and  continues  to  behave  as  well  as  when  you  knew 
him,  so  that  I  still  think  he  will  eiake  you  a  good  son.  His 
younger  brothers  and  sisters  are  also  all  promising,  appear- 
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iiqr  to  have  good  teqipers  and' diqiositionsy  as-  well  m  good 
constkutioiift^  •  Aa  to  niyseif,  I  think  my  goneral  health  ad t 
spirits  rathcfr  better  than  %vhea  you  saw  me^  and  the  partici^ 
Isf  malady  I  then  compbined  of,  continoei  tolerable^  With 
sincere  and  very  great  esteem,  I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend, 
yours  most  affectionately,  fiu  Fe  a  n  r Li n . 

P.S.  My  children  and  grand-children  join  with  me  in  best 
wishes  for  you  and  yours.  My  love  to  my  godson,  to  Eliza, 
and  to  honest  Tom.  .  lliey  will  all  find  agreeable  compakiions 
iiere.  Love  to  Dolly/  and  tell  her  she.  will  do  well  to  come 
m-idi  yoy. 

.  _■  • 

To  Nqah  WisBSTER,  Esq.; 

On  a  r^grmed  alphabet » 

Sir,  Philadelphia,  June  19,  nsO. 

I  received 'the  letter  you  did  me  the  hoqor  of 
writing  to  me  the  d4th  pest^  with  the  scheme  enclosed  of 
your  reformed  alphabet*  I-  think  the  reformation  not  only 
necessary,  biit  practicable;  but  have  so  nuich  to  say^  jfoii 
on  the  subject, '  that  I  wish  to  see  and  confer  with  you  upon 
it,  as  that  would  save  much  time  and  writing.  Sounds,  -  till 
suofa  a»  alphabet  is  fixed,  .not  being  easily  explained  or  dis* 
conrsedi^of  dearly,  upon  paper.  1  have  formerly  consideivd 
this  majbter  pretty  iutty^  and  contrived  some-  of  the  means  of 
carrying  it  into  executioni  so  as  gradually  to  render  the  re* 
formation  general.  Our  iffjbae  are  so  nearly  similar,  that  I 
make  no  doubt  of  our  easily:  agreeing  on  the  plan^  and  yon 
may  depaud  on  the  best  s^ipport  I  may  be  able  to  giTe  i^  as 
n  part  of  your  institute,  a£  which  I  wisb  you  wouU  bfiag 

■  ■       ■■> '  'II  III  ,  »  ,1 

*  Mrs.fDarothy  Blunt. 

VOL.  I.  o 
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wMi  you  ft  complete  copy,  havings  at  y«t  aeen  only  ft  pftrt  of 
it:  I  shall  theo  be  better  able  to  recommend  it  aa  you  devirOk 
looping  to  have  soon  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you^  I  do  nol 
attkrge^.  but  am  with  sincere  esteem,  sir,  your  most  pMienl 
and  most  humble  servant,  B.  Fhan  klin..  ., 

To  William  Cooke,  Esq.; 

On  naming  the  new  9tate  of  Fr Mi  KLiv* 

.  Sir,  Philadelphia,  AuguU  IS,  Xim. 

I  received  yesterday  the  letter  you  did  me  thoJKH 
nor  of  writing  to  me  on  the  15th  of  June  past.  I  bad  never 
before  been  acquainted  that  the  name  of  your  intended  new 
state  had  any  relation  with  my  name,  having  understood  that 
it  was  called  Frank  Land.  It  is  a  very  great  honor  indeed 
that  its  inhabitants  have  done  me,  and  I  should  be  happy  if  it 
were  in  my  power  to  show  how  sensible  I  am  of  it,  by  some* 
thing  more  essential  than  my  wishes  for  their  prosperity. 

Having  resided  some  years  past  iu  Europe,  and  being  .but 
lately  arrived  thence,  I  have  not  ..had  an  opportonitj  of 
hftiog^.well  informed  of  the  points  im  dispute  betwefm  you 
and  the  atate  of  North  Carolina.  I  can  therefore  oolyjaay, 
that  I  think  you  are  perfectly  right  in. resolving  to  submit 
them  to  the  discretion  of  congress,  and  to  abide  by  their  de^ 
teimination.  It  is  a  wise  and  impartial  tribunal,  wfaick  catt 
have  no  sinister  views  to  warp  its  judgment.  It  is  happj  ftm 
us  all,  that  we  have  now  in  our  own  country  such  a  counoih 
to.  ■  apply  to,  for  composing  onii.difluences,  without  bcinp 
ohtiged,  as  formerly,  to  carry  them  across  the  ocean  toiie 
decided,  at  an  immense  expense,  by  a  council  which 
lillie  of  our  affiiirs,  would  hardly  take  any  pains  to 
s^d  them,  and  which  often  treated  our  applicatioua  with, 
contempt,  and  rejected  them  with  injurious  langaagje.    Let 
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nuiy  MDliwie.toeit euitheir^^yMv'Mtit itMiVt9ir4i>q(^!ill 
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jewaqr,  "ItJieU;  he.^^  jn  feii>}ai«ttjyfjyiip«p  llurtjii^^ 

.•«nr/:rT  ffih  'in  'J»ijf)  ^itii  ««'rf:  t){>t   ,(fr*/*   mtiBtii^B^llKliilW^   , 

''DMii<jTBa  ,1';':.  -tj:  J  .: '^(j  V  ?W«ot'-  ,w^?     .ii.'i'-itj  t*3n'^ft"*jUr 

lUL  -:ti£<»i  bun  .tinTxiv^i   u  r^  dj^UliififpMU^  JA^ 

.tc;l!|iflflp«M«[joijsJBkihiita$Ji.^^^^      -  ^^fiiiUutl  i'  ^.m^i.  uti^Ht 
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^  oie  to  the  presidentship,  dotwithstMidiiig  the  differart  pu^ 
ties  we  are  split  into,  being  absohitely  unanimous.  Thki  I 
tell  j6u,  not  meniy  to  indulge  my  own  vanityi  but  because 
I  hiow  you  love  me,  and  will  be  pleased  to  hear  of  whatever 
happens  that  is  agreeable  to  your  friend. 

I  find  Mr.  Anstey,  whom  you  recommend  to  me,  a  very 
agreeable  sensible  man,  and  shall  render  him  any  servioe  that 
may  lie  in  my  power.  1  thank  you  for  the  New  Bath  Ghiide : 
I  had  read  it  formerly,  but  it  has  afforded  me  fresh  pleasure. 

Your  ne^NTspapers,  to  please  honest  John  Bull,  pfixfi.  our 
situation  here  in  frightful  colors,  as  if  we  were  very.  pMsuRr 
Me  since  we  broke  our  connexion  with  him.  But  I  wiQ'  give 
.you  some  remarks  by  which  you  mayfonq  your  own  jadg- 
snent.  Our  husbandmen,  who  are  the  bulk  of  the  nation, 
have  had  plentiful  crops,  their  produce  sells  at  high  prices 
wa4  for  ready  hard  money :  wheat,  for  instance,  at  8s.  and 
8s.  6d.  per  bushel.  Our  working-people  are  all  employed 
and  get  high  wages,  are  well  fed  and  well  clad.  Our  estates 
in  bouses  are  trebled  in  value  by  the  rising  of  rents  nnce  the 
i^olution.  Buildings  in  Philadelphia  increase  amaxing^, 
besides  small  towns  arising  in  every  quarter  of  the  country. 
The  laws  govern,  justice  it  well  administered,  'and  pr6pefty 
13  secure  as  ip  any  country  on  the. globe.  Our  wildernesp 
lands  are  daily  buying  up  by  new  settlers,  and  our  settlements 
extend  rapidly  to  the  westward.  European  goods  were  never 
90  cheaidy  afforded  ui,  as  since  Britain  has  no  loiigisr  the 
monopoly  of  supplying  us.  In  short,  all  among  us  atey.  be 
(mppy,  who  have  happy  dispositions,  such  being  necessary 
to  happiness  even  in  paradise, 

:  I  speak  these  things  of  Pennsylvania,  M'itb  wfiich  lam 
most  ^/luainted :  as  to  the  other  states,  when  I  read  in  ail  the 
papers  of  the  extravagant  rejoicmgs  evety  4th  of  Joty,  the 
day  on  which  waa  signed  the  declaration  of  independence,  I 
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am  cooviiieed  that  none  of  them  are  discontented  with  ikm 
retoltuioo. 

Adieu,  ny  dear  friend^  and  believe  me  erer,  with  sincera 
esteem  and  afiection,  yours  most  trulyi 

B.  Franklin^ 

To  Mr.  Small. 

Improvement  in  the  Common  Prayer  Book^  i^e.  S^c»  /  ^ 

DmAit  pRTEif  D/  Philadelphia,  Feb.  \9, 1767. 

I  received  your  favor  of  June  last,  and  thank  you 
for  the  kind  congratulations  contained  in  it.  What  you  ha^ 
heard  of  my  malady  is  true, ''  that  it  does  not  grow  woi'ie^f 
Thanks  be  to  God  I  still  enjoy  pleasure  in  the  society  of  my 
friends  and  books,  and  much  more  in  the  prosperity  of  fay 
country,  concerning  ^vhich  your  people  are  continually  dcs> 
ceiving  themselves.  ' 

I  am  glad  the  improvement  of  the  Book  of  Ckfttkiatfn 
Prayer'  has  met  vrith  your  approbation  and  that  of  good\Mlrs» 
Baldwin.  It  is  not  yet,  that  I  know  of,  received  in  pUbHl: 
practice  any  where ;  but  as  it  is  said  that  good  motiofit^never 
die,  perhaps  in  time  it  may  be  found  useful. 

I  read  with  pleasure  the  account  you  give  of  the  fioiisb* 
ing  state  of  your  commerce  and  manufactures,  and  of  the 
plenty  you  liave  of  resources  to  carry  the  nation  trough  all 
its  difficulties.  You  have  one  of  the  finest  countries  in  the 
world,  and  if  you  can  be  cured  of  the  folly  of  making  war 
for  trade,  (in  which  wars  more  has  been  always  expended 
than  the  profits  of  any  trade  can  compensate)  you  may  mak^ 
it  one  of  die  happiest.    Make  the  best  of  your  own  natural 

advantages  instead  of  endeavoring  to  diminish  'tfiose  of  other 

; : L 

. '  See  Letter  to  Otanville  Sharpe,  esq.  July  5, 1785. 
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ffiaticniB>  and  there  is  no  donbf  but  you  mify  yet  pwwycr  tai 
-AoiiBh.  Your  b^inning  to  connder  France  no  longer  J»t 
'jmtiiral  enemy,  is  a  marie  of  progress  in  the  good  aens^  of  Ae 
nationy  of  which  posterity  will  find  die  benefit;  in  the  rarity 
of  wars,  the  dinunution  of  taxes^  and  increase  of  riches. 

As  to  the  refugees  whom  you  think  we  were  so  iropditic 
in  rejecting,  I  do  not  find  that  they  are  missed  here,  or  diat 
aiiy  body  regrets  their  absence^  And  certainly  Aey  must  be 
happier  where  they  are,  under  the  government  they  admire, 
and  be  better  received  among  a  people  whose  cause  tbcj  es» 
poused  and  fought  for^  than  among  those  who  cannot  so  soon 
have  forgotten  the  destruction  of  their  habitatioiks^  aud  tlie 
spilt  blood  of  their  dearest  friends  and  near  relations. 

I  often  think  with  gr^at  pleasure  on  the  happy  -days.  I 
passed  in  England  with  my  and  your  learned  and  ingemous 
friends,  who  have  left  us  to  join  the  majority  in  the  world  of 
spirits.  Every  one  of  them  now  knows  more  than  alloif  ua 
they  have  left  behind.  It  is  to  me  a  comfortable  reflecdkMiy 
that  since  we  must  live  for  eyer  in  a  futuse  state,  there  w  a 
sofficient  stock  of  amusement  in  reserve  for  us,  to  he  ibimd 
in  constantly  learning  something  new  to  eternity,  tlio.  praaoiil 
quantity  of  human  ignorance  infinitely  exceeding  thKtof  Juh 
man  knowledge.  .    •    ..r 

Adieu !  my  dear  friend,  and  believe  me  in  whatever  woild^ 
yours  most  affectionately,  B.  Fbamklin,. 

in  his  89d  year* 

■  ■  ■    ■ '  '  • ',  •  • 

To  M.  IB  VeIllabd. 

Philadelpkia,  Jprill&,  JTBh 
\  (Extract.)      ^'  I  am  entirely  of  your  opinioo,4liil  our 
independence  is  not  quite  complete  till  we  have  -discharged 
our  public  debt.    This  state  is  not  bdbtnd  hand  in  its  proper^ 
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tioiiy  and  those  who  are  m  arreur  are  actually  emplojed  ia 
coDtriving  means  to  discbarge  their  respective  balances^  bttt 
they  are  not  all  equally  diligent  in  the  business,  nor  equ^i^y 
successful ;  the  whole  will  however  be  paid,  I  am  persuade^ 
in  a  few  years. 

The  English  have  not  yet  delivered  up  the  posts  on  our 
frontier^  agreeable  to  treaty ;  the  pretence  is^  that  our  mer- 
chants here  have  not  paid  their  debts.  I  was  a  little  provoked 
when  I  first  heard  this,  and  I  wrote  some  remarks  upon  it 
which  I  send  you :  they  have  been  written  near  a  year,  but 
I  have  not  yet  published  them,  being  unwilling  to  encourage 
any  of  our  people  who  may  be  able  to  pay,  in  their  neglect  q( 
that  duty.  The  paper  is  therefore  only  for  your  amusement 
an4  that  of  our  excellent  friend  the  Duke  de  la  Rochefoucaultb 
As  to  my  malady,  concerning  which  you  so  kindly  inquire, 
I  have  never  had  the  least  doubt  of  its  being  the  stone;,  and 
I  am  sensible  that  it  has  increased ;  but  on  the  whole  it  doefp 
not  give  me  more  pain  than  when  at  Passy.  People  who  livi 
long,  who  Will  drink  of  the  cup  of  life  to  the  very  botlom, 
must  expect  to  meet  with  some  of  the  usual  dr^s;  and  when 
I  reflect  on  the  number  of  terrible  maladies  human  nature  is 
subject  to,  I  think  myself  favored  in  having  to  my  share  only 
the  stone  and  gout. 

You  were  right  in  conjecturing  that  I  wrote  the  remarks 
on  the  ^  ih(mght8  concerning  executive  juiticfi.*' '  I  bai(9  im> 
copy  of  those  remarks  at  hand^  and  forget  how  the  saying  was 
introduced,  that  it  is  better  a  thousand  guilty  persons  should 
escape,  than  one  innocent  suffer.  Your  criticisms  thereoa 
appear  to  be  just,  and  I  imagine  you  may  have  misappre- 
hended my  iateqtion  in  mei^tioning  it.  1  always  thought  vrith 
you^^  that  the  prejudice  in  Europe  which  suppose  a  fanoily 
'''•''_  —  —  ■   "     ■■..—  .■■ —  —  ■    ■  ■■■  ■  ■ « ^.^^..-^-^^^^ 

*  Ses  Wai7iveS|  j^AET  IK 
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dishonored  by  the  puoisbAieBt  ef  #«•  of  its  memb^n^  waa  yecy 
abfturd,  it'l^eing  on  the  contrary  my  opinicHii  '^  Aat  a  roguo 
hanged  out  of  a  family  does  it  more  honor  than  ten  that*  liirie 
111  it" 

To  THE  Duke  de  la  Rochefoucault,  ParU. 

Reply  to  his  congratulations — State  of  America — Consti^ 
tution  thereof-— Death  of  the  Duchess  D*Anville — Intro- 
duction of  Thomas  Paine, 

Philadelphia,  April  15,  1787. 
1  have  bet'n  happy  in  receiving  three  very  kiiMi  le^^ 
ten  from  my  greatly  respected  and  esteemed  friend,  aiiice  my 
being  in  America.  They  are  dated  November  SO,  85,  Feb* 
rnary  8, 86,  and  January  14,  87.  In  mine  of  this  date  to  M. 
le  Veilhird,  I  have  made  the  best  apology  I  could  for  my  being 
so  bad  a  correspondent.  I  will  not  trouble  ypu  with  a  fepe* 
tition  of  it,  as  I  know  yuu  often  see  him.  I  will  only  confess 
my  faalt,  and  trust  to  your  candor  and  goodness  for  my  pardon. 
Your  friendly  congratulations  on  my  arrival  aind  rpception 
here  were  very  obliging.  The  latter  was^  as  yoii  hove  beard, 
extremely  flattering.  The  two  parties  in  the  assembly  and 
council^  the  constitutionists  and  anti-constitutionisis  joined  in 
requesting  my  service  as  counsellor,  and  afterwards  in  electing 
me  as  president.  Of  seventy-four  members  in  coundl  and 
assembly  who  voted  by  ballot,  there  was  in  my  first*  ehction 
but  one  negative  beside  my  owu ;  and  in  the  aecond^  after  a 
year's  service^  only  my  own.  And  I  experience  fromail  the 
Jnincipal  people  in  the  government  everf  attention  and  as^ 
instance  that  can  be  desired  towards  making  the  tad:  as  fittle 
bttTthensome  to  me  as  possible.  So.  I  am  going  on  ymfcam" 
foi^ably  bidieno  with  my  second  year,  and  I  do  not  at  present 
see  any  likelihood  of  a  change :  but  fiitore  events  are  always 


oiicertaifi,  behig  gotem^  by  provkleiice  or  subject  to  cblmees ; 
aod  popular  hvor  is  vtty  pfec^rious,  being  ftometiines  lo9i  as 
well  as  gained  by  good  actions,  so:  I  do  not  depend  oq  a  conh 
tinuance  of  my  present  happiness^and  therefore  shall  not  be 
surprised  if,  before  my  time  of  service  eiipires,  sometlung 
•hould  happen  to  ifiminisfa  it.    ' 

These  states  in  general  enjoy  peace  and  plenty.  There 
have  been  some  disorders  in  the  Massachusetts  and  Rhode 
island  governments;  those  in  the  former  are  qudled  for  the 
present ;  those  of  the  latter,  being  contentions  for  and  against 
paper  money,  will  probably  continue  some  time.  Maryland 
too  is  divided  on  die  same  subject,  the  assembly  being  for  it^ 
and  the  senate  against  it.  Each  is  now  employed  in  endea* 
voring  to  gain  the  people  to  its  party  against  the  neit  elections^ 
and  'tis  probable  the  assembly  may  prevail.  Paper  tooney  io 
moderate  quantities  has  been  found  beneficial ;  wbte  more 
than  the  occasions  of  commerce  require,  it  depreciated  and 
was  mischievous;  and  the  populace  are  apt  to  demand  more 
than  is  necessary*  In  this  state  we  have  sooie,  and  it  is  ilise* 
ful,  and  I  do  not  hear  any  clamor  far  more. 

Th^re  seems  to  be  but  little  thought  at  jwesent  in  die  par- 
ticular  states,  of  mending  th^ir  particular  constitutions;  but 
the  grand  federal  constitution  is  generally  blamed  as  not  hav- 
ing gives  sufficient  powers  to  congress,  the  federal  'head. 
A  convention  |8  therefore  appointed  to  revise  that  constitiilioBy 
and  propose  a  bMer.  You  will  see  by  the  enclosed  paper 
that  your  friend  is  to  be  one  in  that  business,  though  he  double 
his  malady  may  not  permit  his  giving  constant  attendance.  I 
am  ^ad  to  see  that  you  are  named  as  one  of  a  general  as- 
sembly  to  be  convened  in  France.  I  flatter  mysdf  fliat  great 
good  may  accrue  to  that  dear  nation  from  the  deliberations  of 
sucb  an  assembly.     I  pray  God  to  give  it  his  blessing. 

I  sympathise  with  you  and  the  family  most  sincerely^  m  the 
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great  loss  sustained  by  the  decease  of  tiiat  excellent  woman.' 
It  must  be  indeed  a  heavy  one.  My  best  wishes  attend  diose 
that  remain/ and  that  the  happiness  of  your  sweet  domestie 
society  may  long  continue  uridiout  such  another  interruption. 

I  tend  herewith  a  volume  of  the  transactions  of  our  pfailo* 
sophical  society  for  you,  another  for  M.  de  Condorcet,  and  m 
third  for  the  academy.  The  war  had  interrupted  our  attempts 
to  improve  ourselves  in  scientific  matters,  but  we  now  bq;ua 
lo  resume  them. 

The  bearer  of  this  is  Mr.  Pame,  the  author  of  a  famous 
piece  intitled  Common  Seme,  published  here  with  great  effect 
on  the  mmds  of  the  people  at  the  begimung  of  the  revoli^on* 
He  is  an  ingenious,  honest  man,  and  as  such  I  beg  leave  to 
recommend  him  to  your  civilities.  He  carries  with  him.  the 
model  of  a  bridge  of  a  new  construction,  his  own  invention, ' 
concerning  which  i  intended  to  have  recommended  him  to 
Mr.  Peyronnet,  but  i  hear  he  is  no  more.  You  can  esttly 
procure  Mr.  Paine  a  sight  of  the  models  and  drawmgs  of  the 
collection  appertaining  to  the  Fonts  et  Chatusiei;  they  must 
afford  him  useful  lights  on  the  subject.  We  want  a  bri«%& 
over  our  river  Skuylkill,  and  have  na  artist  here  regularity  bred 
to  that  kind  of  architecture. 

My  grandsons  are  very  sensiUe  of  the  honor  of  your  re^ 
membrance,  and  desire  me  to  present  their  respects. 

With  the  most  sincere  and  perfect  esteem  and  attachment^ 
I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend,  your  most  obedient  and  most  bump 
ble  servant,  B.  Fbanklin. 

•  He  Duchess  D'Anville,  mother  of  the  Duke  de  la  RoohefoiKaidtL 


-  ■■■'■■•     '•  ■  Tdi^'inaBt  ptenfag  himiWB&tSipwaii'VI^ 

Jane lut.  Ibelieve fhey htve been m'the Weit'MiSff.'Tttif 
mH'^nea  like  k'gHht  died  4»f  pt^a^h  iiie  i»eniM^*W^i^' 
thibg'of  yoiinli««^^tir(r;  ^Tbe  j^^ 

iom^itiflic^/fb^'Wilkh' we  im  dmeK  'ibli|^'til  >dtf.  ''^#1 
.•h)hrbed(e'1ietiirforitifW^3Mv()r^«o^lfi^t'W^ 
k&itiy  say  in  our  ftvor,  and  to  coitect  wliat  j^on  {Osdy  eeAsiil^ 
I  aiU*^Td  i£e  jonriial  tt  tnuubteA^  Uto  1^^  aiff'^ptftt 
i&&iii''0ViM  ktatei,  I  knoW  adt  i^iiMi»  not  k^rltir'aiicii  il^ 

:  *ttw  ^^w^pen'  tUlW,  tlitt7«ki  iK  dh«ait»'1ii^'ttitil8l 
^bV  ^  iitt&tilei,  to  ci»Mtlt  At  hoptikikMA  bf  ybiJIr  giSf 
t^i&^t  li  Is^^ff^lUti  iitigttlar,  i^^'^ahbiU'BklttS 
gaged  in  the  same  pngect  here  at  Ae  niw  tiriw'}  UttraiHl'iVS, 
attd  flrUnfdk^'fociiietMiii^orven^ 
our  fedetdiimimli  k'WvlMt  it  lUa  phi<!^  nM  iSum 

ofbbdiniaoliii.  ■'  .KvwfcW 

French  armyi  and  »  member  i»f  the  Eraneh  acedengr,  dieditPteie 
October  S4>  1788.  He  was  of  an  ilhtttrkHis  fiuii^||,lo  which  he  wftt 
an  ornament  by  his  milUaiy  senrices  and  his  Hteraiy  works^  of  which 
the  principal  are,  a  Treatise  on  Poblic  Hi^piness,  8¥0,  and  Traveb  in 
North  America  in  lf8(V^ir8i>  Svo. 
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111  the  state  of  Peiipsyl?aiiia,  gc^ernment^  notwithstanding 
our  parties,  goes  on  at  present  very  sfnoothlj,  so  that  1  hate 
much  less  trouble  in  my  station  than  was  expected*  Masi»> 
chusetts  has  lately  been  disturbed  by  some  disorderly  people*; 
but  they  are  now^queUed.  The  rest  of  the  states  go  on  pretty 
well,  except  some  dissensions  in  Rhode  Island  and  Maryland 
retpecdng  paper  money.  Mr.  Paine  whom  you  know,  and 
who  undertakes  to  deliver  this  letter  to  yon,  can  give  you  fSuli 
information  erf  our  affairs,  and  therefore  I  need  not  enlaigc 
upon  them.  I  beg  leave  to  recon^oipsd  him  to  your  civilitiM* 
I  have  fulfilled  all  your  commissions  to  the  ladies  here,  who 
are  much  flattered  by  your  kind  remembrance  of  them.  My 
family  join  in  every  sentiment  of  esteem  and  respect  with,  my 

dear  friend,  yours  most  affectionately,         B,  Fraj«klin. 

• 

To  Messrs.  the  Abbes  Chalut  and  Abnaup. 

Dear  Friends,  Philadelphia,  April  17,  1.787. 

Your  reflections  on  our  situation  compared  with 
that  of  many  nations  of  Europe,  are  very  sensible  and  just. 
Let  me  add,  that  only  a  virtuous  people  are  capable  of  free- 
dom. As  nations  become  corrupt  and  vidous,  they  have 
more  need  of  masters. 

Our  public  affairs  go  on  as  well  as  can  reasonably  be  ex- 
pected after  so  great  ah  overturning.  We  have  had  some  dish 
orders  in  different  parts  of  the  countcy,  but  we  arrange  them 
as  th^  arise,  and  are  daily  mending  and  improving ;  so  thsit 
r  have  no  doubt  but  all  will  come  right  in  time. 

Yours,  B.  Franklin. 


^AAT  1.  Of  BENJAMIN  F1IANKt.m^  •  Ql9\ 


Tq  >!♦  LP  Mabquis  j>».hA  Eaybt.te.    ,  .. 
Various  matter.      .. 

Dear  Friend^  Philadelphia,  April  If ^  1787. 

'  I  received  the  kind  letter,  you  did  tAe.tiie' lienor 

of  writiug  iQ  February  17B6.  The  indolence  of.oUiagef  Mid 
the  perpetual  leasing  of  too  much  busiiiess,  bay«!nMideiHie'to 
bad  a  correspondent,  that  I  have  hardly  writttii  «  letter,  to 
any  friend  in  £urope  during  the  last  twelvemoAtfa  Mbat  mbI 
have  always  a  pleasure  in  hearing  froni  them,  which  I  ouniot 
ecpect  will  be  continued  if  I  do  not  write  to  ti|eiii>i  1  .agaia 
take  up  my  pen>  and  begin  with  those  iiliose  correspoodcnoe 
is  of  thb  greatest  value;  among  which  I  reckoq  tiMil;of  dM 
'Marquis  de  la  Fayette.  ^ 

-  I  was  glad  to  hear  of  your  safe  return  to  Parisyafterso 
long  and  fatiguii^  a  journey.  That  is  the  place  where  yoiir 
^lightened  zeal  for  the  welfare  of  our  country  -caBk  employ 
itself  most  to  our  advantage,  and  I  know  it  is  always  atworik^ 
and  indefatigable.  Our  enemies -are  as  you  observe  very  in- 
dustrious  in  depreciating  our  tuitional  character.  •  Their  abuse 
sometimes  provokes  me,  and  1  am  alihost  retdy  to  tetaliate ; 
but  I  have  held  my  hand,  though  there  is  abundant  niom  for 
recrimination ;  because  I  woiikl  do  nothuig  that  might  hasten 
another  quarrel  by  exasperatidg  those  who  are  ^Lsore  from 
their  late  disgraces.  Perhapeit  may  be  best  that  ihey  shonid 
please  themselves  with  ikneying  us  weak,  and  poor,  abcTttivid^ 
ed,  and  friendless;  they  may  then  not  be  jeHlous  of  our  grow- 
ing strength,  (which,  since  the  peace,  does  really  make  rapid 
progress)  and  may  be  less  intent  on  interrupting  it.     ■ 

I  do  not  wonder  that  the  Germans,  who  ksow  little  of  free 
constitutions,  ^ould  be  ready  to  su{^>ose  "that  such  .cannot 
support  themselves.     We  tliiuk  they  miy^  and  we  hope  to 
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prove  it  Tbtt  there  should  be  feults  io  our  first  sketches  or 
plans  of  govemment  is  not  surpriiiDg;  rather,  consideriiig  die 
timesi  and  the  circumstances  under  which  they  were  formed^ 
it  is  surprising  that  the  faults  are  so  few.  Those  in  the  ge- 
neral confederating  articles,  are  now  about  to  be  conjndered 
in  a  Convention  called  for  diat  express  purpose;  these  will  hi- 
deed  be  the  most  difficult  to  rectify.  Those  of  particular  states 
will  undoubtedly  be  rectified,  as  their  inconveniebces  shall  by 
expeffience  be  made  nvmifest.  And  whatever  difference  of 
sentiment:  there  may  be  among  us  respecting  particular  regii^ 
lationsi  the  enthusiastic  rejmcings  with  which  the  day  of  de» 
dared  independence  is  amiually  celebrated,  demonstrate  tbn 
universal  satisfaction  of  the  people  with  the:i;evolutioQ  wd  its 
grand  principles, 

1  enclose  the  vocabulary  you  sent  me,  with  the  words  of 
the  Shawaneoe  and  Delaware  languages,  which  Colonel  Har* 
mar  has  procured  for  me.  He. id  promised i. one  jeaore^oBHi 
plete,  which  I  shall  send  you  as  soon  as  it  comet  to  my 
hands.  .i 

My  grandson,  whom  you  so  kindly  inquire  after,  is.at -hie^ 
estate  in  the  Jersies,  and  amuses  himself  with  cuUivatii^  hie 
lands, .  I  wish  he  would  serioudy.makeJi.bttsiiiess  of  k>  ami 
renounce  all  thougbu  of  public  employment^  fpr  1  think  agnr 
culture  the  most  bottcmiMe .  because  die  most  independenl  ^ 
all  professions.  But  J^bdieve  he  hankers  a  litde  af^r  Parity 
or  some  other  of  the  polished  dties  of  Europe,  tbmkingt  the 
society  there  preferable  to  what  he  meets  with  in  the  wooda 
of  Ancocas;  as  it  certainly  is#  If  he  was  now  here,;be  would 
undoubtedly  join  with  me  and  the  rest  of  my. family  (wha  ve 
much  flattered  by  your  remembrance  of  them)  in  best  .yiripluM 
for  your  health  spd  prosperity,  and  diat  of  your  whole,  amiable 
fireside.  You  will  allow  an  oU  friend  of  fourscore  to  say  hci 
loves  your  ^fe,  when  he  adds,  and  children,  and  prays  God 
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to  bless  them  all.    Adieu!   mnd  believe  me  ever^ youn loost 
aflFectionately,  B.  Franklin.  _ 

■  •     .  * 

To  M.  l'Abbe  Morellbt/  Paris. 

On  the  freedom  of  commerce — State  of  America. 

Philadelphia^  April  22^  1787«    . 

Mr  VERY  DEAR  Friend, 

I  received,  though  long  after  they  were  written^' 
your  very  agreeable  favors  of  October  SO,  1785,  and  Feb-^ 
ruary9,  1786,  with  the  pieces  enclosed;  produdtions  of  the* 
Auteuit^  academy  of  Bellee  Lettrei.  Your  kind  and  friendly 
wishes  and  congratulations  are  extremely  obliging.  ^'It|^ves 
me  an  infinite  pleasure  to  find  that  I-  still  retain  eitroorable 
^lace  in  the  remembrance  of  the  worthy  and  the  good^  ^hose 
delightful  and  instructive  society  I  had*  the  happiness  of  en» 
jojring  while  I  resided  in  France* 

>Biit  Aough  I  could  not  leave  that  dear  nation  without  re^ 
gret,  I  certainly  did  right  in  coming  home.  I  am  here  in  my 
niche  in  my  own  house  in  the  bosom  of  my  fiunily,  my  daugh- 
ter and  grand-children  all  about  bm,  among  my  old  Aieikb  or 
Ae-soBS  of  my  friends  who  equally  respect  me,  and  whoall 
speak  and  understand  the  same  language  with  me ;  and^you 
knew  that  if  a  mafi-  desires-  to  be  useful  by  the  exercise  of  his 
mental  fiustdtieff,  he  loses  half  their  force  when  in  a  feragfi 
country,  where  he  can  only  «ipres8  bimidtf  in  a  Iaiqpiage*with 
which  he  is  not  well  acquainted.  In  short  I  enjoy  here  every 
opportunity  of  doing  good,  and  every  tbing  else  I  could 
■  '     ?■■        — . 1.      ■  ■  ■        ,  ■  •  ■   f'*- 

*  Member  of  the  French  academy, 

^'The  re^ld^ce  of  Madame  Helvetius,  with  whoff  the  Abb€  Morel- 
let,  Cabanis,ta  Roche,  and  other  literary  friends  passed  much  of  their 
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ilriA  fori^esptr^pose^  «irfUMtl«^  expert  either 

bjitb^  ciBMittoO'Of  my  office^  which,  canoot  last  more^duuB 
three  years,  or  b^  ceasing  to  live* 

I  am  of  4be'flaBi^/opitii(3Di  with  yoa  respecting  the  freedom 
of  commercei  espepially  in  countries  where  direqt  taxes  are 
practicM>Ie.  This  will  be  our  case  in  time,  when  our  wide- 
extended  icountrj^-fiUs  up  with  Inhabitants.  But  at  present 
tfiey  are  so  widely  settled,  oftep  five  of  six.  miles  distant  from 
one  lifiotheriti  the'back  cottatry,  that  &e  cottection'of  a  direct 
tak  is  abnost  impossible/the^  tit>ub1e  of  the  collectors',  goiog^ 
fr6itt:hou6e.to;house  tmwQlingtto  more  than  the  v^ue:^tfa« 
tat.  .N6diidg:«a9  bQ.'bQtter  e^ipressed  tfann  yenr  s^tim^iit? 
ise  jqn  thia  ftmft,  where  ;y  en  pnafer  liberty  qtf  tradingi  culti^pMr 
ing»  maou&Qturii^>  &c.  .e^mtoi  civil  liberty,  this  being"  ai^fec^ 
ed  but  rarely,  tbe  odier  eravy  htoUr.  .  Our  debt  ocoasioiied  i^ 
ifae  war  bebg  heavyi;  treieite' under  the  necessity  of  Using  inir 
posts  and  every  method  we  caa  think  of  to  assist  in  raisiiigr^ 
veveimeitQ'discharge  it^  butinaantfancnt  we  are  well  disposed 
to  abolish.  Unties  on  importation  as  soon  as  we  possiUy  can 
alford  to.do  so;  .: 

^«  Whatever  may  be  reported  iiy  the  English  in  :£nrppe,  you 
may  be'  assqred  tfant  our  people  are  almost  nnammous  -tt 
beiog.satisfiad : with  the  revcdntiom  :Theur;imboimded  re- 
spectiori  all  ;who  anere  principelljr  cmioerned  in  it,,  whether  ai 
varnora  onistatesmen,.and  the  endntaiastiojqy  iritb:which  tbe 
day/Q#jthe;cEeclaralion  of  independence  is- eveiy where  avt 
Budiyyiedebrated,  are  indubitable  proof  of  thia^trath.  i  In 
one  or: two  of  the  states  tfaecejijive  been  soniediscont^ 
on  partial  and  local  subjects^  these  ma^  have  been  fomented, 
as  the  accounts  of  them  are  exi^erated,  by  our  ancient 
enemies;,  but.  Ikey  are  now  nearly  suppressed^  apd  the  rest 
of  the  states  eujoy  peace  and  good  order,  and  flonsh  amazf 
ii^ly.    The  crops  have  been  good  for  several  years  past,  -the 
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price  of  country  produce  bigli,  from  foreign  demand^  and  it 
fetches  ready  money;  rents  are  high  in  our  towns,  which 
increase  fast  by  new  buildings ;  laborers  and  artizans  haT«\ 
high  wages  ii'ell  paid,  and  vast  tracts  of  new  land  are  con- 
tinually clearing  and  rendered  fit  for  culdvation.     I  am,  &g. 

B.  Franklin. 

To  Mr.  Jordain,  London. 

On  receiving  his  present  of  a  cask  of  porter ^^Herschers 

discoveries^  S^c, 

Dbar  Sir^  Phitadelphioy  May  18^  1787. 

1  received  your  very  kind  letter  of  February  27^ 
together  widi  the  cask  of  porter  you  have  been  so  good  aa 
to  send  i^e*  We  have  here  at  present  what  the  French  call 
une  ansemblie  des  notables^  a  convention  composed  of  somo 
of  the  prmcipal  people  from  the  several  states  of  our  con- 
federation. They  did  me  the  honor  of  dimng  with  me  last 
Wednesday,  when  the  cask  was  broachedy  and  its  contents 
flNt  with  the  most  cordial  reception  and  universal  approbap 
tion.  In  short  the  company  agreed  unanimously  that  it  was 
the  best  porter  they  bad  ever  tasted.  Accept  my  thanks^  a 
poor  return,  but  all  I  can  make  at  present 

Yoor  letter  rembds  me  of  many  happy  days  we  have  paflfri 
ed  together,  and  the  dear  friends  with  whom  we  passed  them ; 
some  of  whom,  alas !  have  left  us^  and  we  must  regret  dieh: 
loss,  akhoiq;h  onr  Hawkeswortb '  is  become  an  adventurer 
in  more  happy  regions;  and  our  Stanley^  gone,  ''where only 


*  John  Hswkeaworth,  LL  D.  authSl  of  the  Adventurer,  and  com- 
piler of  the  account  of  the  Discoveries  made  Id  the  South  Seas,  by 
Captun  Cook. 

*  John  Stanley,  an  eminent  musician  and  composer,  became  blind 
at  the  age  of  two  years. 

vox.  I.  i* 
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his  own  harmony  citk  be  exccMeded/'  You  give- me  joy  .in 
tdling  me  tbat  you  are  <'  on  the  pbioacle  of  content  J-  With- 
out it  no  situation  can  be  happy ;  with  it,  any.  One  means 
of  becoming  content  with  one's  situation  is  the  comparing 
it-  with  a  worse.  Thus  when  I  consider  how  inany  terrible 
diseases  die  human  body  is  liable  to,  I  comfort  myself  that 
only  three  incurable  ones  have  fallen  to  my  share,  viz.  the 
gout,  the  stone,  and  old  age ;  and  that  these  have  not  yet  de- 
prived me  of  my  natural  cheerfulness,  my  delight  in  books 
and  enjoyment  of  social  conversation. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  diat  Mr.  Fitzmaurice  is  married  iod  1mm 
ah  amiable  lady  and  children.  It  is  a  better  plaii  than  thai 
fie  once  proposed^  of  getting  Mrs.  Wright  16  make  him-a 
wax-work  wife  to  sit  at  the  head  of  his  table.  For  after  all, 
^diock  is  die  natund  state  of  man.  A  baehelor  is  Mt  a 
tbinfplete  human  being.  He  is  liker  the  odd  half  of  a  pair 
of  scissars,  which  has  not  yet  found  its  fellow,  and  therefore 
is  not  even  hdf  so  uaofol  as  diey  might  be  together. 

{ hardly  khow  which  to  admire  most,  the  wonderfiddis* 
cbveries  tn»de  by  Herschel,^  or  the  indafotigable  ii4;«taity 
by^Which  he  1ms  beien  enabled  to  make  thetti  Let  urtepie, 
my  ftiettd,  that  when  free  from  these  bodily  embarrasttiifliiti!^ 
tfe  my  roam  together  Aroagh  some  of  the  systems  \m^htks 
'fHtpIored,'  conducted  by  some  of  our  old  companions  abeady 
"aequttnted  with  them.  Hawkesworth  will  enliven  our  paf- 
gfess  with  his  cheerful  sensible  converse,  and  Stanley ) 
jwny  the  music  of  the  spheres. 

Mr.  Watraaugh  tells  me,  for  I  immediately  inquired 

her,  that  your  daughter  is  alive  and  well.    I  remember  her  .a 

HUM  promising  and  beautifol  child,  and  therefore  do  net 

wonder  that  she  is  growo^  as  he  says,  a  fine  wosHin*     Ood 


5  The  utroDomer. 
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bless  iier  iind  yon,  my  dear  friend^  and  every  thing  that  per- 
tains to  you,  is  the  sincere  prayer  of  yours  most  aiFection-. 
ateiy, .  •  B«  Faanklin, 

in  his  b2d  year. 

To  George  Wheatley,  Esq. 

The  Philadelphia  bank — Commercial  treaty — Scheme  for 
coining — Dr.  Riley. 

Philadelphia,  May  18,  1787*- 
I  received  duly  my  good  old  friend's  letter. of-  the 
19th  of  February^  I  thank  you  much  for  your  notjes  on 
banks,  they  are.  just  and  solid,  as  far  as  1  can  judge,  of, them. 
Our  bank  here  has  met  with  great  oppoutioo,  partly,  from 
envy,  and  partly  from  those  who  wish  an  emission. of  more 
paper  money^  which  they  think  the  bank  influence  prevents. 
J^t,  it  has  stood  all  attacks,  and  went  on  well  notwithstandjug 
the -assembly  repealed  its  charter.  A  new  assembly  has  r|d- 
fttored  it;  and  the. management  is  so  prudent,  that  X  have  no 
doubt  of  its  continuing  to  go  on  well:  the  divide  baa  never 
been  less  than  six  per  cent.,  nor.  will  that  be  augmqtfed  for 
«pifne  time,  as  the  surplus;  profit  is  reserved  to  face  accidenta. 
The  dividend  of  eleven  per  cent,  which  waa  once  mad^  .wna 
Horn  a  circumstance  scarce  avoidable^^  A  new  cpmpaoy  was 
proposed,  and  prevented  only  by  admitting a.number  oi^vufm 

•  partnees.  Aa  many  of  the  first  jtet  were  averse,  lo  this<aipd 
chose  to  withdraw,  k  waa  necessary  .to  settle,  tbeir  .i^qwM  ; 
so  all  were  adjusted,  the  profit*  flhared  that  bad  fa^^uf^coi- 
mulated,  and  the  new  and  old  proprietors  Jointly  l^^gMl^pn  a 

.new  and  equal  footing.  Tbeir  notes  .are  always  im^^tly 
{laid  on. demand,  and  pass  on  aU  ocoisions  aa  readily.^  liilyar, 

.because  tbey  will  always  produce  silver.    .    <^.  /•      .  .<.,.  , .., 
.  Your  medallion  is  in  good  company ;  it  is  placed  with 
those  of  Lord  Chatham,  Lord  Camden,  Marquis  of  Rock* 
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itti^itiiiy  Sir  George  SavUle,  and  some  odien  who  iKMioral 
me  with  a  show  of  friendly  regard  «rfaen  in  Eoglaod.  Ih^ 
lieve  I  have  thanked  you  for  it,  but  I  thank  you  again. 

I  believe  with  you^  that  if  our  plenipo  is  desirous  of  con- 
dudiiq;  a  treaty  of  commerce,  he  may  need  patience*  If  I 
were  in  his  place,  and  not  otherwise  instructed,  I  should  be 
apt  to  say  ^'  take  your  own  time,  gentlemen.''  If  the  treaty 
c«mot  be  made  as  much  Co  your  advantage  as  to  ours,  don't 
make  it.  I  am  sure  the  want  of  it  is  not  more  to  our  dis» 
advantage  than  to  yours.  Let  the  merchants  on  both  sides 
itieat  with  one  another.    Laissez  le$  faitt.     . 

I  have  never  considered  attentively  the  congress's  scheme 
for  coining,  and  I  have  h  not  now  at  hand,  so  that  at  present 
I  caa-iay  nothing  to  it.  The  chief  uses  of  coining  seem  lo 
be  the  ascertaining  the  fineness  of  the  metals,  and  saving  the 
time  that  would  otherwise  be  spent  in  weighing  to  ascertain 
the  quantity.  But  the  convenience  of  fixed  values  to  pieces 
is  so  great  as  to  force  the  currency  of  some  whose  stamp  is 
worn  off  that  should  have  assured  their  fineness,  and  which 
are  evidently  not  of  half  their  due  weight;  the  case  at  pre* 
sent  with  the  sixpences  in  England  ;•  which  one  with  another 
<lo-npt  weigh  three-pence. 

You  are  now  76,  and  I  am  82 :  you  tread  fiist  upon  .my 
faetlfr<;<  but  though  you  have  more  strength  and  spirit,i'yott 
oumot  come  up  with  me  till  I  stop,  which  must  now  be  so<m; 
for  I  am  grown  so  old  as  to  have  buried  most  of  the  friends 
of  my  youth,  and  I  now  often  hear  persons  whom  I  knew 
when  children,  called  aid  Mr.  sucl^Mine,  to  distinguish 
ifciem  from  their  sons  now  men  grown  and  in  business;  » 
diat  by  living  twelve  years  beyond  David's  period,  I^aeem 
to  have  intruded  myself  into  the  company  of  posteril^^,«rfaen 
I  ought  to  have  been  a-bed  and  asleep.  Y^  bad:l  gone  at 
•evenly  h  would  have  cut  off  twelve  of  the  most  «ntive  yean 
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of  my  lif^  employed  too  in  matters  of  the  grettrnt  impoft*- 
ance;  but  wbeAer  1  faafe  been  doing  good  or  miichicf  is  for 
time  to  discover.  I  only  know  tbat  I  intended  well,  and  I 
hope  all  will  end  wel|, . 

Se  so  good  as  to  pres^  my  affectionate  respects  to  Dr. 
Riley.  I  am  under  great  obligations  to  him^  and  shall  write 
to  him  shortly*  It  will  be  a  pleasure  to  him  to  know  that 
my  oialady  does  not  grow  sen9ibly  worse ;  and  that  is  a  great 
point  I  for  it  has  always  been  so  tolerable,  as  not  to  prevent 
my  enjoyii^  the  pleasores  of  society,  and  being  cheerful  in 
conversation:  I  owe  this  in  a  great  measure  to  his  good 
coutwels. 

Adieii^  my  dear  friend,  and  believe  me  ever  yours  moat 
aflectiottately,  B.  Feai)M*ui. 

To  Mr.  Small. 

Jbnmcan  taxatioH'^New  farm.of  prayer'^  JmerUanrcjfal' 

ut$,  Sfc. 

Deae  Sie,  PMladelpkia,  Sept.  9B,  17S7. 

'  I  received  your  kind  letter  of  June  6,  86,  aoAl 
ansvrered  it,  though  long  after  the  receipt.  I  do  not  perc^i^ 
by  your  second  favor  of  July  87,  that  my  answer  had  then 
come  to  hand,  but  hope  it  may  since  that  time. 

r  have  not  loet  any  of  the  principles  of  public  ecoooaay 
yon  <mce  knew  ne  possessed  of;  but  to  get  the  bad  custmns 
of  a  country  dbitnged,  and  new  ones,  diough  better,  introduced, 
it  H  necessary  first  to  remove  the  prejudices  of  the  peopfei 
enl^fatto  thnr  ignorance,  and  convince  Aem  tiiat  their  in- 
ierest  will  be  promoted  by  the  proposed  changes:  and  dds 
is  not  the  wtrk  of  a  day.  .  Our  legislators  are  all  land* 
hddera;  and  they  are  not  yet  persuaded  fliat  all  taxes  are 
fini^  pad  by  die  land.  Besides  our  eountiy  is  so  ^^ndy 
aeMed;  the  hatntidions  paiticniarly  in  the  back  countijaaibe* 


itig  pe'rhapsrfive  or  Ax  miles  distant  from  ea^cfc  other,  tbit  the 
titae  and  labor  of  the  collector  in  going' from  Aouse  to  howe, 
atid  tetiig  obliged  to  call  often  befoiie  he  can  recover  the  taXy 
amoufits  to  more  than  the  tax  is  worthj  and  therefore  we  have 
teenfcAced  into  the  mode  of  indirect  taieSj  L  e.  duties  on 
iiii]$ortation  of  goods^and  excises. 

"'Ihave  made  no  attempt  to  introdnce  Ae  foiira  of  prayer 
here,  'urtiich  jou  and  good  Mrs.  Baldwin  do  me  the.  honor  to 
a|i(^rove.  The  things  of  this  world  take  up  too  much  of  my 
tinfe  nf  which  indeed  I  have  too  litde  left,  to  underjtalce-any 
diidg  Kke  a  reformation  in  matters  of  religion.  WhentiAe 
ekh  sow  good  seed,  we  should  however  do  it,  and  wait,  vrheft 
we  can  do  no  better,  with  patience,  nature's  time  for  Aeir 
sprdutikfg.  Some  lie  many  years  in  the  ground,  and  at  length 
certain  favorable  seasons  or  circumstances  bring  them  forth 
with  vigorous  shoots  and  plentiful  productions. 

"^  Had  f  beeu  at  home  as  yon  wish,  soon  after  -  the  peMe; 
I  might  possibly  have  mitigated- some  of  the  severities  aga&ist 
the  royalists,  believing  as  I  do' that  fear  and  error,  rather  tbdM 
malice,  occasioned  their  desertion  of  th^r  country's  ean^> 
and'acloption  of  the  king's.  The  public  reseiitmerit  i^nst 
them  is  now  so  far  abated,  that  none  who  ask  leave  to  return 
are  refused,  and  many  of  them  now  live  among- us  much  at 
their  ease.  As  to  the  restoration  of  confiscated  estates,' it  is 
an  operation  that  none  of  our  politicians  have  as  yet  ventured 
to  propose.  They  are  a  sort  of  people  that  love*  to  fortify 
themselves  in  tiieir  projects  by  precedent  Perhaps,  they 
wait  to  see  your  government  restore  the  forf^ted  estafes  in 
Scodand  to  the  Scotch,  those  in  Ireland  to  the:  Iridic  and 
those  in  England  to  the  Welch.  . 

I  am  glad  that  the  dbtressed  exiles  who  remain:  with  you 
have  received,  or  are  likely  to  receive^  ionke  cbiaifim^iion 
for  dieir  losses^  for  I  commiserate:  dieir  aitinttidir. '-  It 
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cIe»Hy  iDCumbeiit  on  die  king  to  iodeiniiify  those  lie  hid 
seduced  by  his  proclamations :  but  it  seems  not  so  demlj 
consistent  widi  the  wisdom  of  parliament  to  resolve  doing  it 
for  him.  I£  some  mad  king  should  think  fit  in  a  frf»k  ,%0 
make  war  u|xm  his  subjects  .of  Scotlandj  or  upon  tbosh  of 
Ebglandy-by  the  help  of  Scotland  and  Ireland  (as  theStUfrts 
did)^may.  he  not  encourage.followeri  by  the  precedent  of  these 
pariianientary  gratuities,  and  thus  set  his  subjects  to  xuttiog 
one  another's, throats,  first  with  the  hope  of  sharing  in.  cm: 
fisciitions;  and.  then  with  .that  of  compensation  in  case  of  difr 
appointment^  The  council  of  brutes  without  a  fable  wenr 
aware  of  this.-  Lest  thatiable  may  perhaps  not  have  fallen 
in  your  wqr?  I  enclose  a  copy  of  it.  .  .  •  ,....  ,,. 

<  Your  commercial  treaty,  with  France  seems  to  .show.fi 
growing  improvement  in  ^  the  sentiments  of  both  naCpni  jin 
ihe  economical  science.  All  (Europe  might,  be  a  gr6at  deal 
bappiery  witb«  a  little  more  understanding.  We  in  America 
have  lately-  had  a  convention  for  framing  a  new  consiitutioB« 
Enclosed  I  send  you.  the  result  of  tbdir  deliberationB. 
Whether  it  will  be  generally  acceptable  and  Cfurried  into.  ex-» 
eeutiOB  is  yet  to  be  sc^ ;  but  presept  appearances  aref  i  in  ^ts 
£svoiv 

.  I  «m  always  glad  to  hear  from  you,  and  of  your  welfare. 
I  rem(Hnber  with  pleasure  the  hai>py  days  we  have  spent  to* 
getber*.  Adieu,  and  believe  me  ever,  my  dear  friend,  ^oura 
most  affectionately,    '  .  B.  FaAf^xLiiv. 

To  Count  DE  Bupfon,  Pabis. 

On  the  $icn^. 

D^AB  Sqt,  ...  Philad^phia,  Nov.  1ft  17»7.  .' 

• ., .  I.  ani.hqiiUMred  by  your  letterdesijpijgto  know  by 

^,h^,;pieans  I  imb  reli^(l , in  a  disorder,  widi  which  you  are 

als^  upforl(uiiately,a£licted.^  I  h|ivf^  trmd  all  the  notejdIpiQB* 
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•eiiptioiu  fctiimimMiig  die  itoiie^  widiottt  |fefoeiniig:«iiy 
goid  efiwt.  But  observiog  temperance  ia  ealiog^  ifnidtng 
Winto  end  cyder,  and  using  dailj  die  dumb  bell,  whick^'eK- 
eiciaee  the  upper  part  of  the  body  without  mvch  moviag  the 
parts  in  conUct  with  the  stone,  i  think  I  baw  prevented'  its 
McreBje.  As  ;the  roughness  of  the  stone  heenites  a  Jittle  die 
neck  of  the  bladder,  I  find  that  when  the  unne  happens,  to 
be  sharp,  I  have  much  pain  in  making  water  and  fraynint 
orgoncies.  '  For  relief  under  this  circumstance,  I.  tdceyKoing 
to  bed,  the  bigness  of  a  pigeon's  egg  of  jelly  of  blackbemes4 
die  receipt  for  making  it  is  enclosed.  While  I  continue  to 
4o  this  every  night  i  am  generally  easy  the  dayffdliowingb 
■taking  water  pretty  freely,  and  with  long  intervale//  J;wid| 
most  sincerely  that  thb  simple  remedy  may  bave^hfrrsttie 
happy  efiect  with  yon.  Perhaps  Jcuirrant  jelly,,  or  the'  jeHy 
cf  -apples,  or  of  raspberries,  may  l>e  equally  serviceable  |  for 
I  suspect  tlie  virtue  of  the  jelly  may  lie  principeU3[;iti|  th# 
boiled  sugar  which  is-  in  some  d^ree  candied  by  the.  boiliog 
of  the  jelly.  Wishing  you  for  your  own  sake  much  Jnore 
ease,  and  fcMT'the  sieike  of  mankind  inai^  mort  years,  I  .imnain 
with  the  greatest  esteem  and  respect,  dear  sir,  .jour  kpost 
obedient  and  affectionate  servant. 

To   ♦•*.  '  '    ■■   " 

Disorders  ib  Holland — Projected  conquest  from  Tuthej/. 

(Extract.)  PhUadelfhia,Dec.  15, 1787. 

**  I  hope  the  disorders  in  Brabant  and  Holland 

may  be  rectified  without  bloods&ed.    But  I  fear  the  im* 

pending  war  with  the  Tnrlcsj  if  not  prevented  by  Jmldent 

Mgociation,  may  in  its  conseqneDcefl  involve  greajtpact  of 

Europe.    I  confide  horwever  that  France  and  Bti^bmd  «ill 

pieserve  dieur  present  pestoe  vridi  cadi  dlhet,  MiiiStiitibSmg 


amne  contrary  appcwteBcei :  for  I  dmik  tbit  fliqr  5fa«ye  Jbodi 
of  them  too  mmk^enH-  to  go  to  war  without  aa  ia^odHit 
cause^  as  well  as  too  A'^</e  mofie|f  at  present. 
.  **  At  to  the  projected  conquest  f ron  Turkeyi  I  apprehend 
that  if  the  eaoperor  and  empress  would  make  som^  use  <tt 
asithmetic,  and  celcttlatei  what  annual  revenues. may  lie  eu 
pected  from  the  country  they  want,  should  <hey  ecquiie  tt^ 
and  then  offer  the  grand  signicr  a  hundred  times  that  annuai 
revenue,  to  be  paid  down  for  an  amicable  purchase  of  it^.it 
would  be  hi«  iuterdit  to.  accept  the  offer,  as  weQ  as  theirs  t» 
jvttke  ity  rather  than  a  war  for  k  should  take  place  $  .since  n 
war  to  acquirecthat  territory  end  to.  retain  it,  will  ooit  botlt 
parties  much  more^  perhaps  ten  times  more^  than  such  sun 
of  purchase  money.  But  the  hope  of  ^ry  and  the  ambitioii 
9jt  princes  are  QOt  subject  tOtasithmeticftl  calculation, 
: .  My  .best  wbhest  attend-,  you  ( -  being  with  great  esteem^  sir> 
your  most  obfriicQt  and  most  luHnble  servant  .  i 

r      .'■  ■    B.  F-RAKKfilN.'! 

.:  .  -  .    I.    .■      f     I  .         ■  .  .,  ,./    ; 

-     •      • '  'To  M;  Li  ViiiLAttD,  OP  Pasby. 

Hilative  to  M.  ^ausrain'^Dr.  Franklin^s  Memoirs  of  hit 
.  own  Life— New  constitution  proposed  for  the  Vmiea 
.  States — Imposts  on  trade — Taper  money. 

My  dbar  FtriBi^D,  Philadelphia,  Feb.  17, 1788. 

I  received  your  kind  letter  of  June  29,  bj  M* 
Saiigr&in,  and  it  is  tbife  iMt  6f  yoiir^  that  is  come  to  iny  bimds. 
As  yoii  hatcf'-sb*'  Mich  leifcfire,  atid  lo^d 'writing,  1  cannot 
think  70U  hsfve-been  so  long-sSent ;  you  who  are  so  fMi-m 
tdliive  m^  wnt  who  know:  how  dwch  pleasure  your Iflttsrs 
always  Mfbrd  mei.  •  I  therefore  ritlitt'Mspeet  yenMiry  fM- 
bably  have  written  something  too  freely  ecttoeriut^-  jmblte 
affairs^and  dwt  your  letlm  may  VeantMd  'm'f6kt  po#t* 
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office^  and  younelf  lodged  in  the  Bastile.    Yoqr  aevl' 
gme  any  tfaingy  however  extravagant^  rather  than  8appoBe,:(av 
your  letters  too  often  do)' that  nij^  friends  forget  me.       '.'.:"r 

I  find  M.  Saugndu  to  answer  well  the  good  character  yoa 
give  of  him,  and  shall  with  pleasure  render  him  any  servieeK 
in  my  power.  He  is  now  gone  down  the  OhiO|  to  vt€w 
mntre  that  coun^.  '   '^ 

I  ahonid  have  proceeded  in  the  history  you  mentioD/  if  ^I 
could  well  have  avoided  accepting  the  chair  of  president  for 
thb  third  and  last  year :  to  which  I  was  again  dected  by  Ae 
tifumtmob^  voice  of  council  and  general  assembly  in  NovMH 
ber.  If  I  live  to  see  this  year  expire  I  may  enjoy  sdmd 
leisurei  which  I  promise  you  to  employ  in  As  wott  you- >il0 
me-die  honor  to  ui^  so  earnestly.  •  .  ^ 

I  sent  you  with  my  last  a  copy  of  the  Ww  eons^tiotf 
proposed  for  the  United  States  by  the  late'geueral  conven- 
tion. 1  sent  one  also  to  our  excellent  friend  the  Duke  de  li 
Rochefoucault.  I  attended  the  busmess  of  the  conventite* 
ff^thfttUy  for  fonr  months.  Enclosed  you  have  the  last  speech 
I  made  in  it.^  Six  stales  have  already  adopted  the  constitap 
tion,  and  there  is  now  little  doubt  of  its  beilig  accepted  by  a 
auflicient  number  to  carry  it  into  execution,  if  not  immedi- 
ately by  the  whole.  It  has  however  met  with  great  opposi- 
tion in  some  states  ;  for  we  are  at  present  a  nation  of  politi* 
cians.  And  diough  there  is  a  general  dread  of  giving  too 
much  jpofver  to  our  goifemorsy  I  diink  we  «re  more  in  danger 
from  too  little  obedience  in  the  governed* 

We  shall,  as  you  suppose,  have  imposts  on  trade,  and 

*  The  Memoirs  of  his  cwnliiey  to  the  continuance  of  wbidraU  lii^ 
friends  leiio.knew  the  impoitance  of  such,  a  hiitniy  ifishad-him 
SDxkmsljr  to  apply. 

.  *  See  MaiioiM  or  bis  Lir s,  Fart  V.  p.  S80.  ito  ed. 
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cufltom-hoiiSMy  not  bccaote  other  nations  htire  ibeWf  }fu%  bt*. 
cause  we  cannot  at  present  do  without  dsm.  We  want,  ta 
discbarge  our  public  debt  occasioned  by  the  late  war.  Direct 
taxes  are  not  so  easily  levied  on  the  scantily  aettled  inbabitaht^ 
of  our  wide«extended  country ;  and  what  is  paid  in  the  price 
of  merchandise  is  less  felt  by  the  consumer,  and  less  the  oansa 
of  complaint.  When  we  are  out  of  debt  we  mayleare  our 
trade  freei  for  our  ordinary-charges  of  government  will  not  be 
great. 

.  Where  there  is  a  free  government,  and  the  people  iliak#^ 
their  own  laws  by  their  representatives,  I  see  no  injostice  m 
their,  obliging  one  another  to  take  their  own  paper  money.  It 
is  no  more  so  than  compelling  a  man  by  law  to  take  hia  own 
note.  But  it  is  unjust  to  pay  strangers  with  sudi  moncfy 
against  cheir  will.  The  making  of  paper  money  with  such  a 
sanction  is  however  a  folly,  since  although  yon  may  by  law. 
oblige  a  cilizeni  to  tdie.it :  for  hia  goods,  you  cannot  fix  bis 
prices ;  and  his  liberty  of  rating  them  as  he  pleases^  which  ii^ 
the, same  thing  a«setting  what  value  he  pleases  oiiiyowrMov 
ney;^  defeats  your  sanction. 

<.  Xtbave  bejsn  couqemed  to  hear  of  .the  troubks  in  tfariniteivi 
nal. government  of  the  country  I  love ; '  and  hope:some.good 
iwy  ^j9in^.QUtf»f  th^m;  and  that  they  may  end  without  aui»i( 

C|MI»  ,   ■>  .  o!*'i  ■  !    . 

.,  In  jf/oiir' .letter.  to«  my  grandaon  you  asked  aomequestictea 
that  biid.au  appearance  as  if  you  meditated  a  visit  to^  uey 
Nothing  in  this  world  would  give  me  greater  pleasure  than 
to  receive  aud  embrace  beretfae  whole  family :  but  it  is  loo 
greaVajQ  happiness  to  be,;ejifp^cted.  ..Thisfiunily  alLjoin  with 
me  in  best  wishes  of  eve|^  feliciqf.  tp  you  ,ai|d  jiours^;  .and  I 

*  France.  ' 
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^imik'xmsMrMennd  petit  ti^te»to  wB&mBeeHmfmj 

dear  fiieiidi-youn  moBt  tbcerely^  B.  FBAMXfciw.  ^ 

■.       ■  ■..       ■  ..     ...  .» .-'• 

Toi*BB    EbITOBS  of  THB  PEI9N8Vx.VANlA'OABBtTB^ 

On  the  abuse  of  the  preis. 

.  Mieaars.  Hall  and  Sbllbrs, 

I  lately  heard  a  remark^  that  €m  nmBoimriba  fit 
the  Femwyhamia  Gazette  for  Slty  years,  from  its  commdMo- 
Bitet,  it'  appeared  that  duriBg  that  long  period  scarce  ^tat 
libeilous  piece  had  ever  appeared  in  it.  This  generally  chaalt 
<;ondiict  of  your  paper  is  mudi  to  its  repatatioB ;  for  ithai 
kng  been  the  opinion  of  sober  judicious  people^  that  nolhidg 
is  more  likely  to  endanger  the  liberty  of  the  pressy  than  Urn 
abuse  of  that  liberty,  by  employing  it  in  personal  ^ccolationy 
detractioo^  and  calumny*  The  excesses  some  of  our  papers 
faalre  been  guilty  of  in  itds  particular,  have  set  diis  state  in  « 
bad  light  abroad,  as  appears  by  the  following  letter,  which -I 
wisb  you  to  publishi  not  merely  to  show  your  own  disappro^ 
bation  of  the  practice,  but  as  a  caution  to  others  of  the  pe^ 
fiessioa  throughout  the  United  States.  For  I  hai^aeen  an 
Snropean  newspaper,  in  which  the  editor,  who  had  be«6 
dbarged  with  Aequently  calumniating  die  Americans,  justified 
bimself  by  saying,  "  diat  he  had  published  nothing  disgradft^ 
M  to  qs,  wbicfa  be  had  not  taken  from  oar  own  prmttd 
papan.^    1  am,  &c.  A.  B*  ^'^ 

Dbab  FbibUb,  New  York,  March  SO^  1788.  - 

My  gout  has  at  lei^tfa  left  me,  after  five  monflnP 
^dnfal  confineitieiit.  '  ^t  afibrded  me  however  the  teiismt'lfo 
wed,  or  hear  read,  all  die  packets  of  your  newspap^lt*  which 
70U  so  kindly  sent  hr  my  arnnsement 
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Mn.  yf.  has  partaken  of  it ;  sbe  likes  to  read  the  adhw- 
tisementa ;  but  she  remarks  some  kind  of  jnconm^cncy  in  4ke 
announcing  so  many  diversions  for  almost  every  evening  in 
the  week,  and  such  quantities  to  be  sold  of  expensive  supw- 
fluities,  fineries,  and  luxuries  jtut  imported^  in  a  country  tliat 
at  the  same  time  fills  its  papers  tvith  complaiots  of  hard 
times,  and  want  of  money.  I  tell  her  that  such  compMnita 
are  common  to  all  times  and  all  countries,  and  were  made 
even  in  Solomon's  time ;  when,  as  we  are  toM^  silver  wtas  is 
plenty  in  Jerusalem  as  the  stones  in  the  street,  and  jeteven 
then  there  were  people  that  grumbled,  so  as  to  incur  this 
oensure  from  that  knowing  prince*  Say  not  thou  tkat-  ih€ 
former  times  were  better  than  these ;  for  thou  dost  ssot  in^ 
quire  rightly  concerning  that  matter.  • 

But  the  inconsistence  that  strikes  me  tlie  most  ia  that  b^ 
tween  the  name  of  your  city,  Philadelphia,  (brotherly  hoe) 
and  the  spirit  of  rancor,  malice,  and  hatred,  that  breathes  iii 
its  newspapers !  For  I  learn  from  those  papers  that  your 
state  is  divided  into  parties ;  that  each  party  ascribeanll  die 
public  operations  of  the  other  to  vicious  motives ;  that  tliey 
do  not  even  suspect  one  another  of  the  smallest  degvw  of 
honesty;  that  the  antifederalists  ace  such, merely  komibo 
fear  of  losing  power,  places,  or  emoluments,  which  they  have 
in  possession  or  iu  expectation;  that  the  federalists  are  a  ait 
of  conspirators,  who  aim  at  establishing  a  tyranny  over  tbit 
persons  and  property  of  their  Countrymen,  and  to  live  in 
splendor  on  the  plunder  of  the  people.  I  learn  too  that  your 
justices  of  the  peace,  though  chosen  by  their  neighbors,  ibake 
a  villainous  trade  of  their  office,  and  promote  discord  to  aug- 
ment fees,  and  fleece  their  electors ;  and  tliat  this  would  not 
be  mended  by  placing  the  choice  in  the  executive  council, 
who  with  interested  or  party  views  are  continually  makings 
improper  appointments ;  witness  a  '^  petty  fiddler,  sycephant 
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^md scouwlrel''  appointed  judge  of  the  admiralty;  *'an  old 
^gwmn  andfamenterqfsediiioH*'  to  be  another  of  the  judges^ 
and ''  a  Jeffries"  cliief  justice,  8cc.  &c. ;  with  **  two  harpbUf* 
tlie  comptroller  and  naval  officers  to  prey  npon  the  merchants, 
and  deprive  them  of  their  property  by  force  of  arms.  Sec.  I 
am  i^ormed  also  by  these  papers » that  your  general  assembly, 
ib^^h  the  annual  choice  of  the  people,  shows  no  regard  to 
their  rights,  but  from  sinister  views  or  ignorance  makes  laws 
in  direct  violation  of  the  constitution,  to  divest  the  inhabitants 
pi  their  property  and  give  it  to  strangers  and  intruders ;  and 
that  the  .council,  either  fearing  the  resentment  of  their  consti^ 
tuenta,  or.  plotting  to  enslave  them,  had  projected  to  diMum 
.them,  and  given  orders  for  that  purpose;  and  finally^ chat 
your  president,  the  unanimous  joint  choice  of  the  council  ianfl 
assembly,  is  ^*an  old  rogut^^  who  gave  his  assent  to  the 
federal  constitution  merely  to  avoid  refunding  money  he  had 
pudoined  from  the  United  States.  There  is  bdeed  a.good 
•4epl  of  manifest  iticonsistency  in  all  this,  and  yet  m  stranger 
seeing  it  in  your  own  prints,  though  he  does  not  believe  it  all^ 
may  probably  believe  enough  of  it  to  conclude  that  Femuylr 
Tania.  is  peopled  by  a  set  of  the  most  unprincipled,  wicked, 
rascally,  and  quarrelsome  scouHdrels.  upon  the  face  of  the 
globe.  I  have  sometimes  indeed  suspected,  diat  those  papeva 
are  the  manufacture  of  foreign  enemies  among  you,  who 
write  with  the  view  of  disgracing  your  country,  and  making 
you  appear  contemptible  and  detestable  all  the  world  over : 
but  then  I  wonder  at  the  indiscretion  of  your  printers  in 
publishing  such  writings !  There  is  however  one  of  your  inr 
consisieucies  that  consoles  xne  a  little,  which  is,  that  though 
livings  you  give  one  another  the  characters  of  devils ;  dfitul 
you  are  all  angels!  It  is  delightful  >vhen  any  of  jgH^jdae^  to 
read  what  good  husbands,  good  fathers,  good  fi;jleiid^good 
citizens,  and  good  Christians  }'ou  were,  concluding  with  a 
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scrap  of  poetry  that  places  you^  witk  certainty^  efery  one  hi 
beaveo.  So  that  I  think  Pennsylvania  a  good  country  io  dU 
hif  though  a  very  bad  one  to  live  in. 

To  M.  LS  Veillard. 

Respecting  Dr.  FranhlirCs  memoirs  of  his  own  life^'^Bhe 
new  constitution — Custom-house  duties. 

My  dear  Friend^     Philadelphia,  Jpril  9,9;,  1799. 

I  received  but  a  few  days  .since  your  fiivM*  of 
November  30^  1787|  in  which  you  continue  to  urge  me' to 
finish  the  memoirs.  My  diree  years  of  service  viill  ^expire  in 
October,  when  a  new  president  must  be  chosen;  and  I  had 
the  project  of  retiring  dien  to  my  grandson's  estate,  iii  New 
Jersey,  where  I  might  be  free  from  thb  interruption  of  visits^ 
in  order  to  complete  that  work  for  your  satisfaction ;  for  in 
this  city  my  time  is  so  cut  to  pieces  by  friends  and  strangerSj 
that  I  have  sometimes  envied  die  prisoners  in  the  Bastfle': 
b«t  considering  now  the  litde  remnant  of  life  1  havie  left^  the 
accidoits  that  may  happen  between  this  and  October,  and 
your  earoiest  desire,  I  have  come  to  a  resolution  to  proceed 
in  that  work  to-morrow,  and  continue  it  daily  till  finished^ 
which,  if  my  health  permits,  may  be  in  the  course  of  the  en- 
suing summer.  As  it  goes  on  I  will  have  a  copy  made  for 
you,  and'  you  may  expect  to  receive  a  part  by  the  next 
packet. 

It  is  very  possible,  as  you  suppose,  that  all  the  articles  of 
the  proposed  new  government  will  not  remain  unchanged 
after  the  first  meeting  of  the  congress.  I  am  of  opinion  widi 
you,  that  the  /tvo  cbambefis  were  not  necessary,  and  X  dis« 
Uked  some  other  articles  that  are  in,  and  wished  for  some 
that  are  not  in  the  proposed  plan ;  I  nevertheless  hope  it 
may  be  adopted,  thougli  I  should  have  nothing  to  do  \vi(h 
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the  execution  of  it^  being  determined  to  quit  ail  public  bnsi-  . 
nes8  fvith  my  present  employment.    At  83  one  certaioly  bts 
a  right  to  ambitiou  repose. 

We  are  not  ignorant  that  the  duties  paid  at  the  custom-^ 
house  on  the  importation  of  foreign  goods  are  finally  reinn- 
buned  by  the  consumer,  but  M'e  impose  them  as  the  easiest 
\99j  of  levying  a  ta&  from  those  consumers.  If  our  new 
country  was  as  closely  inhabited  as  your  old  one,  we  ought, 
without  much  difficulty,  collect  a  land-tax  that  would  be  suf- 
ficient for  aU  purposes :  but  where  farms  are  five  or  air 
miles  distant  from  each  other,  as  they  are  in  a  great  part  of 
our  country,  the  going  of  the  collectors  from  house  to  bouao 
to  demand  the  taxes,  and  being  obliged  to  call  more.lluui 
once  for  the  same  tax,  makes  the  trouble  of  coUectiiig  ia 
many  cases  exceed  the  value  of  the  sum  collected.  Things 
that  are  practicable  in  one  country  are  not  always  so  in  auo- 
ther^  where  circumstances  differ.  Our  duties  are  however 
generally  so  small  as  to  give  little  temptation  to  smuggling. 

Believe  me  ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.Franklin. 

To  Madamb  Lavoisier. 
Thanking  her  for  his  poriraii,  Sfc. 

Philadelphia,  Oct.  23,  17«8. 

I  have  a  long  time  been  disabled  froof 
writing  to  my  dear  friend  by  a  severe  fit  of  the  goiA^  or  I 
should  sooner  have  returned  my  thanks  for  her  very  kind 
present  of  the  portrait,  which  she  has  herself  done  mc  the 
honor  to  make  of  me.  It  is  allowed  by  those  who  havai  seen 
it,  to  have  great  merit  as  a  picture  in  every  sespeol^;. but 
what  particularly  endears  it  to  me  is  the  hand  that  drew  it* 
Our  English  enemies,  when  they  were  in  possession  of  this 
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city  and  my  house,  made  a  prisoner  of  my  portrait,  and  caiw 
ried  it  off  with  them,  leaving  that  of  its  companion,  my  wifej, 
by  itsetf,  a  kind  of  widow.  You  have  replaced  tt^  littlbaiM)^ 
and  the  lady  teems  to  smile  as  well  pleased. 

It  is  true,  as  you  observe,  that  [  enjoy  here  every  tldng 
that  a  reasonable  mind  can  desire,  a  sufficiency  of  iiicoM^4i 
comfortable  habitation  of  my  own  b^ulding,  having  all  die 
conveniences  I  could  imagine;  a  dutiful  and  affecticmate 
daughter  to  nurse  and  take  care  of  me>  a  fiumber  of  promiaii^ 
grand-children,  some  old  friends  ntSl  remaining  to  coiiveiv 
with,  and  more  respect,  distinction^  and  public  honofv  tfiaii  | 
can  possibly  merit ;  these  are  the  blessings  of  Godj  Vk^  ^ 
pend  on  his  continued  goodness :  yet  all  do  not  make  iap 
forget  Paris  and  the  nine  years'  happiness  I  enjoyed  ther^i  ^ 
the  sweet  society  of  a  people  whose  conversation  is  linffffM- 
ixve,  whose  mapners  are  highly  pleasing,  and  who  abov^  4^ 
the  nations  of  the  world,  have  in  die  greatest  perfectioo  the 
urt  of  making  themselves  beloved  by  strangers.  And  nolft 
even  in  my  sleep,  I  find,  that  the  scenes  of  all  my  {)l€iai|i|9( 
dreams  are  laid  in  that  city,  or  in  its  neighborhood. 

I  like  much  young  M.  Dupont.  He  appears  a  very  aes* 
sible  and  valuable  man,  and  I  thinly  his  father  wil|  huve  ^ 
great  deal  of  satipfaction  in  him. 

Pleiue  to  present  my  thanks  to  M*  Lavoisier  for  the  Na» 
menclature  Chimique  he  has  been  iio  good  as  to  send  me,  (it 
must  be  a  very  useftil  book)  and  assure  him  of  my  great  aii4 
sincere  est^m  and  attachment.  My  best  wishes  attend  yoi| 
both ;  and  I  think  1  cannot  wish  you  and  him  greater  luippfr 
ness  tfian  a  long  continaancd  of  the  connexion. 

Widi  great  regard  and  aiStetioa,  I  have  the  hopor  to  b^^, 
my  dear  friend,  your  most  obl%ed  and  mo^'^^B9[^edient1iumbl# 
serva&t,  B,  Frankuit* 

FOL.  I.  "      9 
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To  Dr.  Inoenhausz. 
Edaiive  to  the  stale  of  his  health — The  steam,  boat^     . 

(Extract.)  October  84^  1788.  ■  ' 

'^  You  have  always  been  kind  enoagh  to  interest 
-yourself  in  what  relates  to  my  health :  I  ought  therefore  to 
acquaint  you  with  wliat  appears  to  me  somethbg  curious  re« 
qiectmg  it :  you  may  remember  the  cutaneous  malady  1  for-> 
meriy  complained  of,  and  for  which  you  and  Dr.  Pringie 
favored  me  witfi  prescriptions  and  advice.  It  vexed  me  near 
fourfeen  years^  and  was  the  b^inning  of  this  year  as  bad  as 
ffer/ covering  almost  my  whole  body  except  myface  hii4 
iNuids,  when  a  fit  of  the  gout  came  on,  without  very  mudi 
i«in,  but  a  swelltng  in  both  feet,  which  at  last  appeared  also 
m  both  knees ;  and  then  in  my  hands.  As  these  swellings 
ilicreased  and  extended,  die  other  malady  diminished^  and  at 
tai^;th  disappeared  entirely.  Those  swellings  have  soma 
'fime  since  begun  to  fall,  and  are  now  almost  gone ;  perhaps, 
die  cutaneous  may  return,  or  perhaps  it  is  worn  out  I  maj; 
hereafter  let  you  know  what -happens.  I  am  on  the  whde 
moch  weaker  than  when  -it  b^an  -to  kave  me.  But  pom* 
My  that  may  be  -the  effect  of  age,  for  I  am  now  near  63,  the . 
age  of  commencii^  decrepitude.  - 

I  grieve  at  the  wars  Europe  is  engaged  in,  and  wish  tbesr? 
ware  ended ;  for  I  fear  even  the  victors  will  be  losers.  X  am 
ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most  affectionately,  '  < 

B.  Franklin. 

P.  S.  Our  public  affairs  are  drawing  towards  a  seCde-? 
ment.  1  have  served  out  die  three  years'  term  of  ngp  presUt 
dentship,  Kmited  by  the  constitution ;  and  being  detej[inin^ 
to  engage  no  more  in  public  business,  I  hope,  if  he^th  per- 
mits, to  be  a  better  correspondent.     We  have  no  philosophi*. 
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cfd  news  here  at  present^  except  that  a  .boat  moved  by  h 
steam  engine^  rows  itself  against  tide  in  our  river^  and  it  is 
ai^rteheDded  Ae  cmistniction  may  be  so  simplified  aiMi  im- 
proved as  to  beccwne  generally  useful/^ 

.  To  B.  Vau«haK,  E^Qb  :  . 

B>elative  to  T>r,  F*t  own  memoirs — The  Turkish  wpar^ 
Drs.  Price  and  Priestley — Heresy.  *  ^ 

.^ExTBAiOT.)  October  9A,  ne^    ^ 

^<  Having  now  finidied  my  term  in  the  -fnAn 
dentdiip^  and  resolving  to  engage  no  mone  in  puUic  <iffiiiiW 
Ihope  to  be  a  better  correspondent  for  the  little  time  I  kMiS 
Id  live*    I  am  recovering  from  a  long  cootimed  goiit^Mdl 
m -diligently  employed  in  writmgthe  history  trf*  myUfe^rltf 
the  doing  of  wUcfa  die  persuasions  contained  in  your  Setter  sC 
JUMHry  31^  17S3/  haw  not  a  little  contributed.    I  amiiov: 
ia^lteyear  1756,  just  before  I  was  sent  to  Enghmd.^  Hor* 
4iorteii  tfaevrorlr,  as*  weU  as  for  other  reasons,  I  omil:a&  Adii 
and^tmiBactitnis  that  may  sot  have  a  tendcncy^o  btnoife  tho^ 
young  reader,  by  showing  him  Atnn  my^  emmpk^  and^mf 
snccesr  in  emerging  from  poverty,  and  acquwing  some  4tigrM 
of  wealth,  power,  and  reputation,  the  advantages  «f •  ctiiaip 
modM  -of  conduct  which  I  observed,  :and  of  avoiding  Ifae 
errors  which  were  prejudicial  to  me.    If  a:writer««B  j^dg* 
properly  of  his  own  work^  I  fincy  on  readi^  ovek;  what  la 
already  done,  thati^e  book  may  be  found  entertaining,  inte- 
resting, and  useful,  more  so  than  I  expected  when  I  began  it. 
Ifitiypreipentstateiof  faealdiM:oMinues,  I  hope  4o  finish- it 
^diis  winter :  when*  done  yon  shalMMrfe^manuscript'Copjr  (>f  > 

'^'WttssioiRs  OF  THE  Lii^E,  PsTt  IC  p.  99. 4t6  cA.  Pahnt'i^a; 
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i^  that  I  may  obtain  from  your  judgment  and  fritMUni^ 
auch  remarka  at  may  contribute  to  ita  improvemfint 

Tbe  violence  of  our  party  debatea  about  Una  mm  oooatitVrt 
tion  aeems  much  abated,  indeed  almoat  extinct,  and  «•  aaa 
getting  fast  into  good  order.  1  kept  out  of  those  diaputea^ 
pretty  well,  having  wrote  only  one  little  piece,  which  I  send 
yon  enclosed 

I  regret  the  immense  quantity  of  misery  brought  upon 
mankind  by  this  Turkish  war  ;  and  I  am  afraid  the  Ling  of 
Sweden  may  bum  his  fingers  by  attacking  Russia.  Wben 
M[jl.l  pripces  learn  arithmetic  enough  to  calculate  if  they  want 
pfcK;^  of  one  another's  territory,  how  much  cheaper  it  WMid 
k^.  to  buy  them,  than  to  make  war  for  them,  even  thonglh 
they  nere  to  give  an  hundred  years'  purchaaef  Bat  if  i^bQf 
^nnK>t  be  valued,  and  therefore  the  wars  for  it  capnot  b9 
f ubj^t  tQ  arithmetical  calculation  so  as  to  show  their  9AvVh 
<age  or  disadvantage,  at  least  wars  for  trade,  vfhiiik  hav9  fm 
foe  thw  object,  may  be  proper  subjocta  for  such  wmputi* 
tiop ; .  and  a  trading  nation  as  well  as  a  single  tradec  .o»gh(  |o 
cakutate  tbe  probahilitiea  of  profit  and  loss,  before  engagh^g 
in  any  considerable  adventure.  This  however  patioaa  sridon 
dop^  and  wo.  have  had  firequent  instances  of  their  spending 
more  money  in  wars  for  acquiring  or  securing  branchea  of 
commerce,  than  an  hundred  yeais"  profit  or  the  fiiU  enjojN 
menjfcof  them  can  compensate. 

Remember  me  affectionately  to  good  Dr.  Price  and  to  die 
hoQiiest  heretic  Dr.  Priestley.  I  do  not  call  him,  kmtf^  hj 
waj  of  distinction  ^  for  1  think  all  the  heretics  I  have  lawwn 
have  been  virtuous  men.  They  have  the  virtue  of  Cortituda 
AT  they  would  not  venture  to  own  Iheis  heresy ;  and  thqr 
cannot  afford  to  be  deficient  in  any  of  the  other  victuefl^  a^ 
that  would  give  advantage  to  their  many  enemiea;  and  they 
have  not,  like  orthodox  ainnera,  attch  a  number  of  friends  to 
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eiMMse  of  jUstiiy  ttetti.  Do  n6t>  however,  minfake  tke.  '  It 
is  not  to  my  good  frietld's  hetesy  ttet  I  Hnpiite*  hid  Tiohi^stjr. 
Oil  the  Cbd<Mitj,  'ti^  bra  honesty  thtit  has  brottght'tq^ob  him 
the  character  df  heretic.  I  am"  ever,  fny  dear  fii€ad,  fo^ts^ 
siiKMdy,  B.  PRAfT*Liii:^ 

To  Mrs.  Partridge. 

On  the  deatk  of  Ben  Kent—Otthodosty. 

ffctntACt.)  PhtladelpidayKov.^Sjil^^ 

You  tell  me  oaf  lk>or  finend  B^  Kent  b 
goAe,  I  hope  to  the  i^otis  of  the  blessed ;  or  at  feast  ta 
9Mfe  fulad^  t^ere  souk  are  prepared  for  those  rlsgJoillsf't 
ibtiiid  my  hope  on  this,  tliat  though  not  so  orthod6t  as  ydii 
and  I,  be^  was  an  honest  man,  and  had  his  virtues.  If  he  bald 
any  hypdcrisy,  it  vTas  of  that  inverted  kind,  virith  which  a  man 
is  not  so  bad  as  he  seems  to  be.  And  with  regard  to  future 
bliss,  I  cannot  help  imagining  that  multitudes  of  die  setb- 
lonsly  orthodox  of  different  sects,  who  at  the  ladt  day  maj 
flock  together,  in  hopes  of  seeing  each  other  damned,  will  be 
disappointed,  and  obliged  to  rest  content  with  their  own  ial* 
vatioo.    Yours,  &€• 

B.  Franklin* 

To  Mrs.  Mecom,'  Boston. 

(Extract.)  Philadelphia,  Nov.  96,  1788. 

I  never  see  any  Boston  newspapers.  Yon 
mention  there  being  often  something  in  them  to  do  me  hotioF« 
I  am  obliged  to  Uiem.  On  the  odier  famid,  some  of  our  papers 
here  are  endeavoring  to  disgrace  me.  I  have  long  been  ac* 
customed  to  receive  more  blame  as  well  as  more  praise  than  I 


■II  ii  I  II 


*  Dr.  ^aaklia's  sister. 
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have  deserved.    Tis  the  lot  of  eveiy  pabUc  man.    vAad  I 
leave  oiie  account  to  balance  the  other« 

As  youobserve,  there  was  no  d — ft  your  souis  in  di6  atoiy 
bf  the  poker  when  I  told  it.  Hie  late  dresser  of  it  was  psb- 
fiibiy  the  same,  or  perhaps  of  km  to  him,  who  in  rrfatiBg  41 
dispute  that  happened  between  Queen  Anne  and  the  Arcl^ 
bishop  of  Canterbury  concerning  a  vacant  mitre,  which  Ae 
qiieen  was  for  bestowing  on  a  person  the  archbidiop  diOBglit 
unworthy,  made  both  the  queen  and  archbishop  swear  three 
or  four  Slumping  oaths  in  every  sentence  of  the  discussion  ; 
,and  the  archbbhop  at  last  gained  his  point.  One  present  at 
the  tale  beiing  surprised,  said.  But  did  the  queen  and  acdi- 
bishop  swear  so  at  one  another  i  O  !  no,  no,  said  the  relator^ 
that  is  only  my  way  of  telling  the  story.    Yours,  &c. 

B.  Franklin..^ 

To  Mb.  Small. 

On  the  stone — Expedient  to  assist  hearing, 

Philadelphia,  Feb.  17/  1739-- 
/   Dear  Friend, 

1  have  just  received  your  kind  letter  of  Nov.  29^ 
and^  much  oM^;ed  by  your  friendly  attention  in  sending 
jne  the  receipt,  which  on  occasion  1  may  make  trial  of;  but 
the  stone  I  have  being  a  large  one,  as  I  find  by  the  we^gjbt  it 
falb  with  when  I  turn  in  bed,  I  have  no  hope  of  its  being  dif- 
Mluble  by  any  medicine  \  and  having  been  for  some  time  past 
pretty  free  from  pain,  1  am  afraid  of  tampering.  I  congra- 
tulate you  on  the  escape  you  had  by  voiding  the  One  you 
mention^  that  was  as  big  as  a  kidney  bean;  had  it  htiel^  re- 
tained tt  might  soon  have  become  too  large  to  pa|^  tad 
proved  the  cause  of  much  pain  at  times^  as  mine  has  bflpa  to 
me. 
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Having  served  my  time  of  three  years  at  preddtQ^  J  1^^^ 
now  renounced  all  public  business^  and  eigoy  the  otiumjaaf^ 
digmtate.  My  friends  indulge  me  vi^ith  their  frequent  visits^ 
which  I  have  now  kisure  to  receive  and  enjoy.  The  PhilQ- 
soi^cid  Society^  and  the  Society  for  Politicid  Inquines  ipjp^t 
at  my  house,  which  I  have  enlarged- by  additional  buildiBgy 
that  affords  me  a  large  room  for  those  meetings,  anodier  over 
it  for  my  library,  now  very  considerable,  and  over  all  some 
lodging  rooms.  I  have  seven  promising  grand-children  by 
my  daughter,  who  play  with  and  amuse  me,  and  she  is  a  kind 
attentive  nurse  to  me  when  I  am  at  any  time  indisposed ;  so 
that  I  pass  my  time  as  agreeably  as  at  my  age  (ftSy  a  nMH 
may  well  expect,  and  ha^rre  little  to  wish  for,  except  a  moi!B 
easy  exit  than  my  malady  seems  to  threaten. 

The  deafness  you  complain  of  gives  me  concern,  as  if  great* 
it  must  diminish  considerably  your  pleasure  in  conTersation* 
if  moderate,  you  may  remedy  it  easily  and  readily,  by  puttiii|f 
your  thumb  and  f>ngers  behind  your  ear,  pressing  it  outwards^ 
and  enlarging  it  as  it  were,  with  the  hollow  of  your  hand. 
By  an  exact  experiment  T  found  that  1  could  hear  the  tick 
of  a  watch  at  forty-iSve  feet  distance  by  this  means,  which  was 
barely  audible  at  twenty  feet  without  it.  The  experiment  wa» 
itoade  at  midnight  when  the  house  was  stiH.  ^ 

'  I  am  ghd  you  have  sent  those  directions  respecting  ventifah* 
tion  to  the  Edinburgh  Society.  1  hope  you  have  added  an 
account  of  the  experience  you  had  of  itih  Minorca.  If  Aej 
do  not  print  your  paper  send  it  to  mey  and  it  shall  be  % 
the  third  volume  which  we  are  about  to  publish  of  6ur 
transactions.  * 

Wrs.  H^wson  joins  with  os  hi  beift  wishes  for  your  health 
and  happiness.'  Her  eldest  sot^has  gone  throfagh  his  stiidiea 
at  onr  college,  and  takes  bis  degree.  The  youngest  h^9/SA 
there^  and  will  be  graduated  this  summer*    My  grandson 
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JiiMBBtfliis  respects ;  and  I  am  CTer,  mj  dear  fmai,  youn 
most  mSbcUosu^j, 

B.  FmANXLiif.   .. 

.  ypu  never  mention  the  receipt  of  any  letters  from  me.  1 
tnsh  to  know  if  they  come  to  band^  particularly  my  last  encloa- 
ifig  the  apologue* '  You  mention  some  of  my  old  friends  being 
de^d)  but  not  their  names. 


To  Mrs.  Green E« 

Philadelphia^  March  2,  1789. 

I)ear  Friend, 

Having  now  done  with  public  afiairs,  which 
have  hitherto  taken  up  so  much  of  Qiy  time,  I  shall  endeavor 
to  enjoy,  during  the  small  remainder  of  life  that  is  left  to  me, 
some  of  the  pleasures  of  conversing  with  my  old  friaads  by 
writing,  since  their  distance  prevents  my  hope  of  seeing  them 
again. 

I  received  one  of  the  bags  of  sweet  corn  you  was  so  good 
as  to  send  me  a  long  time  since,  but  the  other  never  came  to 
hand ;  even  the  letter  mentioning  it,  though  dated  December 
10,  l^^l,  has  been  above  a  year  oh  its  way,  for  I  received  it 
but  ^out  two  weeks  since  from  Baltimore  in  Maryland. 
The  corn  I  did  receive  was  excellent,  and  gave  me  great  piea- 
dure.    Accept  my  hearty  thanks. 

1  am>  as  you  suppose  in  the  above*mentioned  old  letter^ 
much  pleased  to  hear  that  my  young  friend  Ray  is  "  smart  io 
the  farming  way/^  and  makes  such  substantial  fences.  I  think 
agticiilture  the  most  honorable  of  all  employments,  being  the 
most  independent:  Ae  farmer  has  no  need  of  popular  iSivor> 

'  Sise  Waniiro8>  Pait  ni.  Secb'S. 
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nor  tbe  favor  of  the  great :  the  tocoesa  of  hfa  oropi  ilepi«ji 
iag  oulj  on  the  blessing  of  God  upon  his  hdneit'Biduali3r*.  v.! 
cengmtakte  yonr  good  spouse,  that  he,  bb  well  as  myself,  is 
now  free  from  public  cares>  and  thbt  he  can  bend  hia  whole 
attention  fo  his  fanning,  which  will  afford  him  both  profit 
and  pleasure ;  a  business  which  nobody  knows  better  how  to 
manage  with  advantage.  I  am  too  6M  to  foBow  printing 
again  myself,  but  loving  the  business,  I  have  brought  up  my 
grandson  Benjamin  to  it,  and  have  built  and  furnished  A 
printing-house  for  him,  which  he  now  manages  under  my  eye% 
I  have  great  pleasure  in  the  rest  of  my  grand-children,  who 
are  now  in  number  eight,  and  all  promising,  the  youngest  only 
six  monthb  old^  but  shows  s%ns  of  great  good-nature*  My 
friends  here  are  numerous,  and  I  enjoy  as  much  of  their  con* 
versatlou  as  I  can  reasonably  wish;  and  I  have  as  much' health 
and  cheerfulness  as  can  well  be  expected  at  my  age,  now 
eightjMhree.  Hitherto  this  long  life  has  bisen  tolerably  happy  | 
lo  tlmt  if  I  were  aUowed  to  live  it  over  again,  I  should  inak^ 
no  objection,  only  wishing  for  leave  to  do,  what  autbova  do  in 
a  second  edition  of  their  works^  correct  some  of  my  errata. 
Among  tiie  felicities  of  my  life  I  reckon  your  friendship,' 
whidi  I  shall  remember  with  pleasure  as  long  as  that  life' 
lasts ;  being  ever^  my  dear  friend,  yours  most  affectionaldy, 

B.  FlANKLIK. 

To  M18S  Cathbrinb  Louisa  Shipley.* 

On  the  death  of  her  father. 

Philadelphia,  April  VJ,  1789- 
It  is  only  a  few  days  since  the  kind  letter  of 
)ny  dear  young  friend,  dated  December  24^  came  to  my 


.'  A  daughter  of  the  bishop  of  Sli  Asaph. 
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kuids.  I  had  before  in  the  public  papers  met  with  the 
afflictii^  news  that  ktter  coDtaioed.  That  excellent  man 
has  then  left  ua ! — his  departure  is  a  loss  not  to  his  fiuni^ 
and  friends  only^  but  to  his  nation^  and  to  the  world:  for  he 
wis  intent  on  doing  good,  had  wisdom  to  devise  the  means, 
and  talents  to  promote  them.  His  sermon  before  die  Society, 
for  Propi^ting  the  Oospel,  and  **  hu  speechintenied  to  be 
spoken/''  are  proofs  of  his  ability  as  well  as  his  humamty. 
Hiid  his  counsdis  in  those  piebev  been  attended  to  by  the  mi- 
nisters, how  much  bloodshed  might  have  been  prevented,  and 
how  much  expense  anddisgrace  to  the  nation  avoided ! 
.'  Your  reflections  on  the  constant  calmness  and  composure 
attending  his  death  are  veiy  sensible.  Such  iiistances  aceai 
to  show^  that  the  good*  sometimes  enjoy  in  dying  a  foretaste 
cf  "die  happy  state  they  are  about  to  enter- 
According  to  the  course  of  years- 1  should  have  quitted  diis 
world  long  before  him  r  I  shall  however  not  be  long  in*  fol- 
lowing. I  am  now  in  my  eighty^fburth  year^  and  the  last 
year  has  considerably  enfeebled  me ;  so  that  1  hardly  expect 
to  remain  another.  You  will  then,  my  dear  friend,  considet 
Ihis'as  probably  the  last  line  to  be  received  from  me,  andtas 
a  taking  leave.  Present  my  best  and  most  sincere  respects  to 
your  .good  mother,  and  love  to  the  rest  of  the  family,  to  whom 
I  wish  all  -happiness ;  and  believe  me  to  be,  while  I  do  live^ 
yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Franxlin* 


To  THB  Rbv.  Dh.  Pkicev  * 

Reflections  on  life  and  ickaih. 

Philadelphia,  M(^  31,  lii^^ 

My  VE&Y  DEAB  FBIBKDy 

.  :  :  I  latiely  received  your  kiqd  letter^  endoiiiig 
one  from  Miss  Kitty  Shipley,  ioformiog  n^e  of  th^  KQP^ 
bishop's  decease^  which  afflicted  me  gready.  .,I4y  ^1^049 
drqp  off  one  after  another^  when  my  age. and ipfimiitieapce^ 
vent  my  making  new  ones ;  and  if  I  still  retained,  tb^  l^^cegr 
sary  activity  and  ability/ 1  hardly  see  among  the  existing 
generation  where  I  could  make  them  of  equal  goodness. .  ^ 
that  the  loiter  1  live  I  must  expect  to  be  the  more  wretched. 
As  we  draw  nearer  the  conclusion  of  life^  nature  funwjdie^ 
with.  i|[K)re  helps,  to  wean  us  from  it,  amopg  which  OK^e  of 
the  most  powerful  is  the  loss  of  dear  friends.  , ,;. 

.1  send  yeu  with  this  the  two  volumes  of.  our  timisact^s^ 
as  X^  foif;et  .whether  you  had  the  first  before.    Jf. ypif  )^a^ 
you  will  please,  to  give  this  to  the  French  ambassadoiy 
.  requesting  bis  conveyance  of  it  to  the  good  Duke  de  la 
Bochefoucault. 

My  best  wishes  attend  you ;  being  ever,  with  sincese  and 
great  esteenii  oiy  dear  friend,  yours  most  affectionately^ 

B.  Framkun. 

To  B.  Vauohan,  Esq. 

Relative  to  his  (Dr.  F.'s)  own  memoirs. 

Philadelphia,  June  3,  1789- 
My  dbarest  Friend, 

I  received  your  kind  letter  of  March  4,  aod 
wish  I  may  be  able  to  complete  what  you  so  earnestly  desire, 
the  memoirs  of  my  life.    But  of  late  I  am  so  interrupted 
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by  extreme  pain,  which  obliges  me  to  have  recourse  to 
opium^  that  between  the  effects  of  both,  I  have  but  little 
time  in  which  1  can  write  any  thing.  My  grandson  how- 
ever is  copying  what  is  dope,  which  will  be  sent  to  you  for 
your  opinion  by  the  next  vessel ;  and  not  merely  for  your 
advice ;  for  I  find  it  a  difficult  task  to  speak  decently  and 
properiy  of  one's  own  conduct;  and  I  feel  the  want  of  a 
judicious  friend  to  encourage  me  in  scratching  out 

I  have  condoled  sincerely  with  die  Bishop  of  St.  Asapb't 
family.  He  was  an  excellent  man.  Losing  bur  friendft  fbua 
one  by  one,  is  die  tax  we  pay  for  long  living ;  and  it  ik  indiwd 
jB  heavy  one  I 

I  have  not  seen  the  king  of  Prussia's^  posthumous  works  $ 
irfaat  you  mention  makes  me  desirous  to  have  diem.  Please 
to  mention  it  to  your  brother  l^liam,  and  that  I  request  be 
Would  add  them  to  the  books  I  have  desired  him  to  buy  for 
me* 

Our  new  government  is  now  in  train,  and  seems  to 
promise  well.  But  events  are  in  the  hand  of  God !  I  am 
ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  FilANKLlNk> 

.  To  Mr.  WBfGHT,  London. 
Slate  of  America — AboKtion  of  the  slave  trade. 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  4,  1789* 
Dear  Friend, 

I  received  your  kind  letter  of  July  the  dlst, 
which  gave  me  great  pleasure,  as  it  informed  me  of  the  wel- 
fare both  of  yourself  and  your  good  lady,  to  whom  please 
to  present  my  respects.  I  thank  you  for  die  episde  of  your 
yeaily  meeting,  and  for  the  card  <a  specimen  of  pritttii^) 
which  was  enclosed. 
We  have  now  had  one  session  of  congreM  whieb  was  coin 
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ducted  under  oar  new  constitution,  and  with  as  ranch  general 
•atisfaction  as  could  reasonably  be  expected.    I  wibb'^die 
struggle  in  France  may  end  as  happily  for  that   nation. 
We  are  now  in  the  full  enjoymoit  of  our  new  gtfvehimeBt 
for  eleven  of  the  states,  and  it  is  generally  thought  that  NoMb 
Carolina  is  about  to  join  it.    Bhode  Island  will  probably 
take  longer  time  for  consideration.    We  have  had  a  noift 
plentiful  year  for  the  fruits  of  die  earthy  and  our  peewit 
seem  to  be  recovering  hst  from  the  extravagance  and  idle 
habits  which  the  war  had  introduced  \  and  to  engage  serkmri^ 
in  the  contrary  habits  of  temperance,  frugality,  and  fatdnitrf, 
which  give  the  most  pleasing  prospect  of  future  nadonal 
felicity.    Your  mercbantsy  however,  are,  I  tfiink,  imprndettt 
in  crowding  in  upon  us  such  fifoantities  of  goods  for  adi 
here,  which  are  not  written  for  1^  ours,  and  are  beyond  Ait 
Acuities  of  this  oonntry  to  consume,  in  any  reasonable  tinM, 
Thb  surplus  of  goods  is  therefore  to  raise  present  UHMMf, 
sent  to  the  vendues,  or  auction-houses,  of  which  we  bav^  tUx 
or  seven  in  and  near  this  city,  where  diey  are  sold  freqaently 
for  less  than  prime  cost^  to  the  great  loss  of  the  indiscreet 
adventurers.    Our  newspapers  are  doubtless  to  be  seen  at 
your  co^Tee-houses  near  the  exchange:   in  their  advertise- 
ments you  may  observe  the  constancy  and  quantity  of  diis 
kind  of  sales,  as  well  as  die  quantity  of  goods  imported  by 
out  regtthur  traders.    I  see  in  your  English  newspapers  Ire* 
quent  mention  of  our  being  out  of  credit  with  you ;  to  us  it 
appears  thai  we  have  abundantly  too  much,  and  that  your 
e^^porting  meichaats  are  radier  out  of  their  sensea. 

I  wish  success  to  your  endeavon  for  obtaining  in  ab6- 
btion  of  the  dave  trade.  The  epistle  from  your  yearly 
lac^ting  for  the  year  1758,  was  not  the  Jirst  sowing  of  the 
good  seed  you  mention;  for  I  find  by  an  old  panpyet  in 
my  possession^  that  George  Keith^  near  aa  hundred  years 
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Bince,  vrrote  a  paper  against  the  practice^  said  to  be ''  given 
forth  by  the  appointment  of  the  mcietiiig  held  by  him,  at 
Philip  James's  house,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  about  thur 
year  1693 ;  '^  wherein  a  strict  charge  was  ^ven  to  friends, 
^*  diat  they  should  set  their  negroes  at  Kberty  after  some 
reasonable  time  of  service/'  &c.  8cc.    And  about  the  yea# 
1728,  or  29 f  I  myself  printed  a  book  for  Ralfrii  Sandyford, 
another  of  your  friends  in  this  city,  against  keeping  Degfoesi 
10  slavery;  two  editions  of  which  he  distributed  gratis.  And 
lAout  the  year  1736  I  prmted  another  book  on  thesaiae^ 
BUl^tfor  Benjamin  Lay,  who  also  professed  being  one  of' 
your  friends,  and  he  distributed  the  books  chiefly  amoiigf  '■ 
tb^m.     By  these  instances  it  appears  that  the  seed  was  iii^ 
ded  sown  in  the  good  gB6imd  of  your  profession,  (diough 
SQUch  earlier  than  the  time  you  mention)  and  its  springing  Up 
to  effect  at  last,  though  so  late,  is  some  confirmatibn  of 
Lord  Bacon's  observation,  that  c  good  motion  never  die^;' 
and  may  encourage  us  in  making  such ;  though  hopeless  Of 
tfieir  taking  immediate  effect. 

I  doubt  whether  I  shall  be  able  to  finish  my  memoirs,  and 
if  I  finish  them  whether  they  will  be  proper  for  publieattdii  ? 
you  seem  to  have  too  high  an  opinion  of  then,  and  to  expect 
too  much  from  them. 

I  think  you  are  right  in  preferring  a  mixed  form  of  goverv^  ■[ 
ment  for  your  countiy,  under  its  present  circomstances ;'  tad 
if  it  were  possible  for  you  to  reduce  the  enormous  salaries 
and  emoluments  of  great  offices  (which  are  at  bottdmdie  > 
source  of  your  violent  factions)  that  form  mi^t  be  coudvcted  • 
more  quietly  and  happily :  but  I  am  ajbaid-that  none  of  jovn- ' 
fiictions,  when  they  get  uppermost,  Mrill  ever  have  virtUis 
eaough  to  reduce  those  salaries  and  emoluments,  tartvrUt. 
rattier  choose  to  enjoy  them.    I  am,  my  dear  firieasl,  JK>iM 
very  affectionately,  B.  Feanklin, 
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To  Dr.  Rush. 

Requestif^  him  to  suppress  his  encomium  on  the  writer^  in 
one  of  his  discourses^  if  'published, 
^ddelphia, 
\without  date/$&  supposed  to  be  in  1789*} 

My  dear  Fribnd, 

During  oar  long  acquaintance  you  htvo 
shown  many  instances  of  your  regard  for  mei  yet  I  must  oow>.. 
desire  you  to  add  one  more  to  the  number^  which  is,  that  if 
you  publish  yaur  ingenious  discourse  on  the  moral  sense^  yon 
will  totally  omit  and  suppress  that  most  extravagant  eqcomium 
on  your  friend  Franklin,  which  hurt  me  exceedingly  in  tb^ 
unexpected  hearing,  and  will  mortify  me  beyond  conception^ 
if  it  should  appear  from  the  press.  Confiding  in  your  com* 
pliance  with  this  earnest  request,  I  am.  ever,  my  dear  friend, 
yours  most  affectionately,  B.  Franklin. 

To  Samuel  More,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir,  Philadelphia,  Nov.  5,  1789. 

I  received  your  favor  of  July  25,  but  had 
no  opportunity  of  showing  any  civility  to  the  bearer  whom 
yoa  mention  as  coming  under  the  auspices  of  WilHam  Frank- 
lin, Esq.  as  he  did  not  show  himself  to  me. 

I  am  obliged  by  your  kind  inquiries  after  my  health,  which 
is  still  tolerably  good,  die  stone  excepted ;  ny  constittttioa 
being  such  as,  if  it  were  not  for  that  malAdy,  might  have  held 
out  yet  some  years  longer. 

1  hope  the  fire  of  liberty,  which  yon  mention  as  spreading 
itself  over  Europe,  will  act  upon  the  ioestiroable  rights  of 
main,  fu  common  fire  does  upon  goM;  purify  without  destroy- 
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iog  them ;  so  that  a  lover  of  liberty  may  fiod  a  coimtry  in 
aoy  part  of  ChristeDdom ! 

I  see  with  pleasure  in  the  public  prints^  that  our  sodety ' 
is  still  kept  up  and  florishes.  I  was  an  early  member ;  for 
when  Mr.  Shipley  tent  me  a  list  of  the  subscribers,  thej 
were  but  seventy ;  and  Jtqiyb  I  had  no  expectation  then  of 
ever  going  to  England^  and  kcting  with  them^  I  sent  a  con- 
tribution of  twenty  guineas ;  in  consideration  of  which  the 
society  were  afterwards  pleased  to  consider  me  a  member* 

I  wish  tp  the  exertions  of  your  manufacturers,  who  are 
generally  excellent,  and  to  the  spirit  and  enterprise  of  your 
merchants,  who  are  famed  for  fair  and  honorable  dealing,  aH 
the  success  they  merit  in  promoting  the  prosperity  of  yomr 
country. 

I  am  glad  our  friend  Small  enjoys  so  much  health,  and  faii 
faculties  so  perfectly,  as  I  perceive  he  does  by  his  letftera. 
I  know  not  whether  he  is  yet  returned  from  his  visit  to  Scol» 
land,  and  therefore  give  you  the  trouble  of  the  enclosed.  My 
best  wishes  attend  you ;  being  ever,  dear  sir,  your  most  dbo- 
dient  servant,  B.  Fb a  n  x  Li  N. 

To  Mr.  Small. 

On  thep^or  laws — The  American  hn/alisti — The  French  OM^ 
English  governments. 

Dbar  Sir,  .  *    Fhilaidphia,  Nov.  5,  178£^ 

I  received  your  several  favors  of  April  ^18$ 
May  0,  and  June  2,  together  wilfa  the  manuscript  conceniing 
ventilation,  which  will  be  inserted  in  o«r  next  vcdume. 

I  h»ve  long  been  of  your  opinion,  Aat  your  legal  pfo» 
visiton  lor  the  poor  is  a  very  great  evil,  operating  aa.  it  does 

— ■ — ^— I  •  -    -  -  -I  I     I       I  I  ;    ■  ■ .  * — « f^ 

^  The  London  society  for  promoting  arts,  ikiamtfactures,  andeomr 
merce,  of  whioh  Mi,  More  was  secretary. 
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to  the  encouragement  of  idleness.  We  have  followiBd  yowt 
example^  and  begin  now  to  see  our  error ;  and  I  hope  shdl 
reform  it.  1  find  bj  your  letters  that  every  man  has  patience 
enough  to  bear  calmly  and  coolly  the  injuries  done  to  other 
people :  you  have  perfectly  forgiven  the  royalists,  and  yoa 
seem  to  wonder  that  we  should  still  retain  any  resentment 
mgainst  them  for  their  joining  with  the  savages  to  bum  our 
houses,  and  murder  and  scalp  our  friends^  our  wives,  tad 
our  children.  I  forget  who  it  was  that  said,  ^' we  are  com*' 
martded  to  forgive  our  enemies,  but  we  are  nowhere  com* 
manded  to  forgive  our  friends : "  certain  it  is,  however,  thfti 
atrocious  injuries  done  to  us  by  our  friends  are  natuhiliy 
more  deeply  resented  than  the  same  done  by  enemies;  They 
have  left  us  to  live  under  the  government  of  their  king  in 
England  and  Nova  Scotia.  We  do  not  miss  them,  nor  tHsh 
their  return  ;  nor  do  we  envy  diem  their  present  happiness.-^ 
The  accounts  you  give  me  of  the  great  prospects  you  liav^ 
respecting  your  manufactures,  agriculture,  and  commerce,  are 
pissing  to  me,  for  I  still  love  England  and  wish  it  prosperity* 
— You  tell  me  that  the  government  of  France  is  abundantly 
punished  for  its  treachery  to  England  in  assisting  us ;  you 
might  also  have  remarked  that  the  government  of  England  had 
been  puni^ed  for  its  treachery  to  France,  in  assisting  the  Corsi- 
cans,  and  in  seizing  her  ^hips  m  time  of  full  peace,  without 
any  previous  declaration  of  war.  I  believe  governments  are 
pretty  laear  equal  in  boBeaiy,  and  cannot  with  much  propriety 
praise  their  own  in  presence  to  that  of  their  neighbors. 

You  do  me  too  moch  honor  is  naming'me  with  Timdleon. 
I  am  like  him  only  in  retiring  from  my  public  hrbors ; 
which  indeed  my  stone^  and  other  iaftrmitMs  of  a^,  Ixkvi 
made  indispensably  neoesaary. 

I  hope  you  are  by  this  time  returned  from^yMr  virit  to 

VOL.   I.  B 
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jour  native  country,  and  that  the  journey  has  given  a  firmer 
GonaicteQce  to  your  healdi* 

Mr.  Penn's  property  in  this  country,  \vhich  yon  incpure 

about,  ia  stiQ  immensely  great;  and  I  understand  he  has 

>eceived  ample  compensation  in  England  for  the  part  he  IiM. 

I  think  you  have. made  a  happy  choice  of  rural  amuse- 
ments: the  protection  of  the  bees,  and  the  destructioii  of 
■the  hop  insect.  I  u'ish  success  ta  your  experiments,  and 
shall  be  glad  to  hear  the  result.  Your  theory  of  insects  ap- 
pears the  most  ingenious  and  plauuble  of  any  that  have 
hitherto  been  proposed  by  philosophers. 

Our  new  constitution  is  novr  established  with  ehven  states, 
•  and  the  accession  of  a  twelfth  is  soon  expected.  We  have 
had  one  session  of  congress  under  it,  which  was  conducted 
vfith  remarkable  prudence,  and  a  good  deal  of  unanimity. 
Onr- late  harvests  were  plentiful,  and' our  produce  still 
fetches  a  good  price,  through  an  abundant  foreign  demand, 
ai)d  the  florishing  state  of  pur  commerce.  I  am  ever^  (by 
dear  friend,  yours  most  affectionately,      .  B.  Franklih. 

■"  '  To  Mr.  Le  Roy,  ofParis.* 

On  the  Affairs  of  I*rance. 

PhiladelpJiia^  Kov.  13,  1,789. 
.    .  ^13  now  more  than  a  year  since  I  have  heard 

fi;Qni  my  dear  friend  Le  Roy.  What  can  be  the  reason? 
Are  you  still  living?  or  have  the  mob  of  Pads  npataken 
the  head  of  a  monopoliser  of  knowledge  for  a  moiioppliaer 
of  -com,  and  paraded  it  about  the  streets  upon  a  pole  ? 
^  Great  part  of  the  news  we  have  bad  from  Paris,  for  Q^ar 
41  year  past,  has  bceu^  very  afBicting..  I  sincea-ely  \vi8)ifand 
pray  it  may  all  cud  wel)  and  happy,  both  for  the  kiii9.,«^,the 
nation.    The  voice  o{  fihilosqphif  I  apprehen(),|C9n  .b.ar4Iy 

^  A  tnember  of  the'Frci[k)]  Academy  Qf  SdMices; 
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be  heard  among  those  tumults.  If  any  tfahig  material  in  that 
way  had  occurred,  I  am  persuaded  you  ^oukL  ixive  a<y 
quainted  me  with  it.  However,  pray  let  me  hear  from.y^u  a 
little  oftener;  for  though  the  distance  ia  great,,  and  ■  tiie 
means  of  conveying  letters  not  very  regular,  a  year's. siknee 
between  friends  must  needs  give  uneasiness. 

Our  new  constitution  is  now  established,  and  has  axi  ap- 
pearance that  promises  permanency:  but  in  this  ivorid 
nothing  can  be  said  to  be  certain,  except  death  and  taseal  . 

My  health  conUnues.  much  as  it  has  been  for  some  time, 
except  that  I  grow  thinner,  and  weaker ;  so  that  I  cannot 
expect  to  hold  out  much  longer. 

My  respects  to  your  good  brother,  and  to  our  frienda  of 
tlie  academy,  which  always  has  my  best  wishes  for  its  pros- 
perity and  glory.  Adieu,  my  dear  friend,  and  believe  me 
ever  youry  most  affectionately,  B*  Frankjuixv 

To  David  Hartley,  Esq. 

Convulsions  in  France — Friendship  between  Great  Britain 

and  her  ancient  colonies. 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  4,  1789. 

My  very  Dear  Friend, 

I  received  your  favor  of  August  last.  Your 
kind  condolences,  on  the  painful  state  of  my  health,  are  very 
obliging.  I  am  thankful  to  God,  however,  that  among  the 
numerous  ills  human  life  is  subject  to,  one  only  of  any  im- 
portance is  fallen  to  my  lot ;  and  that  so  late  as  almost  to 
insure  that  it  can  be  but  of  short  duration. 

The  convulsions  in  France  are  attended  with  some  disa- 
greeable circumstances ;  but  if  by  the  struggle  she  obtains 
and  secures  for  die  nation  its  future  liberty,  and  a  good  con* 
stitution,  a  few  years'  enjoyment  of  those  blessings  will  athptjr 
repair  all  the  damages  their  acquisition  may  have  occasioned. 
God  grant  that  not  only  the  love  of  liberty,  but  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  rights^  man,  may  pervade  all  the  nations 
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/of  the  earth,  so  that  a  philosopher  may  set  his  foot  any- 
where on  its  surface^  and  say,  this  is  my  country  i—Yqur 
wishes  for  a  cordial  and  perpetual  friendship  between  Britain 
fud  her  ancient  colonies,  are  manifested  continually  in  every 
ime  of  your  letters  to  me ;  something  of  my  dispoaition  on 
the  same  subject  may  appear  to  you  in  casting  your  eye  ovei 
the  enclosed  paper.'  I  do  not  by  this  opportunity  send  you 
any  of  our  gazettes ;  because  the  postage  from  Liferpool 
would  be  more  than  they  are  worth.  I  can  now  only  add 
my  best  wishes  of  every  kind  of  felicity  for  the  three  amiable 
Hartleys,  to  whom  I  have  the  honor  of  being  an  affectionate 
friend  and  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

B.Franklin. 

To  Mrs.  Mecom,  at  Boston. 

Baron  Trench's  history — Sacred  music. 

Dear  Sister,  Philadelphia,  Dec.  17,  1789. 

You  tell  me  you  are  desired  by  an  acquaint- 
ance to  ask  my  opinion  whether  the  general  circumstances 
mentioned  in  the  history  of  Baron  Trenck  are  founded  in 
fact  ?  to  which  I  can  only  answer,  that  of  the  greatest  part 
of  those  circumstances,  the  scene  being  laid  in  Germany,  I 
must  consequently  be  very  ignorant ;  but  of  what  he  says, 
as  having  passed  in  France,  between  the  ministers  of  that 
coontry,  liimself,  and  me,  I  can  speak  positively  diat  it  ig 
founded  in  falsehood,  and  that  the  fact  can  only  serve  td 
confound,  as  I  never  saw  him  in  that  country,  nor  ever  knew 
or  heard  of  him  anywhere,  till  I  met  with  the  above-men** 
tioned  history  in  print,  in  the  German  language,  in  which  he 
ventured  to  relate  it  as  a  fact,  that  I  had,  with  those  minia- 
ten,  solicited  him  to  enter  into  the  American  service.  A 
translation  of  that  book  into  French  has  since  been  printed; 
bttttiie  translator  has  omitted  that  pretended  fac^  probably 

I  Uncertain  wi^itpayer. 
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from  an  apprehension  that  its  being  in  that  country  kno#a 
uQt  to  be  true,  might  hurt  the  credit  and  sale  of  the  translation. 
I  thank  you  for  the  sermon  on  sacred  music  ;  I  have  read 
it  with  pleasure.  I  think  it  a  very  ingenious  composition. 
You  will  say  this  is  natural  enough,  if  you  read  what  I  have 
formerly  written  on  the  same  subject  in  one  of  my  printed 
letters,  wherein  you  will  find  a  perfect  agreement  of  senti- 
ment respecting  the  complex  music,  of  late,  in  my  opinion^ 
too  much  in  vggue ;  it  being  only  pleasing  to  learned  evtiy 
who  can  be  delighted  with  the  difficulty  of  execution  instead 
of  harmony  and  melody.     Your  affectionate  brother, 

B.  Franklin. 

To  Noah  Webster,  Esq. 

On  the  English  language — Improper  use  of  certain  words 
in  Am^ica — Universality  of  the  Fretich  language'^ 
Improvements  in  printing  recommefuled. 

Dear  Sir,  Philadelphia,  Dec.  26,  1789. 

I  received  some  time  since  your  **  Disseita^ 
tions  OH  the  English  Language  J'  The  book  was  not  accooH 
panied  by  any  letter  or  message,  informing  me  to  whom  I  am 
obliged  for  it ;  but  I  suppose  it  is  to  yourself.  It  is  an  ex-, 
cellent  work,  and  will  be  greatly  useful  in  turning  the  thoughts 
of  our  countrymen  to  correct  writing.  Please  to  accept  my 
thanks  for  the  great  honor  you  have  done  me  in  its  dedication. 
I  ought  to  have  made  this  acknowledgment  sooner,  but  mucb 
indisposition  prevented  me. 

I  cannot  but  applaud  your  zeal  for  preserving  the  purity  of 
our  language,  both  in  its  expressions  and  pronunciation,  and 
in  correcting  die  popular  errors  several  of  our  states  are  coOf 
tinually  falling  into  with  respect  to  both.  Give  me  leave  to 
mention  some  of  them,  though  possibly  they  may  have 
already  occnrred  to  you.  I  wish  however  in  some  future 
publication  of  yours  you  would  set  a  discountenancing  mark 
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upon  them.  The  first  I  remember  is  the  word  improvj/B^ 
IVben  I  left  New  England  in  the  year  1723^  this  word  had 
pever  been  used  among  us  as  far  as  I  know,  but  in  the  sense 
of  ameliorated^  or  made  better,  except  once  in  a  very  old 
book  of  Dr.  Mather's,  intitled  "  Remarkable  Pr^videncetJ^ 
As  that  eminent  man  wrote  a  very  obscure  hand,  I  remem- 
ber tliat  ^hen  I  read  that  word  in  his  book,  instead  of ^  the 
vord  imploi/edf  I  conjectured  it  was  an  error  of  the  printer, 
M'ho  bad  mistaken  a  too  short  /  in  the  writing  for  an  r,  and 
a  y  with  too  short  a  tail  for  b.  v;  whereby  implo^d  was 
converted  into  improved.  But  when  I  returned  to  Boston 
in  1733,  I  found  this  change  had  obtained  favor,  and  was 
then  become  common  ;  for  I  met  with  it  often  in  perusing 
the  newspapers,  where  it  frequently  made  an  appearance 
rather  ridiculous.  Such,  for  instance,  as  the  advertisement  of 
a  country-bouse  to  be  sold,  which  had  been  nwiy  years 
improved  as  a  tavern;  and  in  the  character  of  a  deceased 
country-gentleman,  that  he  had  been  for  more  than  thirty 
years  improved  as  a  justice  of  the  peace.  This  use  of  the 
word  improved  is  peculiar  to  New  England,  and^not  to 
be  met  with  among  any  other  speakers  of  English,  either  .011 
this  or  the  other  side  of  the  water.^ 

During  my  late  absence  in  France,  I  find  that  several  other 
new  words   have   been  introduced  into   our  parliamentary 

*  To  IMPROVE,  to  ocaipy,  make  use  of,  employ.  This  word  in  the 
firtt  s^nse,  is  in  constant  use  in  all  parts  of  New  Englaud  :  but  in 

the  second  sense  (when  applied  to  persom,  as  in  the  following  example,) 
.it  is  not  so  common  :  '*  In  actions  of  trespass  against  s^everal  defen- 
dants, the  plaintiff  may,  after  issue  is  closed,  strike  out  any-  qf  them 
•for  the  purpose  of  improvini^  them  as  witnesses.*'  SwifVs  System  of 
the  Lawi  of  Counecticut,  vol.  ii.  p.  238.  [Pickering^s  Vocabuhry  of 
.  Wordi  peculiar  to  the  United  States  qf  America.  Boston,  1816.] 

*  According  to  Pickeaiko^  this  word  mriiovs  was  uscd,in  some 
parts  of  New  England  belore  Mathers  tim?,  though  possibly  not  iu 
Boston.  ,^.r 
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language ;  for  example^  I  find  a  verb  formed  from' the  siib* 
stantive  wo/ice.  I  should  not  havf;  noticed  this  were  ft 
not  that  the  gentleman,  iic*  Also  another  verb  from  the 
substantive  acfrocafe;  the  gentleman  who  advocates  or  Im 
ADVOCATED  that  motton,  See*  Another  from  the  sub- 
stantive progress,  the  most  awkward  and  abominable  of  the 
three;  the  committee  having  progressed,^  resolved ioadr 
journ,  Tlie  word  opposed,  though  not  a  new  word,  1  'firtd 
used  in  a  new  manner,  as,  the  gentlemen  who  are  opif'dsilb 

^'  '         ■''  ...M.  ■■      1.11      ■       ■■«■«■■  •        «■     L 

*  This  is  not  an  Americanivn :  it  is  a  modem  word,  and  i»  not  ta 
Johnson's  dictionary.  Moion  says,  it  is  <<  a  word  imporM'iuto 
English  conversation  from  Ireland  ;*'  butjtis  now  used  in  England, 
both  in  conversation  and  in  writing :  *'  This  work,  which  we  reajly 
thought  we  had  noticed  long  ago."  Britiih  Vritic,  vol.  xxxiv.  p.  537. 
•*  The  fourth^  which  we  lately  noticed^  &c.''  vol.  xxxv.  p.  18.     "    •    ' 

It  is  uHbe  found  in  A8he*s  English  Dictionary,  where  it  is  sHid  to<be 
^  not  much  used  :*'  but  that  work  was  published  forty  years  ago,    :  -  - 

Noticeable  is  considered  as  another  Americanism,  ''.The,  jcnopn's 
lixub  exhibited  very  little  of  that  rough  or  serrated  a[)pearance,  which 
was  so  noticeable  in  1806.''  Memoirs  of  the  American  Acad.  vol,,  iiil  p. 
348.  Mr.  Webster  has  admitted  it  into  his  dictionary ;  bift  itte  not 
in  the  English  ones.    [Pickering^ t  Vocabulary,']  •   .■•.•'r: 

^  This  verb  was  used  by  Miltony  (see  Todd-s  efdition  of  Joh Bum's 
dictionary,)  and  also  by  Burke  in  one  of  his  speeches  in  X76p.  It 
has  since  been  generally  adopted  in  England,  and  frequently  <jrop)py.ed 
in  the  British  parliament.  The  substantive  auaixioh,  is.  also  some- 
times  used  as  a  verb';  as  I  now  only  ambition  repose,  &e/ 

3  This  is  an  obsolete  English  word,  but  which  was  never  he^'dT'in 
America  before  the  revolution.  It  has  had  an  extraordinary  eurreidcy 
there  (ot  the  last  thirty  years,  notwithstanding  it  has  been  rohdemhed 
by  thj'Scst  English  and  American  writers.  It  is  true  that  «ome  au- 
thorities may  be  found  for  it;  and  it  is  accordingly  in  Johnson's  Kid 
other  dictionaries;  but  Johnson  has  noted  it  as  ^' not  vsid.^'  It 
seems  also  that  the  accent  was  formerly  placed  on  the  Jirst  sylliifclc, 
and  not  (as  the  Americans  pronounce  it)  on  the /ai/. 

^  Let  me  wipe  off  this  honorable  dew,  -    x  ■ 
Tidtt  silverly  doth  prigreu  on  thy  cheeks.''  ^ 

[Pichering's  VocakiltuyJl 
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tQ  this  measure.;— to  which  I  have  also  myself  always  been 
OPPOSED. *  If  you  should  happen  to  be  of  my  opinion^  with 
respect  to  these  iuaovatioas,  you  will  use  your  authority  ia 
reprobating  them.^ 

The  Latin  language^  long  the  vehicle  used  in  distributiiig 
knowledge  among  the  different  nations  of  Europe,  is  daily 
more  and  more  neglected;  and  one  of  the  modem  tongaea, 
viz.  the  French,  seems  in  point  of  universality  to  have  sup*- 
plied  its  place:  it  is  spoken  in  all  the  courts  of  £urope; 
and  most  of  the  literati,  those  even  who  do  not  speak  it,  have 
acquired  knowledge  enough  of  it  to  enable  them  easily  to 
read  the  books  that  are  written  in  it.  This  gives  a  consider* 
able  advantage  to  that  nation  :  it  enables  its  authors  to  ineul* 
cate  and  spread  throughout  other  nations  such  sentiments  and 
opinions  on  important  points  as  are  most  conducive  to  its 
interests,  or  which  may  contribute  to  its  reputatios.by  pro- 
moting  the  common  interests  of  mankind.  It  is  perhaps 
owing  to  its  being  written  in  French,  that  Voltaire's  Treatise 
on  Toleration  has  had  so  sudden  and  so  great  an  effect  ou 
the  bigotry  of  Europe  as  almost  entirely  to  disarm  it.  The 
general  use  of  the  French  language  has  likewise  a  very  ad- 
vantageous effect  on  the  profits  of  the  bookselling  branch  of 
conunerce,  it  being  well  known  that  the  more  copies  can  be 
sold  that  are  struck  off  from  one  compoution  of  types,  the 
profits  increase  in  a  much  greater  proportion  than  they  do  in  •: 
making  a  great  number  of  pieces  in  any  other  kind  of  manu- 
facture. And  at  present  there  is  no  capital  town  in  Europe 
without  a  French  bookseller's  shop  corresponding  with  Paris. 

■  Sometimes  used  by  Englishmen :  "  To  which  Mr.  Overton  u  as 
muck  oppoud  as  he  is  himself.''    [ChrUtian  Observer,  vol.  iii.  p.  009.] 

*.  Several  other  words,  or  the  sense  in  which  they  are  used,  might 
be  mentioned  as  peculiar  to  the  United  States  of  America :  such  as^ 
To  campromit,  (to  commit,  expose,  hazard.)  To  conflagrate,  (to  set 
fire  to.)  Episcopalians,  (riiemher»  of  the  church  of  Bagland.)  Jn- 
fluential,  (having  influence.)  Lengthy,  (proHx,  ptUmid|  diflbae.) 
To  touite,  (to  place,  to  survey .)-«Cimi  mukis  stGHs^   j  ^' 
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Our  Engiisfa  bids  fair  to  obtain  the  second  place.  The 
great  body  of  excellent  printed  sermons  in  our  loi^agei 
and  the  freedom  of  our  writings  on  political  subjects^  hive 
induced  a  number  of  divines  of  different  sects  and  natioBii 
as  well  as  gentlemen  concerned  in  public  affairs^  to  study  it; 
so  far  at  least  as  to  read  it.  And  if  we  were  to  endeaTor  the 
facilitating  its  progress^  the  study  of  our  tongue  might  b^ 
come  much  more  general.  Those  who  have  employed  some 
parts  of  their  time  in  learning  a  new  language^  have  fre* 
quently  observed,  that  while  their  acquaintance  with  it  was 
imperfect,  difficulties  small  in  themselves,  operated  as  great 
ones  in  obstructing  their  progress.  A  book,  for  example,  ill 
printed^  or  a  pronunciation  in  speaking,  not  well  articulated, 
would  render  a  sentence  unintelligible ;  which  from  a  dear 
print,  or  a  distinct  speaker,  would  have  been  immediately  com* 
prehended.  If  therefore  we  would  have  the  benefit  of  sec^ 
ing  our  language  more  generally  known  among  mankind,  we 
should  endeavm*  to  remove  all  the  difficulties,  however 
small,  that  discourage  the  learning  it.  But  1  am  sorry  to 
observe  that  of  late  years  those  difficulties,  instead  of  being 
diminished,  have  been  augmented.  In  examining  the  Engliak 
books  that  were  printed  between  the  Restoration  and  the  ac* 
cession  of  George  the  Second,  we  may  observe,  that  all  sub^ 
stantives  .were  begun  with  a  capital,  in  which  we  imitated 
our  mother-tongue  the  German  ;  this  was  more  particularly 
useful  to  those  who  were  not  well  acquainted  with  die 
English;  there  being  such  a  prodigious  number  of  our 
words  that  are  both  verbs  and  substantitesj  and  spelt  in  the 
same  manner,  though  often  accented  differently  in  the  pro- 
nunciation. This  method  has,  by  the  fancy  of  printers,  of 
late  years  been  laid  aside,  from  an  idea  that  suppressing  die 
capitals  shows  the  character  to  greater  advantage  ;  those  Iet<- 
ters  prominent  above  the  line  disturbing  its  even  regular  ap- 
pearance. TW:fiffect  of  this  change  is  so  considerable,  diat 
a  learned  man  of  France,  who  used  to  read  our  books,dioiigb 
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not  perfectly  acquainted  with  our  language,  in  conversation 
with  me  on  the  subject  of  our  authors,  attributed  the  greater 
obscurity  he  found  in  our  modern  books,  compared  with 
those  of  the  period  above-mentioned,  to  change  of  style  for 
the  worse  in  our  writers;  of  which  mistake  I  convinced  him 
by  marking  for  him  each  substantive  with  a  capital  in  a  para- 
graph, which  he  then  easily  understood,  though  before,  he 
could  not  comprehend  it.  This  shows  tlie  inconvenience  of 
fliat  pretended  improvement.  From  the  same  fondness  for 
M  even  and  uniform  appearance  of  characters  in  the  line,  the 
printers  have  of  late  banished  also  the  italic  types,  in  whicb 
words  of  importance  to  be  attended  to  in  the  sense  of  the 
sentence,  and  words  on  which  an  emphasis  should  be  put  in 
reading,  used  to  be  printed.  And  lately  another  fancy  has 
induced  some  printers  to  use  the  short  round  5  instead  of 
4he  long  one,  which  formerly  served  well  to  distingnish 
a  word  readily  by  its  varied  appearance.  Certainly .  the 
omitting  this  prominent  letter  makes  the  line  appear  more 
even ;  but  renders  it  less  immediately  legible,  as  the 
paring  all  men's  noses  might  smooth  and  level  their  face,  but 
would  render  their  physiognomies  less^  distinguishable.  Add 
.  ta  all  these  improvements  backwards,  another,  modern  fancy 
thai  grey  printing  is  more  beautiful  than  black ;  hence  the 
English  new  books  are  printed  in  so  dim  a  character  as  to  be 
lead  with  difficulty  by  old  eyes,  unless  in  a  very  strong  light 
and  with  good  glasses.  Whoever  compares  a  volume  of  the 
Greiitleman's  Magazine,  printed  between  the  years  173)  and 
1740,  with  one  of  those  printed  in  tlie  last  ten  years,  will 
be  convinced  of  the  much  greater -degree  of  perspicuity 
given  by  black  ink  than  by  grey.  Lorxl  Chestcifiekl  pleas< 
•ntiy  remarked  this  difference  to  Faulkeuer,  the  printer  of 
the  Dublin  Journal,  who  was  vainly  makiug  encomiums  on 
bis  pwii  paperj  as^the  mosVcompletepf  .^l)||,i%■jLhe^^vQrl4r--- 
<^  but^  Mr.  FauUcen^/^  aud  my  I^rd,  \\J^^S9^4^h^it 
might  be  still  further  improved  by  using  paper  and  ink  not 
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Iwt  wiBk  thaioikif  Amiri0itt^iit«ri'>#C»^  j 

«voi<ttlMi»  fencM  npprgfinenl»y  aad  'thereby  leillltHriil 
vroriU  teofe  <grcettble  to  fa0%mf ■  inr  ihimit»f  lo«^  Am  ynO 
•dtMltgeff  oiir  beoksetliiig  <owm<ioghi*>  li Js^*  f«K»w aiU 

•  Euitber^.^to  be  «itm.  weMhi^<^t4htimtnlultig^^ 

^yiddki^ct  primiog,  let  w  eoatid^r  Ae^eswitawwi  itt  idiai# 

in  lewliiq;  weH  aloud  to  an  fcttdit<»yi;-«^lii^e»^iiigr<M  mf$- 

{MMsrally  diides  forward  Ihrie  or  four  wowb  ^befaare tlftrrw  tiJi 

if  ttte  aigbt  eleariy  diitiiqgBisbes^  whatjtbe:  comiiig:' 

it  gnrei  tiitio  to  <MNler  lbe^«iodiiktk»Q/of  the  toiee/^ 

tbem  properly.    But  If  they  4ire  obscfurely  pnnit^  ori^im 

guMd/by  ontti^  Ibe  capitals  and  long  t\  or  otbiNlM^ 

tbereader  b  apt  to  modokile  wroi^tNBod  finding  be  bp^^^dMa 

aOi'M  obliged  to  go  back  and  b^m  the  aeottoeo  agaioi^bilib 

leneoi  -Ae  {rfeaettre  of  the  hearM.    l%i»  leada  ImUk^W  fi^ 

^tion^an  eld  error  iki  oar  mode  ofprietiDg.     We  ale  eenatblB^ 

""ibat  ivben  a  qsestAM  is  met  widi  in  readings  tker^fa^pM^ 

^^ariadoB  to-be  used  mikt maaageeaent of  thut||tLU>>*'^We 

^Imve therefore^  pobreilksdrainleitegalii^  w§tiki'j»^^ 

M^^tkntii  ifi  osde^to^'disADgfdsh  it    fiUtlids-i^dbtoldly 

v^'ifed  attts  end^'to  that  dte  read«nr  doaa  tto|L4ii8t^r^<:ftiriIl 

<^Ms^fiM<^be%ii^vM»ttglymodahted  >bU  ia^t|Kiiftl« 

<^bR|^  |i»»  beilinr' i^i^  the  setitaHice.^  Ta^pmmttiiM^ 

^'iSpattiib  jpridtey»,  iM«0  ieasiWjr,  |daeeL«ii  intaneogatioa  Ifciha 

b^nif^  Hi  ^afril  10'  at  tte  ebd  qf<i»^a8dofig  JfiKeJiaira 

-  inodier  enolr  W  ttd'satto  titii  'm  priiitmji  ipiay^^iniiMto 

sbmejAihg  idMstt'eldJaHi  Ibat'^ is  ^makfcrfd  as  spokea^C^liiCi. 

Butffid^irdM aiMf is  j^ieed si 4me^otihe§piibAi vrtrin 

itougiit'ltbr'j^Mi^lt^  a^  tO'^tbe^elKtei^  4m^ 

^  loAiy'^vtt^  Jda*  "WAda^  aeluntNuglji^    Tbe  fmiaSm  C(f^matp 

M  niy^lhiaMiftK .  4>*fti.  itymfiihliiiy^in^iiiti  He^ 
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serves  the  attention  of  authors  and  printers  to  makeit  tfs 
ptensing  as  possible,  both  to  the  reader  and  hearers. 

After  these  general  observations,  permit  me  to  make  one 
that  I  imagine  may  regard  your  interest.  It  is  that  yoUr 
spelling-book  is  miserably  printed  here,  so  as  in  many  pkceai 
to  be  scarcely  legible,  and  on  wretched  paper.  If  this  is 
not  attended  to,  and  the  new  one  lately  advertised  as  coniini^ 
out  should  be  preferable  in  these  respects,  it  may  hurt  the 
future  sale  of  yours. 

I  congratulate  you  on  your  marriage,  of  which  the  news- 
papers inform  me.  My  best  wishes  attend  you ;  being  witb 
sincere  esteem,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humbk 
servant,  B.  Fsanklin. 

To  Dr.  Franklin. 
In  answer  to  the  foregoing. 

Sir,  Hartford,  April  15, 1790. 

Your  polite  and  flattering  letter  of  the  S6th  of 
December,  1789^  came  by  the  way  of  Boston,  and  did  not 
reach  me  till  yesterday.    Accept  my  respectful  acknowledg- 
ments, sir,  for  the  honor  of  the  communication,  as  well  aa 
for  the  very  useful  and  important  remarks  it  contains,  upoa-^ 
what  are  called  improvements  in  our  language.     If  you  have 
no  objection,  sir,  I  could  wish  to  publish  the  letter  for  the  '  ^ 
benefit  of  my  countrymen;  and,  agreeable  to  your  request  ' 
I  will,  as  time  and  opportunity  shall  offer,  make  additionaf* 
remarks  on  this  subject. 

Your  observations  on  the  use  of  the  words  improve^ 
notice,  advocate,  progress,  have  occurred  to  me  often. 
Improve,  in  the  sense  of  employ,  UH,  occupy,  has  found  ha 
way  into  the  statutes  of  Coimecticnt,  and  is  constantly  used 
by  our  inaccurate  speakers  and  writers.  Notice  and  advoctttef. 
as  verbs,  are  modem ;  but  they  are  foraied  froih  the  tiottiiS^- 
agreeable  to  the  idiom  and  principtiM  of  lkB*htl(giatif^i  '7b  '• 
fear,  to  hve,  to  Horn,  to  iteek^  and  kalf  M^teAa  Hi  tKk^ 
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thrts.  S—  tkmhtgmmoff^  my  JimHk  MmHniiott,  Jt9mi% 
the  €oo»tnitrii»  tf  tQcfa  wordv  ii  n  mi— I  to  uitiitilMwii 
ppwimptoi^  mi  iiwi  diMgPMilil»toftlMi«My  |:tedbilli# 
ftr  ite4jlBiMrioBt  ire  tote diirmn»inMMtri,  Bm mUl^m 
sp«el  t«r  progimi,  Ifaen  ippMrt  to  W  pq  toon  te  iMbl^ 
Sow,  to  form  it  into  n  verli^  it  jm  meemmrj  to  dwn^'^Aii 
•CMPtif  Ao  word;  ifid  lagite.witkyoii,  mri  id  prMtoOM^ 
ciog  it  ^' awkwttd  attd  dbominaUe.''  •      "  ^^* 

If  I  ttDcbmiiid  your  mnaiis  on  the  word  iippOM^y^w 
olQictMNiify  tto  the  word  it  mad  io  >  ^gwitgaiaiey  ttlllMii! 
of  M  acimi  the  gMthmeA  wh»  ilre  qppmed  to'die^WWtH" 
•ure^  iDstetd  of,  tbe  geotlemen  «Ao  oppose  it.    Thia  il''f«f¥ 
tatnly  iBaccuiate. 

In  joqr  remarks  cm  prinimg  I  heartily,  eonoiir.    I  cooM 
wish  to  aee  M/i^  always  praferred  to  tmogtnery  wodm^0$h  ' 
iical  ormmeniSj  especially  ie  an  art  of  sa  much  consequence 
as  tfiat  <4uprinti9ig.   That  my  apeUiog^hook  is  hirBiitilW>l4l 
in  ^PfaOadajipbiaj  I  lamspsti^  and .  ahali  trjF.  to  wmfdj^lM  mk\- 
tome  timein thecomntt q(,Jimfmf,  whin  l«x|iiet  1^  tMiMn 
l>ilarWlphin     But!  see  jdii  Irish  tntmeat.wiibotin  iiim\ 
of  Mr*  JSarpT's;  end  in  this  pveforenea^  some  piUfrtmmfJJlDki 
A  pmmei  pfqpdioas  agamst  me^  contracted  while  J  imi:Mrf 
immskmjtk.l7«lr  wiU  peifaaie  ktm  some  iiANMMi^f 
Wfth  a  srcat  aHtobfr?of  fssp  good  «a9ii.  tof  onpimiliBiiitto/  • 
^AeW&n^jt promweiatioD  witt  he  a anffimaf^groiynA^ n|[f ft»j r 
sition  tomtfi.  s^StiUi  I  |iope  to  doMme  food  kSimr  pi^^ 
cationa,  on  (angn^f^  idtfioiighl  OKpMt  i^  will  he  amilU*;  A 
have  now.  tiim^  ^m  V^fmmy  "Vluib  I  kdd  Mdf^*^ 
seveaoce^jnm^  and  nmsl  .ii|diii|Nr  toi9peir,lhetcJk>ipkfr 
el-  time  hy.  d»nhle  iapidnity^,  . ,-  y-^:,  ^ .  ■■  ;*  ., .» •.«, ..:  .,f:^t\  i:*o  tftJ 

Bachi,   IwptywriBanwBtWB  Mil  ■inwrini'fer  yont 


i»< 
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inpn  8ake>  as  well  as  on  account  of  my  country,  which  feels 
grateful  for  your  servicer,  and  wishes  still  to  reap  the  ripened 
fruit  of  your  experience,  observations,  and  talents. 

I  am,  sir,  with  gratitude  and  respect,  your  obliged  and 
obedient  humble  servant,  Noah  Wxb3T£R,  Jvs. 

Letter  from  Dr.  Stiles,  President  op  Yale 

College,  &c.  to  Dr.  Franklin. 

Requesting  his  portrait  for  Yale  College,  and  wishing  to  be 

made  acquainted  with  his  religious  sentiments. 

Sir,  Yale  College,  Jan.  28,  1790. 

We  have  lately  received  Governor  Yale's  portrril 
from  his  family  in  London,  and  deposited  it  in  the  college 
library,  where  is  also  deposited  one  of  Governor  SalConttall's. 
I  have  long  wished  that  we  might  be  likewise  honored  with 
that  of  Dr.  Franklin.  In  the  course  of  your  long  life  you 
may  probably  have  become  possessed  of  several  portraits  of 
yourself.  Shall  I  take  too  great  a  liberty  in  humbly  asking 
a  donation  of  one  of  them  to  Yale  College  i  You  obliged 
mewith  a  mezzotinto  picture  of  yourself  many  years  ago, 
which  t  often  view  with  pleasure.  But  the  canvass  is  more 
permanent.  ^We  wish  to  be  posseted  of  the  durable  resem* 
blance  of  the  American  patriot  and  philosopher.  You  have 
merited  and  received  all  the  honors  of  the  republic  of  let- 
ters ;  and  are  going  to  a  world  where  all  sublunary  gloriies 
will  be  lost  in  the  glories  of  immortality.  Should  you  shitte 
throughout  the  intellectual  and  stellary  universe,  with  the 
eminence  and  distinguished  lustre  with  which  you  have  ap« 
peai-ed  in  this  little  detached  part  of  the  creation,  you  would 
be  what  I  most  fervently  wish  to  you,  sir,  whatever  may  be 
fiiy  fate  in  eternity.  The  grand  climacteric  in  which  I  now 
am,  reminds  me  of  the  interesting  scenes  of  futurity.  You 
know,  sir,  that  I  am  a  Christian,  and  would  to  heaven  all 
others  were  such  as  I  am>  except  my  imperfections,  and  defi- 
ciencies of  moral  character!  As  much  as  I.'know.  of  Dr. 
Frankliu;  1  have  not  an  idea  of  his  religious  sentiments.    I 
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viis^i  to  know  the. opinion  of  my  venerable  friend  concerning 
•Jesus  of  Na;iareth.  He  will  not  impute  this  to  wp^f- 
tvieuce  or  improper  curiosity  in  one,  wiio  for  so  many  yoais 
has  continued  to  love,  estimate,  and  reverence  bis  abilities 
and  literary  cliaracter,  with  an  ardor  and  affection  bordering 
on  adoration.  If  I  have  said  too  mucb,  let  the  request  be 
blotted  out,  and  be  no  more  ;  and  yet  I  shall  never  cease  to 
wish  you  that  happy  immortality  which  I  believe  Jesus  alone 
has  purchased  for  the  virtuous  and  truly  good  of  every  reli- 
gious denomination  in  Christendom,  and  for  those  of  ^very 
age,  nation,  and  mythology,  who  reverence  the  Deity,  are 
.£lled  with  integrity,  righteousness,  and  benevolence.  Wish- 
ing you  every  blessing,  i  am,  dear  sir,  your  most,  obedient 
servant,  Ezra  Stiles. 

Answer  to  the  Reverend  PiifiaiDENT  Stilss. 
Vkiladelphia,  March  9.  1790* 

Reverend  AND  Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  kind  letter  of  January  £S^  and  am 
glad  you  have  at  length  received  the  portrait  of .  Ci pvernor 
Yale  from  his  family,  and  deposited  it  in  the  college  library* 
.He  was  a  great  and  good  man,  and  had  the  merit  of  doii^ 
infinite  service  to.  your  country  by  his  i;nunificence  to  thsit 
.institution.  Tlie  honor  you  propose  doing  me,  by  placiqg 
-mine  in  the  same  foom  with  his,  is  niuch  too  great  for  mjf 
ideserts ;  but  you  always  had  a  partiality  for  me,  and  to  that 
it  must  be  ascribed.  I  am  however  too  much  obliged  to 
_ Yale  College,  the  first  learned  society .  that  took  notice  of 
me  and  adorned  me  with  its  honors,  to  refuse  a  request, that 
comes  from  it  through  so  esteemed  a  friend.  But  I  do  not 
think  any  one  of  the  portraits  you  mention  as  in  my  posses* 
^M6n,  worthy  of  the  situation  and  company  you  propose  to 
pla^e  it  in.     You  have  an  excellent  artist  lately  arrived.'     If 

'-' Supposed  to  beSrvjiaT,anemineut  portnit'^iQteri  then  jwat 
rehirtMd  from-  Eon^  to  hia  native  couatry . 
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he  will  undertake  to  make  one  for  you,  I  shall  cheerfoDy 
pay- the  expense :  but  he  must  not  delay  setting  about  it,  #r 
I  may  slip  through  his  fingers ;  for  I  am*  now  in  my  8Ath 
year,  and  very  infirm. 

I  send  with  this  a  very  learned  work  as  it  seems  to  me^  ell 
the  ancient  Samaritan  coins,  lately  printed  in  Spain,  and  Kl 
least  carious  for  the  beauty  of  the  impression.  Please  to 
lU^cept  it  for  your  college  library.  1  have  subscribed  for  the 
encyclopedia  now  printing  here,  with  the  mtention  of  pre^ 
■enting  it  to  the  college.  I  shall  probably  depart  bdbre  the 
work  is  finished,  but  shall  leave  directions  for  its  coutinuanM 
to  the  end.  With  this  you  will  receive  some  of  the  £nft 
numbers. 

You  desire  to  know  something  of  my  religion.  It  is  the 
first  time  1  have  been  questioned  upon  it.  But  I  camot 
take  your  curiosity  amiss,  and  shall  endeavor  in  a  few  vrordi 
to  gratify  it.  Here  is  my  creed :  I  believe  in  one  God,  tba 
creator  of  the  universe.  That  he  governs  it  by  his  ProvK 
dence.  That  he  ought  to  be  worshipped.  That  the  moil 
acceptable  service  we  render  to  him  is  doing  good  to  fab 
other  children.  That  the  soul  of  roan  is  immortal,  and  witf^ 
be  treated  with  justice  in  another  life  respecting  its  condoet 
in  this.  These  I  take  to  be  the  fundamental  points  in  all 
sound  religion,  and  I  regard  them  as  you  do  in  whatever  aect 
I  meet  with  them.'  As  to  Jesus  of  Nazarbtb,  nf 
opinion  of  whom  you  particularly  desire,  I  think  the  ayileai 
of  morals  and  his  religion,  as  he  left  diem  to  us^  the  best  the 
world  ever  saw  or  is  like  to  see ;  but  X  apprehend  it  has  re- 
ceived  various  corrupting  changes,  and  I  have,  with  moat  of 
the  present  dissenters  in  England,  some  doubts  as  to  hia 

—  -  1  _■       ■   ,    I  _j         ■  ■  -I — i-^l-rr-^--- 

'  **  For  modes  of  faith  let  graceless  zealots  fight, 
liis  can't  be  wrong  whose  life  is  in  the  right.''  BOfS. 
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divinity;  though  it  is  a  question  I  do  not  dogmatise  uppn^ 
iiftving  never  studied  it,  and  think  it  needless  to  liusy  myself 
viiih  it  nowy  when  I  expect  soon  an  opportunity  of  knowing 
the  truth  with  less  trouble.  1  see  no  homi, .  however,  in  its 
being  believed}  if  that  belief  has  the  good  consequeoce,  as 
probably  it  has^  of  making  his  doctrines  :rooFe  respei^ed  and 
more  observed;  especially  as  I  do  not  perceive  that  thb 
Supreme  takes  it  amiss  by  distinguishing  the  believers,  in 
his  government  of  the  worlds  with  any  peculiar  marks  of  his 
diipleaaure.  I  shall  only  add  respecting  myself,  that  having 
experienced  the  goodness  of  that  filing  in  conducting  me 
proaperoualy  through  a  long  life^  I  have  no  doubt  of  its  con* 
tinuance  in  the  next,  though  without  tlie  smallest  conceit  of 
meriting  such  goodness.  My  sentiments  on  this  bead  you 
will  see  in  the  copy  of  an  old  letter  enclosed/  which  I  Wrote 
in  answer  to  one  from  an  old  religionist  whom  I  had  re* 
lieved  in  a  paralytic  case  by  electricity,  and  who  being  tfraid 
I  should  grow  proud  upon  it,  sent  me  his  serious^  thou^ 
rather  impertinent,  caution*  I  send  you  also  the  copy  of 
another  letter,^  which  will  show  something  of  nby  dispopitioa 
relating  to  reUgion.  With  great  and  sincere  esteem  and 
affection,  I  am.  Sec.  B.  Franklin. 

P.S. — Had  not  your  college  some  present  of  books  from 
the  king  of  France  f  Please  to  let  me  know  if  you  had  an 
expectation  given  yon  of  more,  and  the  nature  of  that  expeic* 
tation.     1  have  a  reason  for  the  inquiry. 

I  confide  that  you  will  not  expose  me  to  criticisms  and 
censures,  by  publishii^  any  part -of  this  communication' to 

•*  Supposed  to  be  the  Letter  to  George  Whitfield,  dated  JyneO, 
1T6S,  p.  1.  -  *      .  . 

^  Unoertains  perhaps  the  folk>lving  one. 

VOL,  I.  S 
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you.  I  have  ever  let  others  enjoy  their  religious 
without  reflecdng  on  them  for  those  that  appeared  to  mm 
nnsnpportable  or  even  absurd.  All  sects  here,  and  we  hatp 
n  great  variety,  have  experienced  my  good-will  iu  assistinif 
diem  with  subscriptions  for  the  building  their  new  places  fiC 
worship ;  and,  as  I  have  never  opposed  any  of  their  doctrine^ 
1  hope  to  go  out  of  the  world  in  peace  with  them  all.        .«« 

To  ******  .    .   -4 

Dear  Sir,  (Withoui  dtO^.^)'^^ 

I  have  read  your  manuscript  with  some  attsnlMMk 
By  the  argument  it  contains  against  a  particular  Provideaoe^ 
though  you  allow  a  general  Providence,  you  strike  at  Ite 
foundations  of  all  religion*  For  without  the  belief  «f  m 
Providence  that  takes  cognizance  of,  guards  and  guides,  and 
may  favor  particular  persons,  there  is  no  motive  to  wordnp 
a  Deity,  to  fear  its  displeasure,  or  to  pray  for  its  protectims* 
I  will  not  enter  into  any  -  discussion  of  your  principles^ 
Aough  you  seem  to  desire  it.  At  present  I  shall  only  gnoe 
you  my  opinion,  that  though  your  reasonings  are  subtle;  lUld 
may  prevail  with  some  readers,  you  will  not  succeed  so  aa'lb  j 
change  the  general  sentiments  of  mankind  on  that  subject ; 
and  the  consequence  of  printing  this  -piece  will  be,  a  great 
deal  of  odium  drawn  upon  yourself,  mischief  to  you,  and 
no  benefit  to  others.  He  that  spits  against  the  wind,  spiti 
in  bis  own  face.  But  were  you  to  succeed,  do  you  imagine 
any  good  would  be  done  by  it?  You  yourself  may  find  it 
easy  to  live  a  virtuous  life  without  the  assistance  afforded  by 
leligion;  you  having  a  clear  perception  of  the  advantnges 
of  virtue,  and  the  disadvantages  of  vice,  and  possessing  a 
•trength  of  resolution  sufiicient  to  enable  you  to  resist  com- 
mon temptations.  But  think  how  great  a  portion  of  maor 
Jund  consists  of  weak  and  ignorant  men  and  women,  and  of 
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inexperienced  inconsiderate  youth  of  both  sexes,  who  have 
need  of  the  motives  of  religion  to  restrain  them  from  vice^ 
to  support  their  virtue,  and  retain  them  in  the  practice  of  it 
till  it  becomes  habitual^  which  is  the  great  point  for  its 
aecurity.  And  perhaps  you  are  indebted  to  her  originally^ 
that  is  lo  your  religious  education,  for  the  •  habita  of  virtue 
upon  which  you  ik)w  justly  value  yourself.  You  m^;lit 
easily  display  your  excellent  talents  of  reasoning  upon  a  less 
hazardous  subject,  and  thereby  obtain  a  rank  with  our  most 
distinguished  authors.  For  among  us  it  is  not  irecessgry  aa 
among  the  Hottentots,  that  a  youth  to  be  raised  into  the 
company  of  men,  should  prove  his  manhood  by  beating  bis 
mother.  I  would  advise  you  therefore  not  to  attempt  ui^ 
chaining  the  tiger,  but  to  bum  this  piece  before  it  is  seen  by 
any  other  person,  whereby  you  will  save  yourself  a  great 
deal  of  mortification  from  the  enemies  it  may  raise  agnioat 
you,  and  perhaps  a  good  deal  of  regret  and  repentance.  If 
.«iea  are  so  wicked  with  religiouy  what  would  they  be  if 
without  itf^  f  intend  this  letter  itself  as  a  proof  of  my 
friendship,  and  therefore  add  no  prqfemons  to  it;  bat  sub- 
scribe simply  yours, 

B.Franklin. 

■'"•'■'  — r: '  — 

'  ^  Montesquieu  says,  ^  La  religion,  m^me  fausse,  est  le  meiHas 
gannt  que  les  bomoias  puisieat  avoir  da  la  probity  des  honi9ies.''-T 
(^prit  df  8  Loix>  chap.  35,  li  v.  8.) 
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PART  11. 

LETTERS  RELATING  TO  AMERICAN  POLITICS. 


To  Joseph  Galloway,  Esq.  Speaker  of  mm 
House  of  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania. 

Repeal  of  act  restraining  the  legal  tender  of  paper  money 

— Mr.    Grenville — Mr.    Townsend — The    salt    duty — 

Change  of  ministry  predicted. 

If 
Dear  Sir,  London,  June  IS,  1767. 

In  my  last  of  May  20tb,  I  mentioned  my  bojiet 

that  we  should  at  length  get  over  all  obstructions  to  'the 

repeal  of  the  act  restraining  the  legal  tender  of  paper-money ; 

but  those  hopes  are  now  greatly  lessened. 

The  ministry  had  aj^recd  to  the  repeal,  and  the  notion  that 

had  possessed  them  that  they  might  make  a  revenue  £rom 

paper-money,  in  appropriating  the  interest  by  parliament, 

was  pretty  well  removed  by  my  assuring*  them^  that  it  was 

my  opinion  no  colony  would  make  money  00  those  terms, 
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aod  that  the  benefits  arising  to  the  commerce  of  this  country 
in  America,  irom  a  plentiful  currency,  would  therefore  be 
lost,  and  the  repeal  answer  no  end,  if  the  assemblies  were 
not  allowed  to  appropriate  the  interest  themselves ;  that  the 
crown  might  get  a  share  upon  occasional  requisitions,   I 
made  no  doubt,  by  voluntary  appropriations  of  the  assem* 
blies ;  but  they  would  never  establish  such  funds  as  to  majce 
themselves   unnecessary   to   government,  &c.      Those  and 
other  reasons^ that  were  urged,  seemed  to  satisfy  them^  and 
we  began  to  think  all  would  go  smoothly,   and  the  mer- 
chants prepared  their  petition  on  which  the  repeal  was  to  be 
founded.     But  in  the  house,  when  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  had  gone  through  his  proposed  American  revenue, 
viz.  by  duties  on  glass,  china  ware,  paper,  pasteboard,  colors, 
tea,  &c.  Grenville  stood  up,  and  undervalued  them  all  as 
trifles ;  and,  said  he,  '^  I'll  tell  the  honorable  gentleman  of  a 
revenue  that  will  produce  something  valuable  in  America : 
make  paper  money  for  the  colonies,   issue  it  upon  loan 
there,  take  the  interest,  and  apply  it  as  you  think  proper •'' 
Mr.  Townsend,  finding  the  house  listened  to  this,  and  seemed 
to  like  it,  stood  up  again,  and  said,  ''  that  was  a  proposition 
of  his  own,  which  he  had  intended  to  make  with  the  rest, 
but  it  had  slipt  his  memory,  and  the  gentleman,  who  must 
have  heard  of  it,  now  tmfairly  would  take  advantage  of  that . 
slip,  and  make  a  merit  to  himself  of  a  proposition  that  was 
another's  ;'and  as  a  proof  of  it,  assured  the  house  a  bill  was 
prepared  for  the  purpose,  and  would  be  laid  before  them.*' 
This  startled  all  our  friends ;  and  the  merchants  concluded 
to  keep  back  their  petition  for  a  while,  till  things  appeared 
a  little  clearer,  lest  their  friends  in  America  should  blamb 
them  as  having  furnished  foimdation  fer  an  act  that  tnoit 
have  been  disagreeable  to  the  colonies.    I  ibund  the  rest  of 
th^  jhougtry  did  not  like  this  proceeding  of  the  chancellor's ; 
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but  there  was  no  going  on  with  our  scheme  against  h\g  de- 
claration ;  and  as  he  daily  talked  of  resigning,  there  beinj^  no 
good  agreement  between  him  and  the  rest,  and  as  we  found 
the  general  prejudice  against  the  colonies  so  strong  in  Hie 
house,  that  any  thing  in  tlie  shape  of  a  favor  to  them  all  wns 
like  to  meet  with  greqt  opposition,  whether  he  was  out  or 
in,  I  proposed  to  Mr.  Jackson  the  putting  our  colony  f<M» 
most,  as  we  stood  in  a  pretty  good  light,  and  asking  "tto 
favor  for  us  alone.  This  he  agreed  might  be  proper  in  ci§6 
the  chancellor  should  go  out,  and  undertook  to  bring  in  m 
bill  for  that  purpose,  provided  the  Philadelphia  merdmnii 
would  petition  for  it ;  and  he  wished  to  have  such  pethiott 
ready  to  present  if  an  opening  for  it  should  offer*  Accord* 
ingly  I  applied  to  them,  and  prepared  a  draft  of  a  pefition 
for  them  to  sign,  a  copy  of  which  I  send  you  enclosed. 
They  seemed  generally  for  the  measure ;  but  apprelienfiog 
the  merchants  of  the  other  colonies,  who  had  hitherto  gone 
hand  in  hand  with  us  in  all  American  affurs,  might  tike 
umbrage  if  we  now  separated  from  them,  it  was  thon^ 
right  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  whole  to  consult  upon  Ais 
proposal.  At  this  meeting  I  represented  to  them,  as  die 
ground  of  this  measure,  that  the  colonies  being  generally  oirt 
of  favor  at  present,  any  hard  clause  relating  to  paper-monify 
in  the  repealing  bill,  will  be  more  easily  received  in  parlia* 
ment  if  the  bill  related  to  all  the  colonies ;  that  Pennsylvania 
being  in  some  degree  of  favor,  might  possibly  alone  obtifai 
a  better  act  than  the  whole  could  do,  as  it  might  by  govern* 
ment  be  thought  as  good  policy  to  show  favor  where  tiake 
had  been  obedience,  as  resentment  where  there  had  been'flie 
reverse.  That  a  good  act  obtained  by  Pennsylvania  n4ght 
another  year,  when  the  resentment  against  the  coWbieB 
should  be  abated,  be  made  use  of  as  a  precedent^  fltc.  8cc« 
But  after  a  good  deal  of  debate,  it  was  finaOy  conchlded 
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not  to  precipitate  matters,  it  being  very  dangeroua^  by  any 
kind  of  petition,  to  furnish  the  chancellor  with  a  horse  on 
which  he  could  put  what  saddle  he  thought  fit :  the  other 
aierchants  seemed  rather  averse  to  the  Pennsylvania  mer* 
chants  proceeding  alone,  but  said  they  were  certainly  at 
Hberty  to  do  as  they  thought  proper.  The  conclusion  of 
the  Pennsylvania  merchants  was  to  wlit  awhile,  holding  the 
separate  petition  ready  to  sign  and  present  if  a  proper  open- 
ing should  appear  this  session^  but  otherwise  to  reserve  it  to 
the  next,  when  the  complexion  of  ministers  and  measures 
may  probably  be  changed.  And  as  this  session  now  draws 
to  a  conclusion,  I  begin  to  think  nothing  will  be  forther  done 
in  it  this  year* 

Mentioning  the  merchants,  puts  me  in  mind  of  some 
discourse  I  heard  among  them,  that  was  by  no  means  agree-^ 
able.  It  was  said  that  in  the  opposition  they  gave  tl)e 
stamp  actf  and  their  endeavors  to  obtain  the  repeal,  they  had 
qpent  at  their  meeting,  and  in  expresses  to  all  parts  of  this 
country,  and  for  a  vessel  to  carry  the  joyful  news  to  North 
America^  and  in  the  entertainments  given  our  friends  of 
both  bouses,  &c.  near  1500/. ;  that  for  all  this,  except  finom 
^  little  colony  of  Rhode  Island,  they  had  not  received  so 
fl|Qch  as  a  thank  ye.  That  on  the  contrary,  the  circular 
letters  they  had  written  with  the  best  intentions  to  the  mer«- 
ehants  of  the  several  colonies,  containing  their  beat  and 
Biost  friepdly  advice,  were  either  answered  with  unkind  re- 
flections, or  contemptuously  lef);  without  answer :  and  that 
the  captain  of  the  vessel  they  sent  express  with  the  news, 
having  met  with  misfortunes  that  obliged  him  to  travel  by 
knd  through  all  the  colonies  from  New  Hampshire  to  Pehn- 
i^Ivani^,  was  everywhere  treated  with  neglect  and  contempt,, 
instead  of  qyility  and  hospitali^ ;  and  nowhere  with  more* 
dniiatPlulad^hiai  whmi  though  be  delivered  letters  tOt 
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the  luerchants  that  must  make  him  and  his  errand  known-^tqi 
them,  no  one  took  the  least  notice  of  him.  I  own  J  WiMf 
ashamed  to  hear  all  this,  but  hope  there  is  some  mistake  in 
it.  I  should  not  have  troubled  you  iwith  this  account^  but 
that  I  think  we  stand  iu  truth  greatly  obliged  to  the  mer^ 
chants,  who  are  a  very  respectable  body,  and  whose  friead-i 
ship  is  worth  preserving,  as  it  may  greatly  help  us  on  futurtk^ 
occasions ;  and  tlierefore  1  wish  some  decent  acknowledge 
ments  or  thanks  were  sent  from  the  assemblies  of  the  colon 
nies,  since  their  correspondents  have  omitted  it* 

I  have  said  the  less  of  late  in  my  letters  concerning  iImi 
ll^etitions,  because  1  hoped  this  summer  to  have  an  oppoiw 
tunity  of  communicating  every  thing  viva  voce;  and  there 
are  particulars  that  cannot  safely  be  trusted  to  paper.  Per- 
haps I  may  be  more  determined,  as  to  returning  or  atiqfiimt 
another  winter,  when  I  receive  my  next  letters  from  you. and 
my  other  friends  in  Philadelphia.        ■      ,  ^ 

We  got  the  chaucellor  to  drop  his  salt  duty.  And  tbe. 
merchants  trading  to  Portugal  and  Spain,  he  says,,  .hav^ 
made  such  a  clamor  about  the  intention  of  suflferipg  shiptf  lo 
go  directly  with  wine,  fiuit,  and  oil,  from  thpsc  coMntrie»*toi 
iVmerica,  that  he  has  dropped  that  scheme,  and  we  are,  i% 
seems,  to  labor  a  little  longer  under  the  inconvenienciea  ^ 
the  restraint. 

It  is  said  the  bill  to  suspend  the  legislatures  of :  Hem 
York  and  Georgia,  till  they  comply  wijih  the- act  of  ]>arlift« 
ment  for  quartering  soldiers,  will  pass,  this*  session.  I  fieair 
that  imprudencies  on  both  sides  may,  step  by  step,  bring  an 
th^  most  mischievous  consequences.  >  It  is  imagined  fari 
that  this  act  will  enforce  immediata  compliance;  and'ifitiia 
people  should  be  quiet,. cont^t  themselves  with  t^-bwa 
they  have,  and  let  the  matter  rest  till  in  some  future  ?War  the 
king,  wanting  aids  firom  them,  and  findiog  hnnsetf.^stiaiiied 
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in  bis  legislation  b;  the  ftct  as  mudi  as  the  p^opl^  ih^l  thipk 
fit  by  his  ministers  to  propose  the  repeal,  the  parliament  wtk 
be  greatly  disappohited;  and  perhaps  it  may  take  this  turn.'. 
I  wish  nothing  worse  may  happen^ 

<  The  present  ministry  will  probably -continue  through  thift 
session.  But  their  disagreement,  with  the  total  inability  of 
Lord  Chatham  through  sickness  to  do  any  business,  must  bring: 
oo.some  change  before  next  winter,  I  wish  it  may  be  for  the 
better,  but  fear  the  contrary. 

Please  to  present  my  dutiful  respects  to  the  assembiyy  wot 
believe  me  ever,  dear  sir,  yours  and  the  committee's  most 
obedient  and  iaithful  humble  servant,         B.  Fr  AN  R  Li  N  •    • 

To  Joseph  Galloway,  Esq. 

Attempt  to  form  a  coalition  of  pdrties,  in  a  new  minisiry^ 
Right  claimed  to  tax  the  colonies — Paper  money. 

.  J>BAR  Sir,  London,  August  8,  1767. 

I  have  before  me  your  fiivors  of  April  23,  May  %t 
and  Q&.  The  confusion  among  our  great  men  stiU  oontinuea 
asi  much  as  ever,  and  a  melancholy  thmg  it  is  to  consider^ 
that  instead  of  employing  the- present  leisure  of  peace  in  sach 
measures  t»  might  extend  oar  commerce,  pay  off  our  debts^ 
secure  alUes,  bnd  increase  the  strength  and  ability  of  ^flatiott 
to  support  a  future -war,  the  whde  seems  to  be  wasted  in  pdrtgr 
contentions,  about  phces  of  power  and  profit,  in  court  ikitri4 
gues  and  cabal^  and  *in  abusmg  one  anoth^^ 

There  has  lately 'been  an*  attempt  to  make  a  kind  of  coalition 
of  pw-ties  in  a  ndw  ministry,  biitit  fell  through,  and  the'pre^ 
sent  set  is  like  to  continue  for  Some  time  longer,  which  I  am 
rather  {leased  with^<as  <sdme  of  those  who  were  propeeecl  to 
be  introduced  are  professed  sidvbrsaries  to  Ataf erica,  whicb;ia 
now' made  one  of  tbe  distinctions  of' party  faM^f  those wk6 
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!»▼•  in  the  two  last  sessions  shown  a  dispositioo  to  fkfor  lUj 
being  called,  by  way  of  reproach,  Americam;  while  the  o&mt 
adherents  to  Grenville  i^d  Bedford  value  themselves  on  being 
true  to  the  interests  of  Britain,  and  zealous  for  maintaining  its 
dignity  and  sovereignty  over  the  colonies.  This  distinctioD 
will,  it  is  apprehended,  be  carried  much  higher  in  the  next 
session,  for  the  political  purpose  of  influencing  the  ensiung 
Section.  It  is  already  given  out  that  the  compliance  of  Neivr 
York  in  providing  for  the  quarters,  without  taking  notiee  4sf 
its  being  done  m  obedience  to  the  act  of  parliament,  is  evasive 
and  unsatisfisctory.  That  it  is  high  time  to  put  the  right  and 
power  of  this  country  to  tax  the  colonies  out  of  dispute,  bj 
an  act  of  taxation  effectually  carried  into  execution,  and  that 
all  the  colonies  should  he  obliged  explicitly  to  acknowM^ 
that  right.  Every  step  is  taking  to  render  the  taxing  Amenca 
a  popular  measure  here,  by  continually  insisting  on  the  topica 
of  our  wealth  and  florishing  circumstances,  while  this  conn* 
try  is  loaded  with  debt,  great  part  of  it  incurred  oa  oar  ac- 
count, the  distress  of  the  poor  here  by  the  multitude  and 
weight  of  taxes,  See.  8lc.;  and  though  the  traders  and  manufce- 
tnrers  may  possibly  be  kept  in  our  interest,  the  idea  of  an 
American  tax  is  very  pleasing  to  the  landed  men,  who  tfaep»- 
fore  readily  receive  and  propi^te  these  sentiments  wbeMKf 
they  have  influence.  If  such  a  bill  should  be  brought  m,  it 
it  hard  to  say  what  would  be  the  event  of  it,,  or  what  would 
be  the  effects.  Those  who  oppose  it,  th^u^  they  should  be 
atrong  enough  to  throw  it  out,  would  be  stigmatised  as  Jlw^§* 
ricansy  betrayers  of  old  England,  &c.;  and  perhaps  our  friends 
by  this  means  being  excluded,  a  majority  of  our  adversaries 
may  get  in,  and  then  the  act  infallibly  passes  the  following 
session.  To  avoid  the  danger  of  such  exclusion,  perhaps  little 
epposition  will  be  given,  and  then  it  passes  immediately*  I 
know  not  wfaat  to.  advise  upon  thia  occasion^-  bat  that  we 
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should  n\l  do  our  ^deavora  on  both  sides  the  ifater  to  lelsea 
Ae  present  unpopularity  of  the  American  cause,  conciliats 
die  affections  of  people  here  towards  us,  increase  by  all  pos«> 
sible  means  the  number  of  our  friends,  and  be  careAil  not  to 
weaken  their  hands  and  strengthen  those  of  our  enemies,  by 
TBsHi  pkiceedings  on  our  side,  the  mischiefs  of  which  are  in- 
conceivable. Some  of  our  friends  have  thought  that  a  publi» 
cation  of  my  examination  here^  might  answer  some  of  the 
above  purposes,  by  removing  prejudices,  and  refuting  false- 
hoods, and  demonstrating  our  merits  with  regard  to  this  cou»> 
try.  It  is  accordingly  printed  and  has  a  great  run.  I  have 
another  piece  in  hand  which  I  intend  to  put  out  about  the 
time  of  the  meeting  of  parliament,  if  those  I  consult  with  shall 
judge  that  it  may  be  of  service* 

The  next  session  of  parliament  will  probably  be  a  short 
t>ne,  on  account  of  the  following  election.  And  I  am  now 
advised  by  some  of  our  great  friends  here  to  see  that  out,  not 
returning  to  America  till  the  spring.  My  presence  indeed 
it  necessary  there  to  setde  some  private  affairs.  Unforeseen 
and  unavoidable  difficulties  have  hitherto  obstracted  ourpno^ 
ceedings  in  the  main  intent  of  my  coming  over,  and  perinpe 
(diough  1  think  my  bemg  here  has  not  been  altogether  nnsei^ 
Vkeable)  our  firiends  in  the  assembly  may  begin  to  be  die* 
TOuraged  and  ^tired  of  the  expense.  If  that  should  be  the 
duBe  I  would  not  have  you  {N'opose  to  contanie  me  as  agent 
at  the  meeting  of  the  new  assembly;  my  endeavors  to  serve 
the  province  in  what  I  may  while  I  remain  here,  shall  not  be 
lessened  by  that  omission. 

I  am  glad  you  have  made  a  trial  of  paper  money  not  a  kgd 
tender.  The  quantity  being  small  may  perhaps  be  kept  up 
in  full  credit  notwithstanding;  and  if  that  can  be  avoided, 
t  ant  not  for  applying  here  agun  very  soon  fora  reped  of  ibe 
restraining  act.    I  am  afraid  an  ill  use  will  be.  ttiade  of:  it 
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The  plan  of  our  adversaries  is  to  render^assemblies  iir  Anw- 
rica  useless;   and  to  have  a  reveniie  independent  of  theip 
grants,  for  all  the  purposes  of  their  defence,  and  8uppoiliD(|| 
governments  among  them.     It  is  our  interest  to  prevent  diiff* 
And  that  they  may  not  lay  hold  of  our  necessities  for  paper 
money,  to  draw  a  revenue  from  that  article,  whenever  they 
grant  us  the  liberty  we  want  of  making  it  a  legal  tender^  I 
wish  some  other  metliod  mayJbe  fallen  upon  of  supportipg  ite 
credit.     What  think  you  of  getting  all  the  merchants^  trader^ 
and  principal  people  of  all  sorts  to  join  in  petitions  to  the  as- 
sembly for  a  moderate  emission,  the  petition  being  acconn- 
panied  with  a  mutual  engagement  to  take  it  in  all  dealings  at 
the  rates  fixed  by  law?  Such  an  engagement  had  a  great  effect 
in  fixing  the  value  and  rates  of  our  gold  and  silver.    Or,  per^ 
haps,  a  bank  might  be  established  that  would  answer  all- pur- 
poses. Indeed  I  think  with  you  that  those  merchants  herenrfio 
have  made  difficulties  on  the  subject  of  the  legal  tender,  haira 
not  ^^  understood  dieir  omi  interests.     For  there  can  be  116 
doubt,  that  should  a  scarcity  of  money  continue  among  us^ 
we  shall  take  off  less  of  their  merchandise,  and  attend  more  Ki 
manufacturing  and  raising  the  necessaries  and  snjperfliuties 
of  life  aanong  ourselves,  which  we  now  k^ceive  iirom  tbem.^ 
And  perhaps  this  consequence  would  attend  our  making  wa 
paper  money  at  all  of  any  sort;  that  being  thus  by  a  want  ef 
cash  driven  to  industry  and  frugality,  we  should  gradually  be^ 
come  more  rich  without  their  trade,  than  we  can'  possibly  be 
mith  it;  and  by  keeping  in  the  country  the  real  cash  that 
comes  into  it,  have  in  time  a  quantity  sufficient  for  all  our'oe* 
casions.    But  I  suppose'  oiir  people  will  scarce  have  patience 
to  wait  for  this. 

I  have  Teceived  the  ptittted  votes,  but  not  die  lawtf.  I  heair 
nothing  yet  of  any  objection  niade  by  fhe  proprietaries  to  any 
of  them  at  the  board  of  trade. 


I>AET  IK  ^F  BENJAMIN    FEANKLIK.  985 

'  Pleiiie  to  present  my  duty  to  the  assembly)  with  thariks  for 
Iheir  care.of  me^and  assure  them  of  my  most  faithful  serrioet* 
With  sincerest  esteem  and  respect,  I  am,  my  dear  ftiend, 
yours  most  a£fectioDately/  B.Franklin. 

To  Governor  Franklin^  New  Jersey, 

Conversation  with  Lord  Shelbume  and  Mr.  Conway  oh  Ame^ 
rtcan    affairs — Paper  money-^De   Guerchy — Mohsieiir  - 
Durand,the  French  minister  plenipotentiary ^  curious  abSut 
Arnerican^affairs, 

Dear  Son»  London^  August  9Bj  1767«   • 

I  have  no  letter  of  yours  since  my  last,  in  which 
I  answered  all  preceding  ones. 

Last  week  I  dined  at  Lord  Shdbume'sy  and  had  a  Ibng  con* 
versatioD  with  him  and  Mr.  Gonway  (there  being  no  oAer 
company),  on  the  subject  of  reducii^  American  expense!. 
Thi^  have  it  in  contemplation  to  return  the  muBniEigement  of 
Indian  affairs- into  the  hands  of  the  several  provinces  on  HiUwh 
the  nations  border,  that  the  colonies  may  bear  the  cbasgeiof 
treaties,  &c»  which  they  think,  will  then  be  managed  more'^r» 
gaily,  the  treasury  being  tired  with  the  immense  drafts  o£-  the 
superintendants,  &c.  I  took  the  opportunity  of  urging  it  at 
one  means  of  saving  expense  in  supporting  theoutrpoatiilhal 
a  settlement  shpuM  be  made  in  the  Ulinois. country^  eipiii* 
tiated  on  the  various  advantages,  viz..  furnishing  proviaions 
cheaper  to  the  garrisons,  securing  the  rcountry,  xetaininylhe 
trade,  raising  a  strength  there  which,  on  occanon  of  aiatiirf 
war,  might  easily  be  poured  down  the  Mississippi  upon^tht 
lower  country,  and  into  the  Bay  of  Mexico,  to  be  used  against 
Guba^  or  Mexico  itself,.  &c.  I  mentioned:  your  plan,  its  be^ 
ing  approved  by  Sir  William  Jonb^on,  the  readiness  and  abililty 
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of  the  gentlemen  concerned  to  carry  the  aettleneut  intoicse^ 
cation  witfi  very  little  expense  to  the  crown,  &c.  &c.. .  Tbd 
secretaries  appeared  finally  to  be  fully  convtncedi  and  dMfV 
remained  no  obstacle  but  the  board  of  trade,  which  was  toi  be 
brought  over  privately  before  the  matter  should  be  refielrred  to 
them  ofiicially.  In  case  of  laying  aside  the  8uperinteDdant% 
a  provision  was  thought  of  for  Sir  William  Johnson,  See  W<« 
bad  a  good  deal  of  farther  discourse  on  American  affiua^ 
particularly  on  paper  money :  lord  Shelbume  declared  himeeif 
fully  convinced  of  the  utility  of  taking  off  the  restraint,  by  m§ 
answer  to  the  report  of  the  board  of  trade.  General  Conwi^ 
had  not  seen  it,  and  desired  me  to  send  it  to  him,  whkb'I  flid 
next  morning.  They  gave  me  expectation  of  a  repeal  i 
session,  Liord  Clare  being  come  over :  but  they  said  there 
some  difficulty  with  others  at  the  board  who  had  signed  that 
report ;  for  there  was  a  good  deal  in  what  Soame  Jenyns  bm^ 
laughingly  said  when  asked  to  concur  in  some  measure,  /  have 
no  kind  of  objection  to  it,  provided  we  have  heretofore  signed 
nothing  to  the  contrary.  In  this  conversation  I  did  not  toegdt 
our  main  Pennsylvania  business,  and  I  think  made  some  twt^ 
ther  progress,  though  but  little.  The  two  secretaries  seenMd 
intent  upon  preparing  business  for  next  parliament,  which 
makes  me  think  that  the  late  projects  of  changes  are  no«r 
quite  over,  and  that  they  expect  to  continue  in  place.  Bof 
whether  they  will  do  much  or  little,  1  cannot  say.  ■  j 

Da  Guerchy,  the  French  ambassador,  is  gone  homey  and 
Monsieur  Durand  is  left  minister  plenipd^tiary.  He  is  ett 
tremely  curious  to  inform  himself  in  the  affiiirs  of  America's 
pretendff  to  have  a  great  esteem  forme,  on  account  of  the 
abilities  shown  in  my  examination;  has  desired  to  have  Jl  ay 
political  writings ;  invited  me  to  dine  with  him ;  waa  very  Ia^ 
quisitive ;  treated  me  with  great  civility ;  makes  me  visitSi  8u!» 
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I  fancjr  (bat  intriguing  natum  would  like  rery  meU  tonwlilb 
on  occasion,  and  blow  up  the  coals  between  Britain  aadlMr 
colonies  ;  but  1  hope. we  shall  give  them  no  t^portiini^. 
■*  I  write  this  in  a  great  hurry,  b^ing  setting  out  in  anihonr 
onanotber  journey,  withmy  steady  good  friend  Sir  John  Pringk* 
We  propose  to  visit  Paris.  Durand  has  given  my  letters  of 
jeoommendation  to  the  Lord  knows  who.  I  am  told  InhaU 
meet  with  great  respect  there;  but  winds  change,  and  pttrfaapa 
it  will.be  full  as  well  if  I  do  not.  We  shall  be  gone  about 
six  weeks.  I  have  a  little  private  cbmmission  to  transact;  M 
iv^ch  more  another  time» .  Communicate  nothing  of  this  lel^ 
ter  but  privately  to  bur  friend  Galloway.  I  am.  your  affeo* 
tionate  father^  B.  Fbanklin*   ; 

To  Governor  Franklin. 

Govehior  Bernard — Conversation  with  Lord  Shelbume— 
Dean  Tucker — Lord  Clare, 

I>£AR  SpN^  London,  Nov.  25,  1767*   < 

I  think  the  New  Yorkers  have  been  very  discreet 
in  forbearing  to  write  and  publish  against  the  late  act  of  pMe# 
liament.  I  wish;the  Boston  people  had  been  as  quiet,  since 
Gkyvernor  Bernard  has  sent  over  all  their- violent  papers  to  the 
ministry,  and  wrote  them  word  that  he  daily  expected  a  rebetr 
lion.  He  did  indeed  afterwards  correct  this  extravagance,  by 
writing  again,  that  he  now  understood  those  papers  were  ap- 
proved but  by  few,  and  disliked  by  all  the  sober  sensibleapepN: 
pie  of  the  province.  '  A  certain  noble  lord  expressed  hioiseK 
to  me  with  some  disgust  and  contempt  of  B.  on  this  oocaeiott; 
saying  he  ought  to  have  known  his  people  better,  than  to  iniff 
pute  to  the  whole  country  sentiments  diat  perhaps  are  only 
scribbled  by  some  madman  in  a  garret;  that  he  appeared io 
be  too  fond  of  contention^  and  mistook  the  matter  gready,  in 
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•uppoting  «idi  tetters  ui  be  wrote;  -were  aoceptabfe  la.te 
ministfy*  I  have  heard  nothit]^ ;  of .  t&e  appointoitat  ^ 
General:  Clarke  to  New  York :  but  I  know  be  is  a  frienctii^ 
Lord  Shelbume'sy  and  tbe  .  same  tbat:  recommeoded  M|V 
JA'JLean  to  be  his  secretary.  Perhaps  it  might  be  talkeilrcif ' 
in  my  absence.  l^.   .  .'^ 

Tbe^oommissioaers  for  the  American  board,  went  henan 
wfule  Ij  was  in  France ;   you  know  before  this  time  whajdiif 
lue^  and  how  they  are  ineceived^  which  I  want  to..kear....|y[|^ 
Williams^  who  is  gone  in  some  office  wittdiemi-ia  biollNir 
to  dircausia  Williams  ^of  Boston  $    but.I'assarre  yoo^lbui 
not  tbe  least'  shai^  in  his  appointment ;   having,  as  I  joWyoU 
before^  carefully  kept  out  of  the  way  of  that  whole  MaH  •'  ^.. 
As  soon  as  [  received  A(r.  Galloway'S|  IV^r.  T.  Wharton's^ 
and  Mr,  Croghan's  letters  on  the  subject  of  the  boundaryji  I 
coinmuuicated  them  immediately  to  Lord  Shelbuma>,.jH|i 
invited  me  the  next  day  to  dine  with  him. .  Lord  Clare  wai 
to  have  been  there,  but  did  not  come.    There  vras  nobody 
but  Mr.  McLean.     My  lord  knew  nothing;  of  the  boundbiyf» 
haYing  ever  been  agreed  on  by  Sir  William,  bad  sent  the 
letters  to  the  board  of  trade,  desiring  search  to  be  madai 
diere  for  Sir  William's  letters,  and  ordered  Mr.  M'Lean  to^ 
search  tiie  secretary's  office,  who  found  nodiing.    We  ha^ 
much  discourse  about  it ;  and  I  pressed  the  importance,  o^ 
disputching  orders  immediately  to  JSir  William  to  compMat 
the  affiiir.    His  lordship  asked  who  was  to  make  the  pur^ 
chase,  i.  e.  be  at  the  expense  ?  I  said  that  if  the  line  included: 
any  lands  within  the  grants  of  die  charter  colonies,  tfae^ 
should  pay  die  purchase  money  of  sudi.prdi>ortion.    If, 907 
vridiin  the  proprietary  grants,  they  should  pay  dieir  propor<« 
tion ;  but  that  what  was  within  royal  governments^  Where  the 
king  granted  the  knds,  the  crown  sbonld  pay  for  dutt  pro* 
portion.    His  lordship  was  pleased  to  say,  he  thought  this 
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reasobable.  He  jBoally  desired  me  to  go  to  Lord  Clare  as 
from  bim^  and  urge  the  business  there,  wfaieh  I  midertoeh  to 
da.  Ambng  other  things  at  this  conversationwe  talked  of 
the  new  setdemeot;  his  lordship  tcdd  me  he  had  himself 
drtfvm  up  a  paper  of  reMms  for  those  setdemdtits^  which  be 
laid  before  the  king  in  comicil>  acquainting  tfaenr  thai  h»  did 
not  offer  diem  merely  as  his  own  sentiments^  they  wete  Ivhat 
behadcoUected  flrom  General  Amherst,  Bf.  FranUb/amFMs. 
iaekson>  three  gentlemen  that  were  allowed  to  be  the  test 
atidiori  ties  tor  any  diing  ihat  r^ted  to  Anmica.  I  thibkhe 
added,  that  Ihe  council  stoned  to  approve  of  die  ijasigsir  I 
know  it  WasreliMed  to  the  board  of  thaie,  who>  I  bciiev^ 
have  not  yet  reported  on  it^'  and  I  doUbt  wil)  report  sqpdnsi 
It.  *'  My 'lord  -told  me  one  pleasant  circumstanci^-via.  thai  he 
faslC  shown  hts  paper  to  the  dean^of  Oloucestsr-  (Tucker)  to 
hear  his  opinion  of  the  matter  |  who  very  sagaciously  ipss 
narked,  diet  he  was  sure  tlM  paper  was  drawwnp  by>Dn 
Franklin ;  he  saw  him  in  every  paragraph ;  adding>-  that  'Dr. 
fVaaftiin  wanted  to  remove  the  seat  of  government!  tc^Aine^ 
rica !  that^  said  he,  is  his  constant  plant:  w  i. 

I  waited  next  mommg  upon  LordClam^^  imd  praised  the 
m'atter.of  the  boundary  closely  upon' him.  He  said  tkef 
could  not  find  they  had  ever  received  aiiyllettcfrs  flrem  Sit* 
WtHiattfeoneemiiBg  this  boundary,  but'  were  'searching  hv* 
ther :  agreed  to  the  necessity  of  settling  it ;  but  thought 
diere  would  be  smne  AflSculty  about  'Who-'  should  pay  the 
purchase-menqr  \  for  that  this  country  .was.  alrpwly  so  Headed 
it  could  bear  no  more»  We  then  talked  of  the  new  colonies. 
I  found  he  was  indined  to  diink  one  near  the  mouth  o^  the 
Ohio  ihigfat  be  of  use,  in  secnriiig'the  toitrj^  but  did  dot 
mud»  apintyvetbat  «t=  Detroit;^  And  as  to  Ike' fhNte;  be 
iaiaghied  it  woiild  be  of  litde  cmMqneiice  if* we  hndali  die 
p^lfsy  to  be  paidnsedibeni  km  supp^^       tnatorv  worid 

vofc,  i»  t 
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ieli  it  dii^y  to  4ie  French  and  SpMuardt,  at  New  OikMu^ 
as  he  heard  they  had  hitherto  done.  :•     i 

.  Atthe  same  tinie  that  we  Americans  wish  not  to  be  jndg^ 
of  in  the  gross^  by  particular  papers  written  by  aniwiyinowi 
scribblers  and  published  in  the  colonies,  it  would  hewdLit 
we  eould  avoid  falling  into  the  same  mistake  in  America^  ki 
judging  of  mmisters  here  by  the  fibds  printed  against  ibeau 
The  bnclosed  is  a  very  abusiTe  one,  in  which,  if  there,  .is  -aaf( 
fooadation  of-  tratb,  it  can  only  be  in  the  insimiatioo -'CdM 
tabed  in  the  words^  ^'  mfter  tUom  adjfmrnrnaiU^  Aat  t|M|p 
are  loo  apt  to  postpone  business :  but  if  they  have  givab  mtf 
CMSCasion  for  this  reflection,  there  are  reasons  and  tanm/A 
atanoes  that  may  be  urged  in  their  excuse.  ^   v-'sa 

•  It  gives  me  pkmsure  to  hear  that  tiie  peofde  of  die  '(MMr 
eoUmies  are  not  insensible  of  die  aeal  with  which  I  < 
lAy  espouse  their  respective  interests,  as  well  as  Ibe  i 
of  the  whole.    I  shall  continue  to  do  so  as  long  as  1 1 
hese  and  am  able.  .     ^  ^  :    .  ..^tY^. 

-.  The  present  ministiy  seem  now  likely  to  oontinoe  thflon^ 
diis  session  of  parliament ;  and  peibaps^  if  the  new  pariit- 
ahent  should  not  differ  greatly  in  complexion  from  this^-llNgr 
taiqr  be  fixed' for  a  number  of  yearSj  which  I  eamestlytwiA^ 
^  we  have  no  chance  for  a  better  f        -  r:-  v^ 

'     Your  affectionate  father,  B.  FrankliW4>' 

To  JoaiPH  GALbovirAT,  Esq. 
'  Paper  money — Mr.  GrenvtBe^Duke  ofBedfiird^' 

I  duly  received  your  ftnrorS'Of  August  M^  Skf^ 

^ Member  40,  md  October  8,  and  withm  diese  few  dayi' eM^of 

FeiHiBMry  14,  recommendaig  Mr.  Morgan  EdWai*  ud  Ida 

iffiurof  the  Riiode  JMaiid  cdll^^  which  i 
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promofe^  deemii^  Ae  iii86|iition  one  of  the  most  <atdiolie  tml 

generous  of  the  kind.         *:  *  /      .  ■  J  ,.*l   „. 

:  I  am"  inclined  to  think  with  you,  that  the  small  sum  'Jroti 
have 'issued  to  discbarge  the  public  debts  oniy^  will  not  be 
materially  affected  in  its  credit  for  want  of  the  legal  tender 
coosidertng  especially  the  present  extreme  want  of  mone(y.« 
the  provinae.  You  appeak*  to  me  to  poiot.out  the  tn^e  camt 
of  the:  general,  distress,  viz.  the  late  luxurious  knode  of,  Uvii^ 
introdaced,by  a. too  great  plenty  of  cash*  It.is  indejedamyk^ 
iag  to  consider  that  we.  had  a  quantity  sufficient  befoni.iA^ 
mur  began,  and  that  the  war  added  immiensely  to  that  qmit 
tilgr.by  the  sums  spent  among  iis  by  the  crown^  and  therpf^wr 
struck  and  issued  in  the  province ;:  and  now,  in  so  few  yeftf!% 
id)  t|ie  9iooey  spent  by  the  crown  is  gone  away,  end  has  iar- 
^ied  with  it  all  the  gold  and.  silver  we  had  before,  leavingijgip 
AwEeiwd  empty,  and  at  die. same  time  more  in  debt  to,!&%- 
itod  than^ever  we  werei  B^t  I  am  inclined  to  think  thai  dia 
mere  making  more  money  will  not  mend  ourcircumstancMt 
if  fmilonotfetjyirtt  ta  that  industry  and  frugality  which  lifere 
the  fundamental  causes;  of  our  former  prosperity.  I].4lill 
aeverthel^st  do  i9y«tmos^.  this  winter  to  obtain  the  nf>e4  #f 
dm'act  restn^ning  ih»  legal  tender,  if  our  frienda  the  fp^ 
chants  think  it  practicable,,  and.  will  heartily  espoo^^/the 
caiime:;-  and.ift  tQith  they  have  fuU  as  much  interestj  iH  the 
event  as  we  have. 

The  preseiit.ministryj:  k'is.fiow.  thougUt^  ave  likely  to  con* 
tinue  at  least  till  a  new  pacliameot ;  so  that  our  apprebfnsions 
of  a  change,  and  that  Mr.  Grenville  would  come  in  again^ 
seektover  for  the  pr^Ment.  He  behaves  as  if-'H  Vm^ikl  of 
)^;.  head  on  ;th^  arti^W  of .  Ame^rifcar  whif  h  k»  brings  into  every 
/dj^bate  without  chyoie  Of  realBon,  when  tbev  matter  haa^iotl^ 
Jteifit^conKiexiQi|;wi|yb^.k  9.  thus  at  the.begin^u^  of  dmcjifs- 
iioiv^^dSV  4he^H}^bat^  |4p<^|l»  I^f !  sp«^  ho  tired  4r?try 
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body^  even  his  fiiends,  with  a  long^haraogne  shout  «iid«gupsl 
America^  of  which  there  was  not  a  word  in  the  speech*'  Last 
Friday  he  produced  in  the  house  %  kte  Boston  gaxette^mAidi 
be  aaid  denied  the  legislativ€  authority  of  parliament^  w«p 
traaaonable^  rebell^us^  &c.j  and  moved  it  might  be  read,  ao8 
diat  .the  house  would  take  cogninnce-  of  it ;  bjut  it  beoig 
moved,  on  the  other  hand,  that  Mr.  G/s  motion  shoidd  be 
{KMtponed  to  that  day  six  months,  it  was  carried  without  • 
division :  and  as  it  is  known  that  this  parliament  willeqiM 
before  that  tiroes  it  was  equivalent  to  a  total  rejectioa  of  Iho 
motion.  Tlie  JDuke  of  B.  too,  it  seems,  moved  in  vain-te 
a  consideration  of  this  paper  in  the  house  of  lords.  !IlMi 
are  favorable  symptoms  of  the  present  disposition  of  pailii^ 
ment  towards  America,  which  I  hope  no  copduel  of » the 
Americans  will  give  just  cause  of  altering. 

Be  so  good  as  to  present  my  best  respects  to  thaboii8»|  - 
and  believe  me,  with  sincere  esteem  and  reganl,  dear  sir>  yonr 
affectionate  friend  and  most  obedient  servant, 

B.  FRANKLrVi 

To  Mr.  Ross,  Philadelpia. 

Qtiestion  of  admitting  America  to  be  represented  in  the 
Bntidi  parliameni. 

Dear  Sir,  London,  Dec.  12,  1767. 

I  received  your  kind  letter  of  October  18»  I 
had  before  seen,  with  great  pleasure^  your  name  in  the  papers 
as  chosen  for  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

The  instruction  you  mention  as  proposed  by  a  certain 
(rest  man,  was  really  a  wild  one.  The  reasons  you  made 
use  of  against  it  were  clear  and  strong,  and  could  nol  but 
prevails  It  vriil  be  time  enough  to  show  a  dialiba  to  the 
GoaiitioQ  when  it  is  proposed  to  us.    Meanwhile  we  have  all 
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the  advantage  in  the  agreement  of  taxation,  which  our  not  be* 
ing  represented  will  continne  to  give  U8«  I  think  indeed  thai 
such  an  event  is  very  remote.  This  nation  is  indecid  too 
proud  to  propose  admitting  American  representatives  into 
their  parliament;  and  America  is  not  so  humble,  or  so  fend 
of  the  honor,  as  to  petitioo  for  it.  In  matrimonial  matches^ 
it  is  said^  when  one  party  is  willing  the  match  is  half  made; 
but  where  neither  party  is  willing  there  is  no  great  danger  of 
their  coming  together.  And  to  be  sure  such  an  importaafl 
business  would  never  be  treated  of  by  agents  unimpowefedl 
and  uninstructed ;  nor  would  government  here  act  upon  die 
private  opinion  of  agents  which  might  be  disowned  bj  theitf* 
cmistitiientSc 

The  present  ministry  seem  now  likely  to  eonltnue  ihrongb 
this  session  ;  and  this,  as  a  new  elecfioa  approaches,  gives 
them  the  advantage  of  getting  so  many  of  dieir  friends  chosen 
as  may  give  a  stability  to  their  administration,  i  heartSy 
wish  it,  because  they  are  all  well  cBsposed  towards  Atfierica. ' 

With  sincere  esteem,  I  am,  dear  sir,  your  affectionate  friend 
and  most  obedient  servant,  B.  Fsanklin^ 

To  GovaBNOB  Feanklin^ 

The  Boston  resolutions  concerning  trade — AnecdoU  relative 
to  Col.  Qns/ocr  and  Mr.  Grenville. 

Dbab  Son,  London^  Dec^  19,  1767. 

l%e  resofaitioiM  of  the  Boston  people  con^^ 
ceming  trade  make  a  great  noise  here.  Pariisment  has  not 
yet  taken  notice  of  Aem,  Ibut  the  newspapers  are  in  fuflf  ery 
against  America.  Colonel  Onslow  told  me  sit  court  hsi 
Sunday^  Aat  I  could  not  conceive  how  mudi  the  friends  o£ 
America  Were  run  tij^oh  atid  hurt  by  theli^attd  how  faiutk 
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file  Grenvillians'  ^iiitephed.  I  have  jvat  ^wnttenr  t  ^|feribr 
Aext  Tuesday'^  Chronicle^  to  extenuate  matters  a  little;  -  '^'-  - 
Mentioning  Colonel  Onslow>  reminds  me  of  80iniMlJihi| 
that  passed  at  the  beginning  of  this  session  in  the  housej-ki^ 
twieen  him  and  Mr.  Grenville.  The  latter  Ind  beeif  rawing 
igaim^t  America,  as  traitorous,  rebellious,  8tc*  nvhen  the^l^tt 
itier, '  who  has  always  been  its  firm  fneud,  stood  vp-  and 
gnifcly  said,  that  in- reading  the  Roman  history^  be  foandk  it 
Wis  a  custom  among  that  wise  and  magnanimoiis  pedpM^ 
Wlieneter  the  senate  was  informed  of  any  discontent  in'  tti 
provinces,  to'  send  two  or  three  of  dieir  body  into  the  4itcoa^ 
tented  provinces,  to  inquire  into  the  grievances  comphdned 
of,  and  report  to  the  senate  that  mild  measurea  might ; 
to^  remedy  what  was  amiss,  before  any  severe  steps 
taken  to  enforce  ofiedi^nce. .  That  this  exainple  he  thought 
worthy  our  imitation  in  the  present  state  of  our  colonies ;  ibr 
he  did  so  far  agree  with  the  honorable  gentleman  that  ^poke 
juisl'- before  him,  as  to- allow  there  were  gieat  discontents 
ateMgdiem.  He  riionid  therefore  lieg  leave  to  move^tlMit 
tt^O'iM^thi^e  miembers  of  parliament  be  appobted  .to  fgojover 
tb  New  fdigland  on  this  service.  And  that  it  might  not  be 
supposed  he  was  for  imposing  bartbens  on  others  tint  ke 
would  not  be  willmg  to  bear  himself,  he:  did,  at  the  same 
time,  declare  his  own  willingness,  if  the  house  should  think 
fit  to  appoint  them,  to  go  over  thidier  with  that  honormbk 
gentleman.  Upon  this  there  was  a  great  laugh,  which  coii» 
tintied  some  time,  and  was  rather  increased  by  Mr*  Gnm 
ville's  asking,  ''will  the  gentleman  engage  that  I  shall  lua 
safe  there  l  Can  I  be  assured  that  I  diall  be  allowed  to:€SOiM 
back  again  to  make  the  report  ?^  Aa  apon  as  the JaMgh^wna 
so  far  subsided  as  that  Mr.  Onslow  could  be  beani  i 
added :  <«  I  cannot  absolntdly  engq^  for  tbe.boQMAfo 
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dflnum's  safe  return ;  bst  if  he  goes  lliithar  npoo  li^  jenn^  I 
am  BtroDgly  of  opinton  the  event  will  contribute  greatly  to  jfce 
liitiire  quiet  of  both  countries.''  On  which  the  laugh- was 
renewed  and  redoubled. 

If  our  peofde  should  iblkw  the  Boston  example  in  ei|ter« 
isg  into  resolutions  of  frugality  and  industry,  full  as  necesniy 
for  us  as  for  them,  I  hope  ihey  will  among  odier  thiogs  gUe 
this  reason,  that  it  is  to  enable  them  more  speedily  and  eflbc* 
tually  to  discharge  their  debts  to  Grreat  Britain :  this  wilt 
soften  a  little,  and  at  the  same  time  appear  honorable  and 
like  ourselves.    Yours,  8cc.  B.  Fran klin^^ 


r^  ■» 


From  Govbrnor  Pownall  to  Dr.  Franklin. 

Concerning  an  equal  communication  of  rights^  privilegi^i  tjc. 
to  America,  by  Great  Britain, 

Dbar  Sir, 

The  following  objection  against  eommunkaliiq^ 
to  the  c<^nies  the  righti^  privilq;es,  and  powers  of  the  realj% 
as  to  parts  of  the  realm^  has  been  made.  I  have  been  tm-^ 
deavoring  to  obviate  it,  and  I  communicate  [it}  to  yon^  io 
hopes  of  your  promised  assistance. 

if,  soy  the  objector$f  we  communicate  to  the  cohmi^  the 
power,  of  sending  representatives,  and  in  consequence  expect 
them  to  participate  in  an  equal  share  and  proportion  of  idl 
our  taxes,  we  must  grant  to  them  all  the  powers  of  trade 
and  manu&cturing^  which  any  other  parts  of  the  realm  withib 
the  isle  of  Great  Britain  enjoy^-^If  90,  perchaqce  the  pro- 
fits of  the  Atbntic  commerce  may  converge  to  some  centie 
IB  Anmrica^;  to  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia^cOf.te 
somo  of  thelries :— if  so,  dmi  the  natural  and  artificial  pff»» 
ikwde  of  dK  cokmieSii.  ami  in^  ixwrso  of  consequences^  the 
landed  interest  of  the  colonies,  will  be  promoted ;  while  die: 
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k««  iil%v«ifii  (iwiN  ilin  fiiisi.  AcktiiliifMus  •it«lllMill^*MllM■^« 
iHllMhINMW  WiM  Ill«»i1f»  MCIIM  Mid  'fit  iiMBui«cMlit  i'^9f^ 
AmIiI  i«|4lM«l  nil  ItniHim  lUtii  .KX>^ri  past.        i   :v  :      ' 
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Changt  of  mnithjf^B^fard  parijf  to  came  in. 

Deab  Sok>  Landtm,  Jan.  9, 1768. 

We  huve  had  to  matij  alarmt  of  changes  which 
did  not  take  place^  that  just  when  I  wrote  it  was  thoiq;ht  tbe 
ministry  would  stand  their  ground.    However,  imiaedKately 
after  the  talk  was  renewed,  4nd  it  soon  appeared  the  Sunday 
changes  were  actually  settled.    Mi^«  Conway  lettgns^  and 
Lord  Weymouth  lakes  his  place.    Lord  Gower  is  made 
president  of  the  council  in  the  room  of  Lord  Northington. 
Lord  Shelbume  is  stript  of  the  American  buttoiess,  which  is 
given  to  Lord  Hillsborough  as  secretary  of  state  for  America^ 
a  new  distinct  department.   Lord  Sandwich^  it  is  said,  conies 
into  th&  post-office  in  his  pkce.    Several  of  the  Bedfoid 
party  are  now  to  come  in.    How  these  changes  flaayaflhct , 
us,  a  little  time  will  show.     Little  at  present  is  thought  of 
but  elections,  which  gives  me  hopes  that  nothing  wiU  be 
done  against  America  this  session,  thowgh  dm.  Boston  gaaetle 
had  occasioned  some  heatSf^and  die  Boston  resdutiansf  a  pio- 
digious  clamor.    I  have  .endeavored  to  paliiateinattas'  fior 
them  as  wdU  as  I  can.    I  send  you  my  immnscript  of  .one 
paper,,  though  I  diink  you  take  te  Ghitmicle.   Hm  editor 
of  ihat  paper,  miB  Jones,  -seeaw  a  GasuviUiaa,  or  ia  vsrif 
cautious^  as  you  vriUeee^  by  hia  corrections  aadonusakms. 
He  has  dimvm  the  feaeth  aodpared  the  naik  of  my. papier,  so 
that  it '.can  spifherBcmlch  nor  bile.    It  seeasa^mly  topaiw 
and  mamUe»  .  i  jead  rjm  atao  two  other  late  pieces  of 
mine.    Thaoe  b  anothsr  which  I  cannot  find. 

](«m  tokd  thereJuulieeftiii  talk  of  getting  me  appoiMled 
under  aecmtaiy  lb  Load  Hillsboroii|^  ;  but^  wiidi  little  like- 
lihood, as  it  isa  settledpoint  faere  Ifaatlam  loo  much  of  :an 
American* 
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I  am  in  Teiy  good  healdB^  thanks  to.God.    Your  bAbo* 
tknate  father,  B.  Frahkxin.  .  - 

To  Joseph  Galloway,  Eag. . 

Change  of  ministry — American  affairs. 

Dear  Sir,  London^  Jan.  9i  1768. 

I  wrote  to  yoa  vift  Boston,  and  have  little  to  adil 
except  to  acquaint  jou  that  some  changes  have  taken  plao^ 
since  my  last,  which  have  not  the  most  promising  aspect  lor 
America,  several  of  the  Bedford  party  being  come  into  em* 
ployment  again ;  a  party  that  has  distniguished  itself  by  ex« 
claiming  against  us  on  all  late  occasions. '  Mn  Conway^  onef 
of  our  friends,  has  resigned,  and  Lord  Weymouth  takes  hii 
place.  Lord  Shelbume,  another  friend,  is  stripped  of  the 
American  part  of  the  business  of  his  office,  which  now  makes 
a  distinct  department,  in  which  Lord  Hillsborough  is  fdaced. 
I  do  not  think  this  nobleman  in  general  ail  enemy  to  Ame^ 
rica ;  but  in  the  afiair  of  paper  money  he  was  last  winter 
strongly  against  us.  I  did  hope  I  had  removed  some  of  fab 
prejudices  on  that  head,  but  am  not  certam.  We  have  liow» 
ever  increased  the  cry  for  it  here,  and  believe  diaO  atlenpt 
to  obtain  the  repeal  of  the  act,  tbou^  the  Boston^  gasetle 
and  their  resolutions  about  manofiictares  have  bust  us  mn^^ 
having  occasioned  an  immense  clamor  here.  I  have  endtti^ 
Yored  to  palliate  matters  for  them  as  well  as  I  can,  and  faofie 
with  some  success.  For  having  in  a  large  company,  in  wilidi 
were  some  members  of  pailiamenl^  given  satisfiiction  to  all 
by  what  I  alleged  in  explanation  of  the  conduct  of  Aitt 
Americans,  and  to  show  that  they  vi^ere  not  quite  so  vnrea- 
sonable  as  they  appear  to  be,  I  was  advi|ied  by  sevenlpie* 
sent  to  make  my  sentiments  public,  not  only  for  tbe  adee  of 
America,  but  as  it  would  be  some  ease  to  our  frienda  here, 
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who  Are  triumphed  over  a  good  deal  by  ooradveratries  on 
the  occasion.  I  have  accordingly  done  it  in  the  encloaed 
paper.  I  shall  write  you  fully  on  other  subjects  very  soon  : 
at  present  can  only  add  my  respects  to  the  committee,  and 
that  I  am^  dear  sir,  your  fEuthful  humble  servant, 

B.  FRANKLIN-f 

To  Joseph  Galloway,  Esfi. 

Restraining  act  relative  to  paper  money'^Conversation  with 
Lord  Hillsborough  on  the  subject^  and  on  a  change  of 
government  in  Pennsylvania — Farce  acted  by  parliament 
respecting  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  Oxford — Borough* 
jobbing — Mr.  Beckford's  bill  to  prevent  bribery  and  cor*- 
ruption — Sarcastic  reply  to  Mr.  Thurlow  who  opposed  it. 

Dear  Sib,  London,  Feb.  17>  1768. 

In  mine  of  January  9,  I  wrote  to  you  that  I 
believed,  notwithstanding  the  clamor  against  America  had 
been  greatly  increased  by  the  Boston  proceedings,  we  should 
attempt  this  session  to  obtain  the  repeal  of  the  restraining 
act  ^relating  to  paper  money.  The  change  of  administration 
with. regard  to  America  affairs,  which  was  agreed  on  some 
time  befqre  tb^  new  secretary  kissed  hands  and  entered  upon 
bmin^s,,mAde.^^  impossible  to  go  forward  with  that  affair,  as 
tfau^  ininister.  quitti^  that  department  would  not,  and  bis  suc- 
cessor'cpul4  ^ot  engage  in  it ;  but  now  our  friends  the  mer- 
chants have .  been,  moving  in  i^  and  some  of  them  have  con- 
ceived hopes  from  the  manner  in  which  Lord  Hillsborough 
attended  to  ,  their  ,  representations.  It  had  been  previously 
concluded  among  us,  that  if  the  repeal  was  to  be  obtained  at 
all,  it  must  be. proposed  in  the  light  of  a  favor  to  the  mer- 
chants of  this  country,  and  asked  .for  by  them,  not  by  the 
agents  as  a;  favor  to  America.    But  as  my  lord  had  at  sundry 
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times,  before  he  came  into  hit  present  stadooi  cBtconnad 
with  me  oo  the  subject,  and  got  from  me  a  copy  of  aqi 
answer  to  his  report  when  at  the  head  of  the  board  of  .trade) 
which  some  time  since  he  thanked  me  for^  and  said  he  wooHl 
lead  again  and  consider  carefully,  I  waited  upon  him  diia 
fri^ming,  partly  with  mtent  to  learn  if  he  had  changed  big 
sentiments.  We  entered  into  the  subject  and  had  a  long: 
conversation  upon  it,  in  which  all  the  arguments  he  uae# 
against  the  legal  tender  of  paper  money  were  intended  t» 
demonstrate  that  it  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  dwBH 
selves  to  have  no  such  money  current  among  them ;  and  it 
was  strongly  his  opinion,  that  after  the  experience  of  brfbg 
witfiout  it  a  few  years,  we  should  all  be  convinced  •£  flat 
trudi,  as,  he  said,  the  New  England  colonies  now  wcre^  fkej 
having  lately,  on  die  rumor  of  an  intended  applicatioii  fep 
taking  off  the  restnunt,  petitioned  here  that  it  might  he  con-^ 
tinned  as  to  them.  However,  his  lordship  was  pleased  W 
say,  that  if  such  application  was  made  for  the  three  cofomtt. 
of  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  and  New  York,  as  I  iiro^'^ 
posed,  it  should  have  fair  play :  he  would  himself  give  h  tiff 
sort  of  opposition ;  but  he  was  sure  it  would  meet  Widi  m 
great  deal,  and  he  thought  it  could  not  succeed.  Hm  y/nd 
pleased  to  make  me  compliments  upon  my  i>aper,  assuring 
me  he  had  read  it  with  a  great  deal  of  attention ;  that  I  had' ' 
said  much  more  in  favor  of  such  a  currency  diari  he  dKHi^jW 
could  be  said,  and  all  he  believed  diat  the  subject  #01113 
admit  of;  but  that  it  had  not  on  the  whole  changed  bia 
opinion,  any  further  than  to  induce  him  to  leave  die  mattelr' 
now  to  the  judgment  of  others,  and  let  it  take  its  coulae^' 
widiout  opposing  it,  as  last  year  he  had  determined  to  Isrre 
done.  I  go  into  the  city  to-morrow  to  confer  iMA  tti€ 
merdmnta  again  upon  it ;  that  if  diey  see  any  hopes,  'i^'  vmf 
at  least  Iry  die  event :  but  I  own  my  eipectationi  ire  now' 
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very  jlcnder,  koowiog,  at  I  do,  that  n^dnng  it  to  be  done  ta 
parliament  that  it  not  a  meatiire  adopted- l^y  minUtry  and 
ttii^rted  by  their  strength,  much  lets  any  thing  they  aro 
averte  (o  or  indifferent  about. 

I  took  the  opportunity  of  ditcourailig  with  hit  lordthip 
GOQoemii^  our  particuhur  afiair  of  the  change  of  govemmevt, 
gave  him  a  detail  of  all  proceedingt  hitherto,  the  deligrt  it 
had  met  with,  and  its  present  situation.  He  was  pleated  to 
say  he  would  inquire  into  the  matter,  and  would  talk  widi 
me  further  upon  it.  He  «ipressed  great  satisfaction  in  tb^ 
good  disposition  that  he  said  appeared,  now  to  be  genend  i|i 
America  with  regard  to  government  here,  according  to  the 
latest  advices ;  and  informed  me  that  he  had  by  his  migettgf'a 
order  wrote  the  most  healing  letters  to  the  several  governor^ 
which,  if  shown  to  the  assemblies,  as  he  supposed  they  wouM 
be,  could  not  but  confirm  that  good  disposition^  Aa  tc^tb^ 
permission  we  want  to  bring  wine^  fruit,  and  oil,  direct!;  hom 
Spain  and  Portugal,  and  to  carry  iron  direct  to  foreigii 
markets,  it  is  agreed  on  all  hands  that  this  is  an  unfisvoraMf 
time  to  move  in  those  matters,  G.  Grenville  and  thoif  jb^tb^ 
opposition  on  every  hint  of  the  kind  making  a  gr^t  noipy 
about  the  act  of  navigation,  idiat  palladium  of  Rnglimdj  as 
they  call  it,  to  be  given  up  to  rebellious  America,  &€•  flLc;  ap 
that  the  ministry  would  n/ot  venture  to  propose  it  \i  they 
approved.  I  am  to  wait  on  die  secretaiy  again  next  Wednes- 
day, and  shall  write  you  further  what  passes  that  is  materiiL 

The  parliament  have  of  late  been  actmg  an  ^gregiona 
farce,  calling  before  them  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  Ox- 
ford, for  proposing  a  sum  to  be  paid  by  their  old  membea 
on  being  rechosen  at  the  next  election ;  and  sundry  printers 
and  brokers  for  advertising  and  dealing  in  boroughs,  &cr 
The  Oxford  people  were  tent  to  Newgate,  and  discharged 
after  some  days  in  humble  petition,  and  receiving  the  speaker's 
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reprimand  upoiijdunr  knees.    The  house  could  scarody  keep 
countenances,  knowing,  as  they  ail  do,  that  die  practice  is 
general.    People  say,  they  mean  nothing  more  than  to  befit 
down  the  price  by  a  little  discouragement  of  borougb;|oblNngp 
now  that  their  own  elections  are  all  coming  on.    The  price 
indeed  is  grown  exorbitant ;  no  less  than  40001.  for  a  toon* 
her !  -  Mr.  Beckford  has  brought  in  a  bill  <br  pravmitiiig 
bribery  and  corruption  in  elections,  wherein  was  a  clause  U^ 
oblige  eveiy  member  to  swear  on  their  admiitioa  into  t|w 
house,  that  he  had  not  directly  or  indirectly,  given  •nji;biib9 
to  any  elector,  &c. ;  but  this  was  so  universally  rirjaiUfjl 
against,  as  answering  no  end  but  perjuring  the  nie9Qber%4Nrt 
he.faaa  been  obliged  to  withdraw  that  clause.    It  was  isflpad 
a  cruel  contrivance  of-  his,  worse  than  the  ^gunpowder  pIliM. 
for  diat  was  only  to  blow  the  parliament  up  to  heaven ;  limM 
to  nak  them  all  down*  to  ■      ^i    Mr.  Thurlow  nppnstfi  Jpjl 
biU  by  a  long  speech.    Beckford,  in  replyj  gave  a  diy  l^Mtf 
the    house,  that  is  repeated  everywhere :  .  <'  the.  iMMmMf 
gentleman,"  says  he,'  ^*  in  hia  learned  discourse,  gave  jipfi  :^ff^ 
one  definition  of  corruption^  then  he  gave  ua  another^dc^lPr 
lion  of  corruption^  and  11  think  he  was  about  to  ^ive  na  a  t*wnt 
Pray  does  that  gentleman  imagine  ti€r$  u  Mjf  mmb^-x^ 
tkk  houte  that  does  not  know  what  cprhqition  is?*'  'wlygli 
occasioned  only  a  roar  of  hiughter ;  for  they  jarei  so  ^f^rflffi^ 
im  the  practice  that  they  are  very,  lit^e  ashamed  of.  iiUi  ,3^ 
between  ourselves.    I*  am,  with  sinceres^  eateem^dWMM^ 
your  most  obedient  humble. servant,   , ,«.:  .B«,fdM^^jK:%ist«r 
'      ■  w       '  '  ■' ■^     ::..'■  .:..wt 

■    ■      ■'  ■   .  .''if/- 

•■       '  '      ■  •  •    .  '         ■  JO  *»V    f^'.i 
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To  T.  WhaETQN,  Esfi.  pHILADSj^PHIA. 

Conversation  tdiih  Mr.  Secretary  Conway  relative  t&  Kt$ 
resignation,  and  to  American  affairs — Boston  proceeif-* 

DsAE .  FeiekDp  London,  Rb.  90, 1788. . 

1  received  your  favon  of  Noyember  17/  mdi 
18|  with  another  dozen  of  excellent  wine,  the  tnanufactoreiof 
onr  friend  Lieveiy;  t  thank  you  for  -the  care  you  have  taken-: 
in  forwarding  them,  and  for  your  kind  good  wishes  that 
acdompany  thein.  ^t     .     . 

The  story  you  mentbn  of  Secretary  Conway's  wondering 
what  I  could  be  doing  in'Engtend>  and  that  he  had  not  seen 
ttefor  a  censiderahld  timci  savors  strongly  of  die  channel 
through  wbiclif  it'came^  and  deserves  no  notice.    But  sinee 
his 'name  is  itaeiitibnedy  it  gives  ni^  occasion  to  relate  wlM 
passed  between  us  the  last  time  1  had  the  honorof  conversing 
with  him.-'  It  was  at  courts  vrhen  the  late  changes  w«re^ first 
tmk^ttdf  atldit  was  repotted  he  was  to'mign  the  secretaff^ 
office.  ■  l\ilk{tig'  of  'America,  I  said  I  was  sorry  to  firtd  that 
our  friends  were  one  afWr  another  quitting  the  administration  ( 
that  1  was  apprehensive  of  the  consequences,  and  hoped 
what  I  heard  '^  liis  giMug  out  was  not  true.     He  said  it  was 
really  true,  the  employment  had  not  been  of  his  choice;  he 
had  never  any  taste  for  it,  but  had  submitted  to  engage  in  it 
for  a  time  at  die  instance  of  hisiriends,  and  he  bdieved  his 
removal  coul^  not  be  attended  with  any  ill  consequences  to 
America.      That  be  was  a  sincere  well-wisher  to  the  pro- 
sperity of  that  country  as  well  as  this,  and  hoped  the  impru- 
dencies  of  either  side  would  never  be  carried  to  such  a  height 
as  to  create  a  breach  of  the  union,  so  essentially  necessary  to 
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tbe  ^fim  of  boA.  That  as  long  as  his  maiesty  condnuo^ 
lo  honor  him  with  a  diare  in  his  councib,  America  should 
always  find  in  him  a  friend,  8cck  This  I  write. as  it  wit 
agreeable  to  ine  to  bear,  and  I  suppose  will  be  so  to  you  to 
reidk  For  bis  charteter  has  more  in  it  of  the  frank  honesty 
of  the  soldier,  than  of  the  plausible  insincerity  of  the  courtier  | 
and  tfierefore  what  he  says  is  more  to  be  depended  oBt  Tke 
proprietor's  disUke  to  my  continuing  in  Ei^Iand  to  be  i 
is  very  natural ;  as  well  as  to  the  repeated  choice  of 
bly-»men  not  bis  friends;  and  probdbly  b^  woul4  at  Ifa^ef 
little  answer  his  purpoass^  wish  to  see  .dedioiia  as  wi^  «i 
agencies  abolished.  They  make  him  very,  unheppy^  bufcril 
cannot  be  helped*  :'-!/• 

The  proceedings  in  Bostoi^  as  die  news  came  just  mnn 
the  meeting  of  parliamen^^  and  occasioned  great  ttlmM 
here,  gave  nie  much  concenu  And  as  jsvery  ^iSiBnsiva  dung 
done  in  America  is  charged  upon  all,,  atid  every  pvofincid 
though  unconcerned  in  it,  soflbrs  in  its  internets  thraugb  ikf 
general  disgust  given,  pnd  the  litde  distinctiw  biere  mildly  Jl 
became  necessary  I  thought  to'  palliate  the  matter  a  litde  Alt 
our  own  sakes.;  and  dierefore  I  wrote  the  paper  which  pfOf 
bably  you  have  seen  printed  in  the  ChiPooicle  of  •  January  7^ 
and  signed  F+S.'  t 

Yours  affectionately,  B.  FRAKtlbiK.  / 

■t 

■  Mejcoirs  er  Lin,  Part  III.  pi]T9.  4toed»  aad-WaiTUP%4tu 
ed.  Part  I.  sect.  1.  p.  43. 
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To  GovERNOB  Franklin. 

Lord  Hillsborough — The  Farmer' 9  letters — American 
manufactures — tJew  elections  in  England. 

Dear  Son,  London^  March  13,  17G8.  . 

I  have  received  all  together  your  letters  of 
January  6^  SI,  and  22  :  it  had  been  a  great  while  that  1  had 
not  beard  from  you. 

The  purpose  of  settling  the  new  colonies  seems  at  present 
to  be  dropped)  the  change  of  American  administration  not 
appearing  favorable  to  it.  There  seems  rather  to  be  an  in* 
cliuation  to  abandon  the  posts  in  the  back  country  as  more 
expensive  than  useful ;  but  counsels  are  so  continually  fluc- 
tuating here,  that  nothing  can  be  depended  on.  The  new 
secretary,  my  Lord  Hillsborough,  is  I  find  of  opinion  tiiat 
the  troops  should  be  placed,  the  chief  part  of  them^  in  Canada 
and  Florida,  only  three  battalions  to  be  quartered  in  14ew 
^Xork,  New  Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania  ;  and  that  forts  Pit^ 
Oswego,  Niagara,  &c.  should  be  left  to  the  colonies  tp  gar^ 
risen  and  keep  up  if  they  think  it  necessary  for  thi^  protectioA 
of  their  trade,  &c.  Probably  his  opinion  may  be  followed, 
if  new  changes  do  not  produce  othei[.  ideas.  As  to  my  owd 
sentiments,  I  am  weary  of  suggesting  them  to  so  many 
different  inattentive  heads,  though  I  must  continue  to  do  it 
while  I  stay  among  them.  The  letters  from  Sir  William 
Johnson  relating  to  the  boundary  were  at  last  found,,  and 
orders  were  sent  over  about  Christmas  for  completing  the 
purchase  and  settlement  of  it.  My  Lord  H.  has  promised 
me  to  send  duplicates  by  thiv  packet,  and  urge  the  speedy 
execution,  as  we  represented  to  him  the  danger  that  these 
dissatisfections  of  the  Indians  might  produce  a  war.  But  I 
can  tell  you  there  are  many  here  to  whom  the  news  of  such 

VOL.  I.  II 


J06  PE«r^||^  COERBtraHBJ»M€«  lUkET  IK 

m  %rfUr  would  give  pleuure ;  who  speak  of  it  aa-a  4u^g{tp  he 
wisbfid;  partly  as  a  chastisement  to  the  coloDies^  and  pfltljf 
to.  wike  them  fieel  the  want  of  protection  from  this  com^j^i 
and  pray  for  it  For  it  is  imagined  that  we  could  QoUfpaiK 
aibly  defend  ourselves  a^nst  the  Indians  without  attc)| 
asMStance,  so  little  is  the  state  of  America  understoodibepfu,.! 
My  Lord  H.  mentioned  the  Farmer's  letters  tome^|SHJ4 
he  had  read  them,  that,  they  were  well  writteui  and  he.Jbf^ 
lieved  he  could  guess  who  was  the  authoc,  looking  in  my.fiiiqf 
at  the  same  time  as  if  he  thought  it  was  me.  He  eensiui^ 
the  doctrines  as  extremely  wild,  8cc.  I  have  read  theqi  jn 
far  as  No.  8.  I  know  not  if  any  more  liave  beem  publifjp(q4< 
I.ahpuld  have  thought  diey  had  been  written  by  Mr.  DelaiHQb 
not  having  heard  any  mention  of  the  others  you  point,  out  ,||| 
joint  authors.  I  am  not  yet  master  of  the  idea  these  aodrtfif- 
14ew  England  writers  have  of  the  relation  b^tweep*BHt||ii| 
and  her  colonies.  I  know  not  what  the  Boston  people  «|iffM| 
hj  the  ^*  subordinatioD  "  they  acknowledge  in  their  aaseip^fc^y 
to  parliament,  while  they  deny  its  power  to  make  hws  rff$( 
them^oor  what  bounds  the  Fanner  sets  to  the  power  ihii 
acknowledges  in  pailiament  to  **  regulate  the  trade  o£  tl^l 
coloniea/'  it  being  difficult  to  draw  lines  betweeo  dutiaa  fiac 
regulation  and  those  for  vevanue^  and  if  die  parliament  u  >4 
be  die  judge,  it  seems  to  me  that  establishing  such  principba 
of  distinction  will  amount  to  little.  The  more  I  hsi|a 
Aoug^  and  read  on  the  subject  the  more  I  find  myself,  qwt 
firmed  in  opinion,  that  no  middle  doctrine  can  be  weU,iipaiiir 
tained,  I  mean  not  clearly  with  .  intelligible  argmmnla^ 
Somediing  might  be  made  of  either  of  the  extremes ;  .tbvt 
parliament  has  a  power  to  make  all  latn  for  us,  or  tbajt:  i| 
kaa-a  power  to  make  no  laws  for  us ;  and  I  think  the  Mgi^^ 
meats  for  the  latter  more  numerous  and  weighty  thao  Ihqia 
for  the  foraier.    Supposing  that  dootrine  eatabii«he4»  the 
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colonies  would  theff  be  so  maby  separate  Mates;  idnljr'SirtificI 
to  the  same  king ;  as  England  and  Scotland  were  bei%t^^tbl 
Union.  And  then  the  question  wduld  be^  whether  ft-Mitcftl 
like  that  with  Scotland  would  or  would  not  be  advnnCagecMi 
to  the  whole.  I  should  have  no  doubt  of  the  affihnathM} 
betftg  fully  persuaded  that  it  wottid  be  best  for  the  ^mhoUf^ 
and  that  though  particular  parts  might  find  particular  disad* 
vantages  in  it,  they  would  find  greater  advantages  in'ths^ 
dHihxrity  arising  to  every  part  from  the  increased  strength  bt 
fte^'irhole.  But  such  union  is  not  likely  to  take  place  whitd 
the  nature  of  our  present  relation  is  so  little  understood  oa 
ti6lti  sides  the  water^  and  sentiments  concerning  it  remak  8d 
vitidely  different.  As  to  tlie  Farmers'  combating,  as  yon  te^ 
tfiey' intend  to  do,  my  opinion  that  the  parliament  might  lay 
duties  though  not  impose  internal  taxes>  1  shall  not  give  wff^ 
s^E^lf  the  trouble  to  defend  it.  Only  to  you,  I  may  say/thirt 
not  only  the  parliament  of  Britain,  but  every  state  in  EurOjp* 
dsims  and  exercises  a  right  of  laying  duties  on  the  exporto-^ 
tldn  of  its  omn  commodities  to  foreign  countries.  A  duty  is 
paid  hiE^re  on  coals  exported  to  Holland,  and  yet  England 
has  no  right  to  lay  an  internal  tax  otf  Holland.  Ail  good§ 
brought  out  of  France  to  England,  or  any  other  counti^jry  "^ 
charged  with  a  small  duty  in  France,  which  the  con^bliiers 
pay;  and  yet  France  has  no  right  to  tax  other  coiffltiries; 
And  in  my  opinion  the  grievance  is  not  that  Britain  puli 
duties  upon  her  own  manufactures  exported  to  us^  but  th#t 
she  forbids  us  to  buy  the  like  manufactures  from  any -odVB^ 
country.  This  she  does  however  in  'nrtue  of  her  alltiWOd 
right  to  regulate  the  commerce  of  the  whole  empire,  allowed 
I  mean  by  the  Farmer,  though  I  think  whoever  would 'dtS4 
pute  that  right,  might  stand  upon  firmer  ground  and  makd 
Oittch  more  of  the  argument :  but  my  reaeouf  are  too  many 
add  too  loog  for  a  letter. 


:  Mr^  Grtovflle  complained  in  the  houfe  that  tbe.gwtriior 
of.rJSew  Jeriey,  New  Hampshire^  East  and  West  Flondii, 
ba^Qoneof  them  obeyed  tlie  orders  sent  themto  givflt-ilW 
af;i;Olint.of  the  manufacitures  carried  on  in  ]  their  reapactjiw 
j»lfOviBce8.  Upon  hearing  this  I  went  after  the  house  waa 
}ffip  and  got  a  sight  of  the  reports  made  bj  the  otfav 
governors.  They  are  all  mucb  in  the  same  straini,  t)iatlhefe 
are  no  manufactures  of  anj  consequence ;  in  Ma^s^cbpaetls 
a  little  coarse  woollen  only  made  in  families  for  thek  ews 
wear:  glass  and  knen  have  been  tried  and iailed.  Shp^^ 
I4mi,  Connecticut,  and  Mew  York,. much  the  samf. 
iPet^yjyania  has  tried  a  linen  manufactory,  but  it  is  dr^^pitlly 
it  being,  imported  cheaper;  there  is  a  glass-house  in  JL^q^ 
caster  county,  but  it  makes  only  a  little  coarse  ware  for  the 
couqitry  neighbors.  Maryland  is  clothed  all  widi  Eagliah 
manufactures.  Virginia  the  same,  except  that ^  in., iheir 
families  they  spin  a  Uttle  cotton  of.  their  own,;grQil^iBg. 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia  none.  All  speak  .of  the  ilear- 
ness  of  labor  that  makes  manufactures  impracticable;  Only 
the  governor  of  North  Carolina  parades  with  a  large  mano- 
facture  in  bis  country  that  may  bie  useful  to  Britain  of  pine 
boards;  they  having  fifty  saw-mills  on  one  river.  These 
acqounts  are  very  satisfactory  here,  and  induce  the  parliament 
to  despise  and  take  no  notice  of  the  Boston  resolutions.  I. 
wish  you  would  send  your  account  before  the  meeting  of 
next  pariiameut.  You  have  only  to  report  a  glass-honse  for 
coarse  window  glass  and  bottles,  and  some  domestic  manu- 
factures of  linen  and  woollen  for  family  nse  that  do  not  half 
clothe  the  inhabitants,  all  the  finer  goods  coming  firom 
'  England  and  the  like.  I  believe  you  will  be  puzzled  to^d 
any  other,  thou^  I  see  great  puffs  m  the  papers.       .^^  ^   " 

The  parliament  is  up,  and  the  nation  in  a  fermeflf  %itb  the 
new  elections.   <jreat  complaints  are  made  thafetbe'naSiu^ 
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interest  of  conntry  gentleiDeii  in  their  neighborliig  l^ortM^f , 
19  overborne  by  the  monied  interest  of  the  new  pcofile  wfano 
have  got  sudden  fortunes  in  the  Indies,  or  as  contractors,  8l^: : 
4000/.  is  now  the  market  price  for  a  borough.  In  shbri, 
this  vfaole  venal  nation  is  now  at  market,  will  be  sold'fSr 
about  Iwo  millions ;  and  might  be  booght  out  of  tiie  haMs 
of  the  present  bidders  (if  he  w^buld  offer  half  a  million  niohi) 
by  the  very  deril  himself. 

1  Aall  wait  on  Lord  H.  again  next  Wednesday  on  behalf 
of  (he  sufferers  by  Indian  and  French  depredations,  to  bite 
an  allowance  of  lands  out  of  any  new  grant  made  by  die  In- 
dians so  long  solicited  (and  perhaps  still  to  be  solicited)  in 
vain:  1  am  your  affectionate  father,  B.  Franklik. 

P.  S.  I  dined  yesterday  with  General  Monckton,  Migor 
Gates,  Colonel  Lee,  and  other  officers  who  have  served  in 
and  are  Mends  of  America.  Monckton  inquired  kindly  after 
your  welfiEire. 

To  THE  Committee  of  Correspondence,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

J  fair  of  (he  boundary  line  with  the  Indians — General  Gage 
— Governor  Pam. 

Gentlemen,  LondaHf  March  IS,  176&. 

On  receipt  of  your  letter  of  January  £0^  Mr^  Jack- 
son and  mysdf  waited  on  Lord  Hillsborough,  the  new  aecie- 
tary  of  state  for  American  afikira,  and  communicated  to  him 
the  contents,  pressing  the  necessity  of  enforcing  the  orders 
already  sent  to  Sir  William  Johnson  for  immediately  settling 
Lhe  affair  of  the  boundary  line  with  the  Indians.  His  JU>rd* 
ship  was  pleased  t^  ajMiure  us,  th^t  be  would  cajuse  duplicsles 
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of  I  the  ordtn  to  be  forwarded  by  thii  |Niqhe(  aqd  i 
cotnpletion  of  Ihem.  ^ tiv  i;  sift 

.  We-oommunicated  also  the  copy  of  Geabnd  Gaga^  Jettai|| 
and  the  messages  that  had  passed  between  the  govemonUA 
tbe-bouse  thereupon.  His  Lordship  acquaiiifte4  QS  .4Mt  * 
litter  from  Governor  Penn  had  been  ahownhiiBf.bjIitbej^iskt 
prietor  importing  that  a  horrid  murder  had  lately  been^-eom^ 
mittedon  the  Indians,  upon  which  the  govenioi;badiSAllfldsft 
proclamation  for  apprehending  the  murderer;  .a|Mi>;1)ii&e# 
bill  was  under  his  and  the  counciFs  consideration  to  prerenl 
future  settlemeuts  pn  Indian  lands.  But  his  lo^hip  remark- 
ed that  these  messages  had  not  been  communicafe4  U^  bim 
ty  the  proprietor.  -      » v 

^  Government  here  begins  to  grow  tired  of  the  enormdua 
expense  of  Indian  affairs,  and  of  maintaining  pOst^'ilA^ths 
Indian  country,  and  it  is  now  talked  of  as  a  proper  UMia^re 
to  abandon  these  posts,  demolishing  all  but  such  as  the  colo* 
mes  may  think  fit  to  keep  up  at  their  own  expense;  tfdtf  ^IM6 
to  return  the  management  of  their  own  Indian  affairs  *1bfil 
the  hands  of  the  respective  provinces  as  formerly.  WtiU 
th^  result  will  be  is  uncertain,  counsels  here  being  so  iiodJM 
nually  fluctuatmg.  But  I  have  urged  often  that  after  tiddi^ 
those  affairs  out  of  our  hands,  it  seems  highly  incuml^nf  t)lj 
fbe  miuistry  not  to  neglect  them,  but  to  see  that'di^y'tfS 
well  managed,  and  the  Indians  kept  in  peace.  I  think,' feMN 
ever,  that  we  should  not  too  much  depend  on  ther^  &SStfi 
Ais,  but  look  to  the  matter  a  little  ourselves,  tkking  lii/8/f 
opportunity  of  conciliating  the  afiections  of  thie  Bidi^Mi^^Hy 
seeing  that  they  always  have  justice  ilbne  them,  tfridiJbniS! 
times  kindness.  For  I  can  assure  you  that  here  ^tt  ¥SK 
iHinting  people  who,  though  not  iiow  in  the  miniitr^,HH$  mK 
knows  how  soon,  they  may  be,  and  if  tliey  weite"teiiMlnera 
wbtthf  &ke  no  step  V  prevent  an  ihdiafi  wai^  in  VU  Mifoiff^ 
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being  of  opbioii^  ndaah  Atsy  expnNft  openly  ikktih  ivbiihb 
be  a  very  good  thing,  in  the  first  place  to  chastise  'th»iQolo^ 
iiiatt  for  tbaip  undotifiihieaSi  and  iheii  lo  make  them. senttble 
of  ifae  necessity  of  protection  hj  thetiYxops  of  this  countiyi  nr; 
Mr.  Jackson  being  now  taken  up  with,  his  election  busb 
oeM,  will  hardly  have  time  to  write'  by  ttiis  fopportmnty.  Bul 
he  joins  with  me  in'respects  t6  you  and  the  assemblyi  ami 
assurantes  of  ovif  most  faithful  services.  I  am,  gentlemiSD^ 
yoilT'tliost  obedient,  and  most  bumble  servant,  \ 

•?  B.Fbakkuk;    * 

■* 

To  Joseph  Galloway,  Esq.  "''* 

Ijord  Hillsborough — The   old  parliament  gone — Krsf.  «ih 

stance  of  bribery  in  Queen  Elizabeth^s  time — Monstrously. 

risen  since. 

Pear  Sir,  London^March  13^  Xt^^f^^.^^ 

I  wrote  to  you  very  fully  p^r  Falconer  pu  Fetifiua^ji^ 
ajpcJLliave  siiice  received  yours  of  January  9.1^  together  wifh  onc( 
from  the  committee,  and  the  messages,  wiiich  as  you  w^,  sf ^ 
by  my  answer  to  the  committee  1  communicated  to  Lord  HilL^* 
borough.  His  lordship  read  them  deliberately,  and  to^^ 
notice  that  the  message  of  the  asseo^.bly  seemed  to  insinif^^ 
that  the  governor  had  been  tardy  in  bringing  the  formcjc 
nvirderers  fo  justice^  which  gave  me  an  opportunity,  of  e^ 
plaining  that  matter  to  him ;  wherebiy  he  flight  also  unfleij- 
stand  why  the  proprietor  had  not  shown  him  the  me^s^eij 
when  he  commuaict^ted  the  govefuor's  letter  concerniiig  t^ 
I^ian  uneasinessies,  th^  law.  under,  h^s  qofisideration  for  ,remoy|- 
iqg^  theipjt  the  late  murder,  and  t^s  proclama,tioa.^  1 .8hf)|l[ 
wait  on  his.  lordship  again  next  VVediiesday  on  ou[  ^affj^r^ 
and  sl^ow.him  pioreoyer  your  letter  wi^  soipe  otbqr  }i^f(^Jf\, 

The  pl^  .parlisMD^f^.^is  gone^  and.i(|^  epemies  iiow  fiiid 
theny^dves  )^  liberty  tp  abf^  ^^  vX.^"f>^^ii??ff,a 
published  the  very  hour  of  its  prorogation.    All  me  mem- 


S12.  PRIVATE  COBRI^PONIXENCE  KABTilI.P 

l^ers  are  now  in  their  counties  and  borovghf  amoBf  llieirs 
drunkeQ  electors;  much  confusion  and  disorder  iB>i 
places,  and  such  profusion  of  money  as  never  ws 
before  on  any  similar  occasion.  The  first  instance  of-  biilitrji 
to  be  chosen  a  member,  taken  notice  of  on  the  joannks^iMI 
no  longer  ago  than  Queen  Dizabeth*s  time>. when  the JmhiiiP 
aent  to  parliament  was  looked'Upon  as  a  trouUesoiiie  aervfe^ 
and  therefore  not  sought  after :  it  is  said  that  such  tfi 
*^  being  a  simple  man,  and  Qpnceiving  it  might  beofa 
advantage  to  him,  had  given  four  pounds  to  the  major  imI 
corporation  that  they  might  choose  him  to  serve  them  ki.pHSw 
liament."  The  price  is  monstrously  risen  since  that'll 
for  it  is  now  no  less  than  4000/.  /  It  is  thought  that  i 
two  millions  will  be  spent  this  election ;  but  those  wh6 
derstand  figures  and  act  by  computation,  say,  the  crownJiaft 
two  millions  a  year  in  places  and  pensions  to  dispose  of^  and 
it  is  well  worth  while  to  engage  in  such  a  seven  years'  l«t« 
tcry^,  though  all  that  have  tickets  should  not  get  prizes. '  I  am^* 
my  dear  friend,  yours  affectionately,  B.  Franklin, 

To  THE  Committee  of  Correspondence^ 
Pennsylvania. 

Repeal  of  the  duty  act — Change  of  government — Legal 
tender  of  paper  money. 

Gentlemen,  London^  Saturday,  Jpril,  \6y  1768. 
I  have  just  received  your  favor  of  Februaiy  ^^ 
directed  to  Mr.  Jackson  and  myself,  containing  instructiona 
for  our  conduct  relating  to  the  application  for  a  repeal  of  ib^ 
duty  act^  to  the  change  of  government,  and  to  the  legal  IAh 
der  of  paper  money ;  which  instructions  we  shall  observe  to 
the  best  of  our  abilities.  .  Mr.  Jackson  baa  read  your  letter, 
PImI  is  now  reading  the  messages  and  other  papers  tranuBitle^ 
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to  11^  wbk^  we  sbaU  ity  before  the  secretarieai  of  HMe'^ 
Monday,  aDcl .  thereupon  press  the  uecessity  of  a  ehimgeiu 
the  administration  of  our  province*  The  parliament  will  h»m 
a  sli6it  session,  it  is  said,  in  May,  when  if  any  application  i> 
made  for  the  repeal  of  that  act  by  the  a^^ents  of  the  odM* 
colonies  we  shall  join  them  heartily,  and  do.  what  we  en 
likeKrise.in  the  affair  of  paper  money.  In  the  mean  time 
should  an  Indian  war  make  it  necessary  to  emit  paper  nMJk 
ney  with  a  legal  tender,  it  may  be  considered  how  far  die 
fourth  cbiuse  in  the  act  of  the  £4  Geo.  II.  might  give  eoun^ 
teoance  to  your  providing  in  that  way  for  the  emergency; 
that  act  not  being  altered  or  repealed  by  any  later,  it  sterns 
•  as  if  the  parliament  thought  that  clause  not  improper,  though 
they  have  not  expressly  made  the  same  provision  for  the 
otlier  colonies.  The  mail  being  to  go  this  evening,  I  can 
only  add,  that  I  am  with  the  qtmost  rf  spect  for  yon  and  {he 
asseinfaiy,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble 
servant,  B.  Frakkuk* 

To  GovEENOR  Fbanklin. 

Ni^  parliamentary  elections— Wilkes^s  election  for  Middle* 

sex — l/luminatiom  on  that  occasion- 

Dear  Son,  London,  April  16, 1768. 

Since  my  last,  a  long  oiie  of  March  13,  nothing  has 
been  talked  or  thought  of  here,  but  eJectionsl  There  Ihive 
been  amasing  contests  Ml  dver  the  kingdom,  20  or  30,000/, 
of  a  side  spent  in  several*  places,  and  inconceivable  miM^ief 
done  by  debauching  the  people  and  making  theni  idle,  be* 
side?  the  imnsediMe  actual  milchief  done  by  drunken  mad 
mobs  to  houses,  windows,  Scc.  The  scenes  have  been  hor« 
rible.  London  was  iilaniinated  two  nights  nmning  at  die 
eommand  of  the  mob  ibr  the  success  of  Wilkes  in  the  Mid* 
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dlesex  election ;  the  second  night  exceeded  any  thing  of  ihm 
kind  ever  seen  here  on  the  greatest  occasions  of  rejoicingv 
as  even  the  small  cross  streets,  lanes^  courts,  and  other  out* 
of-the-M'ay  places  were  all  in  a  blaze  with  lights,  and  tM 
principal  streets  all  night  long,  as  the  mobs  went  rouml  4pnA 
after  two  o'clock,  and  obliged  people  who  had  extinguulMA 
tiieir  candles  to  light  diem  again.  Those  who  refusedflwaB 
tfieir  windows  destroyed.  The  damage  done  and  ike  txpmmB 
ct  candles  has  been  computed  at  50,000/.  Il  mudk'lIWi 
iMen  great,  though  probably  not  so  much.  The  fenwhif  II 
tiot  yet  over,  for  he  has  promised  to  surrender  himself  IMlHi 
court  next  Wednesday,  and  another  tumult  is  then  exf^eefUP} 
md  what  the  upshot  will  be  no  one  can  yet  foresee.'  ■'fiP4l 
really  an  extraordinary  event,  to  see^  an  outlaw  and  ifxild^'lAf 
bad  personal  character,  not  worth  a  farthing,  ccWief' '#¥e^ 
from  France,  set  himself  up  as  candidate  for  the  eapitikPdP 
the  kingdom,  miss  his  election  only  by  being  too  kt^  W'lM 
application,  and  immediately  carrying  it  for  the  pMiS^ 
county.  The  mob,  (spirited  up  by  numbers  of  difiierostt 
ballads  sung  or  roared  in  every  atreet)  requiring  gentletiitfi 
and  ladies  of  all  ranks  as  they  passed  in  thcnr  carriage^  to 
shout  for  Wilkes  and  liberty,  marking  die  same  words  oil  )al| 
their  coaches  with  chalk,  and  No.  45  on  every  door ;  which^ 
extends  a  vast  way  along  the  roads  in  the  cowntrj-.  I  ii€Sli 
last  week  to  Winchester,  and  observed  that  for  fifteen  infl^ 
out  of  town,  there  was  scarce  a  door  or  window  dtkutVdr'ifSlf 
the  road  unmarked ;  and  this  continued  here  and  th<^re  ifHii 
to  Winchester,  which  is  04 miles.  *»  "  "*' 

.•♦,♦•♦•   "hnd 

B.  FrakkliW;"^ 
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......      ,,  To  Ma*RQ3S^PHXLAX>£LPHIA. 

Disorders  on  the  American  frontiers — State  of  the  capital 
of  England  on  account  of  Wilkes — Sending  a  bishop  to 
America. 

ti  JP«\^R  Sis»  London,  May  14, 1768.. 

,;  .......    1  received  your  favor  of  March  13,  and  ane»> 

teamely  concerned  at  the  dborderf  on  our  frontier^^  and  lit 
the  debilky  or  wicked  connivance  of  our  government  and  ni0r 
gin^salest  vfhich  mutt  make  property  and  even  life  mere  nnd 
inofm  insecure  among  us,  if  some  effectual  remedy,  it  not 
apeejdily  applied.  I  have  laid  ail  the  accounts  before  the  dmh 
.wstrj  here.  I  wish  I  could  procure  more  attention  to  then. 
I  Jbave  urged  over  and  over  the  necessity  of  the  change  we 
^sire;  but  this  countiy  itself  being  at  present  in  a  situatioa 
^[^..Jittle  better,  weakens  our  argument,  that  a  royal 
.gl^ernment  would  be  better  managed  anci  safer  to  live 
mKleV;.  than  that  of  a  proprietary.  Even  this  capital,  the 
i^id^qce  of  the  king,  is  now  a  daily  scene  of 'lawless  riot  and 
cpnfusion.  Afobs  patrolling  the  streets  at  noon-day,  some 
^^K)ckiii^  all  down  that  will  not  roar  for  Wilkes  and  Liberty; 
cpwvts  of  justice  afraid  to  give  judgment  against  him ;  coal- 
l^^^i^  and*  porters  pulling  down  the  houses  of  coal,  mer* 
chants  tbftt^r^use  to*  give  them  more  wages;  sawyers  de- 
%^9ying  sa^  mills  ;  sailors-Ainrigging  aH  the  outward*  bouad  V. 

s)ijpsy  ;ind  sufferiii^  none^o  sail  till  merchants  agree  to  raise 
their  pay;  watermen  destroying  private  boats  and  threaleAiing 
bridges;  soldiers  firing'  among  the  mobs  and  killing  men, 
women  end  children :  which  seems  only  to  have  produced 
an  universal  suUenness,  that  looks  like  a  great  black  cloud 
coming  on,  ready  to  burst  in  a  general  tempest.  What  the 
event  will  be,  God  only  knows.    But  some  punishment 
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seems  preparing  for  a  people  iivlio  are  ungratefully  abusing 
the  best  constitution  and  the  best  king  any  nation  was  eVt^ 
blessed  ^'ith ;  intent  on  nothing  but  luxury,  Iicen(itmsiftj|i^ 
po#ef,  places^  pensions^  and  plunder ;  nhile  the  mitiiiffiy 
divided  in  their  councils,  with  little  regard  for  each  ^tAHit, 
worried  by  perpetual  oppositions,  in  continual  appreilMiUii 
of  dianges,  intent  on  securing  popularity  in  case  they  vliiild 
lose  favor,  have  for  some  years  past  had  little  time  or  ifirtaiiL 
tioQ  to  attend  to  our  small  affiiirs,  whose  remoteness' mUms 
them  appear  still  smaller.  •«  v  n^f 

Tbe  bishops  here  are  very  desirous  of  securing  the  ChnMlh 
of  England  in  America,  and  promoting  its  interest  and  M^ 
krgenient  by  sending  one  of  their  order  thither :  but  tbougk 
diey  have  long  solicited  this  point  with  government  1m^ 
they  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  obtain  it.  So  apprehcni«a 
are  ministers  of  engaging  in  any  novel  measure.  •  •   v  •  ^ir 

I  hope  soon  to  have  an  opportunity  of  conferring  wMi  yMf^ 
and  therefore  say  no  more  at  present  ou  this  subject. '.  ^I^iflj^ 
my  dear  friend,  yotirs  affectionately,  B.  Fr  ANKitTH;^ 

To  Joseph  Galloway,  Esq.  »    y 

Great  dUorders  m  London  occasioned  by  fVilkes*s  party,  -i 

DiAB  Sir,  London^  May  14,  17€9^  s 

I  received  your  favor  of  March  31.  It  is  now 
wid)  the  messages,  8:c.  in  the  hands  of  the  minister^ ^se^ 
cannot  be  more  particular  at  present  in  answering  il^  Amhs 
to  say,  I  should  have  a  melancholy  prospect  in  going  hdiM 
to  sueh  public  confusion,  if  I  did  not  leajre  greater  conAisMi 
behind  me.  The  newspapers  and  my  letter  of  this-daj^m 
Mr.  Ross  will  inform  you  of  tiie  miserable  sitiislMi-iMB 
country  is  in.  While  I  am  writing,  a  gresit  mobvof«j£oak 
porters  fill  the  street,  carrying  a  wretch  of  their  busincss^upoa 


poles  to  be  ducked,  and  otherwise  punished  at  tb^tvplfanu^ 
for  working  at  the  old  wagei .  AM  respect  ta  law  ^w)  go* 
veremeiit  seems  to  be  lost  among  the  common  people>>«^ 
are  moreover  continually  enflamed  by  seditious  schbblai^^a 
tfampie  on  authority  and  eveiy  thing  that  used  to  kee|^  (Imuh 

Ml.  vRiiyr*  ".  i"*v 

'  :  The  parliament  i&  now  sitting,  but  will  not  eontbue^  Uffig 
together,  nor  undertake  any  material  business.  TheCoucf 
oft  King's  Benoh  postponed  giving  sentence  against  Wilk^ 
on  liis  outlawry  till  the  next  term,  intimidated  as  some  say  4|j 
kis  popularity,  and  willing  to  get  rid  of  the  aifair  for  «.|j|me 
till  it  should  be  seen  what  the  parliament  would  conclude  Hy 
to  his  membership.  The  commons,  at  least  some  of  tbeqii 
resetat  Uiat  conduct,  which  has  thrown  a  burthen  on  theairit 
might  ha«e  eased  them  of,  by  pillorying  or  punishing  U^ini 
some  infamous  manner,  that  would  have  given  better  ground 
for  expelling'  him  the  house.  H  is  friends  complain- ^f (it  a» 
a  delay  of  jostice^  say  the  cotnrt  knew  the  outlawry  to  jbe^dc<- 
fective^  ^4ind  that  ^  they  mu3t  Anally  proaoMuce-  it  \Qi4i:h¥^ 
would  punish  him  by  long  confinement.  Great  mobs  of 
bissidherents  have  assembled  before  th^  priaon,  the  gnards 
have  fired  on  them  :  it  is  said  five  or  six  are  killed  and  six- 
teen or  seventeen  w^undedi  and  some  ci^UMsiancsi^tldtve 
attended  this  military  execution,  such  as  its  being  dona  |qrith« 
Scotch  legimciit,- the -punuiing  a  lad  anfl%|CiilliDg  him  at  his 
jfather'ft  boim,  i&c.:fcc»^.tfaBt  exasperate:  people  exceediogly* 
and  more  miaehi^f  seems  brewing.  .Several  of  thp  aoldi(Q|cs 
are  itnprisoned.  If  they  are  not  hanged  it  is  feared  -tfa^ei^e 
wiU  be.  more  and  greater  .mobs ;  and  if  they  are,  that  410  .^olr 
dier  will  assist  in  suppresnog  any  mob  hereafter.  Tka  j^}^ 
pact  either  way  is  gloomy.  It  is  said  tlie  English  spldiqvp 
e^maot  be  confided  in  to  act  against  these  mobs,  bciiig  vf^^ 
pected  as  rather  inclined  to  fuvoi  and  joiu ikein*^  ',.•  -^ 
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I  am  prqunring  for  my  retun,  and  I  hope  for  die^Mdbre 
9f  finding  you  wdl^  "when  I  shall  have  an  opportunity  ofcoaaiJ 
municating  to  you  more  particularly  the  state  of  thingi  btMI. 
fdating  to  our  American  afiiairs  which  I  cannot  to  wiril' All 
by  letter.  1  enclose  you  the  report  of  Sir  M.  L.  ooanafll  Wl 
the  Board  of  Trade  on  one  of  your  late  acts.  I  suppdM^t 
has  had  its  effect,  so  that  the  repeal  wilt  be  of  little  cMMiul 
quence.  In  tbe  mean  time  I  am  with  sincere  eateenl  Mi# 
affection,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  hnmbte  sertM^ixsl 

B.  FRAllKUil4  ^9 

To  GovEBNOR  Franklin.  ..-.^j-ii 

The  Duke  of  Grafton — Mr.  Secretary  Cooper — Xor J  jNf|fi||| 
--^Mr.  Todd,  secretary  of  ike  post  office— Lord  Ci^rtp  not 
Dear  Son,  London,  July  d,.  l70B^''oa 

Since  my  last  I  have  received  yours  of  May*  VO^ 
dated  at  Amboy,  which  I  shall  answer  portic^hvly  by  msi 
week's  packet.  I  purpose  now  to  take  notice  of  thatfWK 
wbtrein  you  say  it  was  reported  at  Philadelphia  I  was  tote 
appomted  to  a  certain  office  here,  which  my  friends  all  mshed^ 
but  you  did  not  believe  it  for  the  reason  I  had  mentioned^ 
Instead  of  my  being  appointed  to  a  new  office,  there  haabeMt 
a  motion  made  to  deprive  me  of  that  I  now  bold,  and  1  believe 
for  the  same  reason,  though  that  was  not  the  reason  given  oh^ 
viz.  my  being  too  much  of  an  American ;  but,  as  it  came  firdtfT 
Liord  Sandwich,  our  new  post  master  general,  who  b  oi^dM 
Bedford  party,  and  a  friend  of  Mn  Grenvilte,  I  have  no  dohbl 
tfasi  the  reason  he  gave  out,  via.  my  non-residence,  was  im^ 
tbe  pretence,  and  that  the  other  was  the  true  reason ;  eapot* 
Qally  as  it  is  the  practice  in  many  other  instances  to  9Skm 
the  non-residence  of  American  officers  who  spend  their  sdap* 
ries  here,  provided  care  is  taken  that  tb^  business  be  done  by»- 
deputy  or  otherwise. 


Qftop^Tx^  secveCary.  ot  the  treasury*  He  desired  me  bjfi»)li|ll^ 
jm^  to  cfill  itpon  himthere^  which  I  did«  when  he  tald«% 
tfa|t\the  Puke  pf  Grafton  had  mentioaed' to  him  soole  di9^ 
couiM; of  Lord  Sandwich's  as  if  the  office  suffered,  by  my^ 
•iMeoQe^  »nd  dwt  it  would  be  fit  to  appoint  another,  bs>I 
seemed  <:on9tantly  to  reside  in  England  :  that  Mr.  Todd^  tb^ 
aeoretary  of  the  post  office^  had  also  been  with  the  D^ke^ 
talking^  to  the  aaaiie  purpow,  &c.  That  the  Duke  had  :wii$k^ 
ed  hijuXMr.  Cooper)  to  mention  this  to  me^  and  to  say  to  me 
at  the  same  time  that  though  my  going  to  my  post  might 
remove  the  objection,  yet  if  1  chose  radier  to  reside  in  Eng- 
lund,  my  merit  was  such  in  his  opinion,  as  to  entitle  Me'to 
something  better  here,  and  it  should  not  be  his  fault  if  1  was 
not  well  provided  for.  I  told  Mr.  Cooper  that  without'hav- 
ing  heard  any  exception  had  been  taken  to  my -residence  here^ 
I.  was  really  preparing  to  return  kome>  and  expected  tbc^te 
gene  in- a  few  weeks.  That,  however,  I  Avas  extremely  4en^ 
aible.of^  the  Duke's  goodness  in  giving  me  this  intimatio&MiA 
v^^r  thankful  for  his  fovorable. disposition  towards  me  fi'tfia^ 
having  lived  long  in  Ei^land,  and  contracted  a<frieildsbipaliA 
affieptiofi  for  many  persons  here,<  it  could  net  but  heiBg»»* 
abl^  to  me  taremaiiiainong  tbem<  some  time  IoiBgeF^>i£»»t 
f^<)t^  re9t  of  jmy  life;  and*  that  tibere  was- no noUenMi  to* 
iii{hoi|>;{:could.frw)^ sinceiie^re^eat  for  hiagreat abilities^iani 
aoMaUe  qualitiosi jAo  coudkiliy*  altaeh  myself,  or  t&iwhdaij» 
ahouU  so  wiliiiigly  beeM%ed4W  tbe.proviakmbew^iltioili^ 
1^  to  tbe  DuJce.of  Grafton>  if  his  Grace  iJiould  think  iickiuU^* 
iaaniy  station  where  ha  mi^t  place  me,  be  ^ervsMSfaif  loi 
hiiajmd^tQ  the-publio*-  Mr^  Cooper  said  he  was>  veijr  ^Imt 
toJkearliHva.still  willing  to  remain  in /England,  as  it  ngnsed' 
ap^ipeffectly  ;witb  hi<  i«cliaationa  to-keeft  oieiMee*  Wadied 
me  to  leave  my  name  at  the  Duke  of  Gfafton'a  as  soon  aa 
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posMble,  and  to  be  at  the  Treasury  again  the  next  board  day. 
I  accordingly  called  at  the  Diike\  and  left  my  card ;  and 
ivheii  I  went  next  to  the  Treasury,  his  Grace  not  being  tberai 
Mr.  Cooper  carried  me  to  I.K)rd  North,  chancellor  of  d|B 
exchequer,  vvho  said  very  obligingly,  after  talking  of 
American  aiFairs,  I  am  told  by  Mr.  Cooper  that  you  are 
uiwilling  to  stay  with  us,  I  hope  we  shall  find  some  wajf  of 
making  it  worth  your  while.  I  thanked  hia  lordship,  tfi^ 
said  I  should  stay  with  pleasure  if  I  could  any  ways  be  we* 
ful  to  government.  He  made  a  compliment,  and  I  took  mj 
leave,  Mr.  Cooper  carrying  me  away  with  him  to  his  conbtrj^ 
house  at  Richmond  to  dine  and  stay  all  night.  He  then  tof|ji 
me  that  Mr.  Todd  had  been  again  at  the  Duke  of  Graftoti^i^ 
and  that  upon  his  (Mr.  Cooper's)  speaking  in  my  behalf^  ll^f. 
Todd  had  changed  his  style,  and  said  I  had  to  be  sure  a  greet 
deal  of  merit  with  the  office,  having  by  my  good  management 
regulated  the  posts  in  America  so  as  greatly  to  increase  the 
revenue ;  that  he  had  had  great  satisfaction  in  corresponding 
with  me  while  I  was  there,  and  he  believed  they  never  h,ad  a 
better  officer,  &c.  The  "I'hursday  following,  being  the  birth- 
day,  I  met  with  Mr.  Todd  at  court ;  he  was  very  civil,  took  me 
with  him  in  his  coach  to  the  King's  Arms  in  the  cityi  where 
1  had  been  invited  to  dine  by  Mr.  Trevor,  with  the  gentle- 
men of  the  post-office ;  w'e  had  a  good  deal  of  chat  after 
dinner  between  us  two,  in  which  he  told  me  Lord  Sandwich 
(who  was  very  sharp)  had  taken  notice  of  my  stay  in  England^ 
and  said  if  one  could  do  the  business,  why  should  there  be 
izco,  &c.  On  my  telling  Mr.  Todd  that  I  was  going  home, 
( which  I  still  say  to  every  body,  not  knowing  but  that  what 
is  intimated  above  may  fail  of  taking  effect)  he  looked  blafk 
and  seemed  disconcerted  a  little,  which  makes  me  think  soni6 
friend  of  his  was  to  have  been  vested  with  my  place ;  but 
thia  is  Muriuise  only.     Wc  parted  very  good  firieiids.    lliat 
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day  I  received  anodier  note  from  Mr.  Cooper^  direcii'ngiBM 
to  be  at  the  Dake  of  Grafton's  next  mornings  vAiose  ppMt 
bad  orders  to  let  me  in.  I  went  accordingly,  and  was  imiD#*> 
diately  admitted :  but  his  grace  being  then  engaged  in  some 
unexpected  business,  with  much  condescension  and  politeoeaft 
made  that  apology  for  his  not  discoursing  with  me  then,  but 
wished  me  to  be  at  the  treasury  at  twelve  the  next  Tiiesibjt 
I  went  accordingly,  when  Mr.  Cooper  told  me  something  had 
called  the  duke  into  the  country,  and  the  board  was  put  off, 
which  was  not  known  till  it  was  too  late  to  send  me  word ; 
but  was  glad  I  was  come,  as  he  might  then  fix  another  day 
for  me  to  go  again  with  him  into  the  country :  the  day  fixed 
was  Thursday.  I  returned  yesterday;  should  have  stayed  tiH 
Monday,  but  for  writing  by  these  vessek.  He  assures  me 
the  duke  has  it  at  heart  to  do  something  handsome  for  mel 
Sir  John  Pringle,  who  is  anxious  for  my  stay,  says  Mr.  Cooper 
is  the  honestest  man  of  a  courtier  that  he  ever  knew,  and  he 
is  persuaded  they  are  in  earnest  to  keep  me.  The  piece  I 
wrote  against  smuggling  in  the  Chronicle  of  November  lasf^ 
and  one  in  April,  on  the  laboring  poor,  (you  will  find  the  latter 
in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  that  month)'  have  been  lately 
shown  by  Mr.  Cooper  to  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
and  to  the  duke,  who  have  expressed  themselves  much  pleased 
with  them.  I  am  to  be  again  at  the  treasury  on  Tuesday 
next,  by  appointment  of  Mr.  Cooper  Thus  particular  f 
have  been,  that  you  may  judge  of  diis  affiiir.  For  my  own 
thoughts,  I  must  tell  you,  that  though  1  did  not  think  fit  to 
decline  any  favor  so  great  a  man  expressed  an  inclination  to 
do  me ;  because  at  court,  if  one  shows  an  unwillingness  tb  be 
obliged,  it  is  often  construed  as  a  nark  of  mental  hostflity, 
and  one  makes  an  enemy ;  yet  so  great  is  my  indinatioh  to  be 
at  home,  .and  at  rest,  that  I  shall  not  be  sorry  if  thb  business 

'  See  Writikcs,  Part  ii.  for  both  these  Essays. 

VOL.  I.  X 
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fidls  through,  and  I  am  suffered  to  retire  with,  my  didjKMt'{j, 
nor  iodeedyery^sorry  if  they  take  that  from  me  too,  on  acconajL 
of  my  aeil  far  America,  in  which  some  of  my  friendfbifivf^ 
hinted  to  me  1  have  been  too  open.  I  shall  soon  be  alU^^, 
hope, by  the  next  packet,  to  give  you  farther  light  %%| 
mean  time»  as  no  one  but  Sir  J.  knows  of  the  treaty,  tj^lfSk 
daily  of  going  in  the  August  packet  at  fwtbest.  And  n^^ 
the  late  Geoigia  appointment  of  me  to  be  their  agent  ia^^fg^. 
tioned  as  what  may  detam  me,  I  say,  I  have  yet  receive^Dig 
letters  from  that  assembly,  acquainting  me  what  their^]i^||^ 
n^ss  may  be ;  diat  I  shall  probably  hear  from  them  te^i}^. 
that  packet  sails.  That  if  it  is  ei^traordipary,  and  of  siw^ 
miture  as  to  make  my  stay  another  winter  necessaiy,  J  WV 
possibly  stay,  liecause  there  would  not  be  time  for  4pei||Lift 
choose  another;  but  if  it  is  common  business,  I  shall  IsfVia^jtt 
with  Mr.  Jackson,  and  proceed.  I  do  not^  by  the  wa]r,^l^w 
how  that  appointment  came  about,  having  no  acqui^nta^ 
that  I  can  recollect  in  that  country.  It  has  been  men^^^ad 
in  the  papers  some  time,  but  I  have  only  just  now  received 
a  letter  from  Governor  Wright,  informing  me  that  he  bad 
that  day  given  his  assent  to  it,  and  expressing  his  desire  to 
comspond  with  me  on  all  occasions,  saying  the  committcis 
as  soon  as  they  could  ge^  their  papers  ready,  would  wfka>  to 
me  and  acquaint  me  with  their  business. 

We  have  lost  Lord  Clare  from  the  board  of  tade..,-He 
took  me  home  from  court,  the  Sunday  before  his  ra&oval, 
that  I  might  dine  with  him  as  he  said  alone,  and  talk  omsf 
American  aflfairs.  He  seemed  as  attentive  to  them,  sis  if  ba 
was  to  continue  ever  so  long.  He  gave  me  a  great  ^^j^f 
flummery ;  saying,  that  though  at  my  examination  I  ansvn^)^ 
some  of  his  questions  a  little  pertly,  yet  he  liked  me  ftojps  |Im)| 
day,  for  the  spirit  I  showed-in  defence  of  my  country ;  av^Al 
parting,  after  we  had'dpink  a  bottle  and  a  half  of  claret  facb. 
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be  hugged  and  kissed  me^  protesting  he  nlever  in  his  IHe  met' 
with  a  man  he  was  so  mnch  in  love  witbi  This  I  wiitef  fdi^ 
your  amusement.  Yon  see  by  the  nature  of  this  whole  Wtte^ 
that  it  is  to  yourself  only.  It  may  serve  to  prepare  yoiinmnd' 
for  any  event  that  shall  happen.  If  Mr.  Grehviile  comes  into' 
power  agiun  in  any  department  respecting  America,  I  must 
refuse  to  accept  of  any  thmg  tliat  may  seem  to  put  ine  id  his 
power/  because  I  apprehend  a  breach  between  the  two  coun* 
tries ;  and  that  refusal  will  give  offence.  So  that  you  see'  a 
turn  of  a  die  may  make  a  great  difference  in  our  affws.  We 
may  be  either  promoted  or  discarded ;  one  or  the  other  ^ina 
likely  soon  to  be  the  case,  but  'tis  hard  to  divine  which.  I  am 
myself  grown  so  old  as  to  feel  much  less  than  formerly  the' 
spur  of  ambition ;  and  if  it  were  not  for  the  flattering  expec- 
tation, that  by  being  fixed  here  I  might  more  effectually  serve 
my  country,  I  dionld  certainly  determine  for  retirement  with^ 
out' a  moment^s  hesitation.  I  am,  as  ever,  your  affectionate 
father,  B.  Fbanklin. 

To  Joseph  Galloway,  Esq. 

Removal  of  Lord  Clare'^Reium  of  Lord  HiUibaroitgh^ 
atker  changes  in  admimstration — Combinations  in  Ame^ 
rica — Wilkes* s  outlawry  reversed. 

Dear  Sir,  London,  July  %  liGS. 

Since  my  last  nodiing  material  has  occurred 
here  relating  to  American  affairs,  except  the  removal  of  Lord 
Clare  from  the  head  of  the  board  of  trade  to  the  treasury  oF 
Ireland,  and  the  return  of  Lord  Hillsborough  to  the  board 
of  trade  as  first  commissioner,  retaining  the  title  and  powers 
of  secretary  of  state  for  the  colonies.  This  diai^c^was  very 
sudden  and  unexpected.  My  Lord  Clare  took  me  home  froiii 
court  to  dine  with  hiin  but  two  days  before,  saying  heShbutd 


324  PJtIVATE  COfiESSPONDENCE  BART  It. 

be  without  other  company^  and  wanted  to  talk  with  me  (6fe| 
flondry  American  businesses.  We  bad  accordifigly  ^-.fgflifH 
deal  of  conversation  on  our  affairs,  in  which  he  seemed  }t^ 
interest  himself  with  all  the  attention  that  could  be  sut>pqii)t| 
in  a  minister  who  expected  to  continue  in  the  maniigeimjBl 
of  them.  This  was  on  Sunday,  and  on  the  Tuesday  foIHp9inli|| 
he  was  removed.  Whether  my  Lord  Hillsborough's' iidiAttt 
iiistration  will  be  more  stable  than  others  have  been  foraloii(|^ 
time  is  quite  uncertain ;  but  as  his  inclinations  are  giflWr 
favorable  towards  us  (so  far  as  be  thinks  consistent  withiilill 
he  supposes  the  unquestionable  rights  of  Britain),  I  canniii'lHit 
wish  it-may  continue,  especially  as  these  perpetual  mutaddll 
prevent  the  progress  of  all  business.  .'    '-'' 

But  another  change  is  now  talked  of  that  gives  me  gralt 
imeasiness.  Several  of  the  Bedford  party  being  now  got!ii^ 
it  has  been  for  some  time  apprehended  that  they  would  ddoiittt 
or  later  draw  their  friend  Mr.  Grenville  in  after  themt '  tt  is 
now  said,  he  is  to  be  secretary  of  state  in  the  room  oC  :L|h4 
Shelbume.  If  this  should  take  place,  or  if  in  any  other  shape 
he  comes  again  into  power,  I  fear  his  sentiments  of  the  Ame- 
ricans, and  theirs  of  him,  will  occasion  such  claishings  as  maj 
be  attended  with  fatal  consequences. 

The  last  accounts  from  your  part  of  the  world  of  tfae'\ibm« 
binations  relating  to  commerce  with  this  country,  and  resdiii- 
tions  concerning  the  duties  here  laid  upon  it,  occasion  Huidi 
serious  reflection,  and  it  is  thought  the  points  in  dispute 
between  the  two  countries  will  not  fail  to  come  uAdier  tbe 
consideration  of  parliament  eariy  next  session.  Our  friends 
wonder  that  I  persist  m  my  intention  of  retutning  this  fllim* 
mer,  alleging  that  I  might  be  of  much  more  service  tPMy 
country  here  than  1  can  be  therei,  and  wishmg  vie  I7  ell 
ineans  to  stay  tbe  ensuing  winter,  as  the  pfesence  of  peflMf 
wdl  acquainted  with  Amencti  and  of' Ability  td  repwwitf 
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ftme  affairs  qi  ;a  proper,  light,  will  tben  be  highly  nec^sary. 
My  private  concerns,  however,  so  much  require  my  presence 
#at4iotne,  that  I  have  not  yet  suffered  myself,  to  be  persuaded 
hy  their  partial  opinion  of  me. 

The  tuitiulta  and  disorders  that  prevailed  here  lately  have 
lltfw  pretty  well  subsided.  Wilkes's  outlawry,  is  jievereed ; 
btit  he  is  sentenced  to  twenty-two  months'  imprisonfUelit,  and 
1000/.  fine,  which  his  frieiids,  who  feared  he  would  be  pillo- 
i>ied>  «eem -rather  satisfied  wilh.  The  importation  of  corn,  a 
pielly  good  hay  harvest,  now  near  over^  and  the  prospect  of 
plenty  from  a  fine  crop  of  wheat,  makes  the  poor  more  patient^ 
in  hopes  of  an  abatement  in  the  price  of  provisions  ;  so  tliat 
unless  w^t  of  emplo>ment  by  the  fulure  of  Americaa  orders 
should  distress  them,  they  are  like  to  be  tolerably  quiet. 

1  purpose  writing  to  you  again  by  the  packet  that  goes  next 
Saturday  ;  and  therefore,  now  oftily  add  that  I  am,  .with  sincere 
esteem,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 

To  »  *  * 

Oe A R  Si  B^  London,  Nor*  S8, 1 76B. 

1  received  your  obliging  favor  of  the  12th  in- 
9tant«.  Your  sentimemts  of  the  importance  of  the  present  dis- 
pute between  Great  Brjtain  and  the  cplonies,  appear  to  me 
e:s:tremely  just.  There  is  nothing  I  wish  for.more  than  to  see 
it  amicably  and  equitably  settled* . 

.  j^ut  Providence  will  bri^g  about  its  own  ends  by  its  own 
fnews;;.;and  if  it  intends  the  downfal.of  a  nation,  that  nation 
^iU  bl9>Q.Jblinded  by  its  pride,  and  other  passipns^  as  not  to 
see  its  danger,  .or  how  its  fedl  may  be  prevented. 
.  Being  born  ai)d.,|pfed.m  qne  of  the  coi^ntries,  ^d  having 
lived  long  and  made  many  agreeable  connesiiops  of  friendihip 
in  the  other^  I  wisb  «U  proq»erity  ta  botb ;  but  I  have  talked 
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and  written  m>  much  and  so  loiq;  on  the  aubject,  tfanljmr 
acquaintance  are  weary  of  bearing,  and  the  public  of 
any  more  of  it,  which  begins  to  make  me  weary  of  talliii^ 
writing ;  especially  as  I  do  not  find  that  1  have  gaioMi  mff 
point,  m  either  country,  except  that  of  rendering  myaelfxawh 
pected,  by  my  impartiality ;  in  England,  of  being  tnn  nnjfljjm 
American^  and  in  America,  of  being  too  much  an  EngMmm^ 
Your  opinion,  however,  weighs  with  me,  and  eacpuragas  an* 
to  try  one  effort  more,  in  a  full,  though  concise  stafaiWPrtmC 
fisctsy  accompanied  with  arguments  drawn  from  thOfl^*ftgh^ 
to  be  published  about  the  meeting  of  parliament^.aflaidil^ 
holidays/  ^  *  ii'-»-tia 

If  any  good  may  be  done  I  shall  rejoice ;  but  atpreaaafsl 
almost  despair.  .         ^  ,ba&! 

Have  you  ever  seen  the  barometer  so  low  as  of  lateiro] 
!l9d  instant  mine  was  at  18.  41.  and  yet  the  weather 
fair.    Widi  sincere  esteem,  I  am,  dear  firiend, 
lionatelj,  B.  Fr am xlui^  sy. 

.  *'  ^ 
To  M.  DuBouRo/  Paris. 

Great  Britain  no  right  to  tax  the  North  Jmerican  coMU^ 

London,  October  2,  17T6.  "  ' 
I  see  with  pleasure  that  we  think  pretty  mi&^ 
alike  on  the  subjects  of  English  America.  We  of  the  colo-^ 
nies  have  never  insisted  that  we  ought  to  be  exempt  from 
contributing  to  the  common  expenses  necessary  tO'%VLpj^6i^ 
the  prosperity  of  the  empire.  We  only  asser^  that  htimg 
parliaments  of  our  own,  and  not  having  representativea  in 

'  Uncertain  what  is  the  publication  promised  in  this  letter  rponl^' 
bly  the  one  intided  **  Causes  of  the  American  Discontent  wMra 
ir68>   See Wamvos, Parti.  ....•.■i-    r.:: 

?Tfaa8htoir^I>r.]?ranklm'sPhilo8ophifiBlWsBkK  :.m.   .iL!3:.>b: 


lb«t  of  Omt  Briteio^  our  .-pariiainciitf  leure  the  qidjr  jii(|g9» 
V^i^vhat  we  can  andiwfasU  we  ought  to  cootrilrate  ia»ttiift 
#dupe ;  and  thai  the  English,  parhanent  baa  no  righl  Iq  taho 
eior  money  without  onr  oeoBent  In  f act,  ihia  Brkiah  empm 
isnotaiuigteeMe;  ft  cooiprdiends  nMnqr ;.  and  tboiigh  4hfr 
pariianient  o£  Great  BriCMn  ha»  amqpited  lo  itself  the  peami 
oifxteii^(.ihe  coknues/  it  has  nomove  fight  to  do  ao.  dMWi  It 
Im  to  tas  Hanover.  We  have  the  sane  Jdng^  Iwt  nol^itb^ 
tame^legislataffea.  .  ■'  '-■■.''   •>      it    ^    ••«« 

'lilSie^  iditpnte^  between  the  two  conntriea  Jbaa  ajreadj  jb«l 
£flgknd  many  milUmis  sterliag^  which  itfaaadoi^inits^R^n^ 
merce,  and  America  has  in  this  respect  been  a  pioporfiMiiMii 
gakiti.  This,  commefoe  consistfd  principatty  of  aup^r^iii* 
ties ;  objects  of  hixury  and  fiMhion,  which  we  -can ;  veii  4^ 
without;' tand  the.reaolutioQ'We;  ha?e  formed  pf  impoKliiig 
m»iBore  tiUour  grkvancetaieiedrcased^.liaa  .enaUed^i^^ 
of '-our  infant  inanufacWes  to  take  rooif  and,  it-  will  not  bi^ 
eaay  to  make  our  people  abandon  them  in  jfiiture^even  Aonld 
n  connexion  more  cordial  than  ever  succeed  the  present 
troubles.  1  have .  indeed,::no  doubt- tijrt  ite  parliament  of 
Eagland  will  finally  abandon  its  present  pretensioosi,  and 
leave  jus  to  the  peaceable  enjoyment  of  oiir  rights  and  privi^ 

To  GovEnvoE  Fbanklin.  ~ 

Memaval  of  Lfurd  JiUkborougK-^^cceed^  by  Lord  Dartr 

mouth. 
DsAE  Son,  London,  Juguti  17,. 1779,. 
At  length  we  h^vc  gojJMl  of^Lo"!  Hills- 
borough^ and  Lord  Dartmouth  ^kes  his  place,  to  the  ^eat 
satisfsction.  of  9A  .the  fiioj^dsL  of  America.  Ytia.  vnlth^ir  it 
said  among  you  (I  suppose)  that  dio^intere^of -J^lie  Ohio 
planters  has  onaledhiin'f  batthe  trUtkis^  what  {>nnrQleyou 
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long  since,   that  all  his  brother-ministers  disliked  him 
tremeiy  and  wished  for  a  fair  occasion  of  tripping  up/Ui' 
heels;   so  seeing  that  he  made  a  point  of  defeating:  fMH^ 
scheme,  they  made  another  of  supporting  it,  on  purpoae-ii*. 
mortify  him^  which  they  knew  his  pride  could  tiot  lieaiwii  X 
do  not  mean  that  they  would  have  done  this  if  >they;liBi 
bought  our  proposal  bad  in  itself,  or  his  oppositMi»;«ril 
founded ;  but  I  believe  if  he  had  been  on  good  term«>aiaik 
them,  they  would  not  have  differed  with  him  for.iQ  alnall«l| 
matter.     The  K.  too  was  tired  of  him,  and  of  his  i  adiriitta^ 
tration,  which  had.  weakened  the  affection  and  respect  of '^dii 
cofeoies  for  a  royal  government,  with  which  (I  jnay  s^jkit^iB 
yOU)  I  used  proper  means  from  time  to  time  that  btaiMlif 
aboilld  have  due  informalioo  and: convincing  proofs,    ilfsik 
of  this  when  I  see  you.    The  K-'s  dislike  made  itlmiN 
more  firmly  united  in  the  resolutioo  of  disgracing  H.  byki 
ting  at  nought  his  famoua  report..    But  now  that 
done,  perhaps  our  affair  may  be  less  regarded  ia  the  j 
and  suffered  to  linger,  and  possibly  may  yet  miscarry.  Ilnra^ 
fore  let  us  beware  of  every  word  and  action  tb&t  may  bMay 
k  confidence  in  its  success,  lest  we  render  ouradv^iidHiiK 
lous  in  case  of  disappointment.     We  are  now  pushii^  form 
completion  of  the  business;  but  the  time  is  unfavorable,. evcf^ 
body  gone  or  going  into  the  country,  which  gives  room  for 
accidents.     I  am  writing  by  Falconer,  and  therefore  in  lUs 
only  add  that  I  am  ever  your  affectionate  father,  •" .. 

B.  Franklik. 

P.  S.  The  regard  Lord  D.  has  always  done  me  the  honor 
to  express  for  me,  gives  me  xoom  to  hope  being  able  tOr  ob- 
tain more  io  .favor  of  our  colonies  upon  occaaioiiii-^llMttl 
could  for  some  time  past  ^    ^ 
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:  ^   '•• .  To  Governor  Franklin. 

Lord  Hillsborough — Refused  admittance  to  him,  S^c^ 

.:  D&AR,SoNy  •  LondoHf  Jugmt  19,  lZ72t  ' 

I:  received  jours  of  June  50.  I -am  vexed 
thai  my  letter  to  you^  writie»  ax  Glasgow,  miscarried ;  net  so 
ibiioh  that  you  did  not  receive  it^  as  that  it.ia  probably  ia 
ptber  hands,  it  Contained  some  accounts  of  what  passed  iti 
Iirelaftdy  w'bich  were  for  you  only. 

.•Ab  lord   HiHsboTough  in  fact  got  Qotbing  out  of  aie>  I 
phould  rather  suppose  be  tlirew.  me  away  as  ao  orapge  that 
would  yield  no  juice,  and  therefore  not  worth  more  $4Ueezing^ 
When  I  bad  beten  a  little  while  returned  to  London,  i  wilited 
4VQ  him  to  thank  him  for  bis  civibties  in  Ireland^  aud  to  diar 
oourse  with  him  on  a  Georgia  affair.    The  pOrter  told  ;m 
he  was  not  at  home.     I  left  my  card,  went  another  tmtpei  and 
received  the  fame  answer,  though  I  knew' he  was  at  homey 
•  friend  of  mine  being  with  bim.    After  iiHermissions  of  % 
veek  each,  1  made  two  a^re  visits,  ^aad  received  the  same 
finswer.    Tbe  last  time  was  on  a  levee  day,  whee  a  number 
•of  Carriages  were  at  faisr  door.     My  coachman  driving' ap, 
alighjted,  and  was  opening  the  coach  door,  when  the  porter, 
Seeitig  me,  came  put,  and  surlily  chid  tbe  coBchman  fur  open^- 
ing  the  door  before  he  bad  jiiqlMr^  whether  my  lor^  was  ^ 
home;  and  then  turning  to  me,  said,  '^  My  lord  is  not  a)t 
home."     I  have  never  since  been  nigh  him,  and  we  have 
only  abused  one  another  at  a  distance.    The  contrast,  as  you 
observe,  is  very  striking  between  faia  conversatiun  with  the 
chief  justice,  and  his  letter  to  you  concerning  your  province,. 
I.kfio]MF  him-, to  hems  double  and  deceitful  as  any  fnan  I  ever 
snetwitb.    But  we  have  doire,  with  him,  ithope^  forevei;. 
UiB  removal-bas  i  bdiieve  been  nifidit^ted  ever  ainqe  die  deatd 
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of  the  princess  dowager.     For  I  recollect,  that  on  mj  ( 

plaining  of  him  abtrnt  that  time  to  a  friend  at  courty ' 

you  may  guess^  he  told  me,  we  Americans  w:ere  reprcf^pti 

by  HiUsborough  as  an  unquiet  people,  not  easily 

with  any  ministry ;  that  however  it  was  thought  too  ^ 

occasion  had  been  given  us  to  dislike  the  present :  and  I 

me  whetheri  if  he  should  be  removed,  I  could  nan 

likely  to  be  more  acceptable  to  us.    I  said  yes ;  4m|lyi% 

Lord  Dartmouth :  we  liked  him  veiy  well  when  be  im  M 

the  head  of  the  board  formerly,  and  probably  shoiiU^  Hil 

him  again.    This  I  heard  no  more  of;  but  I  am  protlyiiWMI 

it  was  reported  where  I  could  wish  it,  though  I  jntwi^it 

that  it  had  any  effect.  -   '  '* 

Ab  to  my  situation  here  nothing  can  be  more  agrMM^ 

especially  as  1  hope  for  less  embarrassment  from  Iha  httH 

minister.    A  general  respect  paid  me  by  the  learned,  «  MpB% 

berof  friends  and  acquaintance  among -them,  with  whm^idt 

have  a  pleasing  intercourse ;  a  character  of  so  much  wai|||li| 

that  it  has  protected  me  when  some  in  power  would  faaivffe 

done  me  injury,  and  continued  me*  in  an  office  they  wMhfc 

have  deprived  me  of;  my  company  so  much  desired,  tfaaHs> 

seldom  dine  at  home  in  winter,  and  eould  spend  die*  wMqi 

summer  in  the  country-houses  of  invitiftg  friends  if  I  choa» 

it.    Learned  and  ingenioHB  foreigners  that  come  to  Enghmdfe 

ahnost  all  make  a  point  of  visitmg  me;  for  my  reputatinkK; 

still  higher  abroad  than  here ;  several  of  the  foreign  jambaa? 

sadors  have  assiduously  cultivated  my  acquaintance,  Uetimg.. 

me  as  one  of  dieir  corp$,  partly  I  believe  from  the  dwiii.. 

they  have  from  time  to  time  of  hearing  aometbing  of  AmOT«- 

can  nffiurs,  an  object  become  of  importance  in  f<we%> 

courts^,  who  b^n  to  hope  Britain's  alarmii^  powcMHJkAief 

diminished  by  the  defection  of  her  colonies ;  (md  pertly  that 

they  may  have  an  opportunity  of  introdnciiig  me  to  the  gen- 
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tlemen  of  their  coantiy  who  desire  it  The  K.  too  has 
lately  been  be«rd  to  speak  of  me  inik  great  regard.  Theaa 
%ffe  flatterii^  Gircumstances ;  but  a  violent  tongitig  for  homo 
soiiietilfies  seizes  me,  which  I  can  no  otherwise  snIkhM  bnt 
by  promisii^  niyself  a  l^tum  next  spring  or  neat  autimm, 
and'  so  forth.  Aa  to  retoming  hither,  if  1  once  go  faiek^  I 
haire  no  thoughts  of  it.  I  am  too  £iir  advanced  in  fife  to 
propose  three  voyages  more.  I  have  some.importaiit  affttrS' 
10  s^tde  at  hoM^ ;  and  considering  my  double  expenses  hare 
and  there,  I  hardly  think  my  salaries  liilly  compensate  tha 
disadvantages.  The  late  change  however  being  thrown  iMd 
the  balance  determines  me  to  stay  another  winter. 

•  .  •  -  f 
.  P.  S.  Aogttst  §2.  I  find  I  omitted. cof^ratuhiing  you  on 
the  honor  of  your  Section  in  die  society  for  pr<4Migatiag  thi» 
gospeL  There  yon  match  indeed  my  Dutch  honor.  Bali 
yen  are  9gm  behind;  for liist  night  I  reccaved  a  letter  from- 
Baiis^  of  which  the  enclosed  b  an  extmct,  acquainting  mm 
diat  1  am  chosen  anoeH  krangir  (foreign  member)  of  tho 
royal  academy  there.  There  are  bnt  eight  of  diese  auodU 
eirattgen  in  all  Europe  and  those  of  die  most  Asdnguished 
nnmes  for  science.  The  vacancy  I  have  die  honor  of  tXling 
was  'made  by  Ae  death  of  the  late  celebrated  M.  Van 
Sweeten;'  of  Vienna*  This  mark  of.  respect  from  die  first 
academy  ia  the  vporld,  which  Abb6  Nolet^  one  of  its  mem* 
bers,  took  so  mudi  pains  to  prejudice  against  my  doctrine,  I 
consider  as  a  kind  of  victory  without  ink-shed,  since  I  never 
answered  him.  1  em  told  he  has  bat  one  of  his  sect  nam 
remainmg  in  the  academy.  All  the  rest,  who  have  in.  any 
degree  acquainted  themselves  vrith  electricity,  are^  ashecaBs 
them,  Frmklinitts.    Yours,  &c.  ;  B.jFftAVKi«iv». 
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'  'i./  /     •  ';-To  JdgE¥^  -GAitowAt,  Esg.' '  ■        '  J^'»«< 

Xioir^.  Miihbor^^         resignatiqn-^Lord  Dartmouth ,  $fif^ 
ceeded  hin^ — Lord  KocMord.  ■  . 

^  DBAb'Fiisic^,  it  .     '        LondoUy  August  W^'X'n^Mi^ 

:'  i<:        I  acknowledged  before  tbe^  fftcsipiC-dFi-yullri 

ftvoirof 'May  14,  tfinee  whieh  I  have  no  liner  froft)f'yofy;'|<4i 

wiUt  be  v^pilBasure  |o  render  any  senrioe  to  Mr.  l^l{|jiMM9 

whbfM  jTMi  itecommeiftded;   .  .Wiiiilme 

l%«<«c«i:  passed  in  yam  winter  and  spting  sessioalstifklMiil 
not  yet  received,  nor'  have  I  heard  frovi  Mr.  WihaiitiMil 
they  have  been  presented. 

liOfd  JliUsboroagb,-  mortified  by  the  coitnnnttae  of^^ioAi^ 
ei^«;i^ptobttio&  lof  our  grant  in  opposition  to  his  retport/laib 
i<BMgned.  i  bcSiefe  when  he  offertd  to  do  so^.he{IuMl»«|Ml|| 
n^c^inionof  his  iftipoHahoe,  that  be  did  not  think*  it^imM 
M  atocepttid ;  and  that  it  #onld  be  thoagfat^  prudent  ratbtMfi 
set  obr  (gtant  a^ide  than  pait  with  him.  His  coUeagiiet  jil 
tfie  ministry  were  all  glad  to  get  rid  of  him,  and  parbapifAw 
tbiii  reason  joined  ai€n'e  readily  in  giving  him  that  iBortific** 
tiMr.  r  Loifd  Dartmotflh  ^c*ce^»  hitti^  wltotitrnmUrlMld^ 
fSlYorable  dispositions  towards  the  coloniea.  He  iHnhenyt 
tofbr^  -expressed  sonie  personal  regard  ftxriHe,  tkiid':i'llO|ie 
noMr  ^o  find  our  bttsmess  with  thto  'ftoafd  nHona  ^aq^  -to 
%an8Mfc'  ■  ■  ■•■    ^  ■."J/'idhf 

Ydulr  dbservijtions  on  the  state  of  the  iridnii  didnot'omn 
16  haiid'tiH  aftef  lord  Roeh^ord  had  withdlawv&is : 
Hii  Mird»hi()f  aAul  die  pix^moters  of  it  were  to  <  immted 
^mtAfkk,  that  I  believe  another  of  die  kind  wvU  n 
sbon^  M  thought  of.    The  pnoprietor  was  at  the  e«i 
Uie'oppoeition ;  and  as  I  knew  it  would  not  be  nelMWaiT^  aad 
thought  it  nug^t  be  inconvenient  to  oar  affinrsy^ldidiMil 
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openly  engage  in  it ;  but  I  g9ve  some  priy^^  anwtanee^  .^t  I 
believe  wag  Hot  without  effect :  I  ^ink  too  ttmt  )Mr..  j«c)^ 
*aoo'8  opinion  was  of  grieat  aenrice.  I  would  lodgjsac^pjf 
of  your  paper  in  the  plantation  office  aga^iit  anyKaiqi^ 
future  applicatiortaif  you  approve  of  it.  I  only Jiiank  llie 
inland  holders  make  too  great  a  conoessioB  toibe  i9pwa 
wheo  they .  suppose  it  may  have  a  rigjkt  to  quit-re$nt.  It.oifk 
have  none  in  my  opinion  on  the.  old  grants  from'hudilguk 
3w«d^,  and  Dutch,  where  none  was  testeved.  And  I  think 
those  grants  so  clearly  good  as  to  need  no  confirnatioi^  'to 
oKCain  which  I  suppose  is  the  bniysiotive  for  offeriUg  such 
^pnt-reot.  I  inagine<toOy  that  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  affix  n 
caveat  in  the  plantation  office,  in  the  behalf  of  holders  .of 
property  in  those  islaiids|>agaiii8t  mj  grant  of*  them  that  jfaaj 
be  applied  for,  till  tb^  have  had  timely  notice  and  «ii  oppoiw 
limity  of  being  fuUy  heard.  Mr.  Jackson  is  out  of  towi^ 
hsit  I  AM  confer  vlith  him  oti  the  subjeot  as  soon  as  be  Wt 
tans.    I  am  ever^  my  dear  friend,  yours  ihost  affectjomitelyy 

B.  FttAM KbiM.' : 

To  Joseph  Galloway,  Esq. 

fLor^  JDartnumth^Cauri  of  exchequer— The  Indian  cfi$^ 
.  pamf—Duty  <m  tea^  Sfc^ 

.    DbarFbibkHi    m  Juondon,  Dec.  i,  nn* 

laos.gladyoiiareneiliinMdagain.ilp  a  seal<ia 
Ae  assembly,  where  your  abilities  are  s6  useful  and  neceKuwy 
in.ihe  servioe  of  your  country.  We  must  not  jo  thejconrit 
^fubiic  life  expect  immediaie  appiobatioiQ  and  inlfiMli^tf 
gfateful  acknowledgment  of  our  aemces.  But'lalufilM' 
s^rere  througb  abuse  and  evon  'vywrj*  The  jptenMlMftil*' 
fiuition  of  a  good  ooasdence  if  always  present^  jkid  ^m^wU 
lb  ;m  justice  in  (he  lAwda  of  thoi  peopb^  ^sf^  fim^  ft 
pnaent  the  moit  pi^udkcd  j|gaiiiitTiia-,K«  :i;^i^u  « 
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I*  faate  gnren  Dr.  Denoraumdie  t  reconmeiidatkMi  to  A 
ftieiKl  in  Gcnevi,  for  which  place  he  set  out  tUs  Mfirnif  i^ 
ud  I  Aell  be  ghd  of  any  opportunity  of  aenriog  Un  ^lAmtf 
Im  reCMma  to  London.  <  r^ 

I  eee  by  a  PennBylvania  gazette  of  October  21,  Aal  jml 
are  continued  speaker,  and  myself  agent ;  but  I  have  no'liw 
from  you  or  the  committee  relative  to  instmctions. 
I  shall  hear  from  yon  by  Falconer.  I  find  myself ? 
very  good  terms  widi  oar  new  minister  lord  Dartmouth^  whosf 
we  have  reason  to  dunk,  mens  well  to  the  colonies.  I  fcsit 
lieve  all  are  now  sensible  that  nothing  is  to  be  got  by  cmnK 
testing  with,  or  oppressipg  us.  Two  drcomstanoeeilHsr 
divened  mo  ktely. '  One  was,  that  bdng  at  the  -coniff^ol 
exdiequer  on  some  business  of  my  own,  1  diere  memsMr 
one  of  the  commissioners  of  the  stamp  office,  who  told  me 
he  attended  with  a  memorial  from  that  board,  to  be  aUowed 
in  their  accounts  the  difference  between  their  expense  in  en* 
deavoring  to  establish  those  offices  in^  America,  andlbA 
amount  of  what  diey  received,  which  from  Canada  and  the 
West  India  islands  was  but  about  1,500/.,  while  the  expense^ 
if  I  remember  right,  •  was  above  12,000/.,  bebg  for  stamps 
and  stamping,  widi  paper  and  parchment  retioned  np^^ 
dieir  hands,  freight.  Sec*  The  oAer  is  die  present  difficnkiM 
of  the  India  company,  and  of  goTerament  on  their  mceoiM/ 
The  oomjpany  have  accepted  bills,  which  diey  find  themsrfvte 
unable  to  pay,  thongh  they  have  the  vidue  of  two  nullilMiiyii 
tea-end  other  India  goods,  in  their  stores,  perishing  indftr^i 
want  cf  demand.  Their  credit  dius  soffermg,  and  thefar  sloldt 
fidiiiq^  Iff)  per  cent,  whereby  the  government  will  loietfii^ 
400,000/.  per  arnium,  it  having  been  stipulated  that  itshcMlHI 
no  longer  be  paid  if  the  dividend  fell  to  that  mark.«<^  JMl 
ahhehgK  'it  is  kndwn  tint  the  American  martlet-is  fait  by 
confinuiiig  the  du^  on  t€a,  and  that  we  are  «u|l|ffieid  bf  tte 
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Dtttcb,  who  doabtless  take  the  opportmnty  of  snniggUng 
•other  India  goods  among  «s  with  the  tea,  so  that  for  the  five 
years  past  we  might  probably  have  otherwise  taken  off  die 
greatest  part  of  what  the  company  have  en  hand,  aod.ao 
have  prevented  di^  present  embarrassment  yet  the  honor  of 
government  is  supposed  to  forbid  the  repeal  of  the  Amotican 
tBMhity;  while  the  amount  of  all  the  duties  goes  on.de^ 
-cpeasing,  so  that  the  balance  of  this  year  cloes  not  (as  l.faBivo< 
it'from  good  audiority)  exceed  30/.  after  paying  the  coUeo!*. 
tion ;'  not  reckoning  the  immense  espenae  of  guarda  coitai^ 
&C.  Can  an  American  help  smiling  at  these  blunders?: 
though  in. a  national  light  they  are  truly  deplorable. 

•;Virith  thesincerest  esteem^  and  inviolaUe  attachment^  I 
anir  my  dear  firiend,  ever  most  affectionately  youn. 

B.  FsANKLlN^-.l'. 

^  ^  To  Thomas  Gushing^  Esg. 

PHiiioH  from  Mussachuietts  Bay-^IUasomfor  dela^fing;^, 
i.  presenting  U*  :..t.  .s.. 

•Sir,  Lon4onf  JD,efi.9'$lZ7^. ' 

The  above  is  a  copy  of  myUut*  A  jfewidiys. 
«fler  my  leaving,  your  petition  with  Lord  DaftlBOUtl^  Ibis, 
kurdship  sent  for  me  to  discourse  with  me  upon  it«  44^er9 
long  aufUeswerhe  wae  pfeased  to.say^  that  nQtwUhMili4iiW,aU 
Ihadsaid,  or  could  say,  m  support  mi¥l  ju«tificaitioBk5»f4lif 
petition,  he  was  sure  die  presenting  it  at  this  tiaie.conhiiiqt 
possibly  produce  any  goods  that  the  king  wpiild.lie  eftoaecU 
iagly  offended,  but  what  steps  bis  majesty  would  tttke^uiMm 
it  was  uneertain;  perhaps  he  would  require  the  qipiaiff^^ef- 
the  judges  or  goveniment- lawyers,  whkh  would  sur^Jlte. 
a^UDst  us;  pohaps  b(S  mi|^t  lay  it  befiNe:  parUfuqoifn^ 
ap^^jjio  the  censure  ;of  both  bouqes  woul4  l^e  drawee  down 
uDOQ^jBst:  the  most  favorable  thing  to  be  expected  wa%  a 
severe  reprimand  to  the  assembly  by  order  of  bis  majealy, 
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the  natural  consequence  of  ^iiici)  n^ust  be  more  diactwlii^ 
and  uneasiness  in  the  province.  That  possessed  as  h€|,  ipf^ 
w/itK  great  good-will  for  New  Eiigland^  hr  ii  fii  rifrfBifwr 
univiliiug  that  one  of  the  first  acts  of  his  adminktratioiia  wttjjp 
regard  to  Massachusetts^  should  be  of  so  unpleasant  a mtlf|{il* 
That  minds  had  been  h^ted  and  irritated  on  both  tid^  ^ 
^ater,  but  he  hoped  those  heats  were  now  (iooling,  tMl% 
was' averse  to  the  addition  of  fresh  fuel ;  that,  as.  I,,^ad-^a^ 
livered  the  petition  to  him  officially,  he  roust  present  it  tfil 
insisted  upon  it ;  but  he  wished  I  would  .first  cQiiful|::-JH 
constituents,  who  might  possibly,  on  reconsidenitioD,  fldi^ 
fit  to  order  its  being  deferred.  I  answered  that  th0<grai|t 
majority  with  which  the  petition,  and  the  resolves,  oil  ,ii|$cli  . 
it  was  founded,  were  carried  through  the  house^  V^  i^ 
scarce  expectable  that  their  order  would  be  countermuktedi; 
that  the  slighting,  evading,  or  refusing  to  receive  petitioq|i 
from  the  colonies  on  some  late  occasions  by  the  parliament;^ 
had  occasioned  a  total  loss  of  the  respect  for,  and  confidtooa 
in,  that  body  formerly  subsisting  so  strongly  in  America^ 
and  brought  on  a  questioning  of  their  authority:  that  Ua 
lordship  might  observe  that  petitions  came  no  more  froiaa 
that  country  to  parliament,  bnt  to  the  king  only :  that  At 
king  appeared  to  be  now  the  only  coBBeaion  between  thfe 
two  countries ;  and  that  as  a  continued  union'  was  es8en|{rily- 
necessary  to  the  well-being  of  the  whole  empire,  I  should  te 
sorry  to  see  that  link  weakened  as  the  other  had  been;  tliAt  I 
tfiought  it  a  dangerous  thing  for  any  govemihent  to  rafne^ 
receiving  petitions,  and  thereby  prevent  the  sutijectB  irom 
giving  vent  to  their  griefs.  His  Icudship  interrupted  me  bj 
replying  that  he  did  not  refuse  to  deliver  the  petition ;  lint 
it  should  never  justly  be  said  of  him,  that  he  interrupted  the 
coihplaints  of  his  majesty's  subjects,  and  that  he  most  and 
would  present  it,  as  he  had  said  brfere,  whenever  1  liMinU 
absoinlely  requite  it ;  but  "from  motifves  of  pure  fnod«llil  to 
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the  province^  he  wished  me  not  to  insist  on  it,  till  I  should 
receive  fresh  orders.  Finally,  considering  that  since  the 
petition  was  ordered  there  had  been  a  change  in  the  American 
administration ;  that  the  present  minister  was  our  friend  in 
the  repeal  of  the  stamp  act,  and  seems  still  to  have,  good 
dispositions  towards  us ;  that  you  had  mentioned  to  me  the 
probability  that  the  ^ouse  would  hqve  remonstrate^  on  all 
iheir  other  gnevances,  had  not  their  time  been  tak^  yp  with 
the  difficult  business  of  a  general  valuation ;  and  since  tfie 
complaint  of  this  petition  was  likely  alone  to  give  offence,  it 
might  perhaps  be  judged  advisable  to  give  the  substance  of 
all  our  complaints  at  once,  rather  than  in  parts,  and  after  a 
reprimand  received ;  I  say,  upon  the  whole  I  thought  it  best 
not  to  disoblige  him  in  the  beginning  of  his  adminbtration, 
by  refusing  him  what  he  seemed  so  desirous  of,  a  delay  at 
least  in  presenting  the  petition,  till  farther  directions  should 
be  received  from  my  constituents.  If  after  deliberation  ihey 
should  send  me  fresh  orders,  I  shall  immediately  obey  them, 
and  tiie  application  to  the  crown  itself  may  possibly  derive 
greater  weight,  from  the  re-codsideration  given  it,  while  the 
temper  of  the  house  may  be  somewhat  calmed  by  the  re* 
moval  of  a  minister  who  had  rendered  himself  so  obnoxious 
to  them.  Accordingly  I  consented  to  the  delay  desired,  where* 
in  I  hope  my  conduct  will  not  be  disapproved* 

With  the  greatest  esteem  and  respect,  1  have  the  honor  to 
be,  sir,  your  and  the  committee's  most  obedient  and  most 
humble  servant,  B.  Franklin, 


VOL.  !• 
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To  THE  Hon.  Thomas  Gushing,  Esq. 

■  .^. 

Lord  Dartrntrnth-^American  affairi^Great  fail  in  ifNfi# 

stock.  "\ 

Sir,  (Private)  London,  Jan.  5,  177S1  3 

I  did  myself  the  honor  of  writing  to  youi  ail' 
the  2d  of  December  past^  enclosing  some  original  lettmr^ 
from  persons  in  Boston^  which!  hope  got  safe  to  hand,  '1^ 
have  since  received  your  fiivor  of  October  27,  which  etia^ 
taining  in  a  small  compass  so  full  an  enumeration  of  QUf* 
gricfvances,  the  steps  necessary  to  remove  them,  and  the  happy 
effects  that  must  fo11oW|  I  thought  that,  though  maiitoilt 
private,  it  might  be  of  use  to  communicate  it  to  Lord  Dnt^ 
mouth  ;  the  rather  too,  as  he  would  there  find  himself  occa^ 
sionally  mentioned  with  proper  respect,  and  learn  that  fan 
character  was  esteemed  in  the  colonies.  Accordingly  I  wrote' 
him  a  few  lines,  and  enclosed  it  a  day  or  two  before  I  was  tb 
wait  oti  bis  lordship,  that  he  might  have  a  little  time  to  con^' 
aider  the  contents.  When!  next  attended  him,  he  retiirnett 
me  the  letter  with  great  complacence  in  his  countenance  ;'8aiil 
he  was  glad  to  find  that  people  in  America  were  disposed  Co 
think  so  favorably  of  him ;  that  they  did  him  but  justice  ba 
believing  he  had  the  best  disposition  towards  them,  for  hs 
wished  sincerely  their  welfare,  though  possibly  he  might  ndl 
always  think  with  them  as  to  the  means  of  obtaining  diadt 
end.  That  the  heads  of  complaint  in  your  letter  were  many, 
some  of  them  requiring  much  consideration^  and  therefore 
it  could  scarce  be  expected  that  a  sudden  change  should  be 

oaade  in  so  many  measures,  supposing  them  all  improper  tb 

»  ■      ■■■  .11       ■    ■        II    ■        — — — ■    11    ■ 

<  Governor  Hutchinson's  Letters.     See  Memoirs  ov  trb  LtWM^ 
Part  iti.  p.  IBG.  4to.  cd. 
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be  continued,  which  perhaps  might  not  be  the  case.  It  was 
however  his  opinion,  that  if  the  Americans  continued  quiet, 
and  gave  no  fresh  offence  to  government,  those  ineasui^* 
would  be  reconsidered,  and  such  relief  given  as,  upoptCMir 
sideration,  should  be  thought  reasonab^.  I  need  not  remiurk 
there  is  not  much  in  such  general  discourse ;  but  I  could  then 
ootain  nothing  more  particular,  except  that  his  lordship  €Xr 
prested  in  direct  terms  his  disapprobation  of  the  instruction 
for  exempting  the  coloniesi  from  taxation:  which  however 
was,  as  he  said  in  confidence  to  me,  relying  that  no  public 
'  mention  should  be  made  of  his  opinion  on  that  head* 

In  the  mean  time,  some  circumstances  are  working  in  our 
favor  with  regard  to  the  duties.     It  is  found  by  the  last  yeaPi 
accounts  transmitted  by  the  commissioners,  that  the  balinc^ 
in  favor  of  Britain  is  but  about  85/.  after  payment  of  sala*' 
lies,  8ic.  exclusive  of  the  charge  of  a  fleet  to  enforce  the 
collection.     Then  it  is  observed  that  the  Ihdia  company  is 
so  out  of  cash,  that  it  cannot  pay  the  bills  drawn  upon  it, 
and  its  other  debts,  and  at  the  same  time  so  out  of  credit, 
that,  the  bank  does  not  care  to  assist  them,  whence  they  find 
themselves  obliged  to  lower  their  dividend ;  the  apprehensioii 
of  which  has  sunk  their  stock  from  280  to  160,  wherebjr 
several   miliions   of   property   are   annihilated,   occasioning 
private  bankruptcies  and  other  distress,  beaides  a  loss  to  this 
public  treasury  of  400,000/.  per  annum,  which  the  company 
are  not  to  pay  into  it  as  heretofore,  if  they  are  npt  able  to 
keep  up  their  dividend  at  i£^.    And  as  they  have,  at  the 
same  time,  tea,  and  other  India  goods  in  their  wardious^s> 
to  the  amount  of  four  millions,  as  some  say,  for  which  tfa^ 
want  a  market,  and  which,  if  it  had  been  sold,  would  have 
kept  up  their  credit,  I  take  the  opportunity  of  remarking  itx 
all  companies  the  great  imprudence  of  losing  the  Aiperican 
market  by  keeping  up  the  duty  on  tea,  which  has  thrown 
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that  trade  into  the  hatide  of  the  Dutcb^  JDanes,  Swed^  aad 
French,  who,  according  to  die  reports  and  tetters  of  fone 
t:u8tom*hoiu6  officers  in  America,  now  supply  by  smuggliiig 
the  whole  continent,  not  with  tea  only,  but  accompany  dmi 
article  with  other  India  goods,  amoundng,  as  iiipposed^  in 
/die  whole  to  500 fiOOL  sterling  per  annum.  This  givaa  MMe 
•nkrmy^  and  begins  to  convince  people  more  and  more<QC^d» 
impropriety  of  quarreling  with  America,  who,  at  thattait, 
might  have  taken  off  two  millions  and  a  half  of., 
goods,  within  diese  five  years,  that  the  combination  has. 
aisted,  if  the  duty  had  not  been  laid,  or  had  been  qitedily 
repeated.  ,  .,^ 

'  But  our  great  security  lies,  I  think,  in  our  growing  sttmifih 
iioth  in  numbers  and  wealth,  that  creates  an  increasing,  abililj^ 
of  assisting  this  nation  hi  its  wars,  which  will  make  na  i 
respectable,  our  friendship  more  valued,  and  our  .ifi 
feared :  thence  it  will  soon  be  thought  proper  to  treat  as.|ibt  ' 
with  justice  only,  but  with  kindness,  and  thrice  we  4nfgr 
expect  in  a  few  years  a  total  change  of  measures  with  regand 
to  us;  unless  by  a  neglect  of  military  discipline  we  sfaOuU 
lose  all  martial  spirit,  and  our  western  people  becomn^ 
tame  as  those  in  the  eastern  dominions  of  Britain,  whea  we 
may  expect  the  same  oppressions,  for  there  is  much  truth  ib 
the  Italian  saying,  Make  yourselves  sheq),  ftnd  the  wphm 
will  eat  you*  In  confidence  of  this  coming  change  in  ^iir 
favor^  1  diink  our  prudence  is  meanwhile  to  be  quiet,  •otij 
holding  up  our  rights  and  claims  on  all  occasions  in  reaolu- 
tions,  memorials^  and  remonstrances ;  but  bearing  patiently 
the  little  present  notice  that  is  taken  of  them.  They  will 
all  have  their  weight  in  time,  and  that  time  is  at  no  great 
distance. 
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With  the  greatest  esteem^  1  have  the  honor  to  be^  sir, 
your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant^ 

B.  Franklik. 

To  Governor  Franklin. 

Affw  of  St.  Fincenfs — Affairs  of  the  India  company 
owing  to  the  refusal  of  North  America  to- take  tea  from 
England — Distress  among  the  manufacturers. 

Dear  Son,  London,  Feb.  14,  1773.^ 

The  opposition  are  now  attacking  the  miiiistijr 
on  the  St.  Vincent's  affair,  which  is  generally  condemtted 
here,  and  some  think  Lord  Hillsborough  will  be  given  up  ai 
tbe  advker  of  that  expedition.  But  if  it  succeeds,  perfaapa 
all  will  blow*  over.  The  ministry  are  ntore  embarrassed  with 
the  India  affairs ;  the  continued  refusal  of  North  America 
to  take  tea  from  this  country  has  brought  iDfihite  distrest  on 
the  company:  they  imported  great  quantities  in  faith  Aat 
that  agreement  could  not  hold ;  and  now  they  can  neither 
pay  their  debts  nor  dividends,  their  stock  has  sunk  to  the 
annihilating  near  three  millions  of  their  property^  and  govertK 
ment  will  lose  its  400,000/.  a  year;  while  dieir  teas  lie  bn 
hand :  the  bankruptcies  brought  on  partly  by  this  means  hate 
given  such  a  shock  to  credit  as  has  not  been  experienced 
heire,  since  tfie  South-Sea  year.  And  this  has  affected  die 
great  mavuiacturers  so  much,  as  ta  oblige  them  to  diseharge 
their  hands;  and  thousands  of  Spitatfields  and  Manchester 
weavers  are  now  starving,  or  t ubnating  on  charity.  Blessed 
effects  of  pride,  pique,  and  passion  in  government^  which 
should  hav9  no  passions^    Yours, 

B.  Franklin. 
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To  THE  Hon.  Thomas  Gushing^  Esq.  BofiTov i  ^_ 

Proceedings  of  the  town  of  Boston — Governor  Huichhuon^i 

speech. 

Sir,  London^  March  9,  1773, 

I  di4  myself  the  honor  of  writitig  ia  jou  the  2d  of 
Dec.  and  the  5th  January  pastJ  Since  which  I  have  received 
your  favor  of  November  28,  enclosing  the  votes  anf  pr6-» 
ceedings  of  the  town  of  Boston,  which  I  have  reprinted  here 
widi  a  preface.     Herewith  I  send  you  a  few  copies.. 

Governor  Hutchinson's  speech,  at  the  opening  of  year 
January  session,  has  been  printed  and  industriously  circulated 
here  by  (as  I  think)  the  ministerial  people,  which  I  take  to  ibe 
no  good  sign.  The  assembly's  answer  to  it  is  not  yet  arriVei!, 
and  in  the  meanwhile  it  seems  to  make  impression  on  tbe  - 
minds  of  many  not  well  acquainted  with  tlie  dispute.  The 
tea  duty  however  is  under  the  consideration  of  Parliament' 
for  a  repeal  on  a  petition  from  the  East  India  Company,  and 
no  new  measures  have  been  talked  of  against  America,  at. 
likely  to  be  taken  during  the  present  session;  1  Mas  therefore 
preparing  to  return  home  by  the  spring  ships :  but  have  been 
advised  by  our  friends  to  stay  till  tlie  session  is  over ;  as  the 
commission  sent  to  Rhode  Island  and  discontents  in  your 
province,  with  the  correspondence  of  the  towns  may  possibly 
give  rise  to  something  here,  when  my  being  on  the  spot  may 
be  of  use  to  our  country.  I  conclude  to  stay  a  little  logger. 
In  the  mean  time  I  must  hope  that  great  care  will  be  taken 
to  keep  our  people  quiet,  since  nothing  is  more  wished  for 
by  our  enemies,  than  that  by  insurrections  we  should  give  % 
good  pretence  for  increasing  the  military  among  us,  and  put- 
ting us  under  more  severe  restraints.  And  it  must  be  evident., 
to  all  that  by  our  rapidly  increasing  strength  we  shall  soon 
become  of  so  much  importance  that  none  of  our  just  claima 
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of  privilege  will  be  as  heretofore  unattended  to,  nor  any 
security  we  cail  wish  for  our  rights  be  denied  us. 

With  great  respect  I  huve  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  moat 
obedient  humble  servant,  B.  Franklin. 


To  THE  HoK.  Thomas  Cushiko^  Esq. 

Lord  DarttnoutVs  wish  to  heal  the  breach  between  Great 
Britain  and  America. 

Sir,  (Private)  London,  April  3, 1773. 

My  last  was  of  the  9th  past ;  since  which  nothing 
material  has  occurred  relating  to  the  colonies.  The  assem- 
bly's answer  to  Governor  Hutchinson's  speech  is  not  yet 
cpme.  over ;  but  I  find  that  even  his  friends  here  are  appre- 
hensive of  some  ill  consequences  from  his  forcing  the  assein- 
bly  into  that  dispute,  and  begin  to  say  it  was  not  prudently 
done,  though  they  believe  it  meant  well.  I  inclose  you  two 
newspapers  in  which  it  is  mentioned.  Lord  Dartmouth  the 
other  day  expressed  his  wish  to  me,  that  some  means  coutd 
be  fallen  upon  to  heal  the  breach.  I  took  the  freedom  to 
tell  him,  that  he  could  do  much  in  it  if  he  would  exert  him^ 
self;  I  think  I  see  signs  of  relenting  in  some  others.  The 
Bishop  of  St.  Asaph's  sermon  before  tl^e  Society  for  propa- 
gating the  Gospel,  is  much  talked  of  for  its  catholic  spirit 
and  favorable  sentiments  relating  to  the  colonies.  I  wiD 
endeavor  to  get  a  copy  to  s^nd  you.  With  great  esteem  and 
respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and 
most  humble  servant,  B.  Franklin^ 
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To  Governor  Franklin. 

37<e  Bishop  of  St.  Jsaph^s  ■  sermon  before  the  Society  ytit 
Propagating  the  Gospel,  favorable  to  America.       "  '^ 

Dear  Son,  Londonyjlpril  6j,177S., 

I  received  yours  of  February  2,  widi  the  p^pMI 
of  iufonnatioD  that  accompany  it  .      ^-    . 

I  have  sent  to  Mr.  Galloway  one  of  the  Bishop  of  St* 
Asaph's  sermons  for  your  Society  for  Propagating  the  GoqpeL 
I  would  have  sent  you  one,  but  you  will  receive  it  of  i 
as  a  member.  It  contains  such  liberal  and  generoua  i 
ments  relating  to  the  conduct  of  government  here  1 
America,  that  Sir  J.  Pringle  says  it  was  written  in  cmmj^ 
meof,  to  me.  But  from  the  mtimacy  of  friendship  i»  wUdt 
I  live  with  the  author,  I  know  he  has  expressed  nothing  bat 
what  he  thinks  and  feeb ;  and  I  honor  him  the  more^  thalle 
through  the  mere  hope  of  doing  good,  he  has  hazarded  dm- 
displeasure  of  the  court,  and  of  course  the  prospect  of 
further  preferment  Possibly  indeed  the  ideas  of  the  court 
may  change ;  for  I  think  I  see  some  alarm  at  the.  discontent* 
in  New  England,  and  some  appearance  of  softening  in  the 
disposition  of  government,  on  the  idea  that  matters  have  been 
carried  too  &r  there»  But  all  depends  upon  circumstance* 
and  events.  We  govern  from  hand  to  mouth.  There  8eem% 
to  be  no  wise  regidar  plan* 

1  saw  Lord  Dartmouth  about  two  weeks  since*  He 
mentioned  nothmg  to  me  of  your  application  for  additional 
salary,  nor  did  I  to  him,  for  I  do  not  like  it  I  fear  it  will 
embroil  you  with  your  people. 

While  I  am  writing,  comes  to  hand  yours  of  March  ft. 

'■  '  I  I       II  H  I  ■  I  ■      1  h 

,'  Dr»  Shipl^'s^ 
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My  letter  by  the  October  packet  muat  have  been  tent  as 
usual  to  die  office  by  the  bell-man.  That  bemg,  as  you 
inform  ne,  rubbed  open^ as  some o£.  yours-  to  Biehme-beeOi 
gives  an  additional  circumstance  ct  probability,  to- ^  con* 
jecture  made  in  mine  of  December  2.  For  the  future  I  shall 
send  letters  of  consequence  to  the  office  (when  %  use  the 
packet  conveyance)  by  my  clerk. 

Your  accounts  of  the  numbers  of  people^  birdis,  burials, 
&c.  in.  your  proviKce,  will  be  v^  agreeable  to  me,  and  par* 
ticularly  so  to  Dr^  Price.  Compared  with  former  accounb; 
ther^  will  ^w  the  increase  of  your  people,  but  not  perfectly,' 
as  I  think  a  great  many  have  gone  from  New  Jersey  to  Htm 
moresouthem  colonies. 

The  psriiament  is  like  to  Mt  till  the  end  of  June,  as  Mr; 
Cooper  tells  me.  I  had  thoughts  of  returning  home  about 
that  time.  ^JThe  Boston  assembly's  answer  to  Ae  goveitibr's 
speech,  which  f  have  just  reieeived,  may  possibly  prodiiciB 
somethiiig  here  to  occasion  my  longer  stay.  I  am,  your 
affectioQate  fotbei*,  B.  FBARXttK* 

To  THE  Hon.  Thomas  CusHtiio>  Esq*  -'-^  '^ 

Governor  HutchimorCs  ipeech-^Comersaiion  with  Lord 
DartmotUh  respecting  the  same. 

Si^  (PfivateO  Xxmfeo,  May  6f  1778* 

I  have  received  none  of  your  ftrrors  sinte  fhit  of 
November  128.  I  have  since  written  to  you  of  die  following 
dates,  December  tt,  January  5,  March  9>  and  April  9,wl^ell 
I  hope  got  safe  to  hand. 

The  council  and  assembly's  answer  lo  Governor  HnfolAi- 
son's  speech  I  caused  to  be  printed  h^e  as  soon  asTl  re- 
ceived them.  His-  reply- 1-  see- snice- printed jdsa,-bttt  their 
rejoinder  is  not  yet  come.    If  he  intended  by  reviving  that 
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dispute  to  recommend  himBelf,  .be  liu  greatly  misled  hi^ 
aim ;  for  the  administration  are  chagrined  with  his  officioMff 
ness,  their  intention  haying  been  to  let  all  conteQtiaii:.sii^ 
side,  and  by  degrees  suffer  matters,  to  return  to  the  .ol^ 
channel.  They  are  now  eoJiarrassed  by  his.  proceedim»i|.- 
for  if  they  lay  th^  governor's  dispatches  containing,  the.dei^ 
ration  of  the  general  court  before  pariiament^  they  appreh^v^ 
measures  may  be  taken  that  will  widen  the  breach  fiwbScii 
would  be  more  particularly  inconvenient  at  this  time,..w|ip|| 
the  disturbed  state  of  Europe  givesi  some  apprehensiona  ql ^ 
general  war ;  on  the  other  hand,  if  they  do  not  laj,tl|e9|a 
before  parliament  they  give  advantage  to  opposition. agpioft 
themselves  on  some  future  occasion,  in  a  charge  of.  criiwiij 
neglect.  Some  say  he  must  be  a  fool,  others  that.lbro||^ 
some  misinformation  he  really  suppos^  Lprd  Hillshjigyuife 
to  be  again  in  office.  -.v^; 

Yesterday  I  had  a  conversation  with  Lord  D.  of  wl^d|^^]| 
think  it  right  to  give  you  some  account.  On  my  saj^nf  timK. 
I  bad  no  late  advices  from  Boston,  and  asking  if  his  lonU^p 
had  any,  he  said,  none  since  the  governor's  second  speech  ; 
but  what  difficulties  that  gentleman  has  brought  lis  all  into 
by  his  imprudence !  though  I  suppose  he  meant  well : — yet 
what  can  now  be  done  i  It  is  impossible  that  parliament  caa 
suffer  such  a  declaration  of  the  general  assembly,  assertii^ 
its  independency,  to  pass  unnoticed.  In  my  opinion^-flaid  In 
it  would  be  better  and  more  prudent  to  take  no  notice  of  iu 
It  is  words  only.  Acts  of  parliament  are  still  submitted  toi 
there.  No  force  is  used  to  obstruct  their  execution.  Aiyl 
while  that  is  the  case,  parliament  would  do.  well  to  turn  § 
deaf  ear,  and  seem  not  to  know  that  such  declarations  Imd 
ever  been  made.  Violent  measures  against  the  provinqe^  will 
not  change  the  opinion  of  the  people.  Force  oouU  4o  no 
good.  .1  do  not  know,  said  he,  that  force  woul^  be.  thought 
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of;  but  perhaps  an  act  may  pass  to  lay  them  under'  Some 
inconveniencies  till  they  rescind  that  declaration.  Can  the^ 
not  viithdraw  it  ?  I  wish  they  could  be  persuaded  to  recon- 
sider the  matter,  and  do  it  of  themselves  voluntarily,  and 
thus  leave  things  between  us  on  the  old  footing,  the  points 
uhdiscussed.  Don't  ydu  diink  (continued  his  lordship)  sucti 
a  thing  possible  ?  No,  my  lord,  said  I,  I  think  it  is  imposri- 
ble.  If  they  were  even  to  wish  matters  back  in  the  situation 
before  the  govemor^s  speech,  and  the  dispute  obliterated, 
they  cannot  withdraw  their  answers  till  he  first  withdraws  his 
speech,  which  niethinks  would  be  an  awkward  operation  that 
perhaps  he  will  hardly  be  directed  to  perform.  As  to  an 
act  of  parliament  laying  that  country  under  inconveniendes, 
it  is  likely  that  will-  only  put  diem  as  heretofore  on  some 
nwdiod  of  incomimodmg  this  country' till  tlie  act  is  repealed ; 
and  so  we  shall  go  on  injuring  and  provoking  each  other, 
instead  of  cultivating  that  good-Mrill  and  harmony'so  neces- 
sary to  the.  general  welfare.  He  said,  that  might  be,  and  be 
v^as  sensible  our  divisions  must  weaken  the  whole ;  for  we 
are  yet  one  empire^  said  he,  whatever  may  be  the  sentiments 
of  the  Massachusetts  assembly,  but  he  did  not  see  how  diat 
could  be  avoided.  He  wondered,  as  the  dispute  was  now  of 
pubUc  notoriety,  parliament  had  not  already  called  for  the 
dispatches ;  and  he  thought  he  could  not  omit  much  longer 
the  communicating  them,  however  unwilling  he  was  to  do  it 
from  his  apprehension  of  the  consequences.  But  what,  (his 
lordship  was  pleased  to  say)  if  you  were  in  my  place,  would 
or  could  yoii  do  i  Would  you  haamrd  the  being  called  to 
account  in  some  future  session  of  parliament,  for  keeping 
back  the  communication  of  dispatches  of  such  importance  ? 
I  said  his  lordship  could  best  judge,  what  in  his  situation 
was  fittest  for  him  to  do.  1  could  only  pve  my  poor  opinion 
ividi  regard  to  parUameot^  fliat  snpposroif^  die  dispatches  laid 
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before  them,  they  would  act  most  prodantlyki  orderiag  dHHi 
to  lie  on  die  table^  and  take  no  further  notioe  of  theitt^  Vftr 
were  I  as  much  an  Englishman  as  I  am  an  Aasefkagy-  iml 
ever  so  desirous  of  establishing  the  authority  of 
1  protest  to  your  lordship  I  cannot  conoeive  of  a  i 
'the  parliament  caii  take  to  kicrease  it,  &af  will  liot 
diminish  it ;  and  after  abundance  of  mischief  thisy  must  1 
lose  it.  The  loss  in  itself  perhaps  would  not  be  ot 
consequeRoe,  because  it  b  an  audiority  they  can-* 
exercise  for  want  of  due  information  and  knowlfi%i|^lliil 
therefore  it  is  not  worth  hazarding  the  misijiief  to  jii^iliiPfli 
tt4  Then  addiag  my  wishes  that  I  could  be  of  «ny  seiffcfe  m 
healiag  our  differences,  his  lordship  said,  1  do  not  '9ik  ■% 
tiling  of  more  service  than  prevaSing  on  the  general  aMMirilllpb 
if  you  can  do  it,  to  withdraw  their  answera  to  the  gu^lie<% 
apeech.  There  is  not,  said  I,  the  least  probability  diej  wH 
ever  do  that ;  for  the  country  is  all  of  one  mind  iipiMi><ito 
subject.  Perhaps  the  governor  may  have  repreaeileit  Jto 
your  lordship,  that  these  are  the  opinions  of  a  party  only,  attd 
diat  great  numbers  are  of  different  sentiments  which  may  Ja 
time  prevail.  But  if  he  does  not  deceive  himself  he  deemviria 
your  lordship :  for  in  both  houses,  notwithstanding  the  influ^- 
ence  appertaining  to  his  office,  there  was  not,  in  sending  np 
those  answers,  a  single  dissenting  voice.  I  do  not  rtcoUecl^ 
said  his  lordship,  that  the  governor  has  written  any  thmg  of 
that  kind.  I  am  told,  however,  by  gentlemen  from  that 
couutry  who  pretend  to  know  it,  that  there  are  many  of  the 
governor's  opinion,  but  they  dare  not  sHow  their  sentimente. 
t  never  heard,  said  I,  that  any  one  has  sufibred-  "nuhmce  Itii 
siding  with  the  governor^  Not  violenee,  perhaps,  satf  Ui 
lordship,  but  they  are  reviled  and  hdd  in  contempt'  «tid 
people  do  Bot  care  to  incur  the  disesteem  and  diqdeiMire  oF 
their  neighboas.   As  1  knew  Govetnor  Beniaid  had  beeii  m 
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with  his^lbrdshipjiut  before  me,  I  thought  be  wat'probtUy 
iOde  of  these  ge»tleaien  infoniMiiitSy  «nd  therefore  ttid,  pe<>ple 
-who  •reaogaged  in  any  party  or  have  adfised  any  oiieaMires 
are  apt .  to  magnify  the  numbers  of  those  they  would  have 
-understood  tu  approvii^  their  measures.  His  lofdshipeaidi 
that  was  natilnd  to  suppose  might  be  the  present  ease)  for 
whoever  observed  tlie  -conduct  of  parties  here,  must  hare 
•seen  it-  a  constant  practice;  and  he  agreed  with  meyibat 
ihouf^  a  neifune  contradicente  did  not  prove  the  absoUite 
.ilgreeaieiit  of  every  man  in  the  opinion  voted,  it  at  least  de- 
monstrated the  great  prevalence  of  that  opinion. 

Thus,  ended  our  conference.  I  shall  wa|ch  this  business 
4ill  the  parliament  rises,  and  endeavor  to  make,  people  in 
general  as  sensible  of  the  inconvenielices  to  this  country  that 
may  attend  a  eontinuance  of  the  contest,  as  the  Spital-^ds 
weavers  seem  ahready  to  be  in  their  petition  to  the  king, 
which  I  herewith  send  you.  I  have  already  the  pleasure  to 
find  that  my  friend  the  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph's  sermon,  is 
universally  approved  and  applauded,  which  I  take  to  be  no 
bad  symptom.  With  sincere  esteem  and  respect,  I  have  die 
honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant^ 

B.  Franklin. 

To  THE  Hon.  Thomas  CusHI^'o,  Esq. 

F^iHifn  fo  tht  King,  and  his  answer. 

Sir,  London,  June  %  1773.  . 

Since  mj  last  of  the  6di  pastj  I  ha?e  been 
honored  with  yours  of  March  6  and  fi4,  inolosing  a  pefitioii 
to  the  king,  and  a  lettet^to  Lord  Dartmeutb*  On  consider- 
ing the  wholes  I  conpliided  that  a  longer  dehy  of  presenting 
the  first  petition^  and  remonstme^  w«s  not  rlikelj  lo  answer 
any  good  piopose,  end  .|b^e(6re  immediatelj  v«ltd  on  Lord 
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Dartmouth,  and  delivered  to  bim  die  letter^  and  the  < 
petitiou,  at  the  same  time  re-deliyeriog  the  iiraCi  and', 
his  lordship  to  present  them  to  his  majesty,  whidi ;  he  = 
mised  to  do.  Enclosed  1  send  you  the  answer  1  have  jM 
received  from  him,  as  this  day's  packet  (the  mail  far  wbMK 
is  to  be  made  up  and  dispatched  m  a  few  hours)  •is; 
earliest  opportunity,  the  ships  for  Boston  not  J 
till  the  beginning  of  next  week.  By  oneof  them  rliehlft? 
send  a  copy,  with  what  observations  occur  to  •flie.'.flii  Ae 
occasion,  which  the  time  will  not  now  permit  aoete  wnM^ 
In  the  mean  while  I  would  just  beg  leave  to- say,  tfaatLhoj^^ 
the  house  will  jcome  to  no  hasty  resolves  upoe  .kM-Shv] 
longer  they  deliberate,  the  more  maturely  they  considetf}  tliay 
greater  weight  will  attend  their  resolutions.  With  .'SJpdasV 
rrspect,  I  ain,<8ir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant^  v    ih^v 

B.  Franklin.  . 

To  THE  Hon.  Thomas  Gushing,  Esq. 

American  duty  on  tea.  ...  .,>. 

Sir,  London,  June  4, 177d; ' 

The  above  is  a  copy  of  mine  per  packet>  which 
inclosed  the  original  of  his  majesty^s  answer  to  our  petitions 
and  remonstrance.     I  now  s^d  an  exact  copy  of  the  same, 
which  I  did  intend  to  accompany  with  sofne  observatioDf)^., 
and  my  sentiments  on  the  general  state  of  our  affairs  i^lhif , 
country,  and  the  conduct  proper  for  us  to  hold  pa  this  <'cca?^ 
sion.    But  beginning  to  write^  I  findth^  matter  too  copiouf^ 
and  the  subject  (on  reflection)  too  important  to  be  tneatediO^; 
in  a  hasty  letter ;  and  being  told  the  slups  sail  to-moirroWy  I. 
must  postpone  it  to  another  opportunity*  .-vV  .-^ 

It  was  thought  at  the  beginning  of  the  sessioB^JbRt  Ae 
American  duty  on  tea  wouU  be  taken  off.    But  now  the 
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wise  fldieme  I9  to  take  )>ff  to- touch  duty  here,  is  inM  iiAke 
teaxbcaper  in  America  than  foteignei^  can  wpply  us,  andtd 
confine  the  duty  there  to  keep  up  the  exercise  of  the  right. 
They  have  no  idea  that  any  pcojpie  can  act  from  any  other" 
prihciplie  but  that  of  interest;  and  they  belicfve  that  tbriecJ 
pence  in  a  pound  of  tea,  of  which  one  does  not  perhaps 
drink^ten  pounds  in  n  year,  is  sufficient  to  overcome  atl^tUe' 
patriotism  of  an  American^  •    >  *    -     > 

I  purpose  jooifi  to  write  to  you  ▼er3f  folfy. '  As  to  dier 
letters  I  communicated  to  you,'  thoi^h  I  have  not  been 
able  to  obtain  leave  to  take  copies  or  publish  them,  I  have 
permission  to  let  the  originals  remain  with  yoii  as  long  as 
you  may  diink  it  of  any  use  to  have  them  in  possessibn. 
With  great  esteem  and  respect,  1  have  the  honb'r  to  be,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

B.  Frankun: 

To  THE  Hon.  Thomas  Gushing,  Esq. 

Controversy  with  Governor  Hutchinson — First  idea  of  an 
American  Congress — Dr,  Franklin's  justification  of  him- 
self against  the  charge  of  neglect,  as  agent  for  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Sir,  London,  July  7,  1773. 

I  thank  you  for  the  pamphlets  you  have  s^nt  me, 
containing  the  controversy  between  the  governor  and  the 
two  houses.  I  have  dbtributed  them  where  I  thought  they 
might  be  of  use.  He  makes  perhaps  as  much  of  his  argu- 
mcfnt  as  it  will  bear;  but  has  the  misfortune  of  being  on  the 
weak  side,  and  so  is  put  to  shifts  and  quibbles,  and  the  use 
of  much,  sophistry  and  artifice  to  give  plausibility  to  his 
reasonings.    The  council  ^d  die  asseinbly  have  greatly  the 

'      .  I  I  ■  11  ■■  ill'' '  I' *■■      ■ ■  ■    ■    ■  ■        "■     ■■'■    ,  ■  ■■  ■■ 

'    -:- '  '  GovetndrHmchiiisoaV 
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advantage  in  point  of  fiufneas,  p^rspicuityi  and  force, 
precedents  of  acts  of  parliament  bindiiig  tte  colonifli;  mM 
our  tadt  consent  to  those  acts^  are  all  frivolons*  SUt^^n 
guardian  who  has  imposed  upon,  cheated,  'and  pIuuilfc^idFli 
minor  under  his  care,  who  was  unable  to  prevent' il^'-|ikM| 
those  impositions  after  his  ward  has  diiteovered  1heiiBi|jr'niv 
precedents  and  authorities  for  continuing  them  7  Thettllrilb 
been  precedents  time  out  of  mind  for  robbing  ofei  HoUMMi 
Heath,  but  the  highwayman  who  robbed  there  ye>|eiM<^ 
does  nevertheless  deserve  hanging.  -^m; 

I  am  glad  to  see  the  resolves  of  the  Virgmia-lKiiiiie'iif 
buigesses.  There  are  brave  spirits  among  that  peoflft.'  1 
hope  their  proposal  will  be  readily  complied  with  bf  llMKl 
colonies.  It  is  natural  to  suppose,  as  you  do,  Ihat'if 'ift 
oppressions  continue,  a  congress  may  grow  out  of  ibit'Wl^ 
respondence.  Nodiing  would  more  alarm  our  minUiteffe} 
but,  if  the  colonies  agree  to  hold  a  congress,  I  do  not  M 
bow  it  can  be  prevented. 

The  instruction  relating  to  the  exemption  of  tfie  cdnoikk 
siotiers  I  imagine  is  withdrawn ;  peibaps  the  odi'er  a3io^ 
relating  to  the  agents  ;  but  of  that  I  have  heard  nothing.  1 
only  wonder  that  die  governor  should  male  such  a  decb» 
ration  of  his  readiness  to  comply  with  an  indmation  in  act» 
ing  cdntrdry  to  any  instructions,  if  he  had  not  already,  iir 
did  hot  soon  expect,  a  repeal  of  those  faistructTons.  thtifit 
not,  and  shall  never  use  your  name  on  fliis  or  any  mbw 
occasion. 

I  note  your  directions  relatfng  to  public  and  private  letten^ 
and  shall  not  fail  to  observe  them.  At  the  same  Bnie, J[ 
think  all  the  correspondence  should'  Be  in  die  spttH^t 
power,  to  communicate  such  extracts  only  as  he 
think  proper  for  the  house.  It  is  extremely 
to  an  agent  to  write  letters  conceinmg  his  tra&saefions  widi 
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minister^  which  letters  he  knows  are  to  be  read  ia  the  hoitae, 
wbei%  there  may  be  gotemoTB*  spies  who  carry  away  parts, 
or  perhaps  take  copies,  diat  are  echoed  back  hither  privately, 
if  ib^y  should  not  be,  aes  sometimes  thqr  are,  printed  in  the 
▼otbs.  It  is  impossible  to  write  freely  in  such  circumstances, 
uidess  he  would  hazar^  his  usefulness,  and  put  it  out  of  his 
pM'er  to  do  his  countiy  any  ferther  service.  I  speak  diis 
H&w,tsot  upon  my  own  account,  being  about  to  decline  sJl 
pHd[>fic  business,  but  for  your  consideration  with  rq^  to 
diture  i^ents. 

*  And  now  We  speak  of  agents,  1  must  mention  my  c<mcem 
that  I  sfaduld  fall  under  so  severe  a  censure  of  the  house  as 
that  cf  neglect  in  their  business.  I  have  submitted  to  the 
'reph>of  without  reply  in  my  public  l^ter,  out  of  pure  re- 
spect* It  is  not  decent  to  dispute  a  father's  admomtmif. 
Btit  fo  you  in  private,  permit  me  to  cfeserve,  that  as  to  the 
two  things  I  am  blamed  for  not  giving  the  earliest  notice  of, 
via.  the  clause  in  the  act  relating  to  dock-yards,  and  the 
appointment  of  salaries  for  the  governor  and  judges;,  the 
A-st  onlj  seems  to  havie  some  foundation.  I  did  not  know, 
but  perhaps  I  ought  to  have  known,  that  such  a  clause  was 
intended.  And  yet  in  a  parliament,  diat  during  the  whole 
session  refused  admission  to  strai^rs,  wherein  near  two 
hundred  acts  were  passed,  it  is  not  so  easy  tynatter  to  come 
at  the  knowle^  of  eviery  clause  in  every  act,  and  to  jpve 
opposition  to  what  may  affect  one's  constituents,  especially 
when  it  is  not  uncommon  to  smuggle  clauses  into  a  bill  whose 
title  shall  give  no  suspicion,  when  $p  opposition  to  anch 
clauses  is  apprehended.  I  si^  this  is  no  easy  matter.  But 
had  I  known  of  thb  clause,  it  is  not  likely  t  coidd  have 
prevented  its  {msring  in  the  present  disposition  of  govern- 
ment  towards  America,  nor  do  I  see  that  my  giving  earlier 
notice  of  its  having  passed  could  have  been  of  fDach  jervice. 
▼OL.  I.  z 
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Ai  to  the  other^  conceimiDg  the  governor  and/  ju4ie%  t, 
should  hardly  have  thought  of  sendiog  the  house  .wmqwHIK 
of  it,  if  the  miuister  had  mentioned  it  to  me^  as  I  undentood 
from  their  first  letter  to  me,  that  they  had  already  'the  belt 
intalligence  ^'  of  its  being  determined  by  admini8tBati«Mi«& 
bestow  large  salaries  on  the  attorney-general,  judges,  aadf^ 
vemor  of  the  province/'  I  could  not,  therefore,  possibly  IKyhre 
ihe  Jirst  $iotice  of  this  impending  evil.*'  I  answered,  bo^ever^ 
''  that  there  was  no  doubt  of  the  intention  of  makii||}(go« 
vernors,  and  some  other  officers,  independent  of  the  people 
for  their  support,  and  that  this  purpose  will  be  pwhtHAi^ 
if  the  American  revenue  is  found  sufficient  to  dsbtigifli^ 
salaries.  Tl^is  censure,  though  grievous,  does  not  so^iBiiicb 
surprise  me,  as  I  apprehended  all. along  from  the^  t^^imwi^g 
that  between  the  friends  of  an  old  agent,  my  prede^efMiil 
who  thought  himself  hardly  used  in  his  dismissicp^  ifuml 
those  of  a  yoimg  one  impatient  for  the  succession,,  jbjk  flt^^ 
«tioQ  was  not  likely  to  be  a  very  comfortable  one^  ip  ^jgig 
faults  could  scarce  pass  unobserved.  !  u  .  ti 

I  thmk  of  leaving  England  in  September.  As  soon  m 
possible  after  my  arrival  in  America,  I  purpose  (God  wfllipi^ 
to  visit  Boston,  when  1  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  pfiyi^f 
my  respects  to  you.  I  shall  then  give  every  information  ^ 
my  power,  an^^ffer  every  advice  relating  to  our  affairs,  j^ngC 
so  convenient  to  be  written),  that  my  situation  here  tc^tfi' 
many  years  may  enable  me  to  suggest  for  the  benefit  <tfiOi||c 
country.  Some  time  before  my  departure,  I  shall  putfyour 
papers  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Lee,  and  assbt  him.witb  mj 
counsel  while  I  stay  where  there  may  be  any  occasion  SoriH^ 
He  is  a. gentleman  of  parts  and  ability,  and  though  be  owMt 
exceed  me  in  sincere  zeal  for  the  interest  and  pnapvitj»^ 
the  province,  his  joutb  will  easily  enable  him  ta  iedw  iiwiii 
moreactiv^y.    ^     .  ....   .t.^:.  j.,.,    ,^.., 
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lam,  810  veiy  r^pectfuUy,  your  obliged  and  most  obe^ 
^ent  humble  servant,  B.^  Franklin.  '-^ 

.   .  To  THE  HpN.  Thomas  Gushing,  Esq. 
Pariiameni  prorogued^The  kin^t  answer  to  the  Amtrietm 
pttitipng-^Proposed  means  of  obtaining  redrts^^Gemntl 
sentiments  of  the  people  in  England  respecting  Jlnmrica* 
^^Coftain  Calef-^Sir  Francis  Bernards  projects 

SiR>  ' :  London,  July  7,  1779. 

The  parliament  is  at  length  prorogued  without 
oieddlittg  with  the  state  of  America.  Their  time  was^much 
employed  m  the  East  India  business;  and  perhaps  it  'was- 
not'tfiought  prudent  to  lay  before  theni  the  advices  from 
New  England,  though  some  threatening  intimations  had 
been  given  of  such  an  intention.  The  king's  firm  answer 
{eiB  it  is  called)  to  our  petitions  and  remonstrances,  has  pro^^ 
bably  been  judged  sufficient  for  the  present;  I  forward^ 
that  answer  to  you  by  the  last  packet,  and  sent  a  'copy  of  it 
by  a  Boston  ship  the  beginning  of  last  month;  Therein  we 
are  toU  <'  that  his  majesty-  has  well  weighed  the  siAject 
mattery  and  the  expressions  contained  in  diose  petitiony^ 
mAy  that  as  he  will  ever  attend  to  the  humble  petitions  of 
hk  subjects,  and  be  forward  to  redress  every  real  gridvauce; 
so  he  iii  determined  to  support  the  cdnstittdioni  «nd  redst 
with:  firmness  every  attempt -to  derogate  firom  die'ftutbotity 
of'  the  supreme  legislature.^ 

By  this  it  seems  that  some  exception  is  taken  to  tfie 
expressions  of  the  petitions  ^s  not  sufficiently  humble,  that 
the  grievances  complained  of  are  not.diought  real  griev- 
ances, that  parliament  is  deemed  the  supreme  legidature, 
and  its  audiori^^ver  the  colonieasopposed  to  be  the  eonsti^ 
tuiion.  indeed  te  last  idea  is  expressed  more  ftdly  in  the 
next  paragraph,  where  the  words  of  the  act  are  used  dechr* 
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isg  the  rig^t  of  the  crown,  with  the  fiAnce  of  ptrlnuQ^I^ ' 
to.  make  law»  of  sufficient  force  and  validiiy  tOibin^jjijii 
subjects  in  America  in  all  cases  whatsoever.  .    *_ 

When  one  considers  the  king's  situation/ surroundedLJhj^ 
ministersi  counsellors,  and  judges  learned  in  the  hw,  ^fl|^ 
are  all  of  diis  opinion,  and  reflect  how  necessaiy  it^ia.l^f 
bim  to  be  well  with  his  pal'liament,  fiom  whose  yeari;  tf^P 
his  fleets  and  armies  are  to  be  supported,  and  the  dftkHnOffS 
of  his  civil  list  supplied,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  lhiti|^ 
should  be  firm  in  an  opinion  established,  as  far  as  an  aet.of 
parliament  could  establish  it,  by  exen  the  friends  of  :^)aMriBil 
at  ihe  Ume  they  repealed  the  stamp  act ;  and  which  ii^ao  jp* 
nerally  thought  right  by  his  lords  and  commoni^  tl^t  0f  lit 
of  his,  countenancing  the  c<Hitrary,  would  hasa^l  his  n(^ 
broiling  himself  with  those  powerful  bodies*  Andlwiioe  3t 
seems  hardly  to  be  expected  from  bun  that  he  should  taM 
any  step  of  that  kind.  The  grievous  instructions  :ii|4ml 
mig^t  be  withdrawn  without  tfieir  observing  it,  if  hm  ank 
jesty  thought  fit  so  to  do ;  but  under  the  present  prglidii^a 
of  all  about  hitn,  it  seems  that  this  b  not  yet  like^  to  bo 
advised. 

The  question  then  arises,  how  are  we  to  obtun  radreas^ 
If  we  look  back  into  the  pariiamentary  history  of  lUfe 
country  we  tiftdl  find,  that  in  simihu*  situations  of  the  iuik ' 
jects  here,  redress  could  seldom  be  obtained  but  by  ifM^ 
holding  aids  when  the  sovereign  was  in  distresi^  tH  flio 
grievances  were  removed.  Hence  the  rooted  cnsto^  of  Ao 
commons  to  keep  mi»ney-bills  in  their  own  dispoaitioB^'iiot 
atiffering  even  the  lords  to  medcDe  in  grants,  either  !»  to 
quantity,  manner  of  raising,  or  even  m  the  smallest  direafli- 
fltuwQ.  Tins  country  pretends  to  be  colMPttvely  our  js^ 
«e«n.  It  is  uom  deqply  in  debt.  Its  fnndb  are  fiv  s^ 
l«!COfering  theh  par  since  die  lastvtar.;  another  igQ^j^ 
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tress  it  still  more.  Its  people  diminish  as  well  as  its  credit* 
Men  will  be  wanted  as  well  as  money.  The  colonies  are 
rapidly  increasing  in  wealth  and  numbers.  In  the  last  war 
they  maintained  an  army  of  25,000.  A  country  able  to  do 
that  is  no  contemptible  ally.  In  another  war  they  may  per- 
haps do  twice  as  much  with  equal  ease.  Whenever  a  war 
happens  our  aid  will  be  wished  for,  our  friendship  desired 
and  cultivated,  our  good-will  courted :  then  is  the  time  to 
sky,  redress  our  grievances.  You  take  money  from  us  by 
force^  and  now  you  ask  it  of  voluntary  grant.  You  cannot 
have  it  both  v?ays.  If  you  choose  to  have  it  without  our  con- 
sent, you  must  go  on  taking  it  that  way,  and  be  content  with 
what  little  you  can  so  obtain,  if  you  would  have  our  free 
gifts,  desist  from  your  compulsive  methods^  and  acknowledge 
0ur  rights,  and  secure  our  future  enjoyment  of  them.  Our 
claims  will  then  be  attended  to,  and  our  complaints  regarded. 
By  what  I  perceived  not  long  since,  when  a  war  was  appre- 
hended with  Spain,  the  different  countenance  put  on  by 
some  great  men  here  towards  those  who  were  thought  to 
have  a  little  influence  in  America,  and  the  language  that 
began  to  be  held  with  regard  to  the  then  minister  for  the 
colonies,  1  am  confident  that  if  that  war  had  taken  place  be 
would  have  been  immediatdy  dismissed,  all  his  measures 
reversed,  and  every  step  taken  to  recover  our  affection  and 
procure  our  assbtance.  Thence  I  thinic  it  frur  to  conclude, 
that  similar  effects  will  probably  be  produced  by  ^milar 
circifmstance's. 

But  as  the  strength  of  an  empire  depends  not  only  on  the 
tmion  of  its  parts,  but  on  their  readiness  for  united  exertion 
of  their  common  force;  and,  as. the  discussion  of  rights 
may  seem  unseasonabib  in  the  commencement  of  actual  war, 
aAd^tiie  delay  it  might  occasion  be  prejudidal  to  the  eom- 
mod  ireHire ;  u  likewne  the  refusal  of  one  or  a  few  col6- 
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iiies  would  not  be  so  much  regarded  if  the  others 
liberally,  which  perhaps  by  various  arufices  and' 
they  might  be  prevailed  on  to  do ;  and  as  this  want  of  'c'dilt 
cert  would  defeat  the  expectation  of  general  redresi  iMt 
otherwise  might  be  justly  formed,  perhaps  it  wouM  be'bUI 
and  fairest  for  the  colonies  in  a  general  congress  iio#^ 
peace  to  be  assembled,  (or  by  means  of  the  corresporidfiMS 
lately  proposed)  after  a  full  and  solemn  assertion  and  dfecHfk 
ration  of  their  rights,  to  engage  firmly  with  each  other;,  flflft 
they  will  nevei:  grant  aids  to  the  crown  in  any  general  AMif 
till  those  rights  are  recognised  by  the  king. and  bbth  hbnstt 
of  parliament;  communicating  at  the  same  time  to'  UH 
crown  this  their  resolution.  Such  a  step,  I  imagine,  iirffl 
bring  the  dispute  to  a  crisis :  and  whether  our  demands  Att 
immediately  complied  with,  or  compulsory  measures  < 
of  to  make  us  rescind  them,  our  ends  will  finally  be 
talned;  for  even  the  odium  accompanying  such  cbmptibefiy 
attempts  will  contribute  to  unite  and  strengthen  us,  'aiid4ii 
the  mean  time  all  the  world  will  allow  that  our  proceedi^^ 
has  been  honorable.  •    . .  c 

No  one  doubts  the  advantage  of  a  strict  union  betweeti 
the  mother-country  and  the  colonies,  if  it  may  be  obtained 
and  preserved  on  equitable  terms.  In  every  fair  conne^on 
each  party  should  find  its  own  interest.  Britain  v^ill  fiid 
hers  in  our  joining  with  her  in  every  war  she  makes,  ta-flS 
greater  annoyance  and  terror  of  her  enemies;  in  oaf  en»- 
ployment  of  her  manufacturers,  and  enriching  her  merchants 
by  our  commerce ;  and  her  government  will  feel  some  adffi^ 
tional  strengthening  of  its  hands,  by  the  disposition  of  iM^ 
profitable  posts  and  places.  On  our  side  we  have  to  extHM 
the  protection  she  can  afford  us,  and  the  advantage-'t^'H 
common  umpire  in  our  disputes,  thereby  preventing- WiHP  #i 
might  otheHidse  liave  with  each  otfier  ;-8o  tluitW'iSiiHlritt^ 
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out  ioterruptioii .  go  on  with  our  improvenients^  and  incrmf 
our  numbers.  We  ask  uo  more  of  her^  and  she  should  not 
think  of  forcing  more  from  us.  By  the  exercise  of  prudent 
moderation  on. her  part,  mixed  with  a  little  kindness;  and  by 
a  decent  behavior  on  ourS|  excusing  inhere  we  can  excuse 
from  a  consideration  of  circumstances,  and  bearing  a  little 
with  the  infirmities  of  her  government  as  we  would  with  those 
of  an  aged  parent,  though  firmly  asserting  our  privileges, 
and  declaring  that  we  mean  at  a  proper  time  to  vindicate 
them,  this  advantageous  union  may  still  be  long  continued. 
We  wish  it,  and  we  may  endeavor  it,  but  God  will  order  it 
ai  to  his  wisdom  shall  seem  most  suitable.  The  friends  of 
liberty  here  wish  we  may  long  preserve  it  on  our  side  the 
water,  that  they  may  find  it  diere  if  adverse  events  should 
destroy  it  here.  They  are  therefore  anxious  and  afraid  lest 
we  should  hazard  it  by  premature  attempts  in  its  &vor. 
They  think  we  may  risk  much  by  violent  measures,  and 
that  the  risk  b  unnecessary,  since  a  little  time  must  infallibly 
bring  us  all  we  demand  or  desire,  and  bring  it  us  in  peace 
and  safety.  I  do  not  presume  to  advise.  There  are  manj 
wiser  men  among  you,  and  1  hope  you  will  be  directed,  bj  a 
still  3uperior  wisdom. 

With  regard  to  the  sentiments  of  people  in  general  here, 
concerning  America,  I  must  say  that  we  have. among  them 
many  friends  and  well-wishers.  The  dissenters  are  all  for 
tti,  and  many  of  the  merchants  and  manufacturers.  There 
seems  to .  be  even  among  die  country  gentlemen  a  general 
sense  of  our  growing  importance,  a  disapprobation  of  the 
harsh  measures  vrith  which  we  have  been  treated,  and  a 
wish  that  some  means  may  be  found  of  perfect  reconci- 
liation. A  few  members  of  parliament  in  both  houses,  and 
perhaps  some  in  high  office;^  have  in  a  degree  the  same  ideas, 
bat  «q||i.of  these  seem  wUliog  as.^f^.tp  be  i(ct)^  in^  our 
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fevor,  lest  adiEeraarief  should  take  advmitage  itod  t\m§a^ 
upon  them  as  a  betraying  the  interests  of  this  natie»>>*Bi 
this  state  of  things  no  endeavor  of  BUne,  or  oor  other^f 
ber^  '^  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  fU  so  opprefleifk-M 
colonistfl^  or  the  orders  of  the  crown  ao.  destructive  «f  .fli 
charter  ri^its  of  our  provkice  in  particular/'  caa  1 
sudden  success.  By  degrees,  and  a  ^iciolia  iin| 
of  events,  we  naj  work  n  change  in  minds  and 
but  otherwise  such  great  alterations  are  harffly  to  hft^\ 
for.  r^-'^iyt- 

I  ani  thankful  to  the  faonse  for  their  kind  ^ttaUtmhM 
sepeating  their  grant  to  me  of  six  hundred  pounda«  Wkiiiii 
the  instruction  restraining  the  go^eiaor's  assent  is  wUiirkilll 
or  notj  or  is  likely  to  be,  I  cannot  tell,  having  neverriAiifi% 
or  even  once  mentioned  it  to  Lord  Dartmouth/ beiQC^' Mb 
sdved  to  owe  no  obligation  to  the  favor  of  any 
If,  from  a  aense  of  light,  that  rastruction  should  be  \ 
and  the  geneial  principle  on  vrhich  it  waa  founded  iS' 
upi  all  will  be  veiy  well :  but  you  can  never  think  it  ^ 
while  to  employ  an  agent  here,  if  his  being  paid  o»  i 
depend  on  the  breath  of  a  nuaister ;  and  I  shottU'idmdtiir-ii 
situation  too  suspicious,  and  therefore  loo  diahooovdil^  §aii 
OM  to  remain  in  a  single  bour*  livii^  frugally,  I  am  uiMt 
no  immediate  necessity;  and,  if  I  serve  my 
foithfnlly,  though  it  should  be  nasucceasfiilly,  I  am 
they  will  always  have  it  m  their  iirJinatiflB,  and  some  t 
other  in  their  power,  to  make  their  grants  cfieetual.  -   * 

A  gentleman  of  your  province,  Captjaitt  Cnk^  i*  Mna 
hidier  as  an  agent  for  some  of  dm  eastern  towndnpi^  -M 
obtam  a  coafirmatioa  of  their  lands*  Sir  Franctt  B^rMid 
seems  inclined  to  make  use  of  this  peison's  applicatioB  fw 
proiBoting  a  separation  of  diat  country  from  your  psoviBMy 
and  making  it  a  distinct  goverament ;  to  vriych  pufeee  h$ 
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prepwred  a  draft  of  t  memorial  for  Calef  to  preieiiV  wttiiig 
forth  not  only  the  hardship  of  being  without  securitjr  in  die 
inrpperty  of  Hieir  improvements,  but  also  of  the  distress  of 
the  t^opU  A(9i«  for  went  of  govemmeat;  that  A^  ivew  at 
tw  ff^  %.  di»4moe  from  the  sent  of  goivemment  in  the 
MflWft^ua^ts  tfii  be  capable  of  reo^vii^  di^  beeete  of 
govfnmeut  tbmo?^  end  expre^sii^  tfaw  wiUingneit-  li^be 
aiqpitfaled  end  fyrmnA  «to  %  «ew,  province^  &c  Wilk  llii» 
4fMift^  Sir  jFrancM^  wd  ]M>.  Calef  caiM  to  me  to  ham  mg 
opinion.  I  read  it»  and  observed  to  them,  that  thought  I 
wabed  tbo  peoi^  qni^ted  jok  tMr  poivewoiii^  Md  would  df 
fuijf  thing  X  Q9¥ki  to  aswt  in  ol^taining  the  nsfkuwm^:^ 
their  proper^s  }«!t  «t  I  knfw  th^  province  of  Mai^nchiiseMi 
\^  a  fight  to  tW  coijuiti;,  of  wbifch  dbqr  were  jusdy  twttf 
cioiu^  I  must  oppose  thiit  part  of  tbe  memorial  if  it  ihouU 
be  present^  Sir  Francia  ftfowfid  tb#  rights  but  profKieed 
tliat  a  grei^  tract  of  land  betw«w  M^niqiack  andf  Cooneo- 
^^^  lively,  w)i|ch  bsMl  bew  aUptted  to  {^ew  Haofiibiie^ 
migbt  be  restored  tp  fonr  piovio^  hj  ord^*  of  (he  eravn^  is 
a  compensal^oi^i  This  bo  said  w^uld-  .be  of  more^  ^nduo  t» 
ua  than  that  e^ftem  oounliy,  mbeimg  hmw  bom(^ 9^.  I 
^  I  vronld  qieption  it  in  W  lettfr^  but  must  m  theneu 
time  oppose  any  stqp  taken  in  the  affair  b^ra  the  sf1l|l^imn»^l 
of  the  genera)  court  should  bs^  kn<^lrn^  u  to  sik;}i  W  eb- 
cfaenge,  if  it  were  o&red.  Mr.  CUl^  himself  dU  9Pl  4Mitt 
fend  of  the  dri^  and  I  bave  not  Bern  himi  or  heerd  m^  tlmg 
fiMTther  of  it  sw^  but  I  shall  wjiteli  it. 

B^  ideased  to  present  my  dutiful  respecU.to  the  hoMse^ 
tuid.  b€fieve  me  ufitb  eineere  wd  gimt  erteevijL  iiiv  yovf  wwt 
obedient  and  most  humble  servant^      . 
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To  THE  Rev.  De.  Matheh,  Boston.     '  ^-^^^ 

■'■■  ■  Is 
Bemarh  on  the  proceedings  against  Jmericd.       , . 

Setebend  Sib,  London,  July  7y;17%Sycyj^ 

The  remarks  you  have  added^  oo  the  hte  ja)|^ 
ceedings  against  America,  are  very  just  aodjudicioiM ;-  tpi^^ 
cannot  see  any  impropriety  in  your  making  them,  thtrti^J 
minister  of  the  gospel.  This  kingdom  is  a  good  dai|t|^ 
debted  for  its  liberties  to  the  public  spirit  of  its 
clergy,  who  joined  widi  the  barons  in  obtaining 
Charta,  and  joined  heartily  in  formmg  the  corset  0^*4 
munieation  against  the  infringers  of  it.  There  is  no  dooM 
but  the  claim  of  parliament,  of  audiority  to  make  Inns 
binding  on  the  colonies  in  ail  cases  whatsoever,  includes  sm 
authority  to  -change  our  religious,  constitution,  and  estaUisli 
Popery  or  Mahometanism,  if  they  please,  in  its  stead  ;'1hi^ 
as  you  intimate,  power  does  not  ii^fer  right;  and  as  the  i^^ 
is  nothing,  and  die  power  (by  our  increase)  continually  dii|i)^ 
lushing,  the  one  will  soon  be  as  insignificant  as  the  o^Aa;^ 
You  seem  only  to  have  made  a  small  mbtake  in  sufq^KMong, 
they  modestly  avoided  to  declare  .they  had  a  right,  the  wNurdi 
of  die  act  being  ''that  they  have,  and  of  r^A^  ought  |^ 
have,  full  power,"  &c.  :^^ 

Your  suspicion  that  sundry  others  bendes  Governor  Bettf^ 
nard  ''had  written  hither  their  opinions  and  counsels,  enOMK 
raging  the  late  measures  to  the  prejudice^of  our  couatiy^. 
which  have  been  too  much  heeded  and  followed,"  is,  I  apprf^^ 
hend,  but  too  well  founded.  You  call,  them  "traitorfos 
individuals,"  whence  I  collect,  that  you  suppose  them  qC 
our  own  country.  There  v?as  among  the  twelve  aposffw. 
one  traitor  who  betrayed  with  a  kiss.  It  shouUi  be  dq^ 
wonder,  therefore,  if  among  so  many  thousand  tifie  iN^riotyi 
as  New  fiaglandixntains,  there  should  be  foupd  evm  tweligp 
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Judases^  ready  to  betray  their  country  for  a  few  paltry  pieces 
of  silver.  Their  ends,  as  well  as  their  views,  ought  to  be 
similah  But  all  the  oppressions  evidently  work  for  oor 
good.  Providence  seems  by  every  means  intent  on  mriEiDf^ 
us  a  great  people.  May  our  virtues,  public  and  privatej 
grow  v^h  us,  afad  be  durable,  that  liberty,  civil  and  reli^ots^ 
may  be  secured  to  our  posterity,  and  to  all,  from  every  ^^irt 

of  the  world,  that  take  refiige  among  ub!  ( 

With  great  esteem,  and  my  best  wishes  for  a  long  conti^ 
nuance  of  your  usefulness,  I  am,  reverend  sir,  your  irfosi 
obedient  humble  servant,  '  ' 

B.  FHANKLTNW'V 

To  Db.  CooPEBr  Boston ..  } 

Governor  Hutchinson-^HiM  letter$,  Sfc. 

Dear  Sm,  'London,  Jufy  7,  1779i    * 

I  received  your  very  valuable  favors  of  March  15,* 

and  April  23.    It  rejoiced  me  to  find  your  healdi  iK>'  hf 

restored  that  yotrr  friends  can  again  be  benefited  hy  y<mf 

correspondence. '    '  ■    ■  •   ^    ! 

The  governor  was  certainly  out  in  his  politics,  if  l^  ftbpctf 
to  recommend  himself  there  by  entering  upon  that  dispute' 
with  the  assembly.  His  imprudence  in  bringing  it  at* all 
upon  the  tapis,  and  his  bad  mato^ment  of  it,  are  ahriost 
equally  censured.  The  council  and  assembly  on  thi6  oAl^' 
hand  have,  by  the  coolness,  clearness,  and  foree  of 'tbiir 
answers,  gained  great  reputation.  '  ■' 

The  unanimity  of  our  towns  in  their  senuments  of  liberty,- 
gives  me  great  pleasure,  as  it  shows  the  generally  enlightened 
state  of  our  people's  minds,  and  the  falsehood  of  the  opinion 
much  cultivated  here  by  the  partisibis  of  arlritnlry  pbiVer  fti 
America,  that  only  a  small  faction  among  us  were  discon- 
tented with  the  latd  oieiuures.    If  that  vnanimity  can  be 
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dUtcovered  in  all  the  colrmies/  it  will  give  much  p9Mr 
iMgbt  10  our  futare  remonitimnces.  I  heartily  ^msb  %viflf 
jWi  Ihct  lome  liae  could  be  drawn,  aome  b3I  of  rif^HiUi^ 
Hiilwid  fi^r  Americai  that  might  secure  peace 
two  countries,  ao  necessary  for  the  prosperi^  of  bddi; ' 
I  think  litde  attention  is  like  to  be  afforded  by  onr  mdMili 
lo  that  salutary  woA  till  the  breach  becomea  gnat*  4M  • 
more  alarnm^,  and  then  the  difficulty  of  repainng  H  iritfte 
gieatar  in  a  tenfold  proportion.  'vr.jJU 

You  mention  the  aurpiiae  of  gendemen  to  wheat  i|Hilii 
letters '  hafe  been  communicated,  at  the  restrictioai  MAl 
which  they  were  accompanied,  and  which  they  1ni|ipbliA' 
render  them  incapable  of  answering  any  important  end. 
One  great  reason  of  forbidding  their  publication,  was  an 
apprdiension  that  it  might  put  all  the  possessors  of  aodh 
correspondence  here  upon'  their  guard,  and  so  prevent  tte 
obtaining  more  of  it.  And  it  was  imagined  that  showiiq; 
die  originals  to  so  many  as  were  named,  and  to  a  km  aiick 
otibers  ay  diey  might  think  fit,  wonld  be  sufficient  to  est%» 
bliah  the  authenticity,  and  to  spread  through  the  pixmnee  at 
jost  an  eitsnation  of  the  writers,  as  to  strip  them  of  sU  their 
deluded  friends,  and  demolish  effectually  their  interest  aol 
wfaenoa.  The  letters  might  be  shown  even  to  some  of  Ae 
goveroor'ii  and  lieuteaant^ggvemor^a  partisans,  and  spoken  d( 
to  every  \p6dg ;  for  there  was  no  restraint  pnqiosed  to  lidK^ 
iiig:of  them,  but  only  to  copying.  However,  the-tiBtoi 
given  with  them  could  only  be  those  witii  wUch  ttegr  viens 


13mi  great  defect  here  is  in  all  aorta  of  people  »  want  iff 
<ttirt|oa  to  what  pasaea  in  such  remote  countrite  a#  j/Bat^ 
aa^.«n  unwiHingneaa  tp  read  any  thing  about  IIHHi"4fit 
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appears  t  liUle  proUx;  and  a  diipositian  to  pMipaBe  ths 
€onsideEatian.e?eii  6f  tba  UiiogB  they  know  Ibey.maitt  ^^.Uui 
Cjoniider,  that  bo  di^  may  halre  tkne  for  what  noio  iikUMh 
diatdy  qpneema  tfaea^  and  mtfad.  Myoy  tfaw  aaMiMflaMlll 
and  be  imdistttcbad  in  die  umTecaal  dianpatioB.;  .la  ioihet 
nqwctiy  thousli  some  of  the  great  regard  ue  *ilb  a  jealoiM 
ey^  atid  eoiae.aio  angry  with  u^  the  majority  of  the 
fathes.wiah  as  well,  and  have  no  desire  to  iafringa 
liberties.  AaA  many  console  Ibemselfee  ander  the  qipso* 
bensiOQ  of  decUniag  liberty  here,  that  they  or.  tbttr/poitarity 
shall  be  abb  to  find  her  safe  and  figoroua  in  America*'.  With 
ainoereauvlfsreatesteeni^l  aili>8tc«.      .    B.  FiftAKKUNit 

.        .  To  GOVXBNOE  FmANKLIN* 

Lord  North, — met  him  at  ififrd  Le  De^encet^srr^Jl^frd 
Dartmouih^^ Anecdote, of  Jjord  HUUbofQUgh^, 

DsAB  Soii^  Lfrndm^  Jmfy  M^  1773. 

lamf^ad  to  find  by  youri  of  May  4^  that-'foa 
liaTe  bom  able  to  assist  Josish  Datmport  a  littlfe;  Jnit  y^ani 
diat  he  and  you  should  tbbk  of  putdng  sne  upoai«  solieita- 
iioii  whichit  is  impossible  for  me  to  engi^itt* ::  I  amaol 
iiix>a  tenns  with  Lord  North  to  ask  any  such  frrorinm 
hiin.  JMsplaesed  with  aabsetbiag  he  said  relating  )to;iAsBO- 
nca^  lliavonaver  been  at  his  hmm,  ainco  tfaa  firsLr  Pen- 
haps  he  has  takesi  that  andsap  HW  hit  week  we. met  oaco- 
sionally  at  Lord  Le  Peipeneer^ain  oar  reCuni  iNNtt  OilMI, 
where  I  had  bieen  to  attend  Ae  solemnity  <tf  his  inilaHlttai, 
and  he  seeided  stiidioitsljr  toavoid  speddng  to  ma*-  f  oi^t 
to  be  adiaaned  to  say  dMt  ob  each  eeeamotts  I  fed  flryOitf  to 
be  as  proud  aaany  liody*-  Hit  lady  indeed  was  mofa  gio* 
<^ytf  .She  .£«me,  and  laljdawB  by  majontbe.aamaaefii, 
and  condescended  to  entegsinto  a^ooeawation  wMi  me  agree- 
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fliSf  encfu^,  m  if  lo  iMke  sonie  aoMnds^  •  Xbeir  ion-andL 
<h>ightgt  wer«  with  ihem.    Iliey  «taid  all  night,*  so  ^mi  ¥re 
tiViiied^i  8upp«d,  4nd  breakfaited. togttbeiv  without  exdiQugiiig: 
ttliffi  sentencttf. '^^  -B^t  )md! be  ever  00  greatt  a ^  r^iurd  for  hkq^; 
itfi^iild  bot-Mk'tbtt  office^  triifihig.as  it  is^tlcw  atojT:  relation^ o£. 
flipcw  '.  And  ddtesting as  Ido  the.wliolaajHlitm'fii&iAfbie^^ 
OwtOttis^  believing  they  .  will  one  day.  bring .  on  .si  breedi]^ . 
illieu^ilie^iodi«cietion<attd.jii6olence  gi .:those  coaceroediot 
tktiiDoUection,  I'Shoakl  never  wisk  tO'see  one  iao  near  -ia^ine 
ittitlhat^bufliDeiB/    If  .3P011  think  kim/capable  ofiiiietingiatidev 
fM^  secriataiy,  I  imag^ '  ycm  woight  eanly  •■  obuin  lUal\for: 
HmisQt^b/b^  Moigan*    He  haalately been  mtbiine, iedbirayK 
y&t^  complaisant,  and  understanding  1  was  about  retumim^ 
ti^  iUnerica,  requested  my  interest  to  obtain  for  him  the 
€lgmy  for  your  pnmnce*    His  friend  Sir- Watkin  Lewes^ 
iikff  was  formerly  candidate  for  the  imme.  gref^-pldce,  ir  noMr? 
1^  sheriff  of  London,  and  in  At  wayof  .being^lordmayoik\ 
fEh9  dew 'sheri^b.  elect,  are  (oould  you  think  it  i)  both. Atnfe* 
liflins,  :iviz;^  Mr..  Sayre>  the  New  Yovker,  and  Mr.  W.  I^ee^ 
brother  .to  Dn.Lee*    I  am  glad  you  stand  so  well  with  Jjord 
-Slii^oiMhu    I  am  likewise  well  with  him;  but  hei  never. 
ap0lie»td  me  of  augmenting  yoiuTiSdary*    He  is  troly^age^d. 
imiMi^iiand  wishes  sii^cerely  a« good;.uiider8taa(&ng  with  tibe: 
49lk»nies^  ;but  does  not  iseem  to  have, strength  equal  torJMa 
•wivbes*:   Between  you  and  me, .  the  late  measures  haw^beei^. 
Jli^^f^apect,  very  much '  the.,  king's  own,  aiyl  he  ha^  iai  9m^ 
,q|s^  til  greaj^  share  , of  what  his  friends -call:  ^/Smness.;  Xit 
lnUncimeri {mitts-taking  and  proper  nmnfigement,  tbQ  wroQg. 
iqmresfions  he  has  received  may  be  nenqipved^.  which  h  per^ 
llflBsyji;^  oply  chapce  America  has  for  obtaining  soonstb^xer 
isitt^  she  aims  et«    This  entirely  to  y9,urself.         . .  .1,  r.     j 
l4wl  RPW;..W0  s^re  among  great,  folks,  let  me  tell  jK>u^^: 
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adMkatdie  iwUnce-of  Lord  Le  J)e8p9nciery  who  is-on  dUoti^ 
oiiiciM  Teiy  good  to  me,  tnd  •  seems  <rf  late  very  desiroii9^}of 
my  fcompany.  Mr.  Todd  too  w«s  there,  who  has  some  tt* 
taobmont  to  Lotd  H.^  and  in  a  walk  we  were  taking  told  mm 
aft  a  secret  that  Lord  H.  was  much;  chagrined  at  being,  out 
of  *place,  and  could  never  forgive  me  for^.  writing  thafrpMH 
phlet  against  his  report  about  die  Ohio.  I  assured  biii|^ 
said  Mr.  T.  that  I  knew  you  did  not  write  it;  and  tbcueov^ 
sequence  is,  that  he  thinks  I  know  the  contrary,  and  wanted 
to  impcxie  upon  him  in  your  faivor ;  and  so  1 4nd  he  is  now 
displeased  with  me,  and  for  no  other  cause  in  the  world* 
His  fiiend  Bamber  Grascoin  too,  says  that  they  well  knew  it 
was.  written  by  Dr.  F.  who  was  one  of  the  most  mischievous 
men  in  England."  That  same  day  Lord  H.  called  upon 
Lord  Le  D.  whose  chamber  and  mine  were  together  in 
Qqeen's  OoUege.  I  was  in  the  inner  room  shifting,  and 
heard  his  voice,  but  did  not  see  him,  as.be  went  down  stairs 
iamiediateiy  with  Lord  Le  D.  who  mentioning  that  I  was 
above,  he  returned  directly,  and  came  to  me  in  the- plea- 
santest  manner  imaginable.  ''  Dr.  F.,"  said  he,  '^  I  did  not 
know  till  this  minute  that  you  were  here,  and  I  am  oomo 
back,  to  make  you  my  bow*  I  am  glad  to  see  you  at  Ox- 
ford, and  dut  you  look  so  well,  8cc."  In  return  for  this  ex- 
travagance I  complimented  him  on  his  son's  perforQiimce  on 
the  theatre,  though  indeed  it  was  but  indifferent;  so  that  ac* 
count  was  settled.  For  as  people  say  when  diey  are  angry, 
if  he  «trtA:e5  me,  Fll  strike  him  again,  I  think  sometimes  it 
may  be  right  to  say,  if  heaters  me,  rU  flatter  him  again* 
This  is  lex  talionis,  returning  offences  in  kind.  His  son 
however  (L^rd  Fahford)  is  a  valuable  young  man,  and  his 
daughters.  Ladies  M^  and  Charlotte,  most  amiable  young 
women.  My  quarrel  is  only  with  hiin,  who  of  all  the  men  I 
ever  met  with  is  surely  liie  most  unequal  b  his  treatment  of 
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peopk,  tbe  most  itiitbicefe^  wobd  die  moit  unMg 
minim  besides  hia  vwrioos  behavior  id  tte^  bii  ^kpHlJUj^yJH 
cncounigiiig  as  to  ask  for  mom  land:  mkl^f  enaHghMi 
i^pfOMiee,  (when  ire  at  fiflit  -asked  only  for 
acie%)  were  his  itords;  pretending  to  Wrieod  onfi 
tion^  dien  doing  everj^  fhittg  to  defeat  it^  "ind  i 
finftt  to  the  hat  by  sayitag  to  a  fnend/thHt^fae  meadt  t^ti 
it  'from  the  begimung;  md  th^t  his  {mtting  us  up 
so  nnich  was  with  that  veky  fieWi  snpposbg  k  to6 1 
be  granted.    Thns  by  the  way,  his  mortification 
doable.    He  has  served  Vkh  by  the  veiy  meaiis  he-' 
destroy  Us,  and  tript  np  fats  own  heeb  into  Ae 
Your  affectionate  fiither,  B.  Fbaw BLYif ;  -^  • 

■  *'        ■•' 

To  Mr.  WiNTBAop,  BostoN.  ,     I 

Dear  Sir,  London,  Jufy  U,  iT78v^ ' 

I  am  gkd  to  see  Aat  yoii  are-  elected  itrtb  itA 
council,  and  are  about  to  take  part  in  dur  puUie  iflAf^ 
Your  abilities,  integrity,  and  sober  attachment  to  the  liberl&k 
of  our  country,  will  be  of  great  use  in  this  tempestnolis  ttttHj^ 
in  conducting  our  little  bark  into  safe  harbor.  By  the  BmI 
ton  newspapers,  there  seems  to  be  among  uli  sofcne  violMiA 
spirits,  who  are  for  an  immediate  rupture.  Butltmsflfcik 
general  prudence  of  our  countrymen  will  see,  that  by  #it 
giDwing  itrerigth  we  advance  fast  to  a  situation  in  wfaicli  Mir 
tlaintt  must  be  allowed;  that  by  a  premature  staggte  we* 
may  be  crippled  and  kept  down  aiu>ther  age ;  Aat  as  betHr6eH 
friends  every  affront  is  not  worth  a  duel,  between  natiMk 
every  injury  is  not  worth  a  war,  so  between  the  goveined  tind 
governing  every  mistake  in  government,  every  encroachoMit 
on  right  is  not  worth  a  rebellion.  It  is  in  my  opiaioB  8idB» 
cient  for  tfie  present  diat  we  hold  them  forth  pn  aD  oocisioai, 
aot  giving  up  any  of  them,  using  at  die  saaae  time  every 
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meanB  totnake  thetn  gc$neririly  understood  and  fahied  by  thf 
ptople;  culiivftliiig'  a  barsficmy  among  the  colonies^  that  timr 
wiioniii  the  smie  sentunfenta  may  give  them  greater  wei^i 
reoKtebering  withal,  that  this  protestaot  conittry,  (our  m^ 
th«r,  tboitigb  lately  nm  uakind  on^)  ia  wordi  pleaorving^raMl 
Ihat  her  weight  in  the  acale  ef  Europe,  and  her  aafetym  • 
gnM  degree  may  depend  on  our  union  with  her.  ThuaeDa- 
4ncting, '  I  am  confident  we  may  in  a  few  years  obtaui 
every  aUowance  of,,  i^d  every  aecurity  for,  our  ioestimebte 
privileges,  that  we  ^un,  v^ilh  or  desire*  With  great  and  ahi^ 
cere  esteem,  I  am,  B.  Franklin. 

To  THE  Hon.  TAomas  Cusring,  Esq, 

Printing  of  General  Hutchinson's  letters. 

Sir,  London,  Jidii/ 25,  1773. 

I  am  favored  with  yours  of  June  14  and  16,  con- 
taining some  copies  of  the  resolves  of  the  committee  upon 
the  letters.'  I  see  by  your  account  of  the  transaction,  that 
you  could  not  well  prevent  what  was  done.  As  to  the  re- 
port of  other  copies  being  come  from  England,  I  know  that 
could  not  be.  It  was  expedient  to  disengage  the  house.  I 
hope  the  possessidn  of  the  originals,  and  the  proceedings 
upon  them,  will  be  attended  with  salutary  effects  to  the  pro- 
vince^ and  then  I  shall  be  well  pleased. 

I  observe  that  you  mention  that  no  person  besides  Dr. 
Cooper  and  one  of  the  committeie  knew  they  came  from  me. 
I  did  not  accompany  tliem  with  any  request  of  being  myself 
concealed ;  for  believing  what  I  did  to  be  in  the  way  of  my 
duty  as  agent^  though  I  had  no  doubt  of  its  giving  offence^ 

^  GovaaorliutohinsoD*!, 
VOL.  r.  2  a 


370  PR^lVATB   COftBftSPODVDEKCE  PMiftrAn. 


iM  only  to  the  parties  exposed,  but  to  administratioii 
->nis  regardless  of  the  consequences.  However,  'siiiotfi 
letters  themselves  are  now  copied  and  priilkted, 
tbeptpomise  I  made,  I  am  glad  my  name  has  pot 
iM'the  occasioti-;  and  as  I  do  not  see  it  could  be  nf  myi 
Co'tbe  public,  I  now  wish  it  may  continue  unknown; 
{  hardly  expect  it.  As  to  yours,  you  may  rely  on  mj" 
tnentioning  it,  except  that  I  may  be  obliged  to 
letter  in  my  own  vindication  to  the  person  only  w1 
otherwise  think  he  had  reason  to  blame  me  for  breadbdftidi 
gagement.  It  must  surely  be  seen  here,  that  after 
•  tection  of  their  duplicity  in  pretending  a  regard  ami 
to  the  province  while  they  were  undermining  its  pritH^#t}>k 
is  impossible  for  the  crown  to  make  any  good  use 'of' 
services,  and  that  it  can  never  be  for  its  interest  to 
servants  who  are  under  such  universal  odium.  The  cods^ 
quence  one  would  think  should  be  their  removal.  B«t  )^tt|u 
baps  it  may  be  to  titles,  or  to  pensions — if  your  reveiitieAcan 
pay  diem.  '   '  •'. 

I  am,  with  great  esteem,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humhlb 
servant,  B.  Fbankliii.    ' 

To  Db.  Cooper,  Bositf>N.  'Mu't. 

.'  if^ 
Hutchinson's  letters.  .   f 

Dear  Sir,  London^  July  85,  IT^rsJ  ! 

I  wrote  to  you  on  the  7th  instant  pretty  fully,  and 
am  since  favored  with  yours  of  June  14. 

I  am  much  pleased  with  the  proposal  of  the  Virginia  it* 
sembly  and  the  respectful  manner  in  which  it  has  been  re- 
ceived by  oiurs.  I  think  it  likely  to  produce  very  aalillaiy 
effects. 

I  am  glad  to  know  your  opinion  that  those  Jtttcfli  cime 


teasMaU;r^:aiid.aBir<be»i<df  public  ulilil]p«t  J^moth^swI 
-lliiBiiki«fkh.iio> MsliicticMi^reialingito  myself; ^niy*diif^tg$4)ie 
(pr^tiQ&  as  (theiTvu^nif  I  thought  <  nequtned .  Ae :,  coffniuiipMSi- 
(tiottof 4iiti»,  as./ar  aa^LiccMAidxiI  was  seabibfe I aboiU4rini||iB 
^aaemifis  i|faere,^4iAd  ip^iMpA  ;iiiight  ^offmd  gwianioQ«nl^bc«|^; 
Iwi*filKiaet/«|>pr)ahaii$ioiia  Iwdiaregarded^  .^  ilid.iMlli«ijpQ(Ety 
#wk^iii|t  seoding  them.CNMild  be  kept  a  «ecoet  :;.bul  ain^j^  ja 
4llGfa  jbidiartOy  I  .aow  wUh  it  may  oootiaiM  .8a>  bacaua^c^M^ 
ftublication  of  Uie  letUtoaconlnury  ..K> 'mj<eiigageqke«l>;b^ 
^atigad.the  cfrcwnataoeesi.  Ififtbay  Mrte:  to.dim^iidi.Mip 
mAvrnme-  and.,  deodolish  tbe  power  of  iha^parties  wbo9<MHM^ 
ivaapoiidesce  bast  been>  jhnL:  probably,  wpiild  bavejcoaUpu^ 
•tQ^be^i^rSBiachievous  ito  ibe  intenesl  smd  rigbta  of  (bci/pi^ 
^ince^i.sball  on  that  acoduntjie  more  easy,  under:  any  infioq^- 
^6Pmc^  I  may, suffer  eittieiebfffe  or.  tberq^-and  shaRhaar 
as^wellas  1  can  the  imputation.  9.fn9t:ba)v'ingtal0en  sufiS^^t 
ifme  40  iDBurje  the  performance  pf^y  pipmi^  ..    /  :    ,.;  ,i ,» 
j[*i:l  ihink  government  can  bardly  expei^t.tojclrajkv  any  futMAP 
service  from  such  instruments^  and  one  woijild  suppofif  ttSfflT 
fUMAt  ^ow  b^  4isi|iJLss§d,  ;  Vy%;«h#Uji^^:    .jij,        ,     ffu   I      , 

I  hope  to  be  favored  with  a  continuance  pf  your^^^j^fme^ 
pondence  and  intelligence,  while  I  stay  here,  it  is  highly  use- 
fid  to  me,  and  wij|  bevas  k  always  has.beefti  pleasing  every- 
where*: ..  •  . 

I  am  ever,  dear  sir,  your  obliged  and  most  obedient  hum- 
ble s^ryau^       •      ,     .    .  B.  FBAKs;&«Qf . 

To  THE  Hon.  Thomas  CusHiNG.  E9Q^   . 

Addrtu  of  Massachusetts  for  the  rermnal  of  their  gonoePnor 
and  lieut*  governor*  •  .iW 

Si*,  Lofidony'Angi^Afi'n^. 

I  received  duly  your  several  favors  of  June  ^46| 
and  9CV  with  the  f«p6i«»«m;loirttf;  ^M^  Loitb  PattiDteth 
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being  at  faie  coontry-seiU  in  StaflRwdahire,  1  tranauiitted^ 
bim  the  addresi  for  the  removal  of  the  goTeraorand^ 
tenant  governor ;  and  Mr.  BoUaa  and  I  jointly 
tbe  Icffter*  to  faiii  lordship  from  both  housed.  1 1 
Mn  BoHan  one  sbt  of  the  authenticated  dopies  of  the  ] 
IbmI  we  shall  c9-operale  in  tbe  business  we  are  dbarg)f4lp^^' 
.  I  am  told  that  the  govmior  has  requested  leaae  to  cfiite 
home ;  that  some  great  persons  about  the  court  do  na/tJlUffffi 
the  letteri,  now  th^  have  seen  them^  a  sufficient  fotmjj^iop 
tfor  the  resolves ;  diat  therefore  it  is  not  likely  he  w]lL|)||^ip|^ 
mgfved,  but  suffered  to  resign^  and  that  some  pfv>viaiai|^|||i^ 
4>eniade  for  bim  here.  .  But  nothing  I  apprehend  is  Iilielgrjip 
be  dona  soon,  as  most  of  the  great  officers  of  state  wbo.,<T^y|j| 
pos^  the  privy  council,  are  in  the  country^  and  Ukdj.  J|f 
continue  till  the  present  parliament  meets,  and  perhipi.ll|f 
above  may  be  chiefly  ccyijecture.  •     :<   r 

I  have  informed  Mr.  Lee,  that  in  case  there  dm^ld^l^ 
an  hearingi  I  was  directed  to  engage  him  as  council  for,  4||9 
province;  that  though  I  had  received  no  money  I  would 'ad«* 
vafice  what  might  be  necessary ;  those  hearings  by  cooaopl 
being  expensive.  -  .., 

I  purpose  writing  to  you  again  by  the  packet,  and  am  .wyfji 
the  greatest  reapect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  aervg^ 

B.  FRANKIt»k>J 

P.  S.  No  determination  is  yet  public  on  the  case  of  MK 
Lewis  against  Governor  Wentwortb,  which  has  been  a  veiy 
costly  hearing  to  both  sides« 
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To  Governor  Franklin.  ...  nfiv. 

Me^dutiqm  of  the. New  iEngland  townthipi^Project  to  form 
on  uniouwiih  Ineland — Huichimon*s  letter^:        y^ 

'DkAR'SoN,  London^  Sept.  1, 177»*  * 

I  have  now  before  me  jojm  of  Jul^  5  and  6.  Tbe 
August  packet  is  not  yet  arrived. 

Dr.  Cooper  of  New  York^i  opinion  of  the  author  of  tbe 
sermon^  however  honorable  to  mt,  is  iqurious  to  the  gpoi 
bishop ;  a[bd  therefore  I  must  say  in  justice  and  truth,  fbat 
I'  knew  iK>thing  of  bit^  inlebtion  to  preach  on  the  subject^  Mii 
sa^  not  a  word  of  the  aermon  till  it  was  printed.  Possibly 
lome' preceding  conversation  between  us  may  have  turned  bit 
Aoughts  that  way ;  but  if  so,  that.ia  all. 

I  think  tbe  resolutions  of  the  New  En^awi  towndii|]l^ 
tiiiisfbave  the  effect  they  .seem  intended  for ;  mt.  to  show  that 
lUe  discontents  were  really  geikeral,  and  their  sentiments  tot^ 
c«fmiiig  tbeir  rights  nnanimdus,  and  not  tbe  fiction  of  a  few 
demagogues,  as  their  governors  used  to  represent  them  VktMx 
and  therefore  not  useleas,  though  tbey  should  liot  as  yetili- 
titice  government  (o  aeknowled^  their  claims.  That  pieople^ 
may  probably  think  it  sufficient  for  the  present  lo  assert  and 
hold  f<M*th  their  rights,  secure  that  sooner  or  later  they  must 
be  admitted  and  acknowledged.  Tbe  declaratory  law  here, 
had  too'  its  use,  viz.  to  prevent  or  lesaen  at  least  a  damor 
agiunst  the  ministry  that  repealed  the  stamp  act,  as  if  tbey 
had  given  up  the  right  of  this  country  to  govern  America. 
Other  use  indeed  it  could  have  none  ;  and  I  remember  Lord 
Mansfield  told  the  lords,  when  upon  that  bill,  that  it  was 
nugatory.  To  be  sure,  in  a  dispute  between  two  parties 
about  rights,  the  declaratioa  of  one  party  can  never  be  aupr 
posed  to  bind  the  other. 
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'  tt  is  said  there  is  now  a  project  on  foot  to  form  ah  unHb 
with  Ireland,  and  that  Lord  ftarcourt  is  to  propose  it'alf ttb 
next  meeting  of  the  Irish  parliament.  The  eastern'  sifflli' w 
Ireland  are  averse  to  it ;  supposing  that  when  DubRd  is  m 
longer  the  seat  of  their  government  it  will  decline,  %e1»t^9lfir 
t)eing  liut  indifferent^  and  that  the  western  and  sotithtfib^pIMb 
\vill  rise  and  florish  on  its  riiins^  being  good  in  tbemaSfeB 
and  much  better  situated  for  commerce.  For  iht^Ss^mfA 
reasons,  tfie  western  and  southern  people  are  inci]neJ''Uf Im 
measure,  and  it  is  thought  it  may  be  6anied»  But  thciUf^liAl 
difficult  affairs,  and  usually  take  longer  time  thari  thetpWJpiRl 
tors  imagine.  Mr.  Crowley,  the  author  of  several  fiii 
for  uniting  the  colonies  with  the  mother-counti^^  arid  = 
runs  about  much  among  the  ministers,  tells  me  the  «IU<MI  df 
Ireland  is  only  the  first  step  towards  a  general  ubidn.  -  He  H 
for  having  it  done  by  the  parliament  of  England  iffithwit 
consulting  the  colonies  ;  and  he  will  warrant,  he  stays;  ulat  if 
the  terms  proposed  are  equitable,  they  will  all  come'  ib  odft 
after  the  other.  He  seems  rather  a  little  cracked  u^i  the 
subject. 

It  is  said  here  that  the  fieimous  Boston'  letters  wer^  kIII- 
chiefly,  if  not  all,  to  the  late  Mr.  Whately.  They  fell  Wsh 
my  hands,  and  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  give  sotne  prioa|Ud 
people  there  a  sight  of  them,  very  much  with  this'  view^  dnt 
when  they  saw  the  measures  they  complained  of  took  'iHAr 
rise,  in  a  great  degree,  from  the  representations  and'tteWH ' 
mendations  f^f  their  own  countrymen,  their  resentmeAf^Hl^Aliit 
Britain  on  account  of  those  measures  might  abate,  tfi'fifitte 
bad  done,  and  a  reconciliation  be  more  easily  obtained^'  ''lo 
Boston  they  concealed  who  sent  them,  the  better  to  cobobU 
who  received  and  communicated  them.     And  perhap^iHsks 

I  Governor  Uutchinson'st 
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weU  .that  it  sliould  coatioue  a  secret.;  Being,  pf  that  eoimtry 
myself) .  I  think  those  letters  mare  heinous  Jth^n  yo^  seein  to 
think  th^m;  but  you  had  not  read  them  aU,  nor  perhaps  the 
cottncirs  remarks  on  them.  I  have  written  to  decline  tbejr 
^ency  on  account  of  my  return  to  America;  Dr.  Lee  suc- 
ceeds ine.  I  only  kee.p  it  while  I  stayi  v^t^ch  perhaps  will 
\k^  aiiother  winter.  ,  . 

jL^grieve  to  liear  of  the  death  of  my  good,  old  friend  Dn 
!Elvans4  .  1  have  lost  so  niany,  since  I  left  America,  that  I 
begin  to  fear  I  shall  find  myself  a  stranger  among  strangers 
V'hen  I  return.  If  soj  I  must  come  again  to  my  friehds  in 
fiugland.     1  am  ever  your  affectionate  father, 

;.  .       .  .  B.  Fbanklin.  ,  . 

To  THE  Hon,  Thomas  Gushing,  Esq. 

Project'to  avoid  repealing  the  American  tea  duty — Pretended 
Prussian  edict. 

.  S-iR-,  London,  Sept.  12,  ITTsi 

The  above  is  a  copy  of  my  last  per  packet.  En- 
closed is  the  original  letter  therein  mentioned.  His  lordship 
continues  in  the  country,  hut  is  expected  (.Secretary  Pownall 
tells  me)  the  beginning  of  next  month. 

To  avoid  repealing  the  American  tea  duty^  and  yet  find  a 
vent  for  tea,  a  project  is  executing  to  send  it  from  this  coun- 
try on  account  of  the  East  India  Company,  to  be  sold  in 
America,  agreeable  to  a  late  act  impowering  the  lords  of  the 
treasury  to  grant  licences  to  the  company  to  export  tea  t}^- 
ther,  under  certain  restrictions,  duty-free..  Some  friends 
of  government,  (as  they  are  called)  of  Boston,  New  Yorjf , 
Philadelphia,  8lc.  are  to  be  favored  with  the  commission, 
who  undertake  by  their  interest  to  carry  the  measure  through 
in  the  colonies.    How  the  other  merchants  thus  excluded 
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from  the  tea  trade  will  like  tbii^  I  cannot  foresee, 
agreement^  if  f  reiMember  right,  was  not  to  import  tea>  ^ 
the  duty  shall  be  repealed.  Perhaps  they  will  think  tiiHutf 
seWes  still  obliged  by  that  agreement  notwithstaiidhig"  Aw' 
temporary  expedient ;  which  is  only  to  introduce  the  teft  ^M: 
the  present,  and  may.be  dropped  next  year,  and  tha.'dfitf 
again  required;  the  granting  or  refusing  such*  hceBce/.-fteai^ 
time  to  time  remaming  in  the  power  of  the  treasury.  MAM'' 
will  seem  hard,  while  their  hands  are  tied,  to  see  the  pHtSM 
of  that  article  all  engrossed  by  a  few  particulars.  '  /^ 

Enclosed  I  take  the  liberty  of  sending  you  a  small  pie^^gf  ^ 
mine,  written  to  expose,  in  as  striking,  a  light  as  I  coiHUft:M^ 
the  nation,  the  absurdity  of  the  measures  towards  AnMnc%L 
and  to  spur  the  ministry,  if  possible,  to  a  change  of  theaa^ 
measures.  ■.  •      ' 

Please  to  present  my  duty  to  the  house,  and  respecta  to 
the  committee.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  estaienif 
sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant,  .  .„.. 

£.  Franklin^  ...? 

lEnclosed  in  the  foregoing  letter.'] 
A  PRUSSIAN  EDICT,  &c.  Z 

DantMic,  September  5,  17T9*'  '^ 
We  have  long  wondered  here  at  the  supineness  of  thii^ 
English  nation,  under  the  Pruuian  impoutions  upon  its  trade  entmif  j^' 
our  port.    We  did  not,  till  lately,  know  the  claims,  ancient  atifl  mo- 
dern, that  hang  over  that  nation;  and  therefore  could  m>t  Aspect 
that  it  might  submit  to  those  impressions  from  a  sense  of  duty/o'r  fro^'* 
principles  of  equity.    The  folkwing  edict,  just  made  public,  may,  U^ 
serious,  throw  some  light  upon  this  matter : 

'  FaEDEBicK,  by  the  grare  of  God,  King  of  Prussia,  &c.  &c.  SiL  to 
all  present  and  to  come:  health.    The  peace  now  enjoyed  tbroujjiibut 
Our  Nonunions,  having  afforded  us  leisure  to  apply  OurseFras' to' t&'e  - 
regulation  of  comtaerce,  the  improvement  of  Our  finances^  tod  at  the 
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same  time  the  easing  Our  ilamaiic  subjects  in  their  tmiat:  te 
casises,  and  other  good  considerations  Us  thereunto  mo? ingi  Wq<] 
by  roake  known,  that,  after  having  deliberated  these  affiurs  in.  Oni 
council ;  present  Our  dear  brothers,  and  other  great  officers  of  the 
state,  members  of  the  same;  We,  of  Our  certam  knowledge,  full  poweri 
and  authority  royal,'have  made  and  issued  this  present'cidict,  vii.  •-*' 

^  Whereas  it  is  well  kno«m  to  all  the  world,  that  %he  fiisf  G^mmmi 
settlements  made  in  th&  island  of  Britain,  were  by  colooies  o^pcopii^ 
sabjects  to  Our  renowned  ducal  ancestors,  and  drawn  from  their 'doa>i 
nions,  under  the  conduct  of  Hengist,  Uorsa,  UeUai  Ufia,  Cerdicu8,Id^ 
and  others :  And  that  the  said  colonies  have  florished  under  tht 
protection  of  Our  august  house,  for  ages  past;  have  never  been  etaatt* 
cipated  therefroAi ;  and  yet  have  hitherto  yielded  little  pr<i>fii  td'tfM 
satne:  And  whereas  We  Ourself  have  in  the  last  war  fought  fbr  Ml ' 
defended  the  said  colonies,  against  the  power  of  France  and  thereby 
enabled  them  to  roake  conquests  from  the  said  power  in  America^  fct 
which  We  have  not  yet  received  adequate  compensation :  And  whereaa 
it  n  just  and  expedient  that  a  revenue  should  be  raised  from  the  said 
colonies  in  Britain,  towards  Our  indemnification;  and  that  those  who 
are  descendants  of  Our  ancient  subjects,  ancT  thence  still  owe  tos  du6 
obedience,  should  contribute  to  the  replenishing  of  our  tujmllBOflRBis^ 
(as  they  must  have  done,  had  their  ancestors  remained  in  the  tenitei^ 
ries  now  to  Us  appertaining :)  We  do  therefore  hereby  ordain  and 
command.  That,  from  and  after  the  date  of  these  presents,  there  sfaaH 
be  levied,  and  paid  to  Our  officers  of  the  cuitomt,  on  all  goods,  wares^ 
and  merchandises,  and  on  alf  grain  and  Other  prodtice  of  the  earth, 
exported  from  the  said  island  of  Britain,  and  on  all  goods  of  whatever 
kind  imported  into  the  same;  a  duty  of  four  and  a  liaif  per  cent  ad 
valorem,  for  the  use  of  Us  and  Our  successors.  And  that  the  said 
duty  may  more  effectually  be  collected,  We  do  hereby  ordain^  that  al|, 
ships  or  vessels  bound  from  Great  Britain  to  any  other  part  of  tiM 
world,  or  from  any  other  part  of  the  world  to  Great  Britain,  sliall  in 
their  respective  voyages  touch  at  Our  port  of  Koningsberg,  there  to  it 
unladen,  searched,  and  charged  with  the  said  duties. 

<  And  whereas  there  hath  been  from  time  to  time  discovered  in. the 
said  island  of  Great  Britain,  by  Our  colonists  there,  many  mines  or 
beds  of  tron-stone;  and  sundry  subjects  of  Our  ancient  dominion,  |kil« 
All  in  converting  the  said  stone  into  meta)^  have  in  time  p«i^  (ranp* 
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ported  themselves  thither,  carrying  with  them  and  rniTimiinirafi|(g 
that  art;  and  the  inhabitants  of  the. said  island,  presuming  th»t>l|jy- 
bad  a  natural  right  to  make  the  best  use  they  could  of  the  oatoimt 
productions  of  their  country,  for  their  own  benefiti  have  not  09\y.)|i|fb 
fiimaces  for  smeltiog  the  said  stone  into  iron,  but  have  erected  .p||j|- 
ing-forges,  slitting-mills,  and  stecl-furnaces»  for  the  more  cuov^sioq^ 
SMmuHeicturing  of  the  same ;  thereby  endangering  a  dim'uwtioa,QQ4tf 
^aid  manufacture  in  Our  ancient. dominion;  We  do  therefore  hnfkff 
farther  oidain»  That,  from  and  after  the  date  hereof,  no  miU.or/^fl|||p 
engine  for  slitting  or  rolling  of  iron,  or  ajny  plating-forge  to  wpr^|||i|^ 
a  tilt-bammer,  or  any  furnace  for  making  steel,  sliall  be  emtfd^,,^ 
continued  in  the  said  island  of  Great  Britain :  And  the  Lordfie^^ 
nant  of  every  county  in  the  said  island  is  hereby  commandedMQB  ip^ 
formation  of  any  such  erection  within  his  county,  to  order,,  .aod^il^y 
force  to  cause  the  ^me  to  be  abated  and  destroyed ;  as  he  ftheltim^ 
fwer  the  neglect  thereof  to  Us  at  his  peril.  But  We  are  nffiwttf^fl^ 
graciously  pleased  to  permit  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  island  |D  fri|)yr 
port  their  iron  into  Prussia,  there  to  be  manufactured,  and  tOjU^jpT 
returned;  they  paying  Our  Prussian  subjects  for  the  workmMW|l^ 
witli  all  the  costs  of  commission,  freight  and  risk,  coming  ^q4..{||^ 
iuming;  any  thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwitbate|4* 
ing.        .  rfi 

,  We  do  not,  however,  think  fit  to  extend  this  Our  indulgence  to  U|i 
article  ofaool;  but  meaning  to  encourage  not  only  the  manufacture^ 
of  woollen  cloth,  but  also  th^  raising  of  wool,  in  Our  ancient  donunieipji^ 
and  to  prevent  both,  as  much  as  may  be,  in  Our  said  island,  Vf^ifp 
hereby  absolutely  forbid  the  transportation  of  wool  thence  ev^n  tooths 
ittotheiH:ountry,  Prussia:-* And  that  those  islanders  may  be  fail^ 
and  more  effectually  restrained  in  making  any  advantage  pf  tMi^^^ffi 
wool,  in  the  way  of  manufacture.  We  command  that  none  *Mj  K 
carried  out  of  one  county  into  another;  nor  shall  any  woritpdfhPVy 
or  woollen-yarn,  cloth,  says,  bays,  kerseys,  sergies,  frixes,  ^rugg^p^ 
€k>th-serges,  shalloons,  or  any  other  drapery  stuffs,  or  woollen  mam^ 
£K:tures  whatsoever,  made  up  or  mixed  with  wool  in  any  of  the  >ai4 
^cSMUities,  be  cairied  into  any  other  county,  or  be  water-borne  even 
seroBi  the  smallest  river  or  creek;  on  penalty  of  forfeiture  of  (the  MHPir» 
lo0Bther  with  the  boats,  carriages,  horses,  &c.  that  shall  be.mplpJtii} 
in.  RBomof  tbem.    Nevertheless,  Our  loving  sulyecH  theie.  ^ 
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hereby  permitteil  (if  thej  think  proper)  to  use  all  their  wOOl  •B'ttMU 
niire,  for  the  improvement  of  their  lands.  n  ».s 

'  And  whereas  the  art  and  mystery  of  making  kats  hath  ^rriTedMCt 
great  perfection  in  Prussia;  and  the  making  of  hats  by  Our  remoter 
subjects  ought  to  be  as  much  as  possible  restrained:  And  fbrasmuA 
as  the  islanders  before  mentioned,  being  in  possession  of  woo),  beaTer, 
and  other  furs,  bare  presumptuously  conceived  they  had"  a  ri^htlo 
make  some  advantage  thereof,  by  roaniiteturing  the  san^e  intb-hiCs^ 
to  the  prejudice  of  Out.  domestic  manufacture :— We  do  therefore 
hereby  strictly  command  and  ordain,  that  no  hat9  or  felts  whatsoerery 
dyed  or  undycd,  finished  or  unfinished,  shall  be  loaden  or  put  into  or 
upon  dny  vessel,  cart,  carnage  or.  horse;  to  be  transported  or  convey- 
ed out  of  one  county  in  the  said  island  into  another  county,  or  to  any 
other  place  whatsoever,  by  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever;  on  pain 
of  forfeiting  the  same,  with  a  penalty  of  five  hundred  pounds  sterlhsg 
for  every  offence.  Nor  shall  any  hat-maker,  in  any  of  the  said  couo- 
ties,  employ  more  than  two  apprentices,  on  penalty  of  five  poanib 
Sterling  per  month :  We  intending  hereby  that  such  hat-makers,  being 
9d  restrained,  both  in  the  production  and  sale  of  their  commodity^  may 
find  no  advantage  in  continuing  their  business.  But,  leet  the  sidd 
islanders  should  suffer  inconveniency  by  the  waniofhati,  WojwefcN 
tber  graciously  pleased  to  permit  them  to  send  their  beaver  fuisulo 
Prussia ;  and  We  also  permit  haCts  made  thereof  to  be  exported  from 
Prussia  to  Britain ;  the  people  thus  favored  to  pay  all  costs  and  charges 
of  manufacturing  interest,  commission  to  Our  merchants,  insurance 
and  freight  going  and  returning ;  as  in  the  case  of  iron. 
"■  *  And  lastly,  being  willing  farther  to  favor  our  said  coloniei  jh  flii- 
imn.  We  da  hereby  also  ordain  and  command,  that  all  the  iAimi, 
Ifighway  and  street  robbenfy  housebreakers,  forgerera,  munleven, 
s — d  —tes,  and  villains  of  every  denomination,  who  have  forfeited  their 
lives  to  the  law  in  Prussia;  but  whom  We,  in  our  great  clemency,^ 
not  think  fit  here  to  hang ;  ahall  be  emptied  out  of  Our  gaols  into  the 
said  island  of  Great  Britain,  for  the  better  peopling  of  that  country.' 

*  We  flatter  ourselves  that  these  Our  royal  regulations  and  eocil- 
roands  will  be  thought  jute  and  remsonahlB  by  Our  niych-fav6#edcill»- 
nists  in  England ;  the  said  regulations  being  copied  firom.ilwir  atalufees 
of  10  and  11  Will.  III.  c.  10.— 5  Geo.  il.  c.  SS.— 28  9e«..lL/c4$9u»- 
4t  Geo.  I.  c.  11.  and  from  other  equitable  laws  made  tgr  tim  pariiir 
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QlUBtft;  :or  from  mstmctioni  given  by  thdr  princes^ eir  fnoni:  iiiiiillMrii)|jl 
q£ both houAesy  entered  into  for  tbe  gwd  govemnut^t  of  thivzumm^ 

*  An4  aU  persons  in  the  .said  i^l^n^  are  Iferel^y.  qa^tipp,^  ^^iNMIJI 
|0se  in  aqy  wbe  tba  execution  of  this^  Our  edict,  or  angr  part 
^uch  opposition  being  high-treason;  of  which  all  who  are  m\ 
than  to  tianappf  ted  in  fetters  from  Britain  to  Pniuia^  there  t»tt 
ywl  cueqitoA  accotding  to  the  Pmsfian  Jaw.  '   «  ^wil 

'fceliieOurpleaime.   "^"iw 

Given  at'Pcitinlam,  thisfwenty-fiflth  d«y  df  the  moritlh  o/kiiguit,  Mt 
thousaad  seven  hundred  and  seveDty-thtee/imd  in*  the  thirtf«n|V 
jear  of  Our  reign.  By  the  King,  in  his  council,  -  k^SrAfti 

*  R£CifrM£saiG,.iKNtti 

"J    '  "  ■  ■  ■        -i 

'tone take  thikediet  t»ht  mcrdy  one  of  tlie  lung's  J<«rifti|frW 
elbeee  mippose  it  aerian8»mnd  that  he  meint  a  <jiiarrel  wMv^iJIiliilV 
bat  ail  here  think  the  assertion  it  concludes  vfith'  thai  flwHimpilii 
tions  are  copied  from  acts  of  the  JSi^^  parliament  re6pec|UN||l^fi|' 
citlonieB/  a  very  injurious  one;  it  being  impessible  to  belieref  ^Vrtft 
paofVle'di^inguiAed  for' their  love  of  liberty;  a  nation  so  wi»^|i^ 
UhMalrin  its  senthnents,  so  jnac  and  equitable  towarda  its  nagtiii^itill 
ahflidd^  firom  mean  and  injudicious  views  of  petty  immediate  pioS^ 
tmt  its  own  cbildran  in  a  manner  so  arfaitnury  and  tyrannifil,  •  lui^ 

To  Governor  Feankun.  f  .^ 

He44glU  of  the  Britith  parliament  to  make  laws  for  ^iri^ 
rUMdeMed-^Lord  MansfidJtt  opinion  of  the  preUHiM 
PHissian  edict — The  reading  of  it  at  Lord  le  DespemiHI^ 
bjfPautWhiteheqft. 


QxAB  Son,  Lbndon,  Oct.  6, 1775;*^ 

^  .    I  wrote  to  you  on  the  Ist  of  last  month,  sii|c4 

wiMch  Ibave  leceived  jours  of  July  29,  from  New  York^  ^  • 
.  I4aiow  not  what  leltirtof-  mine  governor  HutehinMn^tMii 

nsoMi,  as  advifiiig  the  people  to  insist  on  their  indepetdency; 

But  whatever  Aey  were,  I  suppose  he  has  sent  copies  of  them 


lather,  liavkiftefuU'foiBewbifiMn^  'l-dMH; 

liowefer^  be^tbfo  «r  ffvf  :tiin«  to  justify  «yei^  thing  <!-  Imm 
iMtteo;  tfae  parpoit  being  niforaitf  Ms,  tfabt  tUey  sbbtdS 
curetully  aToid  all  tatnultsand^eimj  mlentnieasiire,  aind  coo- 
tent  theinaelves  midk  verbally  keeping  up  tbeir  tlaiMj  miA 
iKddiog  forth  'tbcar  tiigfati  whenever ^ccaattoii  ve<}iiires(  lecdM^ 
that  from  the  growing  imparlance  of  Aineriea,  ihmexMmm 
wiH  ere  long  be  attnnded'lo  and  acknowledged.  From  along 
and  thorough  consideration  of  the  nibfeot,  1  nm  mdMl^tf 
npinion  that  the  paiiiameat  has  no  right  t#  mate  mtf^i^ 
whatever  binding  on  the  ^obiei.  That  the  kitig^^  and-  -ifot 
ttie  king,  lorda  and  commons  coUectivdy,  is  their  sovereign; 
and  that  the  king^  with  their  respective  parliaments,  is  AAt 
only 'legislator.  I  know  your  aeatiments  di0er  fsmn  minedtt 
rime  subjeets:  Yotf  sre  a  thorough-  g^ovemment  man,  vthi&k 
I  do  n<rt  wonder  at;  nor  do  I  nim  at  conveiting  you.  I  6iSij 
wish  you  to  act  uprightly  and  steadily,  avoiding  i\M  duplicity 
liifiiich  in  Hutchinson  adds  contempt  to  indignation.  If  yoo 
can  promote  the  prosperity  ^f  yonr  peo|^,  and  lenvtotliett 
happier  tfian  yon  found  diem^  w4iatever  >y(Mr  polltkSlil  ptitHS^ 
plies  are,  your  memory  will  be  honored^ 

I  have  written  two  pieces  here  htely  for  the  pubKe  adver* 
QSer,  on  American  affairs,  designed  to  expose  the  conduct  tf 
this  country  toiiratds  the  ooioiiiee,  in  a  shorty  comprdbenfive, 
and  striking  view,  and  etated  dierefore  in  ontrof-the-way  forms, 
as  most  likely  to  take  the  generiil  attention.  The  fiitt  fla? 
called  rules  by  which  a  great  ^empirt  may  be  -reduced  to  u 
$mall  onef  the  second, '^n  edict  ^f  the  king  0f  iP)r§tkiia» 
I  sent  yon  one  of  the  first,  but  could  not  get  enough  of  the 
second  to  spare  you  one,  tfadog^  nay  clerk  went  iii^iattr 
morning  to  the  pnnter^a  and  wherever  they  amne  aohfc'  ^  ^BAej 

»     .    II  <  ■  ■     III       >   .1   I J  ■  I  I     I  I'     t»9  HI        >■— *^»t#Wii'  f    ill  iiil»4  • 

^     ,     ^  !  See  WacnifdSy-FkrMft"  "^c'  -^rr^itd^^  •i?'^ 
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mve  dl  go0e  but  two.  In.iiiy  own  mmdllprtfiMvecl-l 
at  ai  odHipbsition  for  the  quantity  and:  variety  of  tbe 
eoDtilined,  and  a  kind  of  spirited  endings  of  each 
J3fi4  I  find  that  oihen  here  generally  prefer  the.aecondi;: 
not  fiitpected  a3  the  author  except  by  one  or  two 
kmraheanl ihe.  latter  apoken- of  in^  the  highest  tetrnt^m^lH 
keeaept  and  severest  piece  that  has  appeared  here  a  1 
Xjordrfttansfield  I  'bear  said  of  it^  that  itwas  vtry  ABiiil  i 
fViy' AR^v^l*  indeed;  and  would  do  mischief  by^tvin|| 
a  bad  impression  oK.the  measures  of  government^ 
co)ooiefl  by  eqcouraging  them  in  their  contumacy/  "UiMi^ 
printed  4n  the  Chronicle,  where  you  will^see  it,  but. 
of  all  the  capilalling  and  italicking,  that  intimate  the  i 
and  mark  the  emphasis  of  written  discourses,  to  bring 
as  near  as  possible  to  those  spoken :  printing  suipb  a  piedi 
aU  in  one  even  small  character,  seems  to  me  like  repeatiB|; . 
one  of  Whitfield's  seimons  in  the  monotony  of  a  achoottjta^ 
What  made  it  the  more  noticed  here  was,  that  people  9 
reading  it,  were,  as  the  plirase  is,  taken  in,  till  they  h^^fVA 
half  through  it,  igad  imagined  it  a  real  edict;  to  which  oiia^ 
take  I  suppose  the  king  of  Prussia's  character  mii9(.|i|||||| 
qpntributed.  I  was  down  at  Lord  le  Despencer's  ufheo  filf 
ppst  brQMgiit  that  day's  papers.  Mr.  Whitehead. WM;tfifm 
top^(Paul.Wt^itehead,  the  author  of  Manners)  who  ninsjefiilp 
through  all  the  papers,  and  tells  the  company  what  b^  |i||#|: 
remarkable.  He  had  them  in  another  room,  and  wtJigeraK 
chai^ng  in  the  breakfiist  parlor,  when  he  came  ruuniBf^ilrtl^ 
usy  ojiAt  of  breath,  with  the.  paper  in  his  hand.  HeraLiMii 
be^hece's  news  for  ye  I  Here's  the  king  of  Prussia  dainmg 
9'jight  to  this  kingdom!  All  stared,,  and  I  as  roudi  9B^s9$. 
^9^i.i  vid  he  went  on  to  read  it  When  he  had  read  Iwo,  m 
!|brc^.paragraphs,  a  gentleman  present  said,  damn  kit^ffSfm 
dmee!,!  dare  sajf  m  shall  hear  by  nextfoU  tk0Mi^J90$ 
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hi$  nuiTch  wUh  100,000  men  to  back  this.  WhiteiiMd,:^viM 
is  rary  sbrewdy-tooo.  after  began  to  smoke  it,  and  looking  ia 
mj  face  said,  17/  be  kamged  i/thU  is  not  some  of  your  Am»' 
rican  jokes  upon  ««•  llie  reading  went  on  and.  ended  with 
abundanoe  of  laughing,  and  m  general  verdict  that  it  was  a  ftir 
hit  And  the  piece  was  cut  out  of  the  paper  and'presemd 
iii.iny  lord's  coUection.  m.:  ; 

'  .1  don't  wonder  that  Hutchinion  should  be  dejected.' t  It 
most  be  an  uncomfortable  thing  to  live  among  people  who  he 
as  conscious  universally  detest  him.  Yet  I  fancy-  he- will  mat 
have  leave  to  come  home,  both  because  they  know  not  viett 
iwhat  to  do  with  him,  and  because  they  do  not  very  well  like 
his  conduct.     I-  am  ever  your  affectionate  father. 

To  THE  Hon.  Thomas  CusHiNG,  Esq. 

Pro/ioted  accommodation  with  Great  Britain-^Petiti^  f^ 
iji  -  removing  the  governors. 

•  •'SiR',  London,  Nov.  1,  1773^    * 

-   ■  I  duly  reccrved  your  favor  of  fi6th  August,  idth 

the  letter  enclosed  for  Lord  Dartmouth,  which  I  imnteiliialdy 
sent  to  him.  As  soon  as  he  comes  to  town  I  shall  ^ivait  upon 
his  lordship  and  discourse  with  him  upon  the  subject  of  it; 
atid  I  shall  irameAateiy  write  to  you  what  I  can  collect  from 
die  conversation. 

In  my  own  opinion  the  letter  6(  the  two  houses  of  the  29tb 
Jime,  prdposmg  as  a  satisfactory  measure  the' restoring  tbkigs 
to  the  state  in  vrhich  they  were  at  the  conclusion  of  the  lata 
war,  is  a  fair  and  generous  offer  on  our  part,  and  my  discourse 
here  is,  tbat'it  is  more  than  Britain  has  a  right  to  expect  from 
ns ;  and  that  if  she  has  any  wisdom  left  she  "Will  embracie  it, 
mti  agree  widi  us  immediately ;  for  that  die  longer  shedelajt 
die  acoommodatioif  wbfehf  finally  she  must  for  her  own  sake 
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«blUQ|  the  wone  terms  the  maj  ezpect,  «ttjse  die 

•f  power  and  importance  that  at  present  aubsbts  i 

h  dailj  diminiabing,  and  our  sense  of  <uir  own  ri^ts,artA||[f 

ker/ii^ustice  continualij  increasing.     1  aai  the  mora 

niged'to  bold  sucb  language,  bj  perceiving  that  the  | 

sense  of  the  nation  .is  for  us;  a  conviction  pmrailinf  l|iat^9|| 

have  been  ill  used,  and  that  a  breach  with  us  would  1 

to  this  country,  llie  pieces  I  wrote  to  increase  ^and  i 

those  sentiments  were  Mnare  read,  and  talked  of,  and  i 

to  than  usual.     The  first,  as  you  will  see  by  tbe  en 

been  called  for,  and  reprinted  in  the  same  paper, 

ing  copied  in  others,  and  in  die  magazines.    A  long 

answer  has  been  made  to  it,  (by  governor  Bernard  it  is  i 

which  I  send  you.  1  am  told  it  does  not  satisfy  those  in  wl 

justification  it  was  written,  and  that  a  better  is  prepnnig. 

I  tliink  with  you  that  great  difficulties  must  attend  an  attempt 

to  make  a  new  representation  of  our  grievances,  in  whie^llbi 

point  of  right  should  be  kept  but  of  sight,  especially  asll» 

concurrence  of  so  many  colonies  seems  now  necessary. 

therefore  it  would  certainly  be  best  and  wisest  for  ] 

(which  does  not  meet  till  after  the  middle  of  January)  to  i 

up  the  matter  themselves,  and  at  once  reduce  things  to*fj^ ' 

state  desired.    There  are  not  wanting  some  here  who  belf^ 

this  will  peally  be  the  case;  foTj  that  a  new  election  being  Uf^  - 

in  view,  the  present  members  are  likely  to  consider  thn  i 

posing  all  differences  with  America,  as  a  measure  i 

to  the  trading  and  manufacturing  part  of  the  nation;. 

the  n^lecting  it  may  be  made  use  of  by  ^wropponrwh  In  ^ 

their  disadvantage.  r^'« 

I  have  as- yet  received  no  answer  to  the  petition  for  \ 
i«g  the  governors.    I  imagine  that  it  will  hardfy  be  i 
with,- as  It  would  embarrass  government  to  provide  Cir  ihMt 
otherwise;  tad  it  will  be  thought  hard  to  aeglnBl-pMM  wh<i 
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tMe  tixposM.  theiiiseiviM  by  adhering  to  What  it  fake  Periled 
the  hilerest  iltid  right?  of  diis  country.  But  this  I  only  eon^ 
jectdre,  its  i  ^have  heatxl  nothing  certain  about  it.  Indeed  I 
should  think  continuing  them  in  their  "places  would  be  radielr 
a  punishment  than  a  fiivor.  For  what  comfort  can  men  have 
in  living  among  a  people  with  whom  they  are  the  objaclvf 
wiiyef  sat  odium  ?    ' 

'•'•1  shall  continue  here  one  winter  longer^  and  use  my  best 
endeavors  as  long  as  I  stay  for  the  service  of  our  'country. 
With  great  esttem,  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  naost 
obedient  humble  servant^  '  B.  Fbanklin. 

-     ,  To  Joseph  Galloway,  Esq.  Philadelphia. 
Supposed  ditpouiion  to  fioi^apofe  the  differtnca  with  America^ 

Sir,  jLofvi26fi^  Nov.  3,  1773.  . 

.  /There  is  at  present  great  quietness  here,  and  no 
prospect  that  the  war  between  the  Turks  and  Russians  will 
spread  further  in  Europe.  The  last  harvest  is  allowed  to 
hafe .  been  gtmdrally  plentiful  in  this  country ;  and  yet  sdcfa 
wa4  die  preceding  stanltineia  of  crops,  that  it  is  thought  there 
is  noxom  to  spare  for  exportation,  which  continues  the  ad* 
vatiitages  to  our  com  provinces. 

The  parliament  ia  nOt  tp  meet  till  after  the  middle  of  Ja- 
nuary. .  It  is  said  there  is  a  disposition  to  compose  all  dtfer- 
ences  with  America  bef(x«  the  next  general  ekction,  as  the 
trading  and  manufiicturing  part  of  the  nation  are  generally 
onr.well-wbhers,  thnk  #e  have  been  hardly  used,  and  appre- 
hend ill  consequenceai  from,  a  continuance  of  the  measures 
that  we  complain  of:  and  that;  if  those  measures  are  not 
chaDged,  an  American  interest  may  be  spirited  up  at  the  elec« 
tioD  against  die  present  members  who  are  in,  or  frieoda  to^ 
adasinistration.  Our  steady  refusal  to  take  tea  from  hence 
for  iarenl  years  past  ha4  mide  ita  impresiicpis,   Theacbeme 

VOL.  I.  2  b 
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for  Mpplyiiig  «s  mtlioiit  ffe|iealii%  A0  wtf  b]i» 

IfOBOoe  from  llie  trettury  toeiport  left  to  j 

yoa  «iB  before  Ab  time  ecqiudnted  with«    I  mneh  mrnlb.^ 

hev  bow  diat  tea  »  received.    If  it  if  re|eetedlbet«||k^rij| 

wcbubtedly  be  repealed:  otherwise  I  fuppoee  it  ^ 

timied;  and  when  we  have  got  into  the  nee  of  the  < 

tea,  end  the  foreign  correspondences  that  niinplj  ieijllfpnn 

sent  are  broken  off,  the  licences  will  be  diKontiniiedf  1 

act  enforced. 

I  apprehend  the  better  understandkig  tfiat  latdyi 
in  .our  provincial  administration  will  hardly  be  con^ 
the  new  governor ;  but  you  will  soon  see.  I  wish  for  Am^  ftA 
letter  you  promise  me  by  the  next  packet,  which  m  n^  dU% 
expected.  With  tmalterable  esteem  and  attachmen^tf^lhhl 
eveV,  biy  dear  {riend,  yoilrs  most  affectionatdy. 

To  Governor  Franklin.  ,  . 

Dear  Son,  London,  Nov.  5,  ltTfe>*^' 

I  wrote  you  pretty  fully  by  the  Ian  packet^  mi  lnH^^ 

iiig  had  nto  line  from  you  of  later  date  than  the  beg^nafai^W 

August,  and  little  stirring  here  lately,  I  have  tt>w  fitClbl0>iiMifc^ 

In  that  letter*  I  mentioned  my  having  mAvtm  two:  p^lBliL' 
of  ^hich  I  preferred  the  firsts  but  the  pubfic  Ae  last;'  W 
seems  I  was  mistaken  in  judging  of  the  public  ojfiukmi*'tbu^ 
the  flrst^  was  reprinted  some  weeks  wftUr  m  the  sam»  pt^f 
the  printer  giving  for  rciason  that  he  did  it  in  conipliiildfar  wMi ' 
the  earnest  reqnefet  of  many  private  penona,  sttriiettM'Ml' 
spectable  societies ;  which  b  the  more  extraoitKmiry,  aa'it  faitf 
been  copied  in  se^^I  other  papery  and  in  the  Gentknanib'a 

...  '  ..-n^,"'l 

^^  I       I  '  *     ■  •        I  II       ■  III    I^^M,^ 

■  October e, irrs;  "  •  ■*" •*« 

*  Rules  ibr  rsdueiag  a  greet  empire  to  a  smalt  one. 
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Magftztne.  Siidi  ptpen  majr  ieen  to  fasfe  a  tmdmtj  to 
incnaie  our  diTukNify  but  I  lateodia  contrary  ttkct,  udhapt 
by  oMiprisiiig  ift  little  room,  and  aetliiig  in  a  ttrong-  light  Ibe 
griataDces  of  the  colonies^  more  attention  wiU  be  paid  to  diem 
by  our  adatiniitratioa^  and  that  when  their  4ttirea80iiablBiieai 
18  generally  aoen^  aonu  of  diem  wiM  be  removed^  to  die  i^ 
stomtioD  of  hannoay  between  ui.  B.  FftAMKLUi. 

To  THE  Hon.  Thomas  Gushing^  Ea^. 

Petition  for  the  removal  of  the  governors  of  Masgachusetts, 
presented  by  Lord  Dartmouth — Duel  between  Mr.  Tem- 
ple and  Mr.  Whately  on  account  of  Hutchinson^s  letters. 

SiR^  London^  Jan.  5,  1774. 

I  received  the.  honor  of  youn  d^tejd  October  28^ 
v/iih  the,  journals  of  the  house,  and  Mr.  Turner's  election 
sermon. 

I  waited  on  Lord  Dartmouth  on  his  return  to  town,  and 
learot  that  he  had  preaepted  to  his  majesty  ouf  petition  for 
the  nemoval  of  the  governors.  No  subsequent  step  had  yet 
been  taken  upon  it:  but  his  lordship  said,  the  kipg  wouM 
probably  refer  the  consideration  of  it  to  a  .committee  ofcQuiH 
cil|  and  that  I  should  have  notice  to  be  heard  insupporjto/it. 
By  the  tuiapt  ius  conversation,  though  he  was  not  explicit 
I  apprehend  the  petition  is  not  likely  to  Jb^  complied  with: 
but  we  shall  see.  His  lordship  exprejiae^y  as  usual,  much 
concern  at  the  differences  subsisting,  and  wished  thqr  could 
be  accommodated.  Perhaps  his.  good  wishes  are  all  that  is 
in  his  power.  .     . 

The  famous  letters'  having  unfortunately  engaged  Mr. 
Temple  and  Mr.  Whately  in  a  duel,  which  being  interrupted 

'  Governor  Hutchinsonfs. 
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would  probablj  be  reaewedj  I  thought  it  ipcmnbentvfiafilii 
to  prevent,  as  far  aa  I  could,  aoj  fiuther  miachief,  hy  dsohi^ 
ing  publicly  the  part  I  had  in  the  affair  of  those  letten^. ad 
thereby,  at  the  same  time,  to  rescue  Mr.  Temple's 
from  an  undeserved  and  groundless  imputatioo,  that  bora  1 
upon  bis  honor,  viz.  that  of  taking  the  lettersfrom  Mr.  Whalak^ 
andin  breach  of  confidence.  I  did  this  with  the  mcffB'Ulai 
sure,  as  1  believe  him  a  sincere  friend  to  our  country.  I  mm 
told  by  some  that  it  was  imprudent  in  me  to  avow  the  .olbtpaii^ 
ing  and  sending  those  letters,  for  that  administration  will  vfr- 
sent  it.  I  have  not  much  apprehension  of  this,  but  if  itlnp^ 
pens  [  must  take  the  consequences.  I  only  hope  it  will  iiot 
affect  any  friend  on  your  side  the  water,  for  1  have  never  mei!^ 
tioned  to  whom  they  were  transmitted.'  %,.,. 

A  letter  of  mine  to  you,  printed  in  one  of  the  Boston  pa- 
pers, has  lately  been  reprinted  here,  to  show,  as  the  puUiafaef 
depresses  it,  that  I  am  *'  one  of  the  most  determined  tmemiig 
of  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  Great  Britain.^'  In  the  opi!« 
niou  of  some,  every  one  who  wishes  the  good  of  the  wMi 
empire  may  nevertheless  be  an  enemy  to  the  welfare  cfGrm^ 
Britain^  if  he  does  not  wish  its  good  exclusively  of  every  odwT 
part,  and  to  see  its  welfare  built  on  their  servitude  andwreCd^ 
edness.  Such  an  enemy  I  certainly  am.  But  methinka  '^ 
wrong  to  print  letters  of  mine  at  Boston  which  give  ocouim 
to  these  reflections.  .<..- 

I  shall  continue  to  do  all  I  possibly  can  this  winter  towbide 
an  accommodation  of  our  differences ;  but  my  liQgMs  mt^ 
small.  Divine  providence  first  inifatuates  the  power  it  ( 
to  ruin. 


'  See  Dr.  Franklin's  account  of  the  whole  of  the  transactions  inci- 
dcat  to  these  letters,  in  the  Memoirs  of  his  Lift,  Part  hi. 


With  the  greateit  esterfm  and  respect,  I  lAve  dm  Jiooor  to 
be,  sir,  yoar  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

B.  Frankliot. 


To   GOVEHNOR   FrAKKLIN. 

ImUiuaiiom  refpeoting  Mr.  Galloway — Dr.  FranklMMfrfh 
po$ed  return  to  America — Mr.  Templets  duel. 

Dear  Soic,  •  London,  Jan.  5,  1774. 

I  received  yours  of  October  29  aud  November  !£• 
Your  December  packet  is  not  yet  arrived. 

No  insinuations  of  the  kind  you  mention,  concerning  Mr. 
G  y  have  feached  me,  and  if  they  had,  it  would  have  been 
without  the  least  effect,  as  I  have  always  had  the  strongest 
reliance  on  the  steadiness  of  his  friendship;  and  on  the  best 
grounds,  the  knowledge  1  have  of  his  integrity,  and  the  often 
repeated  disinterested  services  he  has  rendered  me.  My  re- 
turn will  interfere  with  nobody's  interest  or  influence  in  public 
aflairs,  as  my  intention  is  to  decline  all  interest  in  them,  and 
every  active  part,  except  where  it  can  serve  a  friend,  and  (b 
content  myself  vrith  communicating  the  knowledge  of  thelh 
my  situation  may  have  furnished  me  with,  and  be  content  vnth 
giving  my  advice  for  the  public  benefit,  where  it  may  be 
asked,  or  where  I  shall  think  it  may  be  attended  to :  for  being 
now  about  entering  my  sixty-ninth  year,  and  having  lived  ^ 
great  a  part  of  my  life  to  the  public,  it  seems  but  fair  Aat 
i  should  be  allowed  to  live  the  small  remainder  to  myself  and 
to  my  friends. 

If  the  honorable  office  you  mention  will  be  agreeaUe  to 
him,  I  heartily  wish  it  him.  I  only  hope  that,  if  offered  to 
him,  he  will  insist  on  its  being  not  during  pleasure^  but  ^uam'- 
diu  se  bene  ge&erit. . 
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Our  friend  Temple^  as  you  nvill  see  by  die  pa^^etf%'^feli 
been  engaged  in  a  duel  about  an  afiair  in  which  he  haii  M 
concern.  As  the  combat  was  interrupted,  and  nndcrstMdifb 
be  unfinished,  1  thought  it  incumbent  on  me  to  do  ilfciKl 
could  for  preventing  farther  miscbief,  and  so  dedaied  luj 
having  transmitted  the  letters  in  question.  This  haaANnm 
Some  censure  upon  myself;  but  as  I  grow  old,  I  grow  Isii 
concerned  about  censure  when  I  am  satisfied  that  1  act'iif^lMlyy 
and  I  have  the  pleasure  of  having  exculpated  a  frieod  wholiy 
undeservedly  under  an  imputation  much  to  his  dishonor.     -• 

I  am  now  seriously  preparing  for  my  departure  to  Mtmii^ 
I  purpose  sending  my  luggage,  books,  instnimenti,  tstf^-l^ 
All,  or  Falconer,  and  take  my  passage  to  Ne^  York  la  «M 
of  the  spring  or  summer  packets,  partly  for  settling  aoflaa 
siness  with  the  Post-o£Soe  there,  and  partly  that  I  may 
you  on  my  way  to  Philadelphia,  and  learn  thereby  inoto -pop; 
fectly  the  state  of  affairs.    Your  affectionate  father, 

B.  Fbahitlhi.-' 

To  THE  Printer  of  thb  Public  Aoverti8X1R;  - 

On  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  differences  between  Cfrmi 
Britain  and  her  American  colonies. 

Sir, 

The  enclosed  paper  was  written  just  before  JUvd 
Hillsborough  quitted  the  American  department.  An  «(jP!PC« 
tation  then  prevailing,  from  the  good  character  of  lb^  Boble 
lord  who  succeeded  him,  that  the  grievances  of  the  colooiee 
would,  under  his  administration,  be  redressed,  it  was  laid 
aside ;  but  as  not  a  single  measure  of  his  predecessor  baa 
since  been  even  attempted  to  be  changed,  and  on  the  contraiy 
new  ones  have  been  continually  added  further  to  ensperate^ 
render  them  desperate,  and  drive  them,  if  possible,  into  open 
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rebeUioDf  it  aiay  not  be  mm  now  to  gifeit  ,t)ie.{Hiblic, 
M  it  shows. in  detail  tho  rise  and  progress  of  those  diffien^c^ 
wkich  are  about  to  break  the  empire  in  pieces.  I  asD,,  jir, 
yoursi  &c.  A.  P. . 

It  is  a  bad  temper  of  mind  that  takes  a  de]i|^  in 
opposition!  and  is  ever  ready  to  censure  ministi^  in  the  gross, 
without,  discrimination.  Charity  should  be  willing  to  believe 
that  we  never  had  an  administration  so  bad,  but  there  might 
be  some  good  and  some  wise  men  in  it ;  and  that  even  such 
is  our  case  at  present.  The  scripture  saith.  By  their  works 
shall  ye  know  fhem.  By  their  jconduct,  then,  in  their  resp^« 
tive  departments,  and  not  by  their  company  or  their  paKty 
connexions  should  they  be  distinct^  and  separately  judged* 

One  of  the  most  serious  affairs  to  diis  nation,  tbat,ha9  of 
late  required  the  attention  of  government,  is  our  misunder* 
standing  with  the  colonies.  They  are  in  the  department  of 
Lord  Hillsborough,  and  from  a  prevailing  opinion  of  his 
abilities,  have  been  left  by  tbe  other  ministeurs  very  much  to 
his  management.  If  then  our  American  business  has  been 
conducted  with  prudence,  to  him  chiefly  will  be  due  die 
reputation  of  it. 

Soon  after  the  late  war,  it  became  an  object  with  the 
ministers  of  this  couatvy  tp  draw  a  revenue  from  America. 
The  first  attempt  was  by  a  stamp  act.  It  soon  appeared 
that  this  step  had  not  been  well  considered ;  that  the  rights, 
the  ability,  the  opinions  and  temper  of  that  great  people  had 
not  been  sufficiently  attended  to.  They  compkined  that  the 
tax  wa§  unnicessary,  because  their  assemblies  had  ever  been 
ready  to  make  voluntary  grants  to  tbe  crown  in  proportion  to 
their  abilities,  when  dnly  required  so  to  do ;  and  unjmi, 
because  they  hed  no  representative  in  the  British  Parliament, 
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bat  b^d  parliamcnU  of*  their  owiii  irherfiin^dmri 

given  as  it  aught  to  be,  in  grants  of  iheitf.owo  iiioiMgr«ir  ;i^^H 

not  9iean  to  enter  into  this  question.  The  parUamemi 

the  acts  as  inexpedient,  but  in  another  act  asserted- a:i 

taxing  America ;  and  in  the  following  year  laid  duties  .«*r  l|g| 

manufactures  of  this  country  exported  thither*     f^nrlhj'lpn 

peal  of  the  stamp  act,  the  Americana  thad  retiimedt 

wonted  good  humor  and  commerce  with  Britain  ^il 

new  act  for  laying  duties  renewed  their  uneasineasuij^fl 

were  long  since  forbidden  by  the  navigation  act  to  | 

manufactures  from  Britain^  or  make  the  same  themiiihpiaDrii 

In  this  situation  were  affairs  when  my  Lord  H^.;eiilemlia|^ 
the  American  administration.  Much  was  expectediaaniidM 
supposed  abilities^  application,  and  knowledge  of  I 
that  department.  The  newspapers  were  filled  -^ 
gyjics,  and  expectations  raised  perhaps  inconveniealiyj?  c^.f:>xa 

The  Americans,  determined  to  petition  their 
praying  his  gracious  interposition  in  their  favor  witb 
liamenty  that  the  impositipn  of  these  duties,  which  theyii 
sidered  as  an  infringement  of  their  rights,  might  b^  i 
The  assembly  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  bad  voted  thalfii 
should  be  proposed  to  the  other  colonies  to  conditf  io4hi^ 
measure.  This,  for  what  reason  I  do  not  easily  cbikiaiviip 
gave  great  offence  to  his  lordship ;  and  one  of  his  first  \ 
was  io  prevent  these  concurring  petitions.  To  this  eai^fil 
sent  a  mandate  to  that  assembly  (the  parliament  ctf 
countiy)  requiring  them  to  rescind  that  vote,  awkiicriat. 
from  the  measure,  threatening  them  with  dissolution  in  caafti 
of  disobedience.  The  governor  communicated  to  tbem  tlMT' 
instructions  he  received  to  that  purpose.  They  refiiaed?l»t 
obey,  and  were  dissolved!  Similar  orders  were  sent  •|t|ho< 
same  time  to. the  governors  of  the  other  cdoniesi  to  .disaolw, 
their  respective  parliaments  if  they  presumed  to  tecede  t» 
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dw  BosCoii  propositiofl  6f  petitionhig  lus  myatj]  tMiUi^tiS 
of  them  were  accordingly  dissolyed.  '    -  -     - 

Bad  ministers  have  ever  been  avene  to  die  right  siit^ects 
claim  of  petitioning  and  remonstrating  to  then*  sovereq^n: 
for  Uirough  that  channel  the  prince  maj  be  apprised  eft  ttie 
mal-administrafton  of  his  servants  ;  they  may  sometimeii  be 
thereby  brought  into  danger,  at  least  snch  petitions  afford  a 
handle  to  their  adversaries  whereby  to  give  them  trouble,. 
But  as  the  measure  to  be  complained  of  vras  not  his  lord- 
ship'Sy  it  is  rather  extraordinary  that  he  should  thus  set  his 
fece  against  the  intended  complaiuts.  In  his  angry  letters  to 
America,  he  called  the  proposal  of  these  petitions  ^a 
measure  of  most  dangerous  and  factious  tendency,  calculated 
to  inflame  the  minds  of  his  majesty's  subjects  in  the  colo- 
nies, to  promote*  an  unwarrantable  combination,  and  to 
excite  and  encourage  an  open  opposition  to,  and  denial  of  the 
authority  of  the  parliament j  and,  to  subvert  the  true  spirit 
of  the  constitution ;"  and  directed  the  governors  immediately 
on  the  receipt  of  these  orders,  to  exert  their  utmost  influence 
to  defeat  this  flagitious  attempt. 

Widiout  entering  into  the  particular  motives  to  tfns  fSitco 
of  his  lordship's  conduct,  let  us  consider  a  little  the  wisdom 
of  it.  When  subjects  conceive  themselves  oppressed  or 
injured,  laying  their  complaints  before  the  sovereign  or  die 
governing  powers,  is  a  kind  of  vent  to  griefs  fliat  gives  some 
ease  to  their  miuds ;  the  receiving  with  at  least  an  t^etT' 
ance  of  regard  their  petitions,  and  taking  them  into  considfer- 
ation,  gives  present  hope,  and  aflbrds  time  for  die  cooling  of  . 
resentment ;  so  that  even  die  refusal,  when  decendy  expressedT 
and  accompanied  with  reasons,  is  made  less  unpleasant  by  th6 
manner,  is  half  approved,  and  die  rest  submitted  to  widi 
patience.    "But  when  thb  vent  to  popular  discontents  is 
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i,  and  Af -wlgteti  aie  difriibyrdnMi  to  < 
^infinite  miscfaiefii  follow.  Many  prioost  Jmve  loit  psrty 
flMBiie'tte  wimle  of  their  dkiBUBiraiy  aod  aome  dieir  liwtf  by 
jttnf  moTf  condiict  of  their  ^seraiiit*.  The  aeeralary  for  Aflwri- 
m,  dierefore^  Meow  b  ihia  instaiico  not  to  have  jadged 
flghdy  for  the  Mnrice  €if  bis  eieelleat  mtBter. 

Skat  rappoeiiig  thojneisiire  of  fUscoorogiBgaiid  prfloMMig^ 
fMitioQs  a  right  cnm^  were  tha  aMaaa  of  tSwiijag  thii;  ^end 
jiditidUBly  chocea?  I  aMaa,  the  thwratcwag  with  dismbimn 
aladthe  actual  ditsolving  of  die  Amwrinan  parliaments.    His 
lifdsbip  probably  took,  up  the  idea  fronrwhat  he  ki^owa^f 
the  rtate  of  thjoga  in  Enghnd  and  Iidaod,  whete,  tobfi'ie- 
rtoim  upon  a  dissolntion,  oAoi  gives  a  aandidata  gemt 
trouble^  and  sonietimes  costs  him  a  great  deal  of  aEK>oey#  -A 
dissoludon  may  therefime  be  both  fine  sad  poniihineiit  to 
-tftormembeiB,  if  they  desire  to  be  again  nrtaraed*.  .Butin 
liMMt  of  the  eoloni^  diere  is  no  #nch  thii^  as  st^mdiog  icanr 
dUsia  for  eleetioo.    Tbsra  is  neidier  trea&ig  nor  bnhing. 
No  man  even  expresses  die  least  incUnatkm  to  be  chosap* 
Instead  of  humble  advertisements  intieating  votes  and  iaterr 
•lA^  you  see  befoie  every  new  ekctioo,  requests  of  former 
members,  aeknowkdpng  die  honor  done  them  by  preceding 
elections,  but  setting  fordi  their  long  service  and  attendance 
e*  the  public  business  in  that  atation,  and  praying  that  m 
aMsideradon  thereof,  some  odier  peisoii  may  be  idiosm  in 
Ihttr  room.    Where  this  is  the  case,  where  the  aame  rcipre* 
asbtadves  may  be  and  generally  are,  after  a  diiMOlutiop, 
tiMisea,  without  asking  a  vote  or  giving  even  a  glass,  of  c^der 
to  an  electcMT,  is  it  likely  that  such  a  threat  could  eootlibute 
iafdie  least  to  answer  dm  end  proposed?   The  experioM  of 
former  governors  might  have  instructed  his  lordship  thai  this 
«ras  a  vain  expedient    Several  of  them,  misled  l^'tbeir 
English  ideas,  had  tried  this  practice  to  make  assemblies 


Mbsisiive  to  theffiuflMiires,  but  never  m\h  auoceit.  :  B^ 
ibe  mfluence  ofhia  power  in  grantiDg  offices,  ft  goveiBor 
naturally  hat  a  number  of  friends  in  an  assembly;  thes4^-  if 
suffsred  to  continue,  thongh  a  minodty,  might  frequentiiy 
serve  his  purposes,  by  promoting  what  he  wishes^  or  ob- 
structing what  he  dislikes.  But  if,  to  punish  the  majoriljry 
be  in  a  pet  dissolves  the  hoose^  and  orders  a  new  electiony  he 
is  sure  not  to  see  a  single  friend  in  the  new  assemhly.  The 
people  are  put  into  an  ill*hnmor  by  the  trouble  given  Iheosy 
diey  resent  the  dissoluticm  as  an  affront,  and  leave  out  every 
man  suspected  of  having  the  least  regard  for  the  governor. 
This  was  the  very  effect  of  my  lord's  dissolutions  in  America, 
and  the  new  assemblies  were  all  found  more  untractable  than 
the  old  ones. 

Bat  besides  the  imprudence  of  this  measnre,  wasitooa- 
stitntional  i  The  crown  has  doubtless  the  prerogative  of  dis- 
solving parliaments^  a  prerogative  lodged  in  its  hands  for  die 
public  good,  which  may  in  various  instances  require  ihe^use 
of  it  But  shoilld  a  king  of  Great  Britain  ^mand  of  his 
parliament  the  rescision  of  any  vote  «they  had  ppssed»  of 
forbid  them  to  petition  the  throne,  on  pain  of  ^ii9tolu$iomi 
and  actually  dissdve  them  accordinglyv  I  humbly  conceive 
die  minister  who  advised  it  would  run  some  hazard  of  4Ben- 
sure  at  least,  for  dius  using  the  prerogative- to  the  violation  of 
commofi  fighij  and  breach  of  the-  constitution.  The  Ameri- 
can assembly  have  no  means  of  impeaching  auch  a  minister ; 
but  there  is  an  assembly,  the  patliament  of  England,  that 
have  diat  pover,  and  in  a  former  instance  exercised  it  wdl, 
by  impeaching  a  great  man  (Lord  Clarendon)  for  hawg 
(though  in  one  instance  only)  endeasortd  to  iniroik/cc  arbh 
trary  government  into  tie  colonies* 

The  effect  this  operaUon  of  the  American  secretary  .had 
in  America,  was  not  a  preveotioo  of  those. petitions jis  be 
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mtsndedi  but  a  despiiir  ia  the  people  of  lily 'mioMi^lMft 
thoDi  since  tbej  coald  not  pass  to -the  thrane  but  tbiMl|j|p 
the  bands  of  one  v^ho  showed  himself  so^axcremely  i 
the  eopsteoce  of  them,  llieace  arose  the  design  of 
iQg  die  British  merchants  and  mannfiictnrers  in:lhe  ( 
their  petitions,  by  agreements  not  to  import  genils'*fnilt 
Great  Britain  till  their  grievances  were  redressed, 
resentment  occasioned  these -agreements  to  be  more  | 
entered  into,  and  the  sending  troops  to  Boston,  «vriMyu{)lM|||- 
insulted  the  assembly'  and  townsmen,  insteadiof* 
into  a  compliance  with. his  measmses^  served  only  to  ( 
ate  and  sour  the  minds  of  people  throughout  the'«ealiBed# 
make  frugality  fiuhionable^when  the  consumptioo  ef 'iBlfiB» 
goods  was  the  question,  and  detemune  the  inhabitaMi'*^ 
exert  every  nerve  in  establishing  manuftctures  n/tmag  ihfmii ' 
selves.  .  '-"  '^  -^^^ 

Boston  having  grievously  offended  his  loidshtp,  -bf  thnr.Mia 
fractory  spirit  they  bad  shown  in  re^^hoosing  those  i 
tives^  whom  he  esteemed  the  leaders  of  the  oppositiOB 
hp  resolved  to  punish  that  town  by  removing  the  i 
from  thence  to  Cambridge,  a  country-place  about  1 
distant.  Here  too  his  lordshipV  English  and  Irisb^ 
seem  to  have  misled  him.  Removiay  a  pailiamentl  frmv 
London  to  Dublin,  where  so  many  of  the  inhabitsntasa^ 
supported  by  the  expense  of  aucb  a  mimber  of  weiikhyilmntaa 
and  commoners,  and  have  a  dependanoe-on  that  suppoit^ alii|^ 
be  a  .considerable  prejudice  to  a  citjy  de|HVved  of  lanafendp^i 
vantaga;  but  ihe  removal  of  the  assembly^  consisling^xif^ 
frugal,  honest  farmers,  from  Boston,  could*  oidy  affect  )lftiri 

»  fwm.  *  -.i^»*    3ii* 

'  Tnejr  mounted  a  numerous  guard  daily  round  the  paifiaraent 
hottse^  widi  drums  beathig  aiifl  fifes  playing  while  the  iiieibters^'9we  ^ 
in  thflk  debM^  and  badoumon  pbnted  and  peoited  attMW^ 
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Hiteffest  of  a  few  poor  widows,  who  keep  lodgidgflioiiws 
■Ihere.  Whatever  numufiicturef  the  members  might  wuit, 
were  still  purchased  at  Boston.  They  themselves  indeed 
auffered  some  inconveiiieiicep  in  being  perhaps  less  oommo* 
diously  lodged,  :aiid  being  at  a  distance  from  the  records  J 
but  this  and  the  keeping  them  before  so  long  prasogued^ 
when  the  public  affairs  required  dieir  meeting,  couU  aefer 
reconcile  them  to.  mimsterial.  measures,  it  could  senre  onlylo 
put  them  more  out  of  humor  with  Britain  and  its  govemmenf 
so  wantonly  exercised,  and  to  so  little  purpose.  Ignonmoe 
alone  of  the  true  state  of  that  country,  can  excuse  (if  it  may 
be  excused)  these  frivolous  proceedings. 

To  h^ve  good  ends  in  view;  and  to  use  proper  mtam  to 
obtain  them,  shows  the  minister  to  be  both  good  and  m%e. 
To  pursue  good  ends  by  improper^  means,  argues  him,  though 
good,  to  be  but  weak.  To  pursue  bad  ends  by  art/id  medns, 
shows  him  to  be  wicked  though  able*  But  when  kin  ends 
wn^bad,  and  the  means  he  uses  improper  to  obtain;  these 
^nds,  what  shall  we  say  of  such  a  minister  i  Every  step 
taken  for  some  time  past inour  treatment  of  America,  the 
suspending  their  legulative  powers,  for  not  making  laws  by 
direction  hence ;  the  oountenancitig  their  adversaries  by 
rewards  and  pensions,  paid  out  of  the  revenues  extorted  from 
them  by  lawsito  which  they  have  not  given  their  assent;  the 
sending  over  a  aet  of  rasb  indiscreet  commissionerB  to  ecdlect 
that  revenue,  who,  by  insolence  of  behavior,  harusii^  coin- 
merce,  and  perpetually  accusing  the  good  people  (out  of 
whose  substance  they  are  supported)  to  government  here,  as 
rebeb  and  traitors,  have  made  themselves  universally  odious 
there,  but  hei)o  are  caressed  and  encouraged ;  together  with 
the  arbitrary  dissolution  of  assemblies,  and  the  quartering 
troops  among  the  people,  to  menace  end  insult  them ;  all 
these  steps,  if  intended  to  provoke  them  to  rebellion.that  we 
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night  takftOairlMtt  Mid  cxinfit^  thcif  eiCstes,  «re  |m^. 
mwni  to  obun  m  bad  end^  bat  if  Ikmf  are  Jntended  tr»  cdl|ii< 
cilwia  the  Amerieain  to  ourgovenmiiiit^reefeoreaar  < 
with  tbemy  and  iecim  the  frienddiip  and 
their  growing  etwngtb^  wealth,  and  power,  maj  in  •  Mpi 
yeani^  render  extremdy  valuable  to  aS|  can  «i]r  things  be  coBlif 
ceived  more  injudiciooty  more  absurd  f  His  timlihiyiMbpl 
have  in  general  a  good  imderfttanding ;  hit  fiieods  njTi>liat  - 
but  in  the  political  pait  of  it  there  must  sorely  be 
twitt,  some  extreme  Miquiiy^  '  -  ^* 

A  well'Wuher  to  the  king  and  all  hit  i 


To  TUB  Pbimt^b  or  tbb  Public  Advbbt^i^, 
Sib,  ■■■■t'H"^ 

Yonr  comapondent  Britanmcns  inveigha'mdlBdy; 
agamiit  Dr.  Frtnklin,  for  his  ingratitude  to  the  ministiy  oTttalri 
nation,  wlio  hare  conferred  upon  him  so  ananj  favora*'  "Thsf  £? 
ga?e  him  the  p6st-office  6f  America;  fhej  mfcdehia^aotfllf 
governor  ;  nnd  they  oflfelrcd  hiita  a  post  of  five  hundred  a-yetf ' 
in  the  saltoflice,  if  he  would  relhiquish  the  interests  ef  Ui  : 
country ;  but  he  has  had  the  wickedness  to  continne  trae  ta4^ 
and  is  as  much  aki  American  as  ever.    As  it  is  a  settled  jpiAi^^ 
in  government  here,  that  every  man  has  his  price^  it  is  pUSi 
they  are  bunglers  in  their  boritiess^  and  have  not  given- Uftt^i 
enough.    Their  master  has  as  much  reason  to  be  angiy  widi  ' 
them,  as  Rodrigtte  in  the  play,  vrith  his  apodtecary,  fer  Mtfft 
eifectually  poisoning  Pandeipho,^  and  tiMy  must  prsMbty 
make  :use  of  the  apothecafty^  justiftcatiott,  vn. 

ScuNE  iv.---RoDBiotm^.F&Lii|  thoiApolheciUiy.    a, 
Redrigue.  You  promised  to^have  this  Pandolpho  npell Ids'*  - 
bier;in  less  than  a  week ;  'tis  more  than  a  month  sidb^'  «ncP 
he  still  walks  and  starea  me  in  the  face.  ii .  -     •  -  ^ 
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Felli  TVue;ifiiiai3N^i3lHive4oiietn5tbe8leiid«teon:i  Ja 
varioua  ways  I  ^bw  gif tn  the  niscreant  as  much  pobosvJhs 
woaU  have  killed.an  elephanL  He  has  swallowed  doiealMr 
dose ;— far  from  hmting  hiiiiy  he  seems,  the  hetter  for  it«  Hia 
hath  a  wonderfully  strong  cotistilutioa.  .1  fiod  I  catmM  fcitt 
him  but  by  cutting  his  throati  and  that,  as  Itake it,  is notmy 


Rodrigiu.  Then  it  must  be  mitie« 


To  THE  Printer  of  the  Pyvxac  Ai^vEBTxaERt  . 

SlH,   : 

Nothing  can  equal  the  present  rage  of  our  nuninte- 
rial  writers  against  our  brethren  in  America^  t^o  have  the 
misfortune  to  be  whigs  in  a  reign  when  vAigg^m  is  out  of 
fashion,  who  are  besides  protestaot  disaenterswid  lovers  of 
4ifaerty«  One  may  easily  see  from  what  quarter  comes  Hm 
abuse  of  those  peoj^le  in  the  papers ;  their  struggle  for  their 
lii^ls  is  called  rebellion,  and  the  people  rebels  ;  While 
those  who  really  rebelled  an  Scotland  (1745)  for  the  expul- 
sion <>f  the  present  reig;BiBg  finailyy  and  the  establishtnent  of 
popery  and  arbitrary  power  on  the  ruins  ^liberty  and  pro- 
testantism^  who  entered  Eo^and,  and  knarched  on  as  f  sr  as 
•Deit»y>  to  the  astonishment  of  ttiis  great  city>  and  shaking  the 
pafcUc  credit  of  Ans  nation ;  have  now  all  their  sins  for^ven 
on  account  0f  their  modish  prinoqileB|  and  are  called  boI 
rAcls,  but  by  the  softer  appelhtioii  eif  insurgents!  These 
angry  writers  use  their  utmost  efibrts  to  persuade  us  that  diis 
war  with  the  cblonies  (for  a  wlur  it  will  be)  is  a  national  canse^ 
when  in  fact  it  is  merely  a  ministerial  one.  Administration 
wants  an  American  revenue  to  dissipate  in  corruption.  -  Tlie 
quarrd  is  about  a  paltry  three*peiiny  duty  on  tea.  Thet&is 
no  real  clashing  of  interests  between  Bntain  and  America^ 
Tlieir  commerce  is  to  thek  mutual  advaBtage^  or  father  most 
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IQ  de  adftntege  of  Britain,  whidi.  teb  Bvaat  i 
ABMaricB  £or  its  mtnttfactiircs ;  od  a$  good  poyy  I^  i 
vfinom  knowkdgey  at  in  ony  countrj  aha^  trades  t«i^  i 
lace  of  the  globe.    But  the  fact  needs  not  my  i 
speaks  for  itsdf— for  if  we  could  elsewhere  get  bettaivpmipl 
iMrtter  prices,  we  should  not  send  our  goods  to-AqieiiHli^tb 

The  gross  calumniators  of  that  people,  who 
imbrue  our  hands  in  brothers'  blood,  have- 
tell  the  world  that  die  Americans  associated  in  \ 
not  to  pay  us  what  they  owed  us  unless  wei 
stamp  act  This  is  an  infamous  falsbboob  : 
it  to  be  such.  Icalluponthemcendiaiies  who] 
it  tp  produce  their  proofs.  Let  them  name  muj^iUf^i 
eatered  into  such  an  association,  or  any  one  that  i 
a  declaration*  Absurdity  marks  the  votj.hemot 
Every  one  acquainted  with  trade  knows,  that  a^cMfitad^] 
chant  daring  to  be  .concerned  in  such  asj 
never  expect  to  be  justed  again.  His.cbaiBClertf 
exGhaiq;e  of  London  would  beiouioed  f<wrever«  Th(B4PMk 
credit  given  them  since  that  time^  nay  the  presenl-dahtrflii 
from  them  is  itself  a  proof  pf  the  confidence  we  baira  « 
probity*  Another  villainous  falsehood  advaswed  j 
Americans  is,  that  thoi^  we  have  bosis  at  juch  eaprnat^H 
pr«ftecting  them,  they  lefiiee  to  oontribute  their  part  tmtMt 
public  general  expense  of  the  empire*:  Tba&ctis,  thtfUAqp 
never  did  rrfmse  a  reqmeition  of  tkai  kud*  A  ^ 
calls  himself  SetgiitoriuM  (I  enppoee  ftmn  hiS'l 
like  Solomon's  fod,  firebnoMlB,  invtNN^  mid  dBath>in-4Ml 
Ledger  of  March  9di,  asserts  that  tfao  ^  EipeiimeBt  has  kmot 
tried,  aod  that  they  did  not  tfahdL  it  expedient  to  \ 
aa  JWwer.''  How  doea  be  prove  tUs  i  Why, 
^not%.w«e  told  bgr-Mr.  GnaviUo,  drntni 
requirad  IrasB  theaa  to  4 
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Btft'WM  Ab  ftqwMom  «m  made?  Were  circnllM*  fctten 
^mt  seHt  kj  Us  naycsty**  tiommand  from  the  eccrttJBy4fcf 
«lBli  to  the  ievera)  coking  govermucatg^  aecerding  Uf  Ite 
'Ortdblialied  cmtoa^  stating  the  occasiM  wmA  reqairing  sadb 
e^ipKes  as  ^veie  aaiCabb  to  flieirabilities  aodt  fojatejii  ?  AmI 
diiltkeythenrs(il■eaMoalJrcolnpliaBce^taDaMwel^  m^ 
aad  natter;  agents  are  aot  tke  chanoel  Aroag^  whicb  raqui* 
akioBS  am  oMde**  K  Aef  wese  toM'bjp  Mr«  Grenville  tlait 
^arrerenueapoii/il  iriaqwpsd;'  and  yet  tbeookwies  aaade  9m 
offer^  no  gtab^  nor  hid  anj  tax/'  does  it  fbllaivir  iktymaM^ 
not  have  done*  it  if  tkey  bad  been  reqmred?  Probdily  tiisf 
tlMagfat  it  time  cnoogb  ^uliea  tliers^sijtffjofi  shoukl  coai^  and 
in  fret  it'oover  app^red  there  to  thia  day.  ImfaehatwarA^ 
aH  gaveso  liberaUgr,  that  we  -thoaght  awsclfes  bound  in kaiMr 
toretum  them  a  million.  But  we  aiedisgnitedwidi  their  fteo 
gifts;  we  want  to  have  sometbingtbat  is  obtained  bj  fioacajlSr^ 
n-mad  landlosd  who  ihonld  refuse  the  viiHin|^pa,j«ieflt  of  Us 
Ml  taits,  and  chooser  take  lasa  b]r  way  of  r obberjr* 

This!  shaasctes  writer  wiuU  eigole  tbte  iieople  of  Bnglaad 
with  tho  ftnej  of  their  being  kings  of<  Atteriea/  and' that  tfatir 
honor  ia  at  slska  by  tffe<  Amerieana  deputing  rteJr  go^sm^ 
ment  He thmsts na into  die  direnn cheek-by-fole  withm^ 
jmiyV'  and  vrauld  have  ua  takk  an  be  writes^  of  omr  aulgeet»in 
America,  and  onr  annaffv^nftf  WBarAmaiiea  r  forgetting  ftafr 
tfan  Anaerkana  aas  sub>eli  nfithe  Ung^  not  onr  anlgeols^^ 
ImtowrfMom^nAfwdsi  and  that  tfaeyt  bavo  parliaBBnDts>  of- 
tbanr  own^  vritb  the  right  of  pnnting  tfaatf  own  monojp  hyr 
tiieir  own  rsprasentalivei^  whssk  we  oannot  deprive  them-o^ 
but  bj  mlanee  andiDJusticni. 

iluvjug^  hf  a  aariss  of  iniqiiitonr  and  irritating  msasuraa^ 
provoked  a  logral  people  almost  to  desperation^  we  now  nmg^ 
vify  every  act  oC  an  Ameiioan  mob  into  SBBSixioWrtbouglb 
the  govermnent  fliere  dimpprove  it  and  onfarpwiattitinn>  as 

▼OL.  T.  £  c 
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if  now  the  case  with  regard  to  the  tea  deatrojedd — And'we 
talk  of  nothing  but  troops  and  fleets,  and  force,  of  blockiBp 
op  ports,  destroying  fisheries,  aboKshing  charters,  taf:  Sec? 
Here  mobs  of  English  sawyers  can  bum  saw-milis; 
English,  laborers  destroy  or  plunder  magannes  of  com  ; 
of  English  coal«beavers  attack  houses  with  6re-ami8 ; 
smugglers  can  fight  regularly  the  king's  cmising^ 
them  ashore  and  bum  tbem^  as  lately  on  the  coast  of: 
and  on  the  coast  ot  Comwall ;  but  upon  these  acconalf  Npb 
hear  no  talk  of  England's  being  in  rebellion ;  w>  i 
taking  away  its  Magna  Charta,  or  repealing  its  Bill  < 
for  we  well  know  that  the  operations  of  a  oiob  aae  oAeni-.i 
expected,  sudden  and  soon  over,  so  that  the  civil 
seldom  prevent  or  suppress  tfaem,  not  being  able  to  i 
before  they  have  dispersed  themselves :  and  diesefen'it  J 
always  accountable  for  their  mischiefs.  ..ikcfr 

Surely  the  great  commerce  of  this  nation  with  the*, 
cans  is  of  too  much  importance  to  be  risked  in  a  quarrel  \ 
has  no  foundation  but  ministerial  ^que  and  obstinacy !   -j-  f-x^ 

To  us  in  the  way  of  trade  comes  now,  and  has  long  onIm^ 
all  the  super-lucration  arising  from  their  labora.  Bnttflail 
our  reviling  them  as  cheato,  hypocrites,  scoundrels,  liaifiiiji 
cowards,  tyrants.  Sec.  &c.  according  to  the  present 
mode  in  all  our  papers,  make  them  more  our  frienda^ 
fond  of  our  merchandise  i  Did  ever  any  tradesman  i 
who  attempted  to  drub  customers  into  his  diop  I  AMidnMi 
honest  John  Bull  the  farmer,  be  long  satisfied 'wMh'setf^ 
vanis  that  before  his  face  attempt  to  kill  his phughtoneif 

(Signed)  .      A  LoHBOiuja/ ;' 

a 

*  This  and  the  preceding  papers,  addressed  to  the  Printer  qftkePk^ 
iic  Advertiser,  were  undoubtedly  written  by  Dr.  Franklin,  aMdt^BUl 
time  of  his  depsiriure  from  England ;  though  their  predse  dttefliaf^ 
not  bean  ascertained*  *•'**'   "*• 
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To  Dr.  Priestley. 

■.i  ■ 
t 

State  of  America  on  Dr.  Franklin's  arrival  there^ 

Dear  Friend,  PhiladelphiafMay  16,1775;^ 

You  will  have  heard  before  thu  reaches  you; 
of  a  march  stolen  by  the  regulars  into  the  country  by  nighty  and 
of  their  expediiion  back  again.  They  retreatedtwenty  mika 
10  six  hours. 

The  governor  had  called  the  assembly  to  propose  Lord 
North's  pacific  plan,  but,  before  the  time  of  their  meetings 
began  cuttii^  of  throats.  You  know  it  was  said  he  carried 
the  sword  in  one  band^  and  die  olive  branch  in  the  other ;  aad 
it  seems  he  chose  to  give  them  a  taste  of  the  sword  first. 

He  is  doubting  his  fortifications  at  Boston,  and  hopes  to 
tecure  his  troops  till  succor  arrives.  •  The  place  indeed  is 
naturally  so  defensible,  that  I  think  them  in  no  danger. 

All  America  is  exasperated  by  his  conduct,  and  more  firmly 
united  than  ever.  The  breach  between  the  two  countries  is 
grown  wider,  and  in  dangif  of  becommg  irreparable. 

1  had  a  passage  of  six  weeks,  the  weadier  constantly  so 
moderate  that  a  London  wherry  in%ht  have  accompanied  us 
all  the  way.  I  got  home  in  the  evening,  and  the  next  mona* 
Idg  was  unanimously  chosen,  by  the  assembly  of  Pennsylvanit^ 
a  -delegate  to  the  congress  now  sitting. 
'  In  coming  over,  I  made  a  valuable  philosophical  discoveiy/ 
which  I  shall  communidite  to  you  when  I  can  get  alitde  time* 
At  present  am  extremely  hurried. 

Yours  most  affectionately^  B.  Franklin* 

'  This  is  supposed  to  refer  to  Experunents  made  with  theThermo- 
meter  on  the  Waters  of  the  Ocean,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  b^g  ^lore 
or  less  in  the  Gulph  Stream— or  approaching  the  Coast.— (See  Writ- 
ixGSy  Part  iv.  Poperi  on  PKilo9opkieal  Sn^ecti,) 
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To  Dr.  Joseph  Priestlkt^  ivt  Enoland. 

Conciliatum  bopeless  from  the  conduct  of  GretU  Brihfin  If 
America. 

DcAft  Fribnp,  Philadelphia,  July 7, 177^^.^, 

The  €x>ugre88  met  at  a  time  when  nTI")pq)w|^ 
were  so  exasperated  by  the  perfidy  of  Geaeral  Gage^  vuM'M 
attack  oil  the  country  people,  that  propositions  for  9ttei||g(ti)|^ 
an  accommodation  were  not  much  relished ;  and  it  baq  hMI. 
with  difficulty  that  we  have  carried  aaother  humble  fitilyiP 
to  the  crown,  to  give  Britain  one  more  chance,  one  oppQdlKs 
nity  more  of  recovering  tha  friendahip  of  tbe  colonifa^  W^Bb 
however  I  think  she  has  not  sense  enough  to  eo^iracey  ai|dts(| 
I  conclude  she  has  lost  them  for  ever.  .r    ^^ 

She  has  begun  to  bum  our  sea-port  towns ;  wun,  l^ll|2;^ 
pose,  we  shall  never  be  able  to  return  the  outrage  m  klf^^ 
She  may  doubtless  destroy  them  all ;  but  if  shq  wishf^lfir 
recover  our  commerce,  are  these  the  probable  mqoD^?  Sjhs^ 
must  certainly  be  distracted;  for  i)o  tradesman  out  of  Biedl^Rl. 
ever  thought  of  increasing  the  number  of  his  customcira .  b^ 
knocking  them  on  the  head ;  or  of  enabling  them  to  piy^  4mpl 
debts  by  burning  their  houses. 

If  she  wishes  to  have  us  subjects,  and  that  we  should  8u||| 
mit  to  her  as  our  compound  sovereign,  she  is  now  g^vii^|[jUL 
such  miserable  specimens  of  her  govemm^t^  that  w^  f^fi^ 
ever  dotest  and  avoid  it,  as  a  complication  of  robbe r]ij^ipi|iDJ|||^ 
famine,  fire,  and  pestilence. 

You  will  have  heard,  before  thiff  reaches  you^  of  die  trea? 
cherous  conduct  of  General  Gage  to  the  remaining  people  jp  - 
Boston,  in  detaining  their  goods,  after  stipulating  to  let  tb^ 
g9  out  with  their  effects^  on  pretence  that  merchaQt9|.g;|^(l9J|. 
wart  DQt  effacU;  the  defeat  of  ft  great  body  of  bin  tWWilliK 
the  countiy  people  at  Lexington;  soom other* saiitt m1v«»» 
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lages  gained  in  skirmishes  with  their  troops ;  and  the  action 
at  Bunker's  HiU,  in  which  they  were  twice  repulsed,  and  the 
third  time  gained  a  dear  victory.  Enough  has  happened,  one 
would  think,  to  convince  your  mmisters,  that  the  Americans 
will  fight,  and  that  this  is  a  harder  nut  to  crack  than  they 
imagined. 

We  have  not  yet  applied  to  any  foreign  power  for  assistance, 
nor  otfered  our  commerce  for  their  friendtihip.  Perhaps  we 
never  may :  yet  it  is  natural  to  think  of  it,  if  we  are  pressed. 

We  have  now  an  army  on  the  establishment,  which  still 
holds  yours  besieged. 

My  time  was  never  more  fully  employed.  Id  the  momii|^ 
at  six,  [  am  at  the  committee  of  safety^  appointed  by  the^ 
assembly  to  put  the  province  in  a  state  of  defence ;  wfaicli 
committee  holds  till  near  nine,  when  I  am  at  the  congress^ 
and  that  sits  till  after  four  in  the  afternoon.  Both  these  bodiet 
proceed  with  the  greatest  unanimity,  and  their  meetings  are 
well  attended.  It  will  scarce  be  credited  in  Britmn,  that  mea 
can  be  as  diligent  with  us  from  zeal  for  the  public  good,  aa 
with  you  for  thousands  per  annum.  Sadi  is  the  differeiic#> 
between  uncorrupled  new  states,  and  corrupted  old  ones. 

Great  frugality  and  great  industry  are  now  become  fashioD- 
aUe  here :  gentlemen,  who  used  to  entertain  with  two  or 
tliree  courses,  pride  "diemselves  now  in  treatii^  with  simple 
beef  and  pudding.  By  these  means,  and  the  stoppage  of  our . 
consumptive  trade  with  Britain,  we  shall  be  better  able  to. 
pay  our  voluntary  taxes  for  the  support  of  our  troops.  Our 
savings  in  the  article  of  trade  amount  lo  near  five  .million  iter* 
ling  per  annum. 

I  shall  comittuDicale  your  letter  to  Mr.^^tlioip;  but  At 
cfemp  is  at  Cambridge,  and  be  ha%  as  little  leisure  for  ptiilo- 
sopby  as  myself. 

Believe  me  ever,  Sec.  B.  Fa  a  n  k  li  n. 
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To  Dr.  Joseph  Priestley. 

Account  of  thejirst  campaign  made  hy  the  British  forces  im 

America. 

Dear  Sir^  Phi/adelphia,  Oct.  3,  1775. 

I  am  to  set  out  to-morrow  for  the  camp/  and 
having  but  just  heard  of  this  opportuuity^  can  only  Flifift^ 
line  to  say  that  I  am  well  and  hearty.  Tell  our  dear  good 
friend^  Dr.  Price^  who  sometimes  has  his  doubts  and  despoil- 
dencies  about  our  firmness,  that  America  is  determiuediVfd 
unanimous;  a  very  few  tories  and  placemen  excepted^  yjr^ 
will  probably  soon  export  themselves,  Britain^  at  the  exff^^i^' 
of  three  millions,  has  killed  one  hundred  and  fifty  Yankees 
this  campaign  ;  which  is  20,000l.  a-head ;  and  at  Bunkers 
mil  she  gained  a  mile  of  ground^  half  of  which  she  loaf  Bg^Sn 
by  our  taking  post  on  Ploughed  Hill.  During  the  sametiiiia 
sixty  thousand  children  have  been  bora  in  America.  ^  iJ^iOBft 
these  data  his  mathematical  head  will  easily  calculate  the  jt^pte 
and  expense  necessary  to  kill  us  all,  and  conquer  our  whqle 
territory.  My  sincere  respects  to  *  ^,  and  to  the  clult^f 
honest  wbigs  at  *  *•  Adieu.  I  am  ever  yours  most  affjS^ 
tionately,  B.  Franklin« 


'  Dr.  Franklin,  Colonel  Harrison,  and  Mr.  Lynch,  were  at  this  ^jga 
appointed  by  congress  (of  which  they  were  members)  to  confef'an 
certain  subjects  with  General  Washington.  The  American  army  ^aa 
then  employed  in  blocking  up  General  Howe  in  Boston ;  and  itiwaa 
during  this  visit,  that  General  Washington  communicated  thfi  follow- 
ing memorable  anecdote  to  Dr.  Franklin ;  viz.  **  that  there  had  bfoen 
a  time,  when  his  army  bad  been  so  destitute  of  military  stores,  as  not* 
to  have  powder  enough  in  all  its  magazines,  to  fitrnish  more  tiipia 
five  rounds  per  man  for  their  small  arms.*"  Artillery  were  out  bf^flia 
question ;  they  were  fired  now  and  then  only  to  show  that  lfa«7nSad, 
them.  Yet  this  secret  was  kept  with  so  much  address  and  goad  ooniw 
tenaocelrMn  both  armies^  that  General  Washington  wi^^aabbd  eftt^' 
tually  to  continue  the  blockade. 
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To  David  Hartley,  Esq. 
Situation  of  affairs  between  Great  Britain  and  Jmtrica. 

Dear  Sib,.  Philadelphia,  Qa.  3,  1775. 

I  wish  as  ardently  as  you  can  do  for  peace,  and 
should  rejoice  exceedingly  in  co-operating  with  you  to  that 
end.  But  every  ship  from  Britain  brings  some  intellig^ce 
of  new  measures  that  tend  more  and  more  to  exasperate,  iemd^ 
it  seems  to  me  that,  unti(  you  have  found  by  dear  experience 
the  reducing  us  by  force  impracticable,  you  wilt  think  of 
nothing  fair  and  reasonable. 

We  have  as  yet  resolve*  only  on  defensive  measures.  If 
you  would  recal  your  forces  and  stay  at  home,  we  should 
meditate  nothing  to  injure  you,  A  little  time  so  given  for 
cooling  on  both  sides,  would  ha^e  excellent  efleeti.  Biit 
yoii  will  goad  and  provolce  us.  You  despise  us  too  much — 
and  you  are  insensible  of  the  Italian  adage,  that  there  i^  no 
Kttle  enemy.  I  am  persuaded  that  the  body  of  the'  British 
people  are  our  friends,  but  they  are  changeable,  and  by  your 
lying  gazettes  may  soon  be  made  our  enemies.  Obr  respiifet 
for  them  will  proportionably  diminish,  and  I  see  cleaitjr'li^ 
are  on  the  high  road  to  mutual  family  hatred  and  deteSafion. 
A  separation  of  course  will  be  inevitable.  'Tis  a  miUion  of 
pities  so  ftEur  a  plan  as  we  have-hitherto  been  engaged-  in  for 
increasing  strength  and  empire  with  public  felicity,  slumld 
-  be  destroyed  by  the  mangling  hands  of  a  few  bhindferikig 
ministers.  It  will  not  Be  destroyed  ;  God  will  protect  and 
prosper  it,  you  will  only  exclude  yourselves  from  any  share 
in  it.  We  hear  that  more  ships-  antl  troops  are  coming  out. 
.We  know  thai  you  may  do  us  a  great  deal  6f  mischief,,  and 
-are  determined  to  bear  il  patiently  a»  long  as  we  can.  JBut 
'  if  ^you- flatter  yoiuselves  irilh  1>eatmg  ua  ratO'SobmittAon^'you 
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know  neither  the  people  nor  the  country.  The  eoogr^es.iiv. 
8tiU  sittings  and  will  wait  the  result  of  thw  last  petiri— < 
Yoon,  &c  B«  FjftAMKLiJCt*;.  ^' 

To    M;    DUMAS^  in   HoLLAVD.         ...   ..S3ii> 

Urging  him  to  sound  the  several  courts  of  Europe,  by  numm 
of  their  ambassadors  at  the  Hague,  as  to  any  a'lrfrfflwwr 

they  may  he  disposed  to  afford  America  in  her  strmmt 

y.     •  J        »  .        • /J^w^ 

or  tndependence. 

Pear  Sir,  Philadelphioy  Dec.  a  17M.  it«# 

I  received  your  several  Cavort  of  May  lBp% 
S0»  and  July  8,  by  Metars.  VaiHant  and  Pochard ;  vli 
I  could  serve  upon  your  recommendation,  it  would  ^ipte,: 
gre^t  pleasure*  Their  total  want  of  Ei^glish  it  at  prawt 
obstruction  to  dieir  getting  moy  employment  among  na; 
I  hope  they  will  soon  obtain  some  knowledge  of  it  This  mk 
a  good  country  for  artificers  or  farmers,  but  gentbmen.iiife 
mere  science  iu  les  belies  lettres  cannot  so  easily  aubatst  |iai%J 
there  being  little  demand  for  their  assistance  among  a»  kk^tk 
dustrious  people,  who,  as  yetj  have  not  much  leismnn  if^ 
aUM&es  of  that  kind.  ,  ;ii:  ^i 

I  am  much  obliged  by  the  kind  present  yon  have  nadn  4W 
of  your  edition  of  FatteL  It  came  to  us  in  good  i 
when  the  circumstances  of  a  rising  atate  make  it 
frequently  to  consult  the  law  of  nations.  According^ .ihpi» 
copy  which  I  kept  (after  depositing  one  in  our  own 
library  here^  and  sending  the  other  to  the  college  of 
chttsetta  Bay,  as  you  directed)  has  been  continually  in  tlwilf. 
hands  of  the  members  of  our  congiess,  now  utting,  who.ngpi. 
much  pleased  with  yodr  notes  and  preface,  and  havawMptMi 
^wed  a  high  and  just  esteem  for  their  author.  Yonii^mmn. 
script  ^ Hit  surlegwvtmemmtet  la  flouts/*  isalsowtfl. 
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ymef  for  die  other  HuUer  pieces^  wbkh  aocompuiitd  VatliL 
''  Xe  court  expom  ie  €e  qtd  fest  paid  entre  la  cout  Br»  M 
ks  colonies^'*  Sec.  being  a  very  conciBe  and  ckar  statement^ 
facts,  will  be  fepaoted  here  for  Ab  «ie  of  our^Hew  friends  in 
Canada.  The  translattoBs  <^  llie  proceedings  of  o«r.  coojjMaifr. 
are  very  acceptable.  I  send  you  herewith  what  oi  them,  laa 
bew  further  pnblished  here^  together  with  a  few  aewqimpcs^ 
cofltainii^  accounts  of  some  of  the  successes  Providence  him 
favored  us  with.  We  are  threatened  from  £agUuid  with  a 
very  powerful  fotaoe,  to  oome  aezt  year  against  us*  -We  an 
nakii^  all  the  pvovisioo  in  our  power  here  to  oppose  that 
force,  and  we  hope  we  shall  be  able  lo  defead  ounselves* 
But,  as  the  events  of  war  are  always  unceitab,  possiUy^- 
after  another  campaign,  we  OMiy  find  it  aecessaty  to  aik  Ml 
of  some  foreign  power.  .  It  i;ives  tts  gnsat  pkasuM  telltaoi 
6om  youp  that  toui^  t Europe  mom  mmkaiU  It  pirn  hmHw 
m§ecit  pour  U  mainlion  de  no§  Ubertis*  But  we  wUi  2t9 
knoiWp  whether  aogr  one  of  ibemy  from  priaciples  of  bnmaailjNi 
iS'disposed  magnaoinsoasLy  Ho  step  ia  for  the  relief 'af<ia 
oppressed  people,  or  whether,  i^  as  it  secois  Ubclyvta 
happen,  we  should  be  obliged  to  break  aff  dl  connsaiei- 
with  Britaia,  and  -declare  ooraslves  aa  ladspeiideDt  pea|^ 
theiieia  any  state  or  power  ia  Europe  who  would  be  wilKng 
to  enter  into  an  aUiaooewilh  as  for  the  btarft  of  our  cent*' 
me^ce,  which  amounted,  befoie  the  war,  to  aear  eevea  MAt 
lieas  sterliag  per  aMiam,ead  aaist  contatorily  iacrease>  iS 
our  people  increase  most  rapidly.  CoBfidiag,'my  dear 
friend,  in  your  good^wiil  to  as  and  to  our  cause,  and  in  fofttt 
sagacity  and  abilities  lor  buaiaess,  tbecomnuttee  of  coagsaa^ 
appointed  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  and  ooadactiag  a 
conespoiidence  widi  our  fiiends  in  Eaiape^  tiL  wliieh 
kailtee  1  have  the  hoaor  to.  be  a 
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to  request  of  you  that,  as  jou  are  situated  at  the  Viuggth 
.where  ambassadors  from  all  the  courts  reside,  you  W9|||d 
make  use  of  the  opportunity  that  situation  affords-  yqiy^^ 
discovering,  if  possible,  the  disposition  of  the  several  eguiti 
with.. respect  to  such  assistance  or  alliance,  if  we  8bf||^ 
apply  for  the  one,  or  propose  the  other.  As  it  may  poaq^^ 
be.  necessary,  in  particular  instances,  that  you  sbouldy^gf^^^^ 
purpose,  confer  directly  with  some  great  ministers,  and  d^gfr 
itfaem  this  letter  as  your  credential,  we  only  reeofflmeo4.]|(,|o 
your  discretion,  that  you  proceed  therein  with  such  cpnatpgp^ 
as  to  keep  the  same  from  the  knowledge  of  the  RpglfgPt 
ambassador,  and  prevent  any  public  appearance  at  jmif^ 
A>f  your  being  employed  in  any  such  business^  a»  thereby,.  fF6 
imagine,  many  inconveniences  may  be  avoided^  and 
means  of  rendering  us  service  increased. 
.  ^rbat  you  may  be  better  able  to  answer  some 
which  will  probably  be  put  to  you,  eoneeming  our 
situation,  we  inform  you — that  the  wh^le  continent,  ift.  wy 
£rmly  united — the  party  for  the  measures  of  the  Britiab 
ministiy  being  very  small,  and  much  dispersed — th^  w« 
have  had  on  foot,  the  last  campaign,  an  army  of  near  tweql^ 
five  thousand  men,  wherewith  we  have  been  aUe  not  oa^[/|» 
))lock  up  the  king's  army  in  Boston,  but  to  spare  considjqp^ 
able  detachments  for  the  invasion  of  Canada,  where  we  buift 
4net  with  great  success,  as  the  printed  papers  sent  here^fj^ 
wiU  inform  you,  and  have  now  reason  to  expect  the  wj|pfd# 
province  may  be  soon  in  our  possession — that  we  purpoye 
greatly  to  increase  our  force  for  the  ensuing  year;  .i^ 
thereby  we  hope,  with  the  assistance  of  a  well-discipUq^ 
militia,  to  be  able  to  defend  our  coast,  notwithstanding^!^ 
gr^t  extent — that  we  have  already  a  small  8qua4ippi  of 
armed  vessels,  to  protect  our  coasting  trade,  who  h||fw,lk§d 
MfnajiicceBs  ia  taking. several  of  the  enemy's  t^iijwff^  JIgA 
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tome  of  their  transport  vessels  and  store-ships.  Tbia  little 
naval  force  we  are  about  to  augment,  and  expect  it  may^be 
more  considerable  in  the  next  summer.  -  -^ 

We  have  hitherto  applied  to  no  foreign  power.  We  Me 
using  the  utmost  industry  in  eiidelivoring  to  make  saltpetre, 
and  with  daily  increasing  success.  Our  artificers  are  also 
everywhere  busy  in  fabricating  small  arms,  casting  (iannei^ 
8cc.  yet  boih  arms  and  ammunition  are  much  wanted. '  A^ 
merchants  who  \i  ould  venture  to  send  ships  laden  with  tfaele 
articles,  might  make  great  profit;  such  is  the  demand  jb 
every  colony,  and  such  generous  prices  are  and  will  be  give*; 
of  which,  and  of  the  manner  of  conducting  such  a  ioyttge, 
the  bearer,  Mr.  Storey,  can  more  fully  inform  you:  vai 
whoever  brings  in  those  articles  is  allowed  to  carry  off  die 
value  in  provisions  to  our  West  Indies,  where  they  will  pro- 
bably fetch  a  very  high  price,  the  general  exportation  from 
North  America  being  stopped.  This  you  will  see  mdre 
particularly  in  a  printed  resolution  of  the  congress.  ' ' 

We  are  in  great  want  of  good  engineers,  and  wish  yon 
could  engagie  and  send  lis  two  able  ones,  in  time  for  the  next 
campaign,  one  acqtiainted  with  field  service,  sieges,  8cc.  add 
the  other  with  fortifying  of  sea-ports.  They  will,  if  ^A 
recommended,  be  made  very  welcome,  and  have  honorable 
appointments,  besides  the  expenses  of  thdr  voyage  hither,  In 
which  Mr.  Storey  can  also  advise  them.  As  what  ite  ndw 
request  of  you,  besides  taking  up  your  time,  mayput  yoil'lo 
some  expense,  we  send'  you  for  the  present,  enclosed,  a  bil 
for  one  hundred  pounds  sterling  to  defray  such  expenses,  aiil. 
deidre  you  to  be  assured  that  your  services  will  be  cons^ 
dered  and  iionocabiy  rewarded  by  the  congress.  '       * 

We  desire,  also,  that  you  would  take  the  trouble  bf  M- 
ceivmg'from  Arthur  Lee,  esq.  agent  for  the  cdngrieSs  in 
England^  such  letters  as  mi^be  sent  by  htm  Ho  yotir-^dui. 
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I 


and  of  furwavduig  then  to  us  iwMi  yoor  fKipufc'lilt. 
jou  have  •ecaakMi  to.  write  to  hiiii  i6  kibrni  hSmwif'W^ 
thing,  which  it  may  be  of  impuflMne  that  Mr  fiiMib 
•houU  be.  ftcquauiitod  with,  ^lease  to  sead  yiotar  klljlli  * 
Um,  under  cover,  directed  to  Mr.  Afalertiiau'Leei 


on  TewerAiU,  Londoo  ;  and  do  not  tend  it  lij  poel^*  MH^ 


traaty  ahipper^  or  other  prndant  peeioQ^  iriA' 
liver  it  with  his  own  hand.  And  when  you  acnd  to  «a^  iffttS 
have  not  a  direct  cafe  opportuai^,  we  recooHntMl'ldiBift^ 
by  way  of  St  Eustain,  to  Hiecaw  of  Meant.  Robadl'Wr 
Connliua  Stefenaon,  siefdiaBta  thepe,  who  wiH'  ftiilill# 
|Our  dispatchea  to  me.  With  ainoeio  and  grtet  eMilHltai 
Mpect,lM,air,8cc.  B^VkJ^ttintif^ 


»T  <Ad 


to  John  Hancock,  Esq.  President  or  C<9^fMf|y| 
AtcomA  of  Dr.  FrmJdirCs  tH^flg^  to  Ftami^TiUit^' 

In  thirty  days  aflnr  wo  kit  Ae^oapee  of 
ware,  we  came  to  an  anchor  in  Quberon  Bay.    li 
on  board  four  days,  expectag  a  ehangoof  Hvind  piwp«r4if 
€Urj  the  ship  into  the  river  Loire ;  but  ^  irind  aa8aril||' 
£xed  m  an  opposite  quarter,  1  ^landed  at  Anray^  andhMtf 
dflkulty  got  hither,  the  road  not  Imgf  well  ai^dNd'^Htti 
laeansof  conveynaoe.    Two  daya  faelbae  we  aa#Jalitt%V 
net  a  bogaotine  from  fiordeanr  bek^ging  to  €bile»^«li^ 
another  from  Rochefoit  behmging  to  Hnil^  b#tk  of  eMdH 
were  Uken.    The  first  biS  on  board  ota«es,^tar,  tmpMUitfi 
aodolaret:  theothw,  GcancbnttdyoadilakHmd.    flfl^^ 
is  aomi^difficully  indeteminkg  what  to  4a  wMi^tHiiSf'iili* 
lhcy;ai«aaania.Tmtliaamliq(  to  America,  end  tteJriaS>ttf»> 
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tkci  French  couit  with. regard  to  prizes  brougfat  into' theb 
pocti^ii  not  jet  knowa.  ,Il  n  certainly  contrarjrto  their 
tieetiet  incith  BrilBift  to  penait  the  sale  of  them,  and  we  be^e 
DO  regular  meaoeef  trying  wmd  coaABOieing  ttenr.  Then 
are,  hewefer,  nrnqF  here  who  would  perohaae  pmea^  wt 
heviog  already  had  several  olbm  from  petaona  who  ace  wflk 
li^gtQ  take  upon  iheoMiekea  all  ceaaeqoeBceearto  the»9ii^ 


Captain  Widm,  ae  iooii  aa  he  can  fat  Ua  reteahanenlh 
intende  a  cruiee  i»  the  channeL  Our  ftienda  in  France  hen 
heen  a  go<ii)  ded  dejected  with  the  gaaette  acoemla  of 
adwiatagea  ohtaiaed  agaiast  ue  hgr  the  Britiab  traopt.  1 
have  helped  them  here  to  recover  their  tpintf  a.  litde^  h; 
assuring' theoi  that  we  adU  face  the  enemy^  and  were  under 
BO  appreheasiona  of  their  two  armiea  being  aUe  to  ceaaplela 
their  juncftioa. 

I  andentand  Mr.  Lse  haa  kte^  baenat  Paris^  Aat  Ml. 
Oeane  ia  still  tbere^  and  that  an  underhand  supply  is  ob* 
tained  from  die  goveroaMnt^  of  two  huadred  brass  fidd 
pieces^  thirty  tboasand  firdocks>  and  seme  other  nuBtary 
storey  which  are  now  shtppiog  for  Amevicai  and  wfll  be 
<!oavoyed  by  a  ship  o$  war. 

Thaeoart  of  Englanc^  Mr.  Penet  leUs  me  (from  whonl 
have  the  abave*mteUigence)  had  the  folly  to  demand  Mn 
JDeane  to  be  delivered  np,  but  were  refused. 

Our  vejpaga  though  aot  long  waaroogb,  aad  I  feel  liiyaelf 
weakened  by  it ;  hut  I  now  recover  strength  daily^  and  in  a 
few  days  shall  be  able  to  undertake  the  journey  to  Paris.  I 
have  not  yet  tdtea  any  public  character^  thinking  it  pmdbnt 
first  to  knew  whetheathe  oourl  is  laidy  aad  willing  to  re* 
caiae  miaiataaa  iwdiHely  from,  the  eengrasa ;  that  wo  majr 
oeidievepdMurrasa  her  ^enlha^  ana  baa^  innt  auB^toaisrivai 
to  4he  hazaid  of  a  diagracffial:  Ijiiiiadtao  thteiher^  I  have 
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diipatched  an  express  to  Mr.  Deaoe,  MA  the  letters  iX^lgL 
for  him  from  the  committee  and  a  copy  of  our  coaiaiif|||q|u 
that  be  may  immediately  make  the  proper  inquiries^  '^^  jWft 
nv^  information.     In  the  mean  time,  I  findjtis;]  ^ 


sii|>po8ed  here,  that  1  am  sent  to  negociate»  and  th»ft  4>BiHM% 
appears  to  give  great  pleasure,  if  I  can  judge  by  th0.e}t9)p||^ 
dvilities  I  meet  with  from  numbers  of  the  princy»l|  -P^mIi^ 
i^bb  have  done  me  the  honor  to  visit  me.     I  have  .4m|||^ 
Mr«-Deane>  by  some  speedy  and  safe-  means,  tQi^e^JK^ 
Lee  notice  of  his  appointment      I  find  several  vespi^%|||^ 
laden  with  military  stores  for  America,  just  ready  to.mfl,;},!)!^ 
the  whole  there  is  the  greatest  prospect  that  <we  shalLjif^M)^ 
provided  for  another  campaign,  and  much  stronger  |)i|ii|  gf/L 
were  the   last.      A  Spanish  fleet  has   sailed,  wk^;«f)ig|L 
thousand  land  forces,  foot,  and  some  horse,  their  desli|i%^|^ 
not  known,  but  supposed  against  the  Portuguese  >n.:Bv^9j(il||^ 
Both  France  and  England  are  preparing  strong  fleets,  M|A  jj^ 
is  said  that  all  the  powers  of  Europe  ane  preparing  fiaCtW^ 
apprehending  a  general  one  cannot  be  very  distant.    iW)i||| 
I  arrive  at  Paris,  I  shall  be  able  to  write  with  mor^  iqm 
tainty^     I  beg  you  to  present  my  duty  to  the  congress,  .a^a 
assure  them  of  my  most  faithful  endeavors  in  their  aervico» 
With  the  sincerest  esteem  and  respect,  I  .have  the  honof  ii^ 

b6>  &C.  B.  F& A  N  KLIlf  ^ 

To  THE  Secret  Committxb  of  CoNOEBa«.^.,,]| 

Same  subject  as  the  preceding.  :^ '  i «    *  »t^ 

Gentlemen,  Nantes^  Dec.  8,  1776. 

After  a  short  but  rough  passage  of  thirty  di^ 

we  andiored  in  Quiberon  Bay,  the  vrind  not  suiting^it»<iflar 

therLoire.    Captab  Wickes  Ad  every  thing  in  bis  power  to 

»ul^  ^^  v^ogrige  confortabk  to  me}   and  iiWl^  ^'^!V% 


piirased  with  what  I  saw  of  his  conduct  as  an  ofBoei^  wbm; 
on  supposed  occasions  we  made  preparation  for  eagmgesvatu^ 
th6  good  order  and  readiness  with  which  it  was  done,  beiii|^ 
far  beyond  my  expectations^  and  I  believe  equal  to  any  thi|^^ 
of  the  kind  in  the  best  ships  of  the  king's  fleet  Be  se^mi 
to  have  also  a  very  good  set  of  officers  under  him :  I  ■hqgf^, 
they  will  all  in  good  time  be  promoted.  He  met.andtfiA 
two' prizes^  brigantinesy  one  belonging  to  Corkyt  laden  wjifh- 
staves,  pitch,  tar,  turpetitine,  and  claret ;  the  other  to  Hulii. 
widi  a  cargo  of  flax-seed  and  brandy.  'The  captains  h«v9 
made  some  propositions  of  ransom,  which,  perhaps,  .mayinpii 
accepted,  as  there  is  yet  no  means  of  condenming  them  he|% 
and  they  are  sciut;e  worth  sendk^  to  America.  The  ihipi» 
j^  in  Quiberon  Bay,  with  her  prizes.  I  came  hither  aevei^ 
miles  by  land.  I  am  made  extremely  welcome  beref .  whcM 
America  has  many  friends.  As  soon  as  I  have  recovered 
strength  enough  for  the  journey,  which  1  hope  will  be  in  a 
very  few  days,  I  shall  set  out  for  Paris.  My  letter  to  the 
president  will  inform  you  of  some  other  particulars.  With 
grieat  esteem^  I  have  the  honor  to  be^  &c. 

B.  FitANKLIH, 

p.  S.  December  10th.  I  have  just  learnt  that  ei^ty 
pieces  of  cannon,  all  brass,  with  carriages,  braces,  andeverjr 
diing  fit  for  immediate  service^  were  embarked  m  a  frigate 
from  Havre,  which  is  sailed :  the  rest  were  to  go  in  another, 
frigate  of  thirty-six  guns. 

To   THE   SAME. 

Gentlemen,  Paris,  Jan.  4, 1873'. ,  ? 

I  arrived  here,  about  two  weeka  MBoe,  iriwto  Jb 

fotted  Mr.  Deane.    Mr*  Lte  Ima  m^jmafii  m  finm  Leoff 
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don.  We  have  had  an  audience  of  the  miaister^  Com!  die 
Vd^enn^s,  and  were  reapectfoll;  received.  We  left  for  hb 
ComderatioR  a  ricetch  oF  the  proposed  treaity.  We  ar»  M 
iMt  upon  biiB  to-morrow  with  a  strong  neaanrii^  requesting 
Ike  aid»  roentibned  iq  bur  inslvuctiona.  B^r  Us  advice'  we 
hail  an  intervievp  with  the  Spanish  ambassador,  C<Mtil 
d^Arieiadia,  who  seems  well  disposed  tawatds  u^and  idtt  fbiv 
vrad  copies  of  our  memorials  to  his  coast,  which  will  ait^ 
be  ihjn,  in  perfect  concert  wilfa  this.  Their  fleeia  are  sdkl 
to' he  in  fine  order^  mamied  andfitfer  aea.  '  The  cr;  of  tiua 
Mtion  is  for  as^  bal  die  cowt/  k  it  thoti^,  viewa  an. 
approaching  vrar  with  rdnctaace.  The  pnsa  continuee  ht 
England.  As  soon  as  we  can  receive  a  posidve  annver  irtea. 
these  cowts,  we  shril  disfHtdi  an  express  wkh  it.  I  tfem^i 
gentlemen^  &c.  B.  FvAKicxiir. 

To  Jam^s  LovBiL;  Eag. 

plutroatioHs  on  commerce — Treaty  with  France — Americam 
commissioners — Anecdote  of  Lord  SUormont,  the  British 
ambasscudor  in  Paris — Spanish  galeons — English  and 
French  fleets  at  sea. 

-  (EXVRACTS*) 

Sib,  Passy,  My  9^,  \77i^ 

"I  received  your  fevor  of  May  15,  and  wai 
gW  to  find  that  mine  of  December  21  had  come  to  handl 
Mr.  Deane's  brother  writes  that  it  was  not  signed,  whicft 
llras  an  accidental  omission.  Mr.  Deane  himself  is  I  hope 
widi  you  long  before  Una  time,  and  I  doubt  not  but  every 
prejudice  against  him  b  removed.  It  was  not  alone  upon 
die  proceedings  of  congress  I  formed  my  ophaikm  that  eiich 
jprgndiGes  exieted.  I  am  glad  to  uhdentuid  that  opinion 
vraagrounnBS8,aaddaitheislihetaGQme  back  wiA  hfiaor; 
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in  die  camminion  to  Holland,  vhere  matters  are  already  so 
ripe. for  his  operations,  that  he  cannot  fail  (with  his  abilities) 
of  being  useful. 

There  has  been  some  inaccuracy  in  sending  us  tbe  last 
dispatches  of  the  committee;  two  copies  of  the  contract  with 
Mr.  Francy  and  the  hiToices  came  by  the  same  vessel^  CSap- 
tain  Niles.  And  though  one  of  your  letters  mentions  send* 
11^  enclosed  a  resolution  of  congress  relative  to  two  articles 
of  the  treaty,  that  resolution  is  not  come  to  hand.  There 
are  circumstances  in  the  affairs  of  those  articles,  ^t  make 
tbem  in  my  opinion  of  no  consequence  if  they  stand,  wh2e 
die  proposing  to  abrogate  them  has  an  unpleasiog  appear- 
ance, as  it  looks  like  a  desire  of  having  it  in  our  power  to 
make  tliat  commercial  kind  of  war,  which  no  honest  state 
can  begin,  which  no  good  friend  or  neighbor  ever  did  or  vriD 
begin,  which  has  always  been  considered  as  an  act  of 
hostility  that  provoked  as  well  as  justified  reprisals,  and  has 
glekienilly  produced  such  as  have  rendered  the  first  project  as 
uliprofitable  as  it  was  unjust.  Commerce  among  nations  as 
well  as  between  private  persons  should  be  fair  and  equitable, 
by  equivalent  exchanges  and  mutual  supplies :  the  talcing 
unfair  advantage  of  a  neighbor's  necessities,  though  attended 
with  a  temporary  success,  always  breeds  ill  blood :  to  lay 
duties  on  a  commodity  exported  which  our  firiends  want,  is  a 
knavish  attempt  to  get  something  for  nodiing.  The  statea* 
man  who  first  invented  it,  had  the  genius  of  a  pickpocket; 
and  would  have  been  a  pickpocket,  if  fortune  had  suitaUy 
pliiced  him  ;  the  nations  who  have  practised  it  have  suffered 
for  it  fourfold,  as  pickpockets  ought  to  suffer.  Savoy,  by  a 
du^  on  exported  wines,  lost  the  supplying  of  Switzeiltod, 
which  thenceforth  raised  its  own  wine,  and  (to  wave  other 
instances)  Britain,  by  her  duty  on  exported  tea,  has  lost  the 
trade  of  her  colonies.    But  as  we  proiluce  no  commodity 

VOL.  I.  2d 
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that  is  peculiar  to  our  country,  and  yrhich-may  notbeob^ 
tained  elsewhere,  the  discouraging  ours  by.  duties  on  exporto- 
tion,  and  thereby  encouraging  a  rivalship  from  other  natioM 
in  the  ports  we  trade  to,  is  absolute  folly,  which' indeed*  it 
mixed  more  or  less  witli  some  knavery.  For  my  own  'pM^ 
if  my  protest  were  of  any  consequence,  I  should 
against  our  ever  doijig  it,  even  by  way  of  reprisal.  It  is  a  i 
uess  witii  which  I  would  not  dirty  the  conscience  or  charactw  * 
of  my  <:ountry.  The  objections  stated  against  the  last  of  tba, 
two  articles,  had  all  been  made,  considered  here,  and 
sent  hence,  1  imagine,  by  one  who  is  offended  that  they ' 
not  thought  of  weight  sufficient  to  stop  the  signing  of.  thu 
treaty,  till  the  king  should,  in  another  council,  reconsider. 
those  articles,  and,  after  agreeing  to  omit  them,  order  new^ 
copies  to  be  drawn,  though  all  was  then  ready  engrossed  oii« 
parchment  as  before  settled.  I  did  not  think  the  articles  of. 
much  consequence,  but  I  thought  it  of  consequence  that  noi 
delay  sliould  be  given  to  the  signing  of  the  treaty  after  it.  was; 
ready.  But' if  I  had  known  tliose  objecticms  would  have^ 
been  sent  to  the  committee,  I  should  have  sent  the  anawertj 
they  received,  which  had  been  satisfactory  to  all  the  com;; 
miasioucrs,  when  the  treaty  was  settled^  and  until  the  mind; 
of  one  of  them  was  altered  by  the  opinion  of  two  other,  pefr. 
sons.  It  is  now  too  late  to  send  those  answers.  But  li 
wish  for  the  future,  if  such  a  case  should  again  happen,  that, 
congress  would  acquaint  their  commissioners  with  sucbL  par-, 
tial  objections,  and  hear  their  reasons,  before  they  detemunc}, 
they  have  done  wrong.  In  the  mean  time,  this  .  is  only  t9b 
you  in  private.  It  will  be  of  no  use  to  communicate  it,  Uj 
the  resolution  of  congress  will  probably  be  received  Wfi; 
executed  before  this  letter  comes  to  hand.  ^^ 

Speaking  of  commissioners  in  the  plural,  puts  me.  in  mindl-.- 
of  inquiring  if  it  can  be  the  intention  of  coqgress  to  keep. 
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three  ambassadors  at  this  oourt  ?  we  have  indeed  four,  with 
the  gentleman  intended  for  Tuscany,  who  continues  here^ 
and  is  very,  angry  that  he  was  not  consulted  in  making  the 
treaty^  winch  he  could  have  mended  in  several  particulars ; : 
and  perliaps  he  is  angry  with  some  reason,  if  the  instructions' 
to  him  do,  as  he  says  they  do^  require  us  to  consult  him.  We 
shall  soon  have  a  fifth ;  for  the  envoy  to  Vienna  not  being 
received  there,  is,  I  hear,  returning  hither.  The  necessary 
expense  of  maintaining  us  all,  is,  I  assure  you,  enormously 
great :  I  wish  the  utility  may  equal  it :  I  imagine  every  one 
of  us  spends  nearly  as  much  as  Lord  Stormont  did.  It  is 
true  he  left  behind  him  the  character  of  a  niggard  ;  and  when 
the  advertisement  appeared  for  the  sale  of  his  household 
goods,  all  Paris  laughed  at  an  article  of  it^  perhaps  very 
innocently  expressed ;  ''  Une  grande  qua^Uiti  de  linge  de 
table,  QUI  n'a  jamais  servi." — **  Cela  est  tres  vraisem- 
liable,"  say  they,  "  car  il  n'a  jamais  donne  a  manger** — 
But  as  to  our  number,  whatever  advantage  there  might  be  in 
the  joint  counsels  of  three  for  framing  and  adjusting  the 
article;s  of  the  treaty,  there  can  be  none  in  managing  the 
common  business  of  a  resident  here.  On  the  contrary,  all 
the  advantages  in  negociation  that  result  from  secresy  of  sen- 
timent, and  uniformity  in  expressing  it,  and  in  common  busi- 
ness, from  dispatch,  are  lost.  In  a  court,  too,  where  every 
word  is  watched  and  weighed,  if  a  number  of  commissioners 
do  not  every  one  hold  the  same  language,  in  giving  their 
opinion  on  any  public  transaction,  this  lessens  their  weight ; 
and  where  it  may  be  prudent  to  put  on  or  avoid  certain 
appearances,  of  concern,  for  example,  or  indifference,  satis- 
faction, or  dislike,  where  the  utmost  sincerity  and  candor 
should  be  used,  and  would  gain  credit,  if  no  semblance  of 
art  showed  itself  in  the  inadvertent  discourse  perhaps  of  only 
one  of  them,  the  hazard  is  equal  to  the  number :   and  where 
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ef  cry  one  mutt  be  consulted  on  every  particular  of 
business,  in  answerii^  every  letter,  &,c«  and  one  of  than  ]^ 
Oifftn^ed  if  the  smallest  thing  is  done  without  his  cenMt^ 
tha4lifficulty  of  being  often  and  long  enough  together^  vto 
different  opinions,  and  the  time  consnmed  in  debating;  ^ 
the  interruption  of  new  applicants  in  the  time  by 
8(c«  &c.  occasion  so  much  postponing  and  delay,  tfaa|t" 
respondence  languishes,  occasions  are  lost,  and  die 
is  always  behind-hand.  I  have  mentioned  die  difecBl^'oV' 
being  often  and  long  enough  together :  this  is  coo 
where  they  cannot  all  be  accommodated  in  the  same  I 
but  to  find  three  people  whose  tempers  are  so  gooc^ 
who  like  so  well  one  another's  company,  sind  mainM^ 
living  and  conversing,  as  to  agree  well  themselves, 
being  in  one  house,  and  whose  servants  will  not^  bj  their' 
indiscretion,  quarrel  with  one  another,  and  by  artful  misjp 
presentations  draw  their  masters  in  to  take  their  parts,  to  dan 
disturbance  of  necessary  harmony ;  these  are  difficultiea  still 
greater,  and  almost  insurmountable :  and  in  consideration  €# 
the  whole,  I  wish  die  congress  would  separate  i». 

The  Spanish  galeons,  which  have  been  impatieady  fB»* 
pected,  are  at  length  happily  arrived.  The  fleet  and  anaj 
returning  from  Bitunl,  is  still  out,  but  supposed  to  be  oo  di^ 
way  homewards.  When  that  and  the  South  Sea  shqpa  wm- 
arrived,  it  will  appear  whether  Spain's  accession  to  the  trastjr 
has  been  delayed  for  the  reasons  given,  or  whethM^'ilie 
reasons  were  only  given  to  excuse  the  delay. 

The  Englnh  and  French  fleets,  of  nearly  equal  force,  am 
now  both  at  sea.  It  is  not  doubted  but  that  if  they  JowMt 
there  will  be  a  batde.  For  though  JSngland,  througl^  foar^ 
affects  to  understand  it  to  be  sdll  peace,  and  exciiaea,  tt|^ 
d^fHPedaiiQDs  ^  has  made  on  die  commerce  of  FlraBGe  jbjr 
ptttencet  gf  iljicit  trade,  fcc.  yet  Franoi 
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as  begun  froni  the  time  of  the  king's  message  to  parfiametit, 
eomplaining  of  the  iusult  France  had  given  by  treadng  widi 
U8|  and  demanding  aids  to  resent  it^  and  the  answers  of  bodi 
houses  offering  their  lives  and  fortunes,  and  the  taking  several 
frigateSy  are  deemed  indisputable  hostilities.  Accordingly, 
Orders  are  given  to  all  the  fleets  and  armed  ships  to  retam 
hostilities,  and  encouragement  is  offered  to  privateers,  8ic. 
An  ambassador  from  Spain  is  indeed  gone  to  London,  and 
joyfully  received  there,  in  the  idea  that  peace  may  be  made 
by  his  mediation.  But  as  yet  we  learn  nothing  certain  of  hb 
mission,  and  doubt  his  effecting  any  thing  of  the  kind. 

War  in  Germany  seems  to  be  inevitable ;  and  diis  occasion- 
ing great  borrowings  of  money  in  Holland  and  elsewhere,  by 
die  powers  concerned,  makes  it  more  diflknlt  for  us  to  suc- 
ceed in  ours.    With  great  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

&C.  fi.  FHANttLIN. 

To  Dr.  Cooper. 
On  the  depredation  of  the  American  paper  mone^. 
My  Dear  Friend^  J^^^ssy,  Jpril  212,  1779. 

I  received  your  valuable  letter  by  the  Marquis 
de  la  Fayetb,  and  another  by  Mr.  Bradford.  I  can  only 
write  a  few  words  in  answer  to  the  latter,  the  former  not 
being  at  hand.  The  depreciation  of  our  money  must,  as 
you  observe,  greatly  affect  salary  men,  widows,  and  orphans. 
Methinks  this  evil  deserves  the  attention  of  the  several  legis- 
latures, and  ought  if  possible  to  be  remedied  by  some  equit- 
able law,  particularly  adapted  to  their  circumstances;  I 
took  all  the  pains  I  could  m  congress  to  prevent  the  (fe]^e- 
dation,  by  proposing,  first,  that  the  bills  should  bear'  inte- 
rest :  this  was  rejected,  and  they  were  struck  as  you  stee  thdm. 
Secondly,  aflter  die  first  emnaion,  J  piopiMed  that' we  should 
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stop,  strike  no  more,  but  borrow  on  interest  those  'welBJb 
issued.     This   was  not  then  approved  of,  and  more/CSBi 
were  issued.     When  from  the  too  great  quantity  tliey  tie(ffki 
to  depreciate,  we  agreed  to  borrow  on  interest,  and  i,  ']^iB- 
posed  that  in  order  to  fix  the  vahic  of  the  principal,  th^  iwt 
rest  should  be  promised  in  hard  dollars.     This  was  otJCN^Sfil 
to  as  impnicticablc :  but  I  still  continue  of  opinion,  tlittlPl^ 
sending  out  cargoes  to  purchase  it  we  might  have  brovght  Sn 
money  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  as  we  brought  io  powdw^ 
&c.  &c.     And  that  though  the  attempt  must  have  beerf'hti- 
tended  with  a  disadvantage,  the  loss  would  have  been  it  Tdii 
mischief  than  any  measure  attending  the  discredit  of^^'^e 
bills,  which  threatens  to  take  out  of  our  hands  the^  ^t^St 
instrument  of  our  defence.     The  congress  did  at  last  cOiAie 
into  the  proposal  of  paying  the  interest  in  real  money;    "  Btt 
when  the  whole  mass  of   the  currency  was  under  xvay  in 
depreciation,  the  momentum  of  its  descent  Mas  too  great  to 
be  stopped  by  a  power  that  might  at  first  have  been  sufficient 
to  prevent  the  beginning  of  the  motion.     Tlie  ojilif  rented^ 
now  seems  to  be  a  diminution  of  the  quantity  by  a  vigorous 
taxation,  of  great  nomhial  sums,  which  the  people  are  vhotB 
able  to  pay  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  and  diminished 
value;  and  the  otili/  consolation  under  tbc  evil  19^ 'that  lUe 
public  debt  is  proportionably  diminished  with  .the>:depi^ 
ciation  ;  and  this  by  a  kind  of  imperceptible  tax,  every  one 
having  paid  a  part  of  it  in  the  fall  of  value  that  took=  plabe 
between  the  receiving   and   paying  such   sums   as   passed 
through  his  hands.     For  it  should  always  be  remeipberai^ 
that  the  original  intention  was  to  sink  the  bills  .by  taMl^ 
which  would  as  eiTectually  extinguish  the  debt  as  anlactotf 
redemption.     This  effect  of  paper  currency  is  not.wid^ 
stood  on  this  side  the  water.     And  indeed  the  wholes  u^ 
mystery  even  to  the  politicians,  how  we  have  been  able  M 
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-continue  a  war  four  years  without  nioney^  and  how  we 
could  pay  with  paper  that  had  no  previously  fixed  fund  ap- 
propriated specifically  to  redeeni  it.  This  currency,  as  we 
manage  it^  is  a  wonderful  ^machine.  It  performs  its  office 
when  we  issue  it;  it  pays  artd  clothes  troops;  and  -provides 
victuals  and  ammunition  ;  and,  when  we  are  obliged  to  issue 
a  quantity  excessive,  it  pays  itself  off  by  depreciation. 

Our  affairs  in  general  ^tand  in  a  fair  light  throughout 
Europe.  Our  cause  is'  universally  approved.  Our  consti- 
tutions of  government  have  been  translated  and  printed  in 
most  languages,  and  are  so  much  admired  for  the  spirit  of 
liberty  that  reigils  in.  them/ that  it  is  generally  agreed  we 
shall  have  a  vast  accession  of  national  property  after  the  war, 
from  every  part  of  this  continent,  and  particularly  from  the 
British  islands.  We  have  only  to  persevere  and  to  be  happy. 
Yours,  &c.  B.Franklin. 

To  THE  Hon.  Josiah  Quincy,  Esg. 

Character  of-  t/ie  French  nation — Censures  the  people  of 
AmeHca* 

Dear  Sir,  Passy,  Jpril  Q.2,  1779» 

I  received  your  very  kind  letter  by  Mr. 
Bradford,  who  appears -a  very  sensible  and  amiable  young 
gentleman,  to  whom  I  ishoiild  with  pleasure  render  any  ser- 
vice here,  upon  yoiu*  much  respected  recommendation ;  but 
I  understand  he  returns  immediately. 

It- is  with  great  sincerity  I  join  you  in  acknowledging  and 
adnuriiag  the  dispensations  of  -Providence  in  our  favor. 
America  has  only  to  be  thankful  and  persevere.  God  will 
finish  his  wdrk,  and  establish  their  freedom  ;  and  the  lovers 
of  liberty  will  flock  from  all  parts  of  Europe  with  their 
fortunes  to  participate  with  us  of  that  freedom— -as  soon  as 
the  peace  is  restored. 
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,1,11111  esc#ediogIy  pleased  with  yourACOonnt  of  die  Fromh 
pfdileoess  and  civility,  as  it  appeared  among  fbe  officersf  aa4 
g^ple  of  their  fleet.  Tbej  have  certainly  advanced  un  tboea 
^ffspects  many. degrees, beyond  the  £i^(lish.  I  find  liMna 
k^re  A  most  amiable  nation  to  live  with.  The  SpaniaHU 
arei  by  common  opinion,  supposed  to  be  cruel,  the  Engliak 
proud,  the  Scotch  insolent,  the  J>iitch  avaiicioiis,  4(g«  ;  ^^ 
I  think  the  French  have  no  national  vice  ascribed  to  them. 
They  have  somie  frivolities,  but  they  are  harmless.  To 
dress  their  heads  so  that  a  hat  oannnt  be  put  on  tbemj^  aad 
then  wear  their  hats  under  their  ^urms,  3|nd  to  fill  theij*  noaev 
with  tobacco,  may  be  called  follies  perhaps,  bii|.  th^;  are 
not  vices ;  they  are  only  the  effect^  pf  the  tyranny  of  custom. 
In  short,  there  is  nothing  >vanting  in^  l^e  cbftraelei^  oi,  n 
Frenchman  tha^belongs  to  that  of  ^fk  i^reeable  «nd  WQVlhgr 
myn.  They  hfiyo  only  some  trifles,  a  surplus  of  winch  might 
be  spared. 

Will  you  permit  me,  while  I  do  them  this  justice,  to  hint 
a  little  censure  on  our  own  country  people  i  which  I  do  il^ 
good-will,  wishing  the  cause  removed.  You  know  the  ne* 
cesaity  we  are  under  of  supplies  from  Europe,  and  t|iQ  dpffi* 
cuky  we  have  at  present  in  making  returns.  The  interest 
bills  would  do  a  good  de^l  towards  purchasing  arms>  ammnp^ 
nition,  clothing,  sailcloth,  and  other  necessarijes  for  defence* 
Upon  inquiry  of  those  who  present  those  bills  to  me  far 
acceptance,  what  the  money  is  to  be  laid  out  in,  I  find  that 
most  of  it  is  for  superfluitiesj  and  more  than  half  of  it  for 
tea!  How  unhappily  ii^  this  instance  the  folly  of  our  peo* 
ple^  and  the  avidity  of  our  merchants,  concur  to  weaken,  aad 
impoverish  our  country !  \  formerly  consputed  that  we  coop^ 
sumed  before  tlie  war^  in  that  sii^^  article^  the  value  of 
500,000/.  sterling^  fumually.  Mfi^  9i  ^  was  saved,  bj: 
stopping  the  use  of  it.    I  honored  the  viirtijkOMi^  x^ution  of 


PART  II.  OF  BBWJAICIN  FSANKLIJIt  4M 

OUT  women  m  foregoing  that  little  gratification,  and  I  Ihmeilt 
that  such  virtue  should  be  of  to  short  duration !  Fife  hrih 
dred  thousand  pounds  sterling  annually  laid  out  in  defenAnK 
oonislves,  or  annoying  our  enemies,  would  have  great  effM*. 
With  what  face  can  we  ask  aids  and  subsidies  firom  Cm 
friends  while  we  are  wastmg  our  own  wealth  in  such  |^iodi* 
gality  i    With  great  and  smcere  esteem,  I  am>  8cc. 

B.  FHANKLIH* 

To  TH£  Marquis  ds  la  Fayette,  at  Haves  dx 
Grace. 

Bear  Sir,  P^^^V,  August  19, 1779« 

I  bate  just  now  received  your  favor  of  the  17tfa« 
I  v^rote  to  you  a  day  or  two  ago,  and  have  little  to  i|dd« 
Yott  ask  my  opinioB  what  conduct  the  English  will  probably 
hold  on  this  occasion,'  and  whether  they  will  not  rather  ptff^ 
pose  a  negociation  for  a  peace  i  I  have  but  one  rule  to  go 
by  in  judging  of  those  people,  which  is,  that  whatever  is 
prudent  for  them  to  do  they  will  omit,  and  what  is  mort 
imprudent  to  be  done,  they  wiH  do  it.  This,  like  other  %em^ 
ral  rules,  may  sometimes  have  ita  exceptions ;  but  I  think  if 
wail  hold  good  for  the  most  part,  at  least  while  the  pretfVt 
ministry  co«tinueS|  or  rather  while  the  present  madman  has 
the  choice  of  ministers.  You  desire  to  know  whethei?  I  am 
satisfied  with  the  ministers  here?  It  is  impossible  for  mj 
bocly-  to  be  more  so.  I  see  they  exert  themselves  greatly  io 
the  common  cause,  and  do  every  thing  for  ns  they  can,  W^ 
can  wish  for  nodiing  more^  unless  our  great  want  of  money 
should  make  us  wish  for  a  subsidy,  to  enable  us  to  act  mote 
vigorously  in  expelling  the  enemy  from  their  remaining  posts, 
add  reducing  Canada.    B«t  thekown  expenaes  are  so  gn^at, 

■"■'  '■■-••■ 

?  Proposed  descent  of  a  TrenAanny  in  England, 
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tfiat  I  cannot  pre«s  such  an  addition  to  it.    I  hope,  I 
that  we  shall  get  some  supplies  of  arms  and  anunv 
and  perhaps,  whf;n  they  can  be  spared^  some  ships  to. 
reducing  New  York  and  Rhode  Island.    At  present  I J 
of  no  good  opportunity  of  writing  to  America.    TheMjIb 
merchant  ships  continually  going,  but  they  ^ire  verj  < 
conveyances,    i  long  to  hear  of  your  safe  arrival. io 
but  the  winds  are  advert^e,  and  we  must  have  patience. . 
With  the  sincerest  esteem  and  respect,  I  am  ever,  Slc« 

B.FBAilKIai^ 

To  xuE  Marqijis  d£  la  Tayette,  at  Hatbk. 

(With  the  smord  ordered  by  congreft^) 

Sib,  Poesy,  Jug.'.U,  177»;  ; 

The  congress,  sensible  of  your  merit  towaids-tbe 
United  States,  but  unnble  adequately  to  reward  ity- 
mined  to  present  you  with  a  sword,  as  a  small  matkof 
grdteful  a(iknowIedgment.  They  directed  it  to' fee -ov 
mented  with  suitable  devices.  Some  of  the  principal  ( 
of  the  war  in  M'hich  you  distinguished  yourself  by  yumt 
bravery '  and  conduct;  are  therefore  represented  upon  'i% 
Tlicsc,  with  a  few  emblematic  figures,  all  admirably- tMi 
exceuted,  make  its  principal  value.  By  the  help  of  die  -tM^ 
quisite  nrtists  France  aifords,  I  6nd  it  easy  to  express  en^ 
thing  but  the  sense  we  have  of  your  worth,  and  our  obib 
gations  to  you.*  For  this,  figures  and  even  words  are  foatfjl 
insuflicient.  1  therefore  only  add,  that  with  the  moat  perfect 
esteem  and  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be>  =  8ce.  -t^'^ 

B.TRANKLUTi*-'* 

P.S. — My  grandson  goes  to  Havre. witli  the  swotdLt  klrft 
vill  havQ  tlic  honor  of  presenting  it  to  you.  ^  .  .       .^ 
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Description  of  the  sword  given  by  congress  to  the  Marquis 
de  la  Fayette. 

On  one  side  of  the  pommel  are  the  marquis*s  armsy  and  onth^ 
other  the  device  of  a  new  moon,  reflecting  rays  of  light  on  a  country 
partly  covered  with  wood,  and  partly  cultivated.  Symbol  of  the  re- 
public of  the  United  States,  with  this  motto,  Crescam  tU  Promm.'  By 
this  it  was  intended  modestly  to  expresfs, —  "  -i 

1.  Her  present  mediocrity  of  strength,  as' the  li^ht'of  the  moon, 
though  considerable,  is  weaker  than  that  of  the  sun.' 

3.  Her  expectation  of  becoming  more  powerful  as  she  increases,  and 
thereby  rendering  herself  n^ore  useful  to  mankind. 

3.  The  gratitude  with  which  she  remembers  that  the  light  she 
spreads,  is  principally  owing  to  the  kind  aids  of  a  greater  lumi- 
nary* in  another  hemisphere.  '  '.'        ' 

On  the  BOW  Is  the  legend,  from  the  American  congress  to  the  Marquis 
dela  Fayette;  1179. 

The  handle  is  ornameiited  with  two  medallions.  In  one,  America 
represented  by  a  woman  presenting  a  branch  of  laurel  to  a  French- 
man ;  in  the  other,  a- Frenchman  is  treading  on  a  Hon.  .   . .    - 

On  the  guard'tr6  separately  represented,  in  fine  relievo—   ■■ 

The  atfair  at  Gloucester.  :  i.  .^  ;       i 

The  retreat  off  Rhode  Island. 
The  battle  of  Monmouth. 
And  the  retreat  at  Barren  Hill. 
The  hilt  is  of  massive  gold,  and  the  blade  two-edged. 
Cost  two  hundred' Louis  d'ors. 
Made  by  Liger,  sword  cutler;  Rue  Coquilli^re. 

The  Marquis's  Reply: 
Sir,  Havre^  Jiigust  Q.9,  1779\ 

'    Whatever  expectations  might  have  been  raised 
from  the  sense"  of  past  favors,  the  goodness  of  the  United 

States  for  me  has  ever  been  such,  that  on  every  occasion  it 

.*  '  '  '       '.■  •    *  , 

' '  The  king  of  France,  whose  symbol  is  the  sun.' 
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hi  surpasses  any  idea  I  could  have  conceived.  A  new  prdSt 
of  diat  flattering  truth,  I  find  in  the  noble  present  WUBi 
congress  have  been  pleased  to  honor  me  with,  and  wiiidB% 
offered  in  such  a  manner  by  your  ezceltency  as  will  ntouflit 
my  diing  but  the  feelings  of  my  unbounded  gratitude.  Sdttil 
of  the  devices  I  cannot  help  finding  too  honorabUi  %  iiiliMft 
for  those  slight  services,  which  in  concert  with  mj  MMW^ 
aoldiers,  and  under  the  godlike  American  hero's  oitkl^'l 
had  die  good  luck  to  render.  The  sight  of  diese  Bicl6an,'whim 
I  was  a  witness  of  American  bravery  and  patrioticf'ipiifl^^ 
shall  ever  enjoy  with  that  pleasure  which  becomes  a  kaiH 
glowing  with  love  for  the  nation,  and  die  most  ardent  'wdA 
for  their  glory  and  happiness.  =* 

Assurances  of  gratitude,  which  I  beg  leave  to  pwMt  Hk 
your  excellency,  are  much  inadequate  to  my  feelings,  soah 
nothing  but  those  sentiments  may  properly  acknowhj^ 
your  kindness  towards  me.  The  polite  manner  in 
Mr.  Temple  Franklin  was  pleased  to  deliver  that ; 
sword,  lays  me  under  great  obligations  to  him,  and  ( 
my  particular  thanks.  ^^ 

With  the  most  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  t$tm 

La  Fatbtt*?* 

To  John  Jay,  Esq.  President  or  Congrb88«v*|3i 

Fariaus  maiier.  '*^  * 

[Extract.]  Passy,  Oct.  4,  1779. 

''  We  had  reason  to  expect  some  great  evens 
from  the  action  of  the  fleets  this  summer  in  the  channel,  bttt 
diey  are  all  now  in  port  without  having  effected  any  tiiW. 
Tie  junction  was  late,  and  the  length  of  time  the  fiiitpit 
squadron  was  at  sea,  (equal  to  an  East  India  yoyfgff}'jpum 
on  the  hot  Spanish  coast,  occasioned  a  sickness  tnong  d^n 
people  that  made  tfieir  return  neoessaij :  Aej  bad 
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the  Engluh  fleet,  ^Uch  nfused  the  combat.    The  liek 
are  recovering  fast  since  they  were  landed ;  and  the  propoeed 
descent  on  England  does  not  yet  seem  to  be  qnite  giTeii  vep, 
aff^the  troops  are  not  withdrawn  from  Ihe  porta.    HoHa»d 
hua  not  yet  granted  the  succors  required  by  the  EaglU^ 
nor^even  given  an  answer  to  the  requisition  i^esenled  kf  Sir 
Joseph  Yorke*    The  aids  will  be  refused  i  and  as  the  refiiasi 
must  be  disagreeable,  it  is  postponed  firom  time  to  tinM. 
The  expectations  of  assistance  from  Russia  and  Pkussia 
seem  i^o  to  have  foiled  the  English,  and  theyare  aa  mock 
at  a  loas  to  find  effective  frienda  in  Europe  as  tlMj  ham 
been  in  America.    Portugal  seems  to  have  a  better  dispoi* 
sition  towards  ua  than  heretofore.     Ajbout  thirty  of  onr  peo* 
pie  taken,  and  set  ashore  on  one  of  her  islands  by  the 
Eqglishy  were  maintained  comfortably  by  the  governor  during 
their  stay  there,  furnished  with  every  necessary,  and  aedt  ta 
Xiiabon;  where,  on  inquiry  to  whom  payment  vras  to  ba 
tud^  for  the  espense  they  bad.  occasiemd,  tiny  wett  told 
thet  no  reimbunenwnt  was  expected;  duU  it  was  tha  queaaAs 
bounty,  who  had  a  pleasure  in  shelving  ho^talit^  to  atrangesa 
in  distress,    i  have  been  presented  thanks  by  the  Poitugaesa 
ambassador  here  in  behalf  of  the  congress :  and  I  am  given 
to  understand  that  probably,  in  a  little  time,  the  porta  of 
that  natioa  will  be>aa  open  to  us  aa  those  of  Spain.    What 
relates  to  Spain  I  suf^se.Mr.  Lee  informs  you  of. 

The  sword  ordered  by.  congress  for  the  Marquis  da  la 
Fayette,  being  at  length  fimshed,  tl  sent  it  down  to  him  at 
Havre,  where  he  was  with  the  troops  intended  fortha 
invasion.  I  wrote  a  letter  with  it,  and  received  an  answer, 
copies  of  both  which  I  enclose,  together  vrith  a  deseripton 
of  the  sword,  and  drawings  of  the  work  upon  it,  which  was 
a3;;ecuted  by  the  best  artists  m  Pari^,  and  cont  altqgetber 
two  hundred  guineas.    The  present  bfis.givfui  him' great 
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pleasure,  and  some  of  the  circumstances  have  been  ^ 
to  the  nation. 

Our  cartel  goes  on :  a  second  cargo  of  American^ 
ers,  one  hundred  and  nineteen  in  number,  being  arrimdi 
exchanged.  , Our  privateers  have  dismissed  a  great] 
at  sea^  taking  their  written  paroles,  to  be  given  upnk 
change  for  so  many  of  our  people  in  their  gaola.  - 
not  yet  quite  agreed  to  on  the  other  side,  but  som 
tations  are  given  me  that  it  may  take  place.   Certainly  i 
nity  would  find  its  account  in  the  practice  of  excli 
upon  parole,  as  all  the  horrors  of  imprisonment^' 
loss  of  time  and  health,  might  be  prevented  by  it  'Vio^ 

We  continue  to  insult  the  coasts  of  these  lords  of  ik§^ 
ocean  with  our  little  cruisers.  A  small  cutter,  which  was', 
fitted  out  as  a  privateer  at  Dunkirk,  called  the  Black  PrkuMyL 
has  taken,  ransomed,  burnt,  and  destroyed  above  thirty  imIi 
of  their  vessels  within  these  three  months.  The  owneratidbk 
about  to  give  her  a  consort,  called  the  Black  Princessy  ibr4 
whom  they  ask  a  commission.  The  prisoners  broug^t*ii^ 
ser>'e  to  exchange  our  countrymen,  which  makes  me  inaMfe' 
willing  to  encourage  such  armaments,  though  they  occmmm'i 
a  good  deal  of  trouble.  «aft'^ 

Captain,  now  commodore,  Jones,  put  to  sea  this  suiiUMiiP^ 
with  a  little  squadron  consisting  of  a  ship  of  forty  gun^-  lUf  1 
Alliance,  another  fiigate  of  twenty,  with  some  armed  cuttcil^i  . 
all  under  American  colors,  with  congress  commissions..  -  He.  t- 
has  sent  in  several  prizes  ;  has  greatly  alarmed  the  coast  =ofr.; 
Ireland  and  Scotland ;  and  we  just  now  hear,  that  goiii|^-» 
north  about,  he  fell  in  witli  a  number  of  ships  from  tUs* 
Baltic,  convoyed  by  a  fifty  gun  ship  and  a  twenty-four - 
frigate,  both  of  which  he  took  after  an  obstinate  en 
and  forced  several  of  the  others  ashore.  .  This  new^k 
lieved,  but  we  wait  the  confirmation  and  the  particiilui.^      tfki 
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Since  writing  die  above^  I  have  received  the  foUowiog 
fiarther  particulars  of  tlie  action  between  Commodore  J«n^ 
and^the  English  men  of  war.  The  forty-four  gun  'ship  'ia 
neWy  having  been  but  six  months  off  the  stocks ;  she  i^  called 
the  Serapis ;  the  other,  of  twenty  guns,  is  the  Coume.sff  of 
Scarborough.  He  had  before  taken  a  number  of  vriuable 
prizes^  particularly  a  rich  ship  bound  to  Quebec,  whicb.lfd 
suppose  he  may  haye  sent  to  America.  The  Enghsh,  from 
mistaken  intelligence,  imagining  he  had  a  body  of  troops 
with  him  to  make  descents,  have  had  all  their  northern  qoasts 
alarmed,  and  have  been  put  to  very  expensive  movements  of 
troops,  &c.  B.  Franklin. 

To  Dk.  Cooper. 

American  privateers — Commodore  Jones^^Rumor  of 
peace,  S^x. 

Dear  Sir,  Passy,  Ocf.  27,  1779. 

It  is  a  long  time  since  I  have  had  the  pleasure^ 
of  hearing  from  you.  The  intelligence  you  were  used  to 
favor  me  with,  was  often  useful  to  our  afiairs.  I  hope  i . 
have  not  lost  your  friendship  together  with  your  correspond* 
ence.  Our  excellent  Mr.  Wiuthorp,  I  see,  is  gone.  He 
was  one  of  those  old  friends  for  the  sake  of  whose  society 
I  wished  to  return  and  spend  the  small  remnant  of  my  days 
in  New  England.  A  few  more  such  deaths  will  make  me 
a  stranger  in  my  own  country.  The  loss  of  friends  is  the 
tax  a  man  pays  for  living  long  himself.  I  find  it  a  heavy 
one. 

You  will  see  by  the  newspapers  that  we  have  given  some- 
disturbance  to  the  British  coasts  this  year.  One  little  pri- 
vateer out  of  Dunkirk,  the  Black  lE^rince,  with  a  congress 
commission,  and  a  few  Americans  mixed  with  Irish,  and 
English  smugglers,  went  round  their  islands,  and  t0(^  thirty- 
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sefeff  {Mrizes  in  less  than  three  months.  The  little  •qnadhii  ! 
of  eommodore  Jones,  under  the  same  commission  'm  ' 
colors,  has  alarmed  those  coasts  exceedingly^  occsisioiMid'i  • 
good  deal  of  internal -expense,  done  gretl  damage' to*  dnr  ' 
trade,  and.  taken  two  frigates,  with  40GF  prisoneriy  He'll 
flow  with  his  principal  prizes  in  Holland,  where  he  is  pitttf  • 
WeH  received,  but  must  quit  that  neutral  covhtry  as       ~  ' 


i 


Ub  damages  are  repaired.  The  English  watcb^  with  a  j 
lior  force,  his  coming  out,  but  we  hope  he  will  maoagf  so 
as  to  escape  their  Tigilance.  Few  acdona  at  sea  IttVPetf^iiMli^ 
strated  such  steady,  cool,  determined  bravery  as  that  of  JoMs 
in  taking  die  Serapis. 

There  has  been  much  rumor  this  summer  tbroughiout 
Europe,  of  an  approaching  peace,  through  the  mediation  of 
Russia  and  Holland :  but  it  is  understood  to  arise  frolm  tlia 
invention  of  stock-jobbers  and  others  interested  in  prop^ 
gating  such  opinions.  England  seems  not  to  be  yet  suffi- 
ciently humbled  to  acknowledge  the  independence  of  t&e 
American  states,  or  to  treat  with  them  on  that  footing,  iixSl 
our  friends  will  not  make  peace  on  any  other:  so  We  shalt 
probably  see  another  campaign. 

By  the  invoices  I  have  seen  and  heard  of,  s^i't  hitUr 
with  congress  interest  bills  of  exchange  to  purchase  ttls 
goods,  it  should  seem  that  there  is  not  so  great  a  want  ^ 
necessaries  as  of  superfluities  among  our  people.  Xi  is  dGffi- 
cult  to  conceive  that  your  distresses  can  be  great,  when  one 
sees  that  much  the  greatest  part  of  that  money  is  lavisbedf  in 
modes,  gewgaws,  and  tea !  Is  it  impossible  for  us  to  become 
wiser,  when  by  simple  economy,  and  avoiding  unneces^^' 
expenses,  we  might  more  than  defray  the  charge  of  the'muri 
We  export  solid  provision  of  all  kinds  which  is  ne^ssanr  ioif 
the  sustenance  of  mauj  and  we  import  fasUons,  luKune^  aad 
trifles*  Soch  tmde  may  enrich  the  traders,  but  silver _tM 
country. 
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The  good-will  of  all  Europe  to  our  cause^  as  being  the 
cause  of  liberty^  which  is  the  cause  of  mankind,  still  continues, 
as  does  the  universal  wish  to  see  the  English  pride  humi- 
liated, and  their  power  curtailed.  Those  circumstances  are 
encouraging,  and  give  hopes  of  a  happj  issue.  Which  may 
God  grant,  and  that  you,  my  friend,  may  live  long  a  blessing 
to  your  country.    I  am,  &c.  B.  Franklin. 

To  Jambs  Loyell,  Esq. 

The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette— State  of  affairs  in  England, 

Sfc. 

Dear  Sir,  Passy,  March  16,  1786; 

The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  our  firm  and  constant 
friend,  returning  to  America,  I  have  written  a  long  letter  by 
him  to  the  president,  of  which  a  copy  goes  by  this  ship.  M. 
Gerard  is  since  arrived,  and  I  have  received  the  dispatches 
you  mentioned  to  me,  but  no  letter  in  answer  to  mine,  a  very 
long  one  by  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  nor  any  acknow- 
ledgment that  it  came  to  hand. 

By  the  many  newspapers  and  pamphlets  I  send,  you  wilt 
see  the  present  state  of  European  affairs  in  general.  Ireland 
coBtinoes  to  insist  on  complete  liberty,  and  will  probalily 
obtain  it.  The  meetings  of  counties  in  England,  and  the 
committees  of  correspondence  diey  appoint,  alarm  a  good 
deal  the  ministry,  especially  since  it  has  been  proposed  to 
elect  df  each  committee,  a  few  persons  to  assemble  in  Lon- 
ck>n,  which,  if  carried  into  execution,  will  form  a  kind  of 
congress,  that  will  have  more  of  the  confidence  and  support 
ef  the  peofde  than  the  old  parliament.  If  the  nation  is  hot 
too  corrupt,  ai  I  rather  think  it  iti,  some  considerable  re- 
formation of  internal  abuses  may  be  expected  firom  this ;  with 
regard  to  us  tiie  otdy  adfantag^  to  be  reasonably  expected 
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Srom  it  i$  a  peai;e»  t^e  geoeral  b^ot  of  J^e  nat^.  being  iqr  it. 
The  success  of  adaiics4  ^oduej's  4e0,iyaiiiist  aur.  aUjbs^  bfis 
1^  little  elated  our  eBeinies  fpj  the  pi;efeD^  aqd  probably  $hfff 
yiill  not  now  tbink  of  proposifig  it.  if  the  appjroac)HqK 
cfunpai^,  for  v^hicb  great  prep^auc^^  fM^e.  W^k'mg  b^s^ 
ahoiold  end  disadfantageously  to  them>  tbey  will  b^  niogm^ 
tr^^bl^i  for  their  debts  and  taxes.ai^  daily  b^oi^^ipg  ;inor^ 
burtbensome^  while  their  cpuimerce^  the  source  of  their 
wealth,  diminish^ ;  ind  though  thq^hfu^e.  fluttered  themselvea 
with  obtaining  assistance  from  Russia,  and  other  powers^  it 
does  not  appear  diat  (hey  are  likely  to  succeed ;  on  the  con« 
trary,  they  are  in  danger  of  losing  the  neutrality  of  Holland. 

Xheir  conduct  with  rcigard  to  tbe  exchange  of  prisof^rSj 
has  been  very  uiyuat.  ,  Ait&[  Joiig  auspeAs^  ^^4  effected  de- 
kys,  for  the  purpose  of  wearing  out  our  ppoi-  pieoplq^  tbej 
bftve  fipally  refused  |o  deliirer  ua,  a  mw  ia  excfaauge  f^^ 
tfaose  set  at  liberty  by  our  carOiaers  ihi  .parole,.  A  )^tl;?r  |l 
aoDd  enclosed,  (riom  Captain  <  Mitphel^^  will  shpw  |tb«  tr^nt- 
metit  of  the  late  flags  of  truce  from  Soaton^:  There  is.  no 
gaining  any  thing  upon,  these  barbarians  by  advapises  of  citi- 
fity  or  humanity. 

Enclosed  I  send  for  coogness,  the  justification  of  this  court 
against  the  accusation  publisbed  ia  tbe  late  fo^iah  meuM^* 
riak.    With  great  esteem,  jcc  B.  Fe a  kic  h\  u^. 

T«  M.  DuMA». 

Confederacy  of  the  neutral  powers — Clinton's  tetter. " 
(Ektba^t.)  \ 

A  Dutch  ship  beloagiag  to  Messrs^  littl^iDai^, 
and  Co.  of  Rotterdam^,  being  brought  into  JPcanoe  asiuLving 
an  ^figUsh  carga  on-  board,  1  iiavc  follow«i  yoiwjopiaioo 
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with  regard  to  the  condemnation  of  the  cargo^  which  I  thinl 
the  more  rights  as  Ibe  English  have  in  the  West  Indies  con- 
fiscated several  of  our  cargoes  found  in  Dutch  ships.  Butio 
show  respect  to  the  deckmtion  of  the  empress  of  Russia, I  have 
written  to  the  owners  of  our  privateers  a  letter,  of  which  I  en- 
<:Iose  a  copy,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  judgment,  for  ^our 
Nte,  if  yott  bear  of  any  complaint.  I  approve  much  of  ttie 
principks  of  the  coirfederacy  of  the  netftral  po^^ers,  and  ani 
not  only  for  respecting  the  ships  as  the  house  of  a  friend, 
though  contairiing  the  goods  of  an  enemy,  but  I  even  wish, 
for  the  sake  of  humanity,  that  the  law  of  nations  may  be  fiM*- 
tbcr  improved,  by  determining  diat  tfven  in  time  of  war,  all 
those  loads  of  people  who  are  employed  m  procuring  sub* 
aistencd  for  the  species,  or  in  oxchanging'the  necessaries  or 
conveniencies  of  life,  which  is  for  the  common  bendit  of 
mankind;  such  as  husbandmen  on  their  lands,  fishermen 
in  their  barks,  and  traders  in  unanned  vessels,  shall  be 
permitted  to  prosecute  their  several  innocent  and  useful  em- 
ployments without  iftterruptioti  or  molestation,  and  nothing 
taken  from  them,  even  whan  wanted  by  an  enemy,  but  on 
paying  a  fair  price  for  the  same. 

I  diink  you  have  done  well  to  {nrint  die  letter  of  Clinton  ; 
for  though  I  have  myself  had  suspicions  whether  some  parts 
of  it  were  really  written  by  him,  yet  I  have'  no  doubt  of  itie 
fiacts  stated,  and  think  the  piece  valuable,  as  giving  a  tme 
account  of  the  state  of  British  and  American  afiairs  in  diat 
quarter.  On  the  whole,  it  has  the  appearance  of  a  letter 
written  by  a  general  who  did  not  approve  of  the  expedition 
he  was  sent  upon, — who  had  no  opinion  of  the  judgment  of 
those  who  drew  up  his  instructions, — who  had  dl>6erved  that 
preceding  cooMiMinders,  Gage,  Burgoyne,  Keppel,  and  die 
Howes,  had  aH  been  ceoitired  by  the  ministers  for  having 
unsuceewfully  attempted  to  ekecnto  itijudicioiis  instructions 
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vfith  unequal  force^-*--«od  belbctrafoiewlolQ  aiicbfatfj^^ 
notoDierely  to  give  the  infornm^Q  c<mlaii»4ui  it^  btit^4Qt|be 
produced  in  his  yuidic»tio%  wb»o^.liMDi  might  be;  reciU^md 
his  waot  of  sacqaM xbajsged  i^ppa hm  J»'i|  Qfin^  ;..llioi9ghjpH| 
truths  owing  to  the  f(%  of  ^  nAiis<qr»ij^hft  bad  ojijkwrf; 
him  on  impracticable  pci^tay  Jinjc^prnfiii^  ]ft«:4b|||p  9«^ 
wMfastandii^  his  faithfid  infofinatwii^ip4lbp]|it||^^  . 

necessary  nupbar  of  troops  ht  hxA  d^n^wip^r.  t)i%thy|ja#yr 
much  of  the  lett^  iwy  be'ac^oMtodjM^wMMiliMu 
it  fi9^|iG|us  I  an4  therefore^  iif  iH>t;.ceiHH|u^i(  if  ^^ge^ipaaljl 
wriHieii:  but,yott.wdlt«f^.e^m^vfk^lt)^ 
lie  facts  it  containi^^ wefe  l^nsmn  moAr^miim  »Q  h^^m^  mtik 
a  puUicatba  there  .wo^jlibavt  jbeep^bsjard^iiQ^  j^fjsQ  poa^ 
bl6u#e  to  the  4^ame  of  thO'«omti3i.::^|iri|h^n34t  eateoiR^^ 

fo  Msssjas.  T|iB  Judges  of  the  Admibaltt  at 

C^EHJiQUEG. 

Ge|jti,emek,  .  Passy,May  l6,  1780^ 

I  have  received  the  prociMferbaux,  aud  other  pa^ 
pers  you  did  me  the  honor  to  s^id  the,  agreeable  to  the  1 1th 
article  of  the  regHlation  of  the  £7th  September,.  177B« 
These  pietes  relate  to  the  taking  of  the  ship  VlofH,  whereof 
was  Captain  Henry  Roodenberg,  bothid  from  Rotterdam  tm 
l>uUin,  and  arrived  at  Cherbourg  in  France^lieing  ^ea 
tiie  7th  day  of  April  by  Captain  Dowlin>  commaaderof  Ike 
American  jH'ivateer  the  Black  Prince.  ^     .  '*it 

It  appears  to  me  from  the  above-mentioned  papers^  ^Iha/t 
tba  said  ship  Flora  is  not  a  good  prize,  the  same  betoiigii^ 
tO-^  subjects  Of  a  neutml  nation :  but  that  diia'  CiU^  tf 
redllf  &e  property  of  the  subjeetil  of  Ae  iUDg  of  Siq^MN^ 
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though  attemirted  to  he  masked  as  nentral.  I  do  therefore 
reqtMfst  tbaf  after  tfie  cargo  shall  be  landed,  you  would  cause 
the  said  ship  (lora  to  be  immediately  restored  to  her  captain, 
and  that^  your  'would  oblige  die  captors  to  pay  him  his  full 
freight  ffcccording  to  bis  bills  of  lading,  and  also  to  make 
good  aH '  the  damage  he  may  have  sustained  by  plunder  or 
othiifjiifae" ;  -  atid  1  fsather  ■  request,  that  as  the  cargo  is  pe^ 
rishabte,  y6u  w<Hiid  cause  it  to  be  sold  immediately^  and  re* 
ufai  ^'ptaiikce  deported  in  your  hands,  to  the  end  that  if 
any  bf  fh^  frdghters,  being  subjects  of  their  high  mighti^' 
ness^-fhe  states-generak^  will  declare,  upon  oath,  that  certain 
parts  of  the  said  tatgo  were  bmiafide  shipped  on  their  own 
accottkit  lEind  risk,  and  not  ou  the  account  and  risk  of  anj 
Britisii  or  Irfsb*  subjects,  the  value  6f  such  parts  may  be  re- 
stored :  or,  that  if  the  freighters,  or  any  of  them,  should  think 
iit  to  appeal  from  this  judgment  to  the  congre93,  the  produce 
so  deposited  may  be  disposed  of  according  to  ^ -their  final  de- 
termination.   I  have  the  honor  to  be,  8cc. 

•      B.  Praktcltn; 

Minister  Plenipotentiary  foT  the 
U.  S.  at  the  C  c/F:  ^ 

To  AN  Agent  of  Ambkican  Cruisebs.,.    . 

I    •  • 

Sir,  Paujf,  May  so,  1720. 

In  my  las^  of  the  27th  instant,  I  omitted  one  thing 
1  had  intended,  viz.  to  desire  you  would  give  absolute  ordert 
to  your  cruisers  not  to  bring  any  more  Dutch  vessels,  though 
<;harged  with  enemies'  goods,  unless  contraband.  All  the 
neutral  states  of  Europe  seem  at  present  disposed  to  change 
what  bad  before  been  deemed  the  law  of  nations;  to  wit; 
that  an  enemy's  property  may  be  taken  wherever  found;  aqd 
to  tfltablish  a  rule  that  free  ships  shall  make  free  goods* 
This  xule  is  itself  so  reasonable,  and  of  a  nature  to  be  so  be«» 
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neficial  to  mankind^  that  I  caoiiol  but  iMsbiliBajftbQ^afQM 
general.  And  I  make  no  4n^bt  but  that  'the  congress  wjil 
agree  to  it  in  aa  full  an  extent  as  f  ranee  and  Sfiaia»  la  thm 
roean  time,  and  until  I  have  received  their  ordersr  on  the  imA^ 
ject,  it  is  my  intention  tO;  oondiemn  no  more  Englifih  goods- 
found  in  Dutcfa  vessels,  usiiesa  co«ti!i4Muid  r  oli*i«h4cb  I 
tbongbt  ^  right  to  g^ve  yofi  tbia  pre«ioiia'noti06;^tblti.yoii 
.  may  avoid  tbe  Irpubte- and  e:^p€)n8e  li^y  to- arise  fiBonii  such 
captures^  and.  iipnv  the  delefitioii  of  tktea»  fojv^  decifioiL 
Wkh  great  regard^  apd  best  wishes:  for .  tlie  su^Qess  of)  jrotup 
eutevpnsey  i  bft?e,  tbe  honor  to'be>  &a* 

..     •    .1  •  ■  ..,■-,  '    ,         ?. ^.. 

To  DB^^RuarroNfliOiuWDN..     ;  . 

jimericanjinauce  and  paper,  manej/jific. 

\  Sir,  .  ...  Pofj^rOei.Q^iiBO. 

I  received  and  read  with,  pteaaure  your  ihoughti^  on 
American  finance,  and  your  scheme  of  a  bank.  1  comonu- 
nicated  them  to  the  Abb^  Mordtet,  who  is  a  good  judge  of 
the  subject^  and  he  has  translated  them  into  French.  He 
thiilks  them  generally  very  just,  and  very  clearly  expressed  ; 
I  shall  forward  them  to  a  friend  in  the  congress.  That  body 
is,  as  ypu  sui^>ose,  not  well  skilled  in  financing.  But  tb^ir 
deficiieBcy  in  knovirlei%e  has  been  an^iLy  supplied  by  good 
Ittckv  They  issued  an  immense  quantity  of  paper<-biUey  4)o» 
pa;^,  -dotliey  mad,  and  feed  their  troops,  and  fit  ont  ships^: 
and  with  this  paper,  without  taxes  for  tbe  first  three  years> 
tbey  fought  and  baffled  one  of  tbe  most  povierful  natiesia  of 
Europe.  >  They  hoped  notwithstanding  its  quantity  to  have 
kept  up  the  value  of  their  paper.  .  In  this  they  were  mistaken. 
It  depreciated  gradually.  But  this  depreciation^  though  in 
sQfBOO  circuiiistaiices  inconvenient;  baa  had  tbe  generel  gopd 
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and  great  effect,  of  operating  as  a  tajL,  and  perhaps  the  most 
equal  of  all  taxes,  sinca  k  depreciated  in  the  hands  of  the 
holders  of  money,  and  thereby  taxed  them  in  proportion  to 
the  sums  they  held  and  the  time  they  held  it,  which  generally 
is  in  proportion  to  men^s  wealth.  Thus,  after  having  done 
its  busiiiess,  the  paper,  iv  reduced  to  the  sixtieth  part  of  its 
original  valbe«  Having  issued  £00  millions  of  dollars  the 
congress  stopped,  and  supplied  themselves  by  borrowing. 
These*  sums  weref  iKmxywed  at  different  periods  during  the 
pfogress  of  the  depreciatiba ;  «bose,  who  lent  to  the  public, 
thereby  fixed  the  value  Of  the  paper  they  lent,  since  it  is  to 
be  repaid  in  silver  according^  to  its  value  at  the  time  of  die 
loan.  Tlie  rest  went  on  depreciating;  and  the  depreciaUori 
is  at  length  only  stepped  by  the  vast  nominal  sums  called  in 
eauly  by  tax?s,  and  which  will  be  by  that  means  destroyed', 
llius  so  much  of  the  public  debt  has  been  id*  this  manner 
insensibly  paid,  that  the  remainder,  which  you  desire  to  know^ 
dod*  not  exceed  six  milliona  sterling.  And  now  they  are 
^wofbing  with  new  paper  espressed  to  be  equal  ia.  value  to 
silvei^  which  they  have  made  to  bear  interest;  and  ihave 
provided  such  funds  to  pay  that  interest,  that  probably  ks 
original  value  will  be  supported;  In  the  mean  time  Ike 
vigor  of  their  military  operations  is  again  revived,  and  they 
are  now  v»  able,  wi<b  respect  to  money,,  to  carry  on  the 
war,  as  they  were  at  tbe  beginnings  aad  much  more  so  vridi 
regaid  to  troops,  arms  and  discipline*  It  is  also  an  incpild^ 
tag  nation,  sixty  thousand  children  having  been  born  annu- 
ally in  the  United  States  since  the  beginning  of  the  wv; 
w^ile  th^  enemies  are  said  to  be  dimiaisbing.   I  am>^  sir,  &c. 
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Fbom  Dr.  Jebjb^.to  IXb«  Franklin*         .     . 

Proposal  of  a  federal  union  between  Jmetica  and  Snglanit 

— British  parliament,  ^c. 

.',.■■"  ■  ■  ■  ■  ".** 

L(mdoH,Qa.  11^  178a 
The  consciousness  of  a  sincere  desice  to  pny^pla 
the.  interests  of:  human  kind^  as  far  as  my  confined  abiltliiia 
and  huinble  station  will  permit,  induce,  roe  to  give  yofk-mj 
sentiments  upon  a  subject  which^  I  have  no  dpubt,  is,pji(9r 
present  to.  jour  thoughts.  Excuse  the  pcesumpUou;  ih^iipi-t 
tention  is  honest;  let  this  cons^eration. compensated  ffMT.ilbft 
want  of  every  o|her  qualification.  Independent  jn  my  pfi.iH 
ciple?,  and  unconnected  with.partj,  I  speak  those  sentimf9git% 
which  circumstances  appear  to  me  to  dictate^  andj  sip^aj^ 
thc^  without  reserve.  *      .:.... 

.  A.  federal  union  between  .America  and  England^  upoa.the 
broad  basis  of  mutual  convenience,  appears  to  me  a.  piuntof- 
so  nuich  CQnsequeuce^  that  I  cannot  conceive,  in  the  prcQOnt 
circumstances,  how  either  country  can  fully  enjoy  the  pieaua 
of  happiness,  which  indulgent  Providence  has  poured  JorA 
on  each  with  so  much  profusion,  unless  such  union  immcdi-e 
ately  take  place.    .        . 

I  also  am  persuaded,  that  the  present  war,  between  this 
country  and  the.bouse  of  Bourbon,  is  of  so  peculiar  a:kind9 
that  no  solid  reason  can  be  assigned  for  its  continuance  a 
mpment  after  America  and  England  shall  cordially  s^ree 
upon  a  termination  of  their  dispute.  .    .  i 

It  is  obviously  for  the  advantage,  of  England,  that  Amel-io^ 


*  All.  eminent  physician  and  a-  great  philanthropist:  liretber  of 
Sir  il^chacd  Jebb.—Diied  in  1786.-*ms  Miscellaueous  "Wdiks  were 
publishedin  I78r. 
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should  employ  her  manufacturers,  aud  that  her  fleets  should 
have  free  aOeess  fo  the  shores,  from  whence  shq  derived  those 
sources  of  strength,  Mrhich  enabled  her  so  long  to  reign  tb^ 
unrivalled  mistress  of  the  deep*. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  rising  states  of  America,  wisely  in* 
tent  on  such  measures,  as  tend  to  increase  their  poptilatioiif 
and  ^rfect  those  forms  of  civil  polity,  which,  at  the  sam« 
time  that  they  prbmise  internal  security  and  happiness,  mH 
probably  establish  an  asylum  for  the  rest  of  mankind,  must 
derive  considerable  advantagie  from  the  free  importation  of 
those  articles,  which,  in  theif  present  circumstancesi  diey 
Oipnot  with  convenience  mapufacture  themselves* 

And  why  should  England  envy  to  France  and  Spain,  nay, 
to  all  the  world,  dist  portion  of  trade,  whatever  that  be, 
whiph  suits  the  circumstances  of  each  power;  and  firom 
which  all  deriving  the  sources  of  rational  enjoyment  would, 
perhaps,  remain  in  the  san^e  ratio  as  at  present,  with  respect 
to  relative  strength  ? 

•  How  strange  therefore  to  persevere  in  an  appeal  to  arms, 
wfaeq  neQtral  interest,  i^tid  the  ties  of  blood,  the  sameness  of 
religion,  language,  and  laws,  so  loudly  call  for  peace !  We 
might  reasonably  have  hoped,  that  in  the  course  of  eighteen 
centuries  the  gospel  of  peace  might  have  suggested  to  us  %■ 
more  rational  mode  of  terminating  our  contests^ 

As  it  never  was  the  interest,  so  neither  was  it  in  fiict  flio 
inclination  of  the  English  people,  to  break  the  bonds  of 
union  with  their  American  brethren,  until  seduce4  theretp 
by  the  arts  of  designing  men.  Their  motives  I  leave  to 
themselves — they  will  be  revealed  in  their  day. 

Had  the  English  people  been  equally  rcpresented-ip  an 
annual  parliament,  that  parliament  acting  in  strict  confor- 
mity  with  the  interests  of  its  constitu^ta,  would  have  seen 
that  every  consideration  required,  tiiat  the  bond  of  union  be« 
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timeu'die  couiitrieis  shouM  be  ^served  iniriolsttisi  It  would 
h$pfe  ftmtmvedf  that^dtose  restrictions,  whieft  were^  ^  off> 
spring  of  file  occasion,  or  suggested*  by  narfM"  systeas^  of 
policy,  ought  to  have  been  renoved,  tlie  mooieilt  tliBt  tliey 
oeeasioned  Itia  first  murmur  of  complbinti  Bvt  unhappily 
fclrBngl«nd,  the  lov«  of  arl>itrary  rovay  so  fkr  opentted-upon' 
dkM',  '#hib  most  are  exposed  to  its  te^pliitions>  as  tt>  eff-' 
gage  Aeih  m  the  d^esperate  measure  of  delydiifg  one  lialf  of 
tlfi^  einjiire^  in^  order  to  suttjugate  the  rest. 

'  Ttye  p^dd'of  this  dc^lusion,  iiowerer/  is  now  rapidly  ad- 
itoeing  to*  its'  tfermtitation«  -  .Ollbiitii^  htis  li^ouglit  lioin^  dte" 
perception  of  the  eoti8€K|Mm!tf^  btDSHdkttt^  t^p6i  niitibtld' 
ei¥o^,  tcM  ere^  pri^atts-bf^as^  1%  hfM  taught  u^  wi^ddm^ — 
add  Kati '  b'^gUik'  to  Iianmiiiseoar  liearts.  The  manynre  trow 
rt^sdy  tb^(E^cld«G4;  in  the'  ^i^l^mw  hngniigie^  of  scrij^re^' 
*f*We  am  verily  guilty  conc^minig^  biir  briatiicr,  iirthat#e 
skw'  tlie  aiiguisii'  oriHis  sbtil  tvfien*  Ke  betod^t  tis,  and  we 
would  not  hear;  therefore  is  this  evil  come  np6n'ns.** 

'  But  ^although  die  people  are  disposed  to  aecommod^tibi^, 
9  mighty-  powtt-  contifaucs'  td  oppose  itself  ta  the  generar 
Wish.  ■     ^  * 

'^  And  W6fe^*tHe  aristocratic  strengdi  of  our  constitution  to 
|frevaif  itf  its  conflict  with  that  power,  lam  far  from  being* 
satisfied,  that  vt  general*  and  permanent  pacification  would  be 
ilie-' result.  ^ 

liic  restoration  of  the  English  constitutiott  to  its- primeval 
^urity>  appears-  tb  be  an  esscintial  preliniihary  tx>«ni  hono- 
rable and  lasting  peace. 

Peace  and  war  are  rdations  which  the  inliabitants  of  dif- 

fttcnt  countriiefs  stand-  in  "%&  each  other.     In*  this  sense  the 

"people  of  America-  arcF"  not  at  war  wiA  the  people  of  Engi^ 

tewt    The  fetter  having  lost  their  power  of  self-govertmieiit 

are  merely  the  itutltmifttts  of  admiaistratien;     Th^ptemit 
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taar  U  a  war  beiweem  the  people  (^  America  end  ike  ( 
tmiion  of  this  country.  Were  the  iuhabitants  of  thia  couBtoy 
realored  to  their,  elective  rights,  and  otlier  constitutional.  |r|^ 
cbises,  a  state  of  peace  wouM  immediately  ensiAe^  >..,.• 

-  Upon  this  idea  alone  cao  America  have  a  proper  ttcuaity 
for  the  due  observance  of  that  solemn  compact,  mUcbl 
should  rejoice  to  see  established  between  ngf  nacixe  aMmtty^ 
Olid  [her  free  and  indepeodept  states. 

The  supporters  of  the  septennial  bill|  aft  the,  tiasq-.tivift: 
ruinous  and  unconstitutional  measure  took  place^' stongljt 
insisted  upon  the  sdvantage  that  would  ensue  frou»  thaS  da* 
creased  confidence^  which  foreign  nations  vrould  thenoeifesth« 
repose  in  us,  on  account  of  the  consequent  stability  of  oiu* 
public  counsels. 

£xperience  has  shown  this  mcasnre  to  have  bcMi  fionadad* 
itt  policy  the  most  unwise. 

Reason  surely  dictates,  that  the  confidence  which  oatasnii 
repose  in  each  other's  public  counsels/  must  be  the  greatest, 
when  the  agents  speak  the  real  sentiments  of  their  oenatitnenC 
bodies. 

It  is  also  to  be  considered,  that  the  change  of  sentiasenl,. 
in  the  constituent  body  of  the  nation,  must  imavoidablf  br 
gradual,  as  general  interest,  alwaya  slowly  unveiling  .itaelf, 
shall  direct.  Whereas  the  agent,  who  has  a  permanent  estate 
in  his  office,  will  vary  his  conduct  in  conformity  tothe  qfmk 
revolutions  of  those  numerous  temptations  to  which  viewa 
of  private  interesty  and  prospects  of  power  hourly  espdse 
him. 

For  England  therefore  to  be  free^  and  to  regain  ihm  eoh* 
fidence  of  nations,  her  parliaments  must  be  free  and  iiidqM»* 
dent :  and  the  same  measure  which  gives  independency  to 
the  English  parliament  will,  under  God's  providewo>  restore 
to  06  peace  with  Amenoa*  and  witb  all  the  world. 
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-rllMto^iot  lhii»,  induced '  thereto  BoMyhotn  an  attadi-' 
Mbt^l^  tajrmiti^soil;  the  world  is  iiiy  country;  and  the 
mgiia  ^Mrh  is  the  aent  .of  freedom  has  in  my  ^es  charlm 
nMM'IUtKacti««  than  my  natiire  soil.    1  write  not  thus  froim> 
m  attaehment  |o  a  bvorite  measure,  but  from  a  full  convic- 
lioB  that  such  n  preliminary  as  1  have  mentioned,  being  in* 
aurtid  in  every  propfMition  for  peace  on  (he  partof  Ammca, 
wosld  lay  a  lasting  foundation  for  that  peace^-^^nd  would  be 
•  pvpctiAil  securi^  that  the  independence  which  America 
•p  jttrtifyjclaims,  and  in  the  establishment  of  which  every  na-. 
fiaamafSer  heaven  is  interested,  would  never  be  brought  into. 
^puwCion  tp  the  end  of  tinie. 

The  sum  and  substance  of  what  I  urge  is  this — That  as  a 
more  equal  representation  of  the  English  people  in  annual 
|MU&upantSy  is  a.  point  essential  to  the  restoration  of  our 
fteeJom,  it  is  equally  essential,  as  a  foundation  for  a  federal. 
iniob  with  the  American  states. 

^*  After  all — the  changes  in  the  affairs  of  men,  whether  they 
be  revolutions  in  the  fortunes  of  nations,  or  of  individuals^ 
are  in  the  hands  of  Providence;  and  are  directed  by  its  re« 
dbtless  power  to  the  general  good.  That  good-will  finally 
pfevaii,  whatever  the  hearts  and  heads  of  politicians  may 
devise.  .Tlie  only  differences  will  be,  a  difference  in  the 
time  and  manner  in  which  the  ends  of  providence  are  brought 
tO'pass ;  and  a  difference  in  the  final  fate  of  those  who  aro 
mpioyed  as  the  means  of  their  accomplishment. 

The  fell  destroyers  of  their  species  shall  see  their  mea- 
sures, though  planned  with  Machiavelian  policy,  and  for  a 
time  successful,  finally  abortive — failing  in  tlie  attainment  of 
the  evil  wished  for,  and  productive  of  the  good  they  hate. 

On  the  contrary,  if  virtue,  honor,  zeal  for  the  interests  of 
our  Gcmntry  and  of  human  kind  form  the  outline  of  the-  cha-* 
racter, the  agpsntof . heaven  wiU  be  renowned ip bis  day ;  «ud 
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loDg  futurity,  Ihrou^eveiy  successive  age^  iballiiqsptit  in- 
crease of  glory.  The  joys  of  self-coniplaeency  shtUf^drlhe 
evening  of  his  days.  Tliey  will  also  be  the  earnest  o£/m 
happiness  which  will  know  no  bounds*  J^ouii  Jesac^  - 

To  Samuel  Huntington. £sQ.  .  ^.. 

Capture  of  Mr.  Laurens-^  Confined  in  the  ToWer  of  !B8W-' 

don,  &c.  '  '-'**' 

[Extract.]  Passy,  Dec,  3,  ITSd/ 

'^  Tlie  news  of  Mr.  I^urens  being  taken,  mtist 
have  reached  you  long  since.  He  is  confined  ii\  the  Tower, 
but  of  late  has  some  more  liberty  for  taking  air  and  exeffj^e 
than  first  was  allowed  him.  Certain  papers  found  wit61iim 
relating  to  the  drafts  qf  a  treaty  proposed  in  Holland,  ti^ve 
been  sent  over  to  the  stadtholJcr,  who  laid  diem  before'&eir^ 
high  mightinesses,  who  communicated  them  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  city  of  Amsterdam ;  which  justified  tlie  transac- 
tion. This  has  drawn  from  England^  a  memorial  delivered 
by  Sir  Joseph  Yorke^  demanding  that  the  pensionary  an3' 
magistrates  of  that  city  should  be  punished ;  and  declar^^^ 
that  the  king  will  resent  a  refusal  of  the  states  to  comply 
with  this  demand.  What  answer  will  be  given  tV^'i^iis  inso^ 
lent  memorial  we  do  hot  yet  know.  But  I  hear  it  has  pro** 
duced  much  displieasure  in  Holland,  and  it  is  thought  to  have 
occasioned  a  more  prompt  accession  to  the  armed'neuthihty 
which  had  before  met  w[ith  obstructions  from  the  English 
party  there.*'  B.  Fk A  N  k  Li  N . 

To  Count  de  Vergeknes.  ' 

Anierican  affairs.  :  r  , , 

I  have  just  received  froaa  cipptas  llvir^ielterfor 
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4liekiii|^  krhiek  IfaMre  Ih^  lioMr  of  putting  ifltrewitli  kitoite 
Jnn&ofyctercQrecUciicy.  'v 

.  I  ant  tinged  at  the  saoie  dme  to  repre^nt  iti  the  stroitgCHit 
lersn  ibe  unakerable  resolution  of  the  United  States,  to 
aaauitain  their  liberties  and  independence,  and  inviolably  to 
adhere  to  the  aUiance  at  every  hazard,  and  in  every  event ; 
.and  that  the  misfortunes  of  the  last  campaign,  instead  of  re^ 
pressing,  have  redoubled  their  ardor;  that  congress  are 
rcssQly^  to  employ  e^ery  resource  in  their  power  to  expel 
the  aiQtemy  from  every  part  of  the  United  States,  by  the  most 
ngoraus  and  decisive  co-operation  with  the  marine  and  o&er 
Yorces  of  their  illustrious  ally  :  that  they  have  accordingly 
called  on  the  several  states,  for  a  powerful  army  and  ample 
supplies  of  provisions;  and  that  the  states  are  disposed 
effaciuaUy  to  comply  with  their  requisitions. 

..  That  if  in  aid  of  their  own  exertions,  the  court  of  Franee 
can  be  prevailed  cm  to.  assume  a  naval  superiority  in  the 
iUnerican  seas,  to  furnish  die  arms,  amnmnition,  and  clotb- 
mg  specified  in  the  estimate  heretofore  transmitted,  and  to 
assist,  with  the  loan  mentioned  in  the  letter,  they  flatter  them* 
selves  that  under  the  divine  blessing,  die  war  must  speedily 
be  terminated  with  glory  and  advantage  to  both  nations.  By 
several  letters  to  me  from  intelligent  persons  it  appears,  that 
the  great  and  expaisive  exertions  of  the  last  year,  by  which  a 
force  was  assembled  capable  of  facing  the  enemy,  and  which 
accordingly  drew  towards  New  York  and  lay  long  near  that 
city,  were  rendered  ineffectual  by  the  superiority  of  the  ene- 
my at  sea,  and  that  their  success  in  Carolina,  had  beeii 
chiefly  owing  to  that  superiority,  and  to  the  want  of  the  ne- 
cessary means  for  furnishing,  marching,  and  paying  the  ex- 
pense of  troops,  sufficient  to  defend  that  province. 

The  Marquis  xle  la  Fayette  writes  to  me  tibat  it  is  ittipoS'- 
«ble  to  conceive,  withoot  seeing  it^  the  distnMPS  the  troops 


fagvie  iMiffered  for  want  /ot  dotbing;  and  the  foDo^Mngiis  a 
fiaragra{A  of  «  k^ter  from  Geoend  Wasbkigtony  wioflk^i 
ou^bt  not  to  i^e^p  imk  from  your  eaoeUencj;  via. :—     > 

''IfdoaU  not  you  ar^  ao  fully  mfarai^  iby xoograsa  aif 
our  political  and ^uililary  4rtate,  diatit  would  be  •upoflucma 
to  If  0Uble  you  wilh  any  dung  rebtiTe  to  eitbcr.  If  i  iniMit  «a 
apeak  oo  tofiica  df  the  kind,  it  fnould  be  to  show,  that  our 
pfoaeot  flituation  makes  one  of  two  things  essential  to  tia^'^ 
peace— -or  die  inost  vigorous  aid  of  oar  attief ^  particularly  ill 
die  article  of  imoiry ;  of  tibeu*  disposition  to  serv«  wa  wte 
caoBot  doubt :  their  generosity  will  do  every  thing  thenrimcana 
will  permit." 

They  had  in  America  great  expectations,  I  know  not  on 
what  foundation,  that  a  considerable  supply  of  money  would 
be  obtained  from  Spain,  but  that  expectation  has  foiled: 
and  dif  force  of  that  nation  in  those  seas  has  beed  eniplo)fed 
to  reduce  smaU  forts  in  Florida,  without  rendering  any  direct 
assistance  to  the  United  States ;  and  indeed  the  long  dday 
of  Ifaat  court  in  acceding  to  :the  treaty  of  eommeivis,  begitis 
to  have  the  appearance  of  not  inclining  to  have  aivf  coniiee^ 
tioB  with  us ;  so  diat  for  efiectual  friendship,  and 'for  dusLiuit 
so  necessary  in  the  present  conjuncture,  we  oka  rely  Ott 
France  alone,  and  in  the  continuance  of  the  king^tf  ^goodntalli 
towards  us.       .     ^ 

1  am  grown  old,  I  feel  flsyaelf  much  enfeebled  by  my  lilfs 
kwg  illness,  and  it  is  probaUe  I  shall  not  long  have  Wf 
more  concern  in  these  a£hirs.  I  therefore  take  diis  occaston 
to  jezpress  my  opmion  to  your  excellency,  diat  the  present 
cot^uiicture  is  critical ;  that  diere  is  some  danger  le^  thk 
copgress  should  lose  its  influence  over  the  people,  if  it  4s 
found  unable  to  pracura  the  aids  that  are  wanted ;  stad'thal 
the  whole  fyitem  of  the  new  government  in  Anierica  May 
thereby  be  shaken. 
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-  iTial  if  the  'English  are  suffered  once  to'  recover  thai 
commy,  such  an  opportunity  of  effectual  separation  as  th« 
present,  nay  not  occur  sgain  in  the  course  of  i^es ;  and  that 
die  possession  of  those  fertile  and  extensive  regions^  and  ibat 
Tast  sea  coast^  will  afford  them  so  broad  a  basis  for  future 
igreatness,  by  the  rapid  growth  of  their  commerce^  and  breed 
of  seatnen  and  soldiers,  as  will  enable  them  to  become  the 
terror  of  Europe^  and  to  exercise  with  impunity  that  insolence 
which  is  so  natural  to  their  nation,  and  which  wilt  increase 
enbnnously  with  the  increase  of  their  power.  I  am  with 
great  respect,  8cc.  B.  Fbanklin. 

To  His  Excellency  John  Adams,  Esq. 

Duties  on  American  exports^  l^c.  , 

[ExTBACT.]  Pasf^f  May  J9,  1781* 

''  I  have  with  you  no  doubt  that  America  will  be 
easily  able  to  pay  off  not  only  the  interest  but  the  principal 
of  all  the  debt  she  may  contract  in  this  war.  But  whether 
duties  upon  her  exports  will  be  the  best  method  of  doing  it, 
is  a  question  I  am  not  so  clear  in*  England  raised  indeed  a 
great  revenue  by  duties  on  tobacco*  But  it  was. by  virtue  of 
a  prohibititm  of  foreign  tobaccos,  and  thereby  obliging  die 
internal  consumer  to  pay  those  duties.  If  America  were  to 
lay  a  duty  of  five  pence  sterling  per  lb.  on  the  exportation  of 
her  tobacco,  would  any  European  nation  buy  it  i  Woiild  not 
the  colonies  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  and  the  Ukraine  of 
Russia  furnish  it  much  cheaper  ?  Was  not  England  herself 
obI%ed  for  such  reasons  to  drop  the  duty  On  tobacco  she 
fumbhed  to  France  i  Would  it  not  cost  an  immense  sma- 
in  officers,  8cc.  to  guard  our  loi^  coast  against  smuggling  of 
tobacco,  and  running  out  to  avoid  a  duty  i  r-«nd  womM  not 
many  even  of  those  officers  be  corrupted  and  connive  .at  if  f 


PART  IK  or  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIK.  449 

It  is  possibly  an  erroneous  opinion,  but  I  find  myself  rather 
inclined  to  adopt  that  modern  one  which  supposes  it  best  for  ' 
every  country  to  leave  its  trade  entirely  free  from  all  iucmn*. 
brances.  Perhaps  no  country  does  this  9t  present:  Holland 
conies  the  nearest  to  it ;  and  her  commercial  wealth  seems  to 
Iiave  increased  in  proportion. 

Your  excellency  has  done  me  the  honor  of  announcing  to  ' 
roe  your  appointment :  I  hope  soon  to  return  the  complimeat . 
by  informing  you  of  my  dismission.     I  find  the  various  em- 
ployments of  merchant,  banker,  judge  of  admiralty^  consiil^ , 
&c.  See.  besides  my  ministerial  function,  too  multifarious  and 
too  heavy  for  my  old  shoulders ;  and  have  therefore  requested 
congress  that  I  may  be  relieved :  for  in  this  point  1  agree  even 
with  my  enemies,  that  another  may  easily  be  found  who  can 
better  execute  them.  B.  Peanklik. 

To  THE  Rev.  Dr.  Cooper. 

New   co7istitution  of  Massachusetts — Maintenance  of  tlie 

clergy. 

Dear  Sir,  Passy,  May  25,  1781. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  learn  that  your  new- 
coiutitution  is  at  length  settled  with  so  great  a  degree  of  una- 
nimity and  general  satisfaction.    It  seems  to  me  upon  tbe ' 
whole  an  excellent  one;  and  that  if  there  are  some  particulars 
that  one  might  have  wished  a  little  different,  they  are  ftucti  as ' 
could  not  in  the  present  state  of  things  have  been  well  ob« 
taiaed  oflierwise  than  they  are,  and  if  by  experience  found  in-' 
convenient,  will  probably  be  changed  hereafter.   I  woiild  oiily 
mention  at  present  one  article,  that  of  maintenance  for  the 
clergy.    It  seems  to  me  that  by  the  constitution  die  Quikera 
may  be  obliged  to  pay  the  tax  for  that  purposei    But  as  die 
great  end  in  imposing  it  la  profesaedly  tbe  profuotkii  of  piety, 

VOL.  I.  C  F 
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ffoiiMg^dist  diflaiDQiig  tiwaitely]es(i(yvitbwt(ftitgi^«r;  icIeKgyk 
ipd^ibor IfadiMY  anesiot  dilcm#dlo  m^^ve  mwi^tfff  sfa^uU^ 
thkilcitiiot  iq^U^  tu  thev-apd  giu^*the  diQ|if^t9:th9(i^<^i^ 
^  ^4Mriab^  lra<  I  magme  that  m^ih«:Uw»^tQtl|e^m^§4i^; 
levying  pteiah  tasoes,  this  matter^mgy^ti^.rf^^K^MirJttvw 

^  Tne  following  paper  wa9  ]d[<;fiverea  diis^ilay'fo  >!• 
dettayneval^tobie  byhimcommunlpateil'tb  CoiintVc^hnys^ 
in  order  to  correct  some  wrong  ideas  of  tbat'  mi'niafeK  / 


it  aeenn  to  Inum  beed  insinuated^  tilber  UiiXMigbjiu«it^  Of 

illrwili  loilie:^United  S^ta ;      .-;=:.  ^^-M  !):?i:;  t-^^r^  .•  > 

'  Isfe-'IlAttheir.i&erchMitslmvecofDbinftd  toiteprefUftlett^ 

dd.  That  Adrtnde.  with;  £ngbnd4u9  grett  vi^M§!iii  iIm 
Wff.  ■  :'••  ;:-^  •  ■•  c^  "-  -•  -  ,  :v:  ••  :  v -;?.:•:  r^iT  /i 
:  i  l|aTe'ini<nm  two  instances  wherein  bills  ^.  exeh9fi|^  oil 
£n^flMLhave£iilenIjD»re:than  15  per  cent.  lowe^lhaft^dA^ 
preimtprice/Oflitlhr on  France.  I    :.  i    :> 

-  The  finU .wasm  1739>^hen  an  expedition  bciqg  finojod^i 
ngaitttt  CartfaB^^a^  thegovemment  of  Engknd.QnjlQreA  doa^ 
men  to  be  raised  in  America,  and  transports,  ifvitb  prtndaa^yB^ 
8cc.  ttt  b^  furnished,  for  tho  amount  of  whick  exj^ae  rbiUs 
were  ordered  to  be  drawn  on  die  treasuiy  «t?Londoi\.  in  Vbb 
adventitious  quantity  #f  bills  coming  into  q[iarket,.and.beiaig 
awe  diaa  the  coifamoq  cdurso  of  tfaer  commerce  oieqime^ 
occasioned  the  lowering  of  their  price  42^-  per  cent,  below.th^ 
rate  before  accustomed. 

The  like  happened  a  few  years  after,  when  on  a  prospect 
of  short  crops  of  corn  in  Europe,  orders  were  received  m 


Amentia. t<>  purdnwe  iid^ead  over  vast qmntitiety.eiicl^rtirf 
dnwv  biUa  «od  sell  them  id  die  country  in  order  to  nile.iMiie]^ 
for  the  pu^BM;  Thb  sudden  addition  to  the  qoaadtyUif 
bilk  iHx>d«ced  a  fall  of  40  per  cent,  in  their  price*  Attdithir 
HHistaiwajB  happen  in  some  proportion  tvhm  the  qnmuti<]f  oi 
any  -  iir tide  i/i  ccmmeree  exceeds  the  present  deiniaod.,    .    .  '.  1 

And  when  it  is  considered  that  the  merohttits  of  Annrioi 
are  numerous  and  dispersed  through  thirteen  different  pip* 
vinces^  at  great  distance  from  each  other,  such  a  CQulblnatioii 
vrill  appear  as  improbable^  as  that  the  faripers  in  France 
should  combine  to  raise  the  price  of  wheat. 

\yith  regard  to  the  English  commerce,  there  is  none  cer- 
tainly but  what  is  contraband,  and  there  can  be  no  temptation 
to  sacb  tontraband,  but  for  particular  condnodities  that  are 
cheaper  there  than  in  France*  The  quantity  therefore  cannot 
be  great.  Such  contraband  b  found  difficult  to 'prerciit  in 
all  countries.  It  is  carried  on  at  this  nme  between  Sranoe 
and  England.  But  there  are  many  commodities  much  cheaper 
in  France,  such  as  wines,  silks,  oil,  modes,  8cc*  which  wiU 
be  of  great  cdnsumptioii  in  America;  and  vfktu  conreqiQiid* 
encei  are  once  settled,  and  the  people  tibere  becooa^ad- 
quainfed  with  the  manufactures  of  FraDoe,  the  demnofi'fef 
tl^un  will  increase,  these  mandacturds  will  of  eosrae  be  Im* 
pnnred  in  goodneie  and  cheapness^  and  the  trade  coathHio  to 
augment  accordingly. 

£t  is  difficult  to  change  suddenly ihe  wbolovcunrentof  con- 
neidons,  correspondences  and  confidences  that  aubflist  i>e*- 
tureen  mediants,  and  carry  tbem  ail  into  a  new  channel.;  but 
tini^  ayid  a  coatiauanee  of  friendship  will  make  great  altera-, 
tions.  "^  B;FbankuK4 
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To  THE  Hon.  Robbbt  Mobbis,  Esq. 

Superintendent  of  the  finance^  of  the  United  States. 

Deab  Sir,  Passy,  July  2(S,  1781. 

I  lave  just  received  your  very  friendly  letter  of  the 
6th  of  June  past^  announcing  your  appointment  to  the  super- 
intendence of  our  finances.  This  gave  me  great  pleasure^  as 
from  your  intelligence,  integrity,  and  abilities^  there  is  reason 
to'  hope  every  advantage  the  public  can  possibly  receive  from 
such  an  office.  You  are  wise  in  estimating  before-hand/  as 
the  principal  advantage  you  can  expect,  the  consciousness  of 
having  done  service  to  your  country.  For  the  business  you 
have  undertaken  is  of  so  complex  a  nature,  and  must  engross 
so  much  of  your  time  and  attention,  as  necessarily  to  hurt  your 
private  interests ;  and  the  public  is  often  niggardly  even  of  ib 
thanks  resembling  those  little  dirty  stinking  insects  ;  that  at- 
tack us  only  in  the  dark,  disturb  our  repose,  molesting  and 
grounding  us  while  our  sweat  and  blood  is  contributing  to 
their  subsistence.  Every  assistance  that  my  situation  here,  as 
long  as  it  continues,  may  enable  me  to  afford  you,  shall  cer- 
tainly be  given.  For  besides  my  affection  for  the  glorious 
cause  we  are  both  engaged  in,  I  value  myself  upon  your  friend- 
ship, and  shall  be  happy  if  mine  can  be  made  of  any  usie  to 
you.    With  great  and  sincere  esteem,  I  am  ever,  dear  sir,  Scc. 

B.  Franklin. 

P.  S.  With  this  I  shall  send  an  answer  to  your  official 
letter  of  June  8. 

To  Dr.  Ingenhausz. 

Arnold^s  treachery,  S^c. 

'    •'  '  ■  Passy,  Oct.  2,  1781. 

•        *#### 
You  ask  for  news  from  America,  and  particularly  what 

effects  attended  the  defection  of  Arnold,  and  what  were  his 
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motives.  He  tried  to  draw  otliers  after  hinri;  biit  in  vain^  not 
a  inan  followed  bim.  We  discovered  his  motive  by  aa  intier* 
cepted  lett^/  which  shows  it  was  a  bribe  of  five  thousand 
pounds  sterling.  This  he  received  in  bills  of  exchange  on 
London^'  where  the  money  was  put  into  the  funds  on  his  ao* 
count.  He  lives  covered  with  infamy  and  despised  even  by 
those  who  expected  to  be  served  by  his  treachery.  You  will 
see  by  a  German  almanac  which  I  send  you  herewith,  how  hia 
effigy  was  treated  at  Philadelphia:  and  since  you  ask  for 
American  newspapers,  I  will,  send  you  some  German  ones* 
We  have  three  in  that  language  published  weekly  at  Phila- 
delphia and  German  Town,  by  which  you  may  judge  that  the 
people  with  us,  who  speak  it,  are  very  numerous:  and  now^ 
that  England  can  no  longer  monopolise  the  ancient  connexions 
of  those  people  with  their  mother-country,  it  will  be  a  means 
of  opening  a  considerable  American  trade  with  Germany,  by 
the  north  seas  and  the  Mediterranean. 

Never  were  wars  more  unjustly  and  causelessly  begun,  than 
those  England  is  now  engaged  in  with  your  country*  and 
mine.  If  sh^  persists  in  them  she  is  ruined; — as  she  deserves 
to  be.  These  wars  were  evidently  wars  of  rapine ;  they  had 
no  provocation  but  the  hopes  of  plunder.  I  think  you  used 
to  have  a  better  opinion  of  the  British  nation  than  it  deserved* 
It  is  extremely  corrupted.     I  am  your  affectionate  friend^ 

B.  Fbanklin* 

To  ins  Excellency  J.  Adams,  Esq. 

Capitulation  of  Lord  Corntmllis — General  Greene. 

[Extract.]  Passy^  Nov.  26,  1781. 

*'  I  sent  forward  last  Saturday  some  packets  and 
letters  for  you,  which  I  hope  got  to  hand  in  time.  Most  heartily 

1  See  Memoirs  of  Dr.  Franklin,  Paxt  iv. 

^  Holland. 


/ 
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(ft)  I  cc^ignttulafe  ybft  W  the|^(iiiom Wwr>  !^  igPbe-infaiil  Her- 
cules in  his  cradle  has  now  strangled  his  second.  ierp«iity?oiid 
fives  Hopes  that  his  future  ktstory  will  be  answeriAde.  il^jen- 
tAb&^*^  p^ckeit^hich  I  har e  just  pecai^ed  from  General  Wash^* 
bigton';  and  wMdi  I  suppose  contains  the  articles  .o£^c«ptUi- 
iatidli;  It  is  a -rare  circumstance,  and  scarce  to*be  m^  wttk  in 
lliste^tyy  that  in  one  war  two  armies  riiould  be  takeatpAfOMery 
llompletely,  not u  man  in  either  escaping. .  .It  is  anetbeir»9iii*> 
gulaff-cireumstafeee,  that  an  expedition  so^complex,  (^im^of 
«rmies  of  different  natbns,  and  of  land  md  sea->fbrcea^  dnndd 
with  such  perfect  C0n<»>rd'  be  ussembled  from  different>{)toees 
hf  laiid  and  wattr^  form:  their  junction  punctually,  withouMbe 
least  retard  by  cross  accidents  of ;wind  cnr,  weather,-  or^kUter? 
fuption  from  the  enemy;'  and: dat^. dies. army  which  vifftSilbeir 
objel:t  should  in  the  mean^time  Inveaihe  g«K)dnea»  to.^qilitba 
•ituation  from<  whence  it  anighl  h«re  escaped>>  and  place  jls^ 
in  another  whence  an  escape  was  imiposaible.  -  :/:-'> 

r.  General  Greene  has  done  wonders,  too  in  Carolina.  JblM^ar 
ffaat  a  reinforcement  was  to  he  sent  him  from  the  army:  in 
Virginia,  and  that  there  are  hopes  of  his  reducing  CharlestownlV 
3f!Mi  have  probably  in  the  enclosed  packet  the  account  of/hU 
.  hiflb  great  action;  Count  de  Graase  sailed  the  SOth  with  th^ 
fleet,  andjiart  of  the  land<»force8.  .His  destination  19^  not 
Qieutioned.    .    .  .    .^ 

ito  Sir  Edward  Newenham,  Bart.  laELANiii 

Dungannon  resolutions — Trade  beivveen  Ireland  imd 
America, 

I3ear  Sir,  Ptfssy,  Oc/.  S,  1783. 

■      r  hav6  just  received  your  ♦ery  kind  letter  of  th^ 
i6th  past.  '  I  f*j^t>icfe  sincerely  to' hear  of  your  safe  re!»irh  to 

— .^^ ; i •  "v;-,    ■■■; '•■    \r   ■   \  ■ 

.*.T.h^  (»pitulation  of  Lord  Cornwallis's  army. 
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yont  own  country,  firarilf  and  friends,  and  of  die  luccess  of 
your  eiecthm. 

It  is  a  pleasing  reflection  arinng  from  die  contempradoQ 
of  ohr  aofioessful  straggle,  and  the  mady,  spirited^  and  unani* 
xnous  resolfes  at  Dungannon^  diat  liberty,  which  some  jeara 
fliiice  appeared  in  danger  of  extinction,  is  now  regaining  the 
ground  «be  had  tost,  that  arbitrary  governments  are  likely  to 
becooie  more  mildj  and  reasonable,  and  to  expire  by  degrees^ 
giviof 'place  to  more  equitable  forms ;  one  of  the  eJBTects  this 
of  dm-arf  of  printings  which  diffuses  so  general  a  light,  aug- 
roentiii^  with  the  growing  day,  and  of  so  penetrating  a  natote^ 
that  fidl  the  window  shutters  despotism  and  priestcraft  cfll 
oppose  to  kee)>  it  out,  prove  insufficient. 

lb  answer  to  your  question  respecting  what  may  be  neceasaij 
to  fix  a  trade  between  Ireland  and  America,  I  may  acquaint  you 
between  ourselves^  that  there  is  some  truth  in  the  report  yon 
may  have  heard,  of  our  desirii^  to  know  of  Mr.  Hartley  whe» 
ther  he  was  eihpowered  o^  instructed  to  include  Ireland  in 
the  ttreaty  of  commerce  proposed  to  us,  and  of  his  sending 
for  instructioln  on  that  head,  which  never  arrived.  That 
treaty  is  yet  open,  may  possibly  be  sooil  resuitledy  and  it  leeoM 
proper  that  something  should  b6  contained  in  it  to  prevent 
the  doubts  and  AiisunderstandingB  that  iMiy  hereafter  arise  ob 
the  subject,  and  secure  to  Ireland  the  same  advantages  in 
trade  that  £ngland  may  obtain.  You  can  best  judge  whether 
some  law  or  resohidon  of  your  parliament  may  not  be  of  use 
towards- gaining  thM  point. 

My  grandson  joins  me  in  widies  of  every  kind  of  felicity 
for  you.  Lady  Newenham,  and  all  your  amiable  fomiLy.  ..6od 
bless  you  and  give  success  to  your  constant  endeavors  for  the 
welfare  of  your  country.  With  true  and  great  respect  and 
esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be^  &c* 

•      B.FBAI9XL1N. 
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Extract  of  a  Letter  to  the  Hon.  Robert 
Morris.. 

{Superintendent  ofjinances,  United  States.)    '■ 

Remissness  to  j>ay  taxes  in  America^^The  Marquis  de  la 
Fayette f  S^c. 

J^assy,  Dec.  25,  178S. 

T-r  "  The  remissness  of  our  people  in  p^iog 

i^es  is  highly,  blameable ;  the  unwillingness  to.  pay  them  is 
sUU  more  so.     I  see  in  some  resolutions  of  town  meetings,  a 
ren)onstrance  agains,t  giving  congress  a  power  to  take,  as  tfiey 
call  it,  the  peoples  money  out  of  their  pockets,  though  only  to 
|ULy  the  interest  and  principal  of  debts  duly  contracted.   Tbey 
seem  to  mistake  the  point.     Money  jusdy  due  from  the  peo- 
ple is  their  creditof's  money,  and -no  longer  the  money  of  tbe 
people,  who,  if  they  withhold  it,  should  be  compelled  to  pay 
l^ysome  law* .'  All  property  indeed,  except  the  savage's  tem- 
porary cabin,  his  bow,  his  matchuat,  and  other  little  acquisi- 
tions absolutely  necessaiy  for  his  subsistence,  seems  \o  me  to 
be  the  creature  of  public  convention.     Hence  the, public  has 
the  right  of  regulating  descents,  and  all  other  conveyances  of 
property,  and  even  of  limiting  the  quantijty  and  the  uses  of  it« 
All  the  property  that  is  necessary  to  a  man  for  fhe  conserva- 
tion of  the  individual  and  the  propagation  of  the  species,  is  his 
natural  right,,  which  none  can  Justly  deprive  him.  of ;  but  all 
property  superfluous  to  such  purposes  is  the  property  of  the 
public,  who  by  their  laws  have  created  it,  and  who  may  there- 
fore by  other  laws  dispose  of  it  whenever  the  \>e|fi<re  of  the 
public  shall  desire  such  disposition.     He  that  does  not  like 
civil  society  on  these  terms,  let  him  retire  and  live  among 
ravages.   He  can  have  no  right  to  the  benefits  of  society  who 
will  not  pay  his  club  towards  the  support  of  it. 
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The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette^  who  lovea  to  be  employed  io 
our  affuirs,  and  is  often  very  useful,  has  lately  had  several 
conversations  with  the  ministers  and  persons  concerned  in 
forming  new  regulations  respecting  the  commerce  between 
OUT  two  countries,  which  are  not  yet  concluded.  1  thought 
it  therefore  well  to  communicate  to  him  a  copy  of  your 
letter  which  contains  so  many  sensible  and  just  observations 
on  that  subject;  He  will  make  a  proper  use  of  them,  and 
perhaps  they  may  have  more  weight  as  appearing  to  com^ 
from  a  Frenchmany  than  they  would  have  if  it  were  known 
that  they  were  the  observatious  of  an  American.  I  perfectly 
agree  with  you  in  all  the  sentiments  you  have  expressed  on 
this  occasion. 

I  am  sorry  for  the  public's  sake  that  you  are  about  to  qnit 
your  office,  but  on  personal  considerations  I  shall  congratu* 
late  you.  for  I  cannot  conceive  of  a  more  happy  ma% 
than  he  who  having  been  long  loaded  with  public  cares,  find$ 
himself  relieved  from  tliem,  and  enjoying  private  repose  in 
the  bosom  of  his  friends  and  family. 

With  sincere  regard  and  attachmentj  I-  am  ever,  de^r-sir^ 
yoiirs,  Sec.  B.  Fran^klin. 

To  B.  Vaughan,  Esq. 

Reflectioru  on  the  American  treaty  with  England — maJdng 
.England,  a  free  port,  Sfc. 

Dear  Sir,  Passy,  March  1784. 

You  mention  that  I  may  now  see  verified  all 
you  said  about  binding  down  England  to  so  hard  a  peace.  I 
suppose  you  do  not  mean  by  the  American  treaty ;  for  we 
were  exceeding,  favorable  in  pot  insisting  on  the  reparations 
so  justly  due  for  the  wanton  burnmgs  of  our  fine  towns  and 
devastations  of  our  plantations  in  a  war  now  universally 
allow  cd  to  have  been  originally  unjust.    I  may  add  that  you 
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vil!  also  sec  verified  all  I  said  about  the  article  respecting 
the  royalists,  that  it  wilt  occasion  more  mischief  than  it  was 
intended  to  remedy,  and  that  it  wodld  have  been  better  to 
have  omitted  all  mention:  of  them.  England  might  have  re* 
warded  them  according  to  their  merits  at  no  very  great  ex- 
pense. After  the  harms  they  had  done  to  us,  it  was  impru« 
dent  tb  insist  on  our  doing  them  good. 

I  am  sorry  for  the  overturn  you  mention  of  those  beneficial 
Systems  of  commerce  that  would  have  been  exemplary  tb 
mankind.  The  making  England  entirely  a  free  port  would 
have  been  th6  wisest  step  ever  taken  for  its  advantage. 

I  wish  much  to  see  what  you  say  a  respectable  friedd  of 
mine  has  undertaken  to  write  respecting  the  peace;  It  is  i 
pity  it  has  beien  delayed.  If  it  had  appeared  earlier  it  might 
have  prevented  much  mi89hief,  by  seouring'our.  friends  hi 
Adr  situations ;  for  we  know  not  who  wilt  succi^ed  iSaem, 
hoT  yfiknt  credit  they  Will  hold. 

By  my  doubts  of  the  prbpriety  of  ray  gping  woa  id 
London,  I  meant  no  reflection  oti  n^y  friends  or  yours.  If  1 
bad  any  call  there  besides  the  pleasure  of  seeing  those  whom 
I  love/  I  should  have  no  doubts.  If  I  live  to  arrive  there:  I 
shall  certainly  embrace  your  kind  invitation,  and  take  up  my 
abode 'with  you.  Make  my  compliments  and  respects  ac^ 
ceptable  to  Mrs.  Vaughan. 

I  know  not  wh^t  foundation  there  can  be  for  saying  that 
I  abuse  England  as  much  as  before  the  peace.  I  am  not 
atpt,  I  think,  to  be  abusive:  of  the  t^^'o'  1  had  rather  be 
abused.  ' 

Enclosed  are  the  letters  you  desire.  I  wish  to  hear  from 
you  more  frequently,  and  to  have  through  you  such  new 
pamphlets  as  you  may  think  worth  my  reading.  1  am  ever, 
imy  dear  friend,  yours  most  affectionatuly, 

JB.  Franklin. 
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To  David  Haetlby,  Esq. 

Cliavge  in  administration — Hereditary  great  officers  oj 
state,  ^c. 

My  deae  Friend,  Pos^,  Jan.  7, 1784. 

I  have  this  moment  received  your  ftvor  of 
the  25th  put,  acquainting  me  vritfa  the  change  in  adaiinistra-* 
tion.  I  am  not  sure  that  in  reforming  the  constitutiun,  which 
is  sometimes  talked  of^  it  would  not  be  better  to  make  your 
great  offices  of  state  hereditary  dian  to  suffer  the  incon- 
venience of  such  frequent  and  total  changes.  Much  faction 
and  cabd  ^ould  be  prevented  by  having  an  hereditary  6nit 
lord'  of  the.  treasiury,  an  hereditary  lord  chancellor,  ptirj 
leal,  president  of  council,  secretary  of  state,  first  lord  of  the 
admiralty,  &c.  &c.  It  will  not  be  said  that  the  duties  of 
these  oflSces  being  important,  we  cannot  trust  to  nature  for 
the  chance  of  requisite  talents,  since  we  have  an  hereditary 
set  of  judges  in  the  last  resort,  the  house  of  peers ;  an  here* 
ditary  king ;  and  in  a  certain  German  university,  an  hereditarf 
professor  of  mathematics. 

We  have  not  yet  lieard  of  the  arrival  of  our  express  in 
America,  who  carried  the  definitive  treaty.  He  sailed  the 
a6th  of  September.  As  soon  as  the  ratification  arrives,  I 
shall  immediately  send  yon  word  of  it. 

•With  great  esteem  I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most 
affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 
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To  THE  HoNfJoHN  J^Y,  NeW.YoRK. 

Various  matter.. 

DeakSir,  ■  Passy,Feb.B,  17S5. 

.  I  received  by  the  Mar^uia  de  la  Fayette  ypur 
l^iid.  letter  of  the  isth  of  December.  It  gave  lue  pieaauie 
OD  two  other  accounts,  as  it  infocmed  me  uf  the  puUic  wel^ 
farCy  and  that  of  your,  I  may  almost  jsay  our  dear  little  famir- 
)j;  for  since  I  had  the  pleasure^of  theii?  beiiig^wiihm^  in 
the  sime  house,  I,  have  ever  felt  a  tender  affipctiop  for  tbepi, 
equal  I  believe  to  that  of  mo6l  fathers.  I  4id  bppe  to  have 
heard  by  the  last  packet  pf  your.  bi|ving..i^C(epted  ^tbf 
secretaryship  of  foreign  a&Lir^,  but  wga  disappointttd*  1 
write  to  you  now  therefore  only  as  a  private  fnienfl ; :  yet  1  may 
mention  respecting,  public  affairs,  that  as  far  as  Lean  fiesr- 
ceivei  tl^egood  dispositiou  of  this  court  towards^  i)i.  contimi^ik 
I  wish  1  could  say  ,asL  much  for  the  restgjf  th&Suropetfa 
coxirts.  1.  think  that  their  desire  of  being  coi£aected 'with.' up 
by  treaties  is  of  late  much  abated  ;  and  this  I  suppose  occftr 
sioned  by  the  pains  Britain  takes  to  represent  us  every wh^re 
as  distrac^d  ^ith  (^yisippS)  discontented  wiib  9i«r  govern* 
mentSi  the  people  unwilling  to  paj  tai^es^  the.congress  u^ 
able  to.  collect  them,  and  many  desiring  the  restoralioQ  of 
the  old  government.  The  English  papers  4re  full  of  tbia 
stu£^  and  their  ministers  get  it  copied  into  the  foreign  papers. 
The  moving  about  of  the  congress  from  place  to  place,  has 
also  a  ,b^d  effect,  in  giving  color  to  the  reports  of  their  being 
afraid  of  the  people.  I  hope  they  will  soon  settle  some- 
where, and  by  the  steadiness  and  wisdom  of  their  measures 
dissipate  all  those  mists  of  misrepresentation  raised  by  the 
remaining  malice  of  ancient  enemies^  and  establish  our  repu-i 
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tation  for  national  justice  and  prudence  as  they  Uive  done 
for  coarage  and  perseverance. 

It  grieves  me  that  we  have  not  been  able  to  di9chai]ge  our 
first  year's  'payment  of  interest  to  this  court^  due  the  begiiw 
ning  of  last  month.  I  hope  it  will  be  the  only  failure,  and 
that  effectual  measures  will  be  taken  to  be  exactly  punctual 
hereafter.  The  good  paymaster,  says  the  proverb,  is  lord  of 
another  man*s  purse.  The  bad  one,  if  he  ever  has  again 
occasion  to  borrow,  must  pay  dearly  for  his  carelessness  and 
ififustice. 

You  are  happy  in  having  got  back  safe  to  your  country.  I 
should  be  less  unhappy,  if  I  could  imagine  the  delay  of  my- 
cof^i  useful  to  the  states,  or  in  the  least  degree  necessary. 
But  they  have  many  equally  capable  of  doing  all  I  have  t6 
do  here.  The  new-proposed  treaties  are  die  most  important 
things ;  but  two  can  go  through  them  as  well  as  three,  if 
indeed  any  are  likely  to  be  completed,  which  I  begin  to  doubt, 
since  the  new  ones  make  little  progress,  and  the  old  ones, 
which  wanted  only  the  fiat  of  congress,  seem  now  to  be  rather 
going  backward ;  I  mean  those  I  .had  projected  with  Den-' 
mark  and  Portugal. 

My  grandsons  are  sensible  of  the  honor  of  your  remem-* 
brauce,  and  present  their  respects  to  you  and  Mrs.  Jay.  I 
add  my  best  wishes  of  health  and  happiness  to  you  all,  being 
with  sincere  esteem  and  affection,  dear  sir^  your  most  obe- 
dieiit  humble  servant,  B.  FRANitLiN.  * 

To  Baron  Masbres. 

Results  of  the  American  contest — State  of  America — The 

loyalists — Confiscation  of  estates. 

Sir,  Passy,  June  26, 1785- 

I  have  jnst  received  your  friendly  letter  of  tbe^Oth 

instant.    I  agree  with  you  perfectly  in  the  opinion,  that 
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tfaovgti  this  contest  has  b^  hartfal'to4)^&>6iir  cotelliefi!'^ 
;et  the  event,  a  separation,  is.  beMr  e¥e»  Ibr- ycnuni  Ihait 
success.    The  reducing  and  keeping  as  in  Mljecticm  fcy^au ' 
armed  folte  -would  have  cost  yon  more  dian  the  dominiOQ 
oould  he  worth,  and  our  shivery  would  have  broogfaf  oir- 
jFours.    The  ancient  system  of  the  British  empire  ' ttnEU^  *  a/ 
happy  one,  by  which  die  colonies  were  allowed  to  govenc^nlt' 
tax  themselves.    Had  it  been  wisely  continued^  it  is  hard'toi 
imagine  the  degree  of  power  and  importance  hi  thd  %6lid^ 
diat  empire  might  have  arrived  at.    All  Ae  means  of  j^lfr*^' 
ilig  greatness,  extent  6f  territory,  agrii^ulturfe^  commerce^  artnj-' 
popidation,  were  within  its  own  limit9>  and  iberefore  at^^itS' 
command.    I  used  to  consider  that  systeifti  a^'<a  krg«  alfd* 
beautiful  porcelain  vase.  I  lamented  the  meaiures  that  I  skff 
likely  to  break  it>  and  strove  to  prevent  them  ;  because  ooc^ 
broken^  1  saw  no  probability  of  its  being  ever  repaired*-  Myi 
endeavors . did  not  succeed:  we  are  broken,  andtbe^piin^ 
must  now  do  as  well  as  they  can  for  themselves.    We  may^ 
slill  do  well  though  separated*    I  have  great  hopes. of  our 
aide^  ond  good  wishes  for  yours.    The  anarchy  and  confusion 
you  mehtiou  as  supposed  to  prevail  among  us,  exist  only  im 
your  newspapers.     I  have  authentic  accounts  which  assiiria 
me  that  no  people  were  ever  better  governed^  or  more  cjptir 
tent  with  their  respective  constitutions  and  governments  thaa 
the  present  thirteen  states  of  America.    A  little  reflectida- 
may  convince  any  reasonable  man,  that  a  government  wh«e-^ 
in  the  administrators  are  chosen  annually  by  the  &ee  voice  of 
the  governed,  and  may  also  be  recalled  at  any  time  if  tbdr    | 
donduct  displease^  dieir  constituents,  cannot  be  a  t^amlitKil 
one,  as  your  loyalists  represent  it ;  who  at  the  same  time  in^ 
coasistenUy  desire  to  return  and  live  under  it.    And.aiMBg 
an  intelligent  enlightened  people  as  ours  is^  diere  must  ahfi^ 
be  too  num^^rous  and  too  strong  a  party  for  supporting  ^ood 
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govenupeot  aod  tbelaw^,- to  suffer  what  is  cfiUed  anwcfay. 
Ttiis: l)ettor  accouot  of  our« situation  must  be  pleasing  toyo^r 
humanity,  apd  therefore  I  give  it  you. 

But  we  differ  a  little  in  our  sentiments  respecting  the  loy*- 
alists  (as  they  call  themselves)  and  the  conduct  of  Amerii^a. 
towards  them^  which  you  think  *'  seems  actuated  by  a  spirit 
of  reyenge ;  and  that  it  would  have  been  more  agreeable  to 
policyt  as  well  as  justice,  to  have  restored  their  estates  upoa 
iheir  taking  the  oadis  of  allegiance  to  the  new  governments." 
That  there  should  still  be  some  resentment  against  them  in 
the  breasts  of  those  who  have  had  their  houses^  farms^  and 
towns  so  lately  destroyedp  and  relations  scalped  under  the 
conduct  of  these  royalists,  is  not  wonderful ;  though  I  believe 
the  opposition  given  by  many  to  their  re-establishing  among 
us  is  owing  to  a  firm  persuasion,  Uiat  there  could  lie  no 
reliance  on  their  oaths ;  and  that  the  effect  of  receiving  those, 
people  again  would  be  an  introduction  of  that  very  anarcsby 
apd  confusion  they  falsely  reproach  us  with.  Even  the^j^ 
ampla  you  propose  of  the  English.  commonweaWsrestortog 
the  estates  of  the  royalists  after  their  being  subdued,  seenis^ 
rather  to  countenance  and  encourage  our  acting  differently^ 
as  probably  if  the  power,  which  always  accompanies  pi^ 
perty,  had  not  been  restored  to  the  royalists ;  if  their  e^Oatcsa 
had  remained  confiscated,  and  their  persons  bad  been 
banished,  they  could  not  have  so  much  contributed  to  tht 
restoration  of  kingly  power,  and  the  new  government  of  thf 
republic  might  have  been  more  durable.  The  majority  of. 
examples  in  your  history  are  on  the  other  side  of  the  question», 
All  the  estates  in  England  and  south  of  Scotland,  and  mosi 
of. those  possessed  by  the  descendants  of  tlie  English  in 
Ireland,  are  held  from  ancient  confiscations  made  of  ,tjtie 
eatates  of  Caledonians  and  Britons,  the  original  possessorn  id 
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your  island,  or  the  native  Irish,  in  the  last  century  only.  It' 
is  bqt  a  few  n^ontbs  since  that  your  parliament  has,  in 
a  few  instances,  given  up  confiscations  incurred  by  a  re* 
bellion  soppressed  forty  years  ago.  The  war  against  us 
was  b^un  by  a  general  act  of  parliament  declaring  all  our;* 
estates  confiscated,  and  probably  one  great  motive  to  tha 
loyalty  of  the  royalists  was  the  hope  of  sharing  in  thesilr:' 
confiscations.-  They  have  played  a  deep  game,  stakii^. 
their  estates  against  ours ;  and  they  have  been  uusuccessfuL 
Bat  it  is  a  surer  game,  since  they  had  promises  to  rely  oa 
ffoitt  your  government  of  indemnification  in  case  of  loss; 
and- 1  aee  your  parliament  is  about  to  fulfil  those  promises. ' 
To  this  I  have  no  objection,  because  though  still  our  ena- 
mies,  they  are  men ;  they  are  in  necessity  ;  and  I  t][^ink  even 
an  hired  assassin  has  a  right  to  his  pay  firom  his  employer :  it 
s^ms  too  more  reasonable  that'  the  expense  of  paying  these 
shonld  fell  upon  the  government  who  encouraged  the  mia- 
cfaief  done,  rather  than  upon  us  who  suffered  it;  the  confix 
c&ted  estates  making  amends  but  for  a  very  small  part  of 
that  mischief :  it  is  not  therefore  clear  that  our  retaining  them 
is  chargeable  with  injustice. 

I  have  hinted  above,  that  the  name  loyalists,  was  im- 
properly assumed  by  these  people.  Royalists  they  may 
perhaps  be  called :  but  the  true  loyalists  were  the  people 
of  America  against  whom  they  acted.  No  people  were 
ever  known  more  truly  loyal,  and  universally  so,  to  their 
sovereigns :  the  protestant  succession  in  the  house  of  Hano* 
ver  was  their  idol.  Not  a  Jacobite  was  to  be  found  fi-om  one 
end  of  the  colonies  to  the  other.  They  were  affectionate  to 
the  people  of  England,  zealous  and  forward  to  asMst  in  her 
wars,  by  voluntary  contributions  of  men  and  money,  even 
beyond  their  proportion.    The  king  and  parliament  had  fre- 


PART  11.  or  BBNJAMIN  FRANKLIK.  4tt 

quendy  acknowledged  this  by  public  messages,  resolatioos, 
and  reimbursements.  But  tbey  were  equally  fond  of  what 
they  esteemed  their  rights,  and  if  they  resisted  when  those 
were  attacked,  it  was  a  resistance  in  favor  of  a  British  con- 
stitution, which  every  Englishman  might  share  in  enjoying, 
who  should  come  to  live  among  them :  it  was  resisting  arbi- 
trary impositions  that  were  contrary  to  common  right  and  to 
their  fundamental  constitutions,  and  to  constant  ancient  usage. 
It  was  indeed  a  resistance  in  favor  of  the  liberties  of 
JSngland,  which  m^ht  have  been  endangered  by  success 
in  the  attempt  against  ours ;  and  therefore  a  great  man  in 
your  parliament '  did  not  scruple  to  declare,  he  rejoiced  that 
America  had  resisted!  I,  for  the  same  reason,  may  add  this 
very  resistance  to  the  other  instances  of  their  loyalty.  I 
have  already  said,  that  I  think  it  just  you  should  reward 
those  Americans  who  joined  your  troops  in  the  war  against 
their  own  country :  but  if  ever  honesty  could  be  inconsisieiit 
with  policy,  it  is  so  in  this  instance.  B.  Franklin. 

To  M.  DupoNT  j)E  Nemours,  at  Paris. 

l!iew  constitution  of  the  United  States — Principles  of 
trade,  i^c. 

Sib,  Philadelphioj  June  Qy  17^8. 

I  have  received  your  favor  of  December  31,  with 
the  extract  of  a  letter  which  you  wish  to  have  translated  and 
publbhed  here.  But  seven  states  having,  before  it  arrived^ 
ratified  the  new  constitution,  and  others  being  daily  eipected 
to  do  the  same,  after  the  fullest  discussion  in  convention,  and 
in  all  the  public  papers,  till  every  body  was  tired  of  the 
argument,  it  seemed  too  late  to  propose  delay,  and  especially 
the  delay  diat  must  be  occasioned  by  a  revision  and  correo* 

"  '       — 1^— i>    ^ ■  ■  ■  ■        11. 

!  The  first  Lord  Chatham. 
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tion  of  all  the  separate  constitutions.     For  it  wovM  UAit  Ht 
least  a  year  to  convince  thirteen  states  that  the  conatitutioor 
they  have  practised  ever  since  the  revolation,   without  db* 
serving  any  imperfections  in  them  to  great  as  to  be  wetlil 
the  trouble  of  amendment,  are  nevertheless  so  iO  fonotd  ift 
to   be  unfit  for  continuation,  or  to  be  parts  of  a  fedefti 
government.     And  M^en  they  should  be  so  convinced,  if 
would  probably  take  some  yeai^  more  to  iiiake  the  conMlft* 
tions.     An  eighth  state  has  since  acceded,  and  when  k  lAM 
is  added,  which  is  now  daily  expected,   the  eonstitutioti  wiB 
be  carried  into  execution.     It  is  probable  however  that  It 
the  first  meeting  of  the  new  congress,  varioas  amendmeMi 
will  be  proposed  and  discussed,  when  f  hope  yonr  Otivtn^ 
sur  les  principes  et  le  bien  de$  republiqaes  en  giniral,  flCc*  flcix 
may  be  ready  to  put  into  their  hands  ;  and  sudi  a  Ivork  frodi 
your  hand  I  am  confident,  though  it  n>ay  not  be  elidfaly  tiA* 
lowed,  will  afford  useful  lints,  and  produce  adl^aMtagea  tf 
importance.  But  we  must  not  expect  that  a  new  go^^enldiMt 
may  be  formed,  as  a  game  of  chess  may  be  played,   by  a 
skilful  hand,  without  a  fault.     The  players  of  our  game  are 
so  many,  their  ideas  so  different,  their  prejudices  so  strong 
and  so  various,  and  their  particular  interests,  independent  of 
the  general  seeming,  so  opposite,  that  not  a  move  can  be 
made  that  is  not  contested;  the  numerous  objections  con- 
found the  understanding  ;  the  wisest  must  agree  to  some  nil- 
reasonable  things,  that  reasonable  ones  of  more  consequence 
may  be  obtained,  and  thus  chance  has  its  share  in  nnraly  of 
the  determinations,  jo  that  the  play  is  more  like  iric'trac 
with  a  box  of  dice. 

We  are  much  pleased  with  the  dispoation  of  your  govern- 
ment to  favor  our  commerce,  manifested  in  the  late  rigkmmd. 
You  appear  to  be  possessed  of  a  truth  which  few-govern 
ments  are  possessed  of,  that  A  must  take  some  of  B's  pro- 
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diice^  dtfaenfise  B  will  not  ife  ablets  p$y  4bf  ivfaat  be  WotlM 
take  of  A.  Bnt  Aere  4»<nie  iUfig  wanting  to  ftdlitate%flf 
augment  our  ifater^Mtrsb.  It  ia  a  di^itionary^  enpiakiiBg^e 
names  t>f  diffeMilt  ^itida  kif  maiittfiictiit«).  in  tile  ^twd  IkMn 
gnages.  When  I  was  in  Parn  I  reoe»t^  a  large  o#der  ft>r€ 
great  variety  ^  goods^  partkularly  of  the  Icind  called  }MPt^ 
yftsres,  i.  e.  yfmtsH^t  iron  aild  ««eel :  itnA  wti^ti  I  ahe^w«(l4M 
invoice  to  yoiilrinmmfabttD^Mii^  Atey  did^AH  tinderslatid  ilhit 
kind  of  goods  <Mr  ioflinMieiii^  tv^re  meant  by  fbe  <iNMicies :  moi 
tonli  any  Engltsb  aild  Fnetidi  4ktioAary  ^be '^arid  «o  «IB^ 
plain  them.  So  I  sent  to  England  ^for  ^^na  of  eaeh  tn^ 
Which  might  aerre  bodi  $i$  escplanaftion  and  as  aiAodcA^;  the 
letter  being  of  importance  'likewise;  mticii  pieople  ftre  pveftt^ 
diced  in  fiivor  otform$  diey  hafre  be^n  t^M  to^  the^gii  'pM^ 
haps  aot  the  befirt.  They  MStVM  flft  igiiinea^  but  were  lett 
by  the  way>  and  the  peace  eOttting<fB'th<^>s<shcniliedrb{qMXl. 
It  Would  however^  <  as  I  ittiagine^  be  well  WMdi  t«o«^Nr)li|^. 
iPor  our  merchttnts  Say  -we  atiil  send  to  ^gland  ibr^mMeh 
gMds  an  we  wdtit^  becanae  Amt^  they  inderstand  Mr  4rM«> 
and  can  execute  th«tti  pi^titf^y.  WMi  grent  attti  'KhUMfe 
enieem,  I  aia^  8cc.  •'        '  B.  Fk^aKAV^h. 

'  ^O  THE'PiiiNTER  OF  THE  EvBNING  HeRALD. 

Justifieation  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  against  certain 
censures  %n  the  British  papers. 
Sir, 

The  British  aewa-wiitm  ani  -very  assiduous  in  tbeir 
endeavors  to  blacken  America.  Should  we  not  be  careful 
not  to  afford  them  any  assistance  by  censures  of  oneanotiier, 
especially  by  censures  not  well  founded  i 

I  lately  observed  in  one  of  yonr  papers^  the  conduct  of 
die  state  of  Massachusetts  reflected  on  as  being  inconsistent 
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and  absurd^  as  weD  as  wickjed,  for  attempting  to  raise  a  tax 
by  a  stamp  act,  and  for  carrying  on  the  slave-tradq* 

The  writer  of  those  rdlections.  might  have  considered, 
that  their  priiK^ipal  objection  to  the  stamp  tax  was,  its  being 
imposed  by  a  British  parliament,  which  had  no  right  to  tax 
them;  for  otherwise  a  tax  by  stamps  is  perhaps  to  be  levied 
with  as  little  inconvenience  as  any  other  that  can  be  invented. 
Ireland  has  a  stamp  act  of  its  own ;  but  should  Britain  pre- 
tend to  impose  such  a  tax  on  the  Irish  people,  they  would  ^^  * 
probably  give  a  general  oppoiution  to  it,  and  ought  not  for 
that  to  be  charged  with  moinsistence. 

One  or  two  merchants  in  Boston,  employing  ships  in  the 
abominable  African  trade,  may  deservedly  be  condemiii»i^ 
though  they  do  not  bring  their  slaves  home,  but  sell  them  in 
the  West  Indies.  The  state  as  such,  has  never,  that  I  have 
heard  of,  given  encourageitient  to  the  diabolical  commerce ; 
and  there  hasi  always  been  fewer  slaves  in  the  New  England 
governments,  than  in  any  other  British  colonies.  National 
reflections  are  seldom  just,  and  a  whole  people  should  not  be 
decried  for  the  crimes  of  a  few  individuals. 

Your  inserting  this  may  make  that  brave  people  some 
amends,  and  will  oblige  one  of  your  customers,  who  is 

A  Pennsylvanian. 
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